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Q. Please state your name and address. 1 

A. My name is Michael Genest.  I reside at 83 Old Pound Road in the Town of 2 

Antrim, New Hampshire where I have been a resident since 1998. 3 

Q. What is your involvement in the Antrim Wind Energy, LLC project?   4 

A. I am Chairman of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Antrim and have served 5 

on the Board since March 2002.   I also serve as an alternate ex officio member of 6 

the Antrim Planning Board and have served in that capacity since March 2011 7 

and have also served as the Selectmen’s representative to the Planning Board on 8 

two other occasions during my 9 years on the Board of Selectmen. 9 

Q. What is the purpose of this testimony?  10 

A. I offer this testimony to explain why the Board of Selectmen supports review of 11 

the Antrim Wind Energy, LLC project by the Site Evaluation Committee under 12 

RSA 162-H.  This testimony is offered on behalf of the governing body of the 13 

Town of Antrim, it’s Selectmen pursuant to their authority to “manage the 14 

prudential affairs of the town” under RSA 41:8.   15 

Q. Why does the Antrim Board of Selectmen support review of the Antrim 16 

Wind Energy, LLC project under RSA 162-H?   17 

A. Many of the reasons in support of the SEC’s review of the project under RSA 18 

162-H are stated in the Board of Selectmen’s letter to the Committee dated April 19 

20, 2011 (Attachment MG-1).  Rather than simply repeat what is stated therein, I 20 

adopt the Selectmen’s letter to the Committee as part of my testimony.   21 

 22 

 In addition, I offer the following comments by way of summary in further support 23 
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of review by the Committee under RSA 162-H: 1 

 2 

1. The Town’s Current Land Use Controls do not Permit or Contemplate 3 

Review of Renewable Wind Energy Facilities.  4 

 The Town’s current Zoning Ordinance and Site Plan Regulations (attached as 5 

MG-2 & MG-3) do not currently allow for commercial-scale renewable wind 6 

energy projects or contemplate their review.  Because Antrim Wind Energy’s 7 

project is not an allowed use in the Rural Conservation (or any other) District, it is 8 

not a certainty that any wind energy project would be allowed, even if it met the 9 

Town’s Site Plan requirements.  In any event, there would be not be a proper 10 

review such as that conducted by the Site Evaluation Committee.   11 

 12 

 The failure to provide a proper framework has already created problems for the 13 

Town and the project.  For example, the meteorological tower for the project-14 

testing has resulted in two appeals to Superior Court from the Town’s Zoning  15 

Board of Adjustment decisions.  These appeals have imposed significant legal 16 

costs on the Town, even before an application for the facility itself has been 17 

submitted.  It is likely that an actual application for the project at the Town level 18 

will result in further appeals that will take years to resolve and impose significant 19 

legal costs and uncertainty on the Town, the applicant and interested parties.   20 

 21 

2. The Town’s Current Land Use Controls do not Provide Meaningful Criteria 22 

for the Review of the Project.   23 
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 The Town’s current Zoning Ordinance and regulations simply do not provide a 1 

proper framework to review and evaluate the potential benefits and impacts of the 2 

project.  There are no standards or criteria to evaluate potential benefits and 3 

impacts of the project on issues such as noise, aesthetics, or wildlife.  In the 4 

absence of such criteria, it is unclear how studies or investigations by local land 5 

use boards could be conducted.  These uncertainties further complicate the legal 6 

challenges that the Town, the applicant and interested parties would face at the 7 

local level, thereby increasing the legal and financial burdens to the Town.   8 

 9 

3. The Committee is Better Equipped to Evaluate the Potential Benefits and 10 

Impacts of an Appropriate Facility.   11 

 Review by the Committee will provide the following benefits that are not 12 

available at the local level:  13 

(a)  The Committee has experience reviewing renewable and wind energy 14 

projects (and alternatives), such as the Lempster project, as well as the 15 

technical expertise of agencies having jurisdiction over the project.  The 16 

Committee’s review will ensure that questions concerning the big picture 17 

as well as the technical details are resolved in an integrated manner.   18 

(b)  The Committee has relevant statutory criteria for review of the project 19 

which do not exist under the Town’s current Land Use Controls.   20 

(c)  The Committee has the legal authority to require studies related to noise, 21 

wildlife, and aesthetics, the cost of which is borne by the applicant, and 22 

not by the Town or interested parties.     23 
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(d)  The Committee’s timeframes will provide a final decision in a single 1 

forum in a reasonable time period, without multiple lawsuits and appeals 2 

to Superior Court. 3 

(e)  Counsel for the Public is available to represent or address the concerns of  4 

members of the public regarding the quality of the environment and the 5 

adequacy of the State’s energy supply.   6 

4. The Town may or may not adopt a process to address a project like this one.   7 

 As noted in MG-1, the Town has had over two years to adopt amendments to its 8 

Zoning Ordinance to provide standards for review of the project.  It has thus far 9 

been unsuccessful.  Even if the Planning Board were to present a proposal to be 10 

adopted at Town meeting, there is no guarantee that it would pass.  Any such 11 

ordinance is likely to simply be a referendum on the project itself.  Nor is there 12 

any guarantee that such an ordinance would apply if an application were 13 

submitted prior to amendment to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.  See RSA 14 

676:12, VI. 15 

 16 

5. Potential Benefits of an Appropriate Project may be Lost. 17 

 Antrim is a small town that, like many others, struggles to keep its tax rate low 18 

while facing the need for capital improvements in the Town.  The Selectmen 19 

believe that an appropriately sited and constructed project could provide a 20 

significant tax benefit to the Town.  For example, a project only half the size of 21 

the Lempster facility would likely be the Town’s largest single tax payer.  This 22 

would provide benefit the Town’s existing tax payers by reducing their tax burden 23 
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and contribute toward the costs of municipal services and capital improvements 1 

provided by the Town.   2 

 3 

 For example, the Town through its Capital Improvements Program is planning on 4 

replacing the current Salt Shed for the Highway Department to meet current EPA 5 

and DES guidelines.  The Plan also indicates that a large portion of the Town’s 6 

roads and bridges need major reconstruction which is a very costly undertaking 7 

with the costs of asphalt rising.   The Town has been discussing building a new 8 

Police Station in the near future as well.   9 

  10 

 The Selectmen are concerned that, if the Committee does not review the project 11 

under RSA 162-H, potential legal challenges and delays would prevent even an 12 

appropriately sited and designed facility from moving forward.  The Town would 13 

then lose the tax and other benefits of the project.  Ironically, a defeat of Antrim 14 

Wind Energy’s proposal could adversely impact even the Town’s Rural 15 

Conservation District because other uses allowed in the District such as the 16 

scattered construction of single family residences, or the construction of 17 

manufactured housing parks (allowed by special exception) could have 18 

significantly greater impacts on the values protected by the District as well as the 19 

costs to provide municipal services to support such uses.   20 

 21 

Q. How would the Town participate in the review by the Site Evaluation 22 

Committee? 23 
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A. The Selectmen look forward to participating in the Committee’s review of the 1 

Antrim Wind Energy project and believe that its review under RSA 162-H will 2 

provide a unique opportunity to consider the potential benefits of the project and 3 

all other concerns.  The Selectmen invite to Committee to hold its public 4 

information hearings in the Town of Antrim and will make every effort to make 5 

its facilities available for the Committee.  On behalf of the Town, we thank you 6 

for your consideration of this matter.   7 
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