
•Over 100 years of practical 
natural resource experience 

•Two Licensed Foresters 
•HS/College Science Teacher 
and animal tracker 
•Sawmill owner/former 
selectmen 
•Computer 
programmer/researcher 
•Extensive Adult & Children 
Education Experience 

 

Stoddard Con Com Members 
Uniquely Qualified To 

Advise: 



Why is a Conservation Commission 
Against a Green Energy Project? 



Wildlife Action Plan Developed By NHF & G to 
Assist Towns/State With Land Use Planning to 

Protect Wildlife:  
• Private & Public Funds 
• NH Natural Heritage, 

TNC, NH Audubon, 
DRED, F & G 

• 2005 Plan cost 
$500,000+ 

• 2015 Revisions took 2 
years and cost $575,700 



Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill 
the Highest Habitat Ranking 



Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill 
the Highest Habitat Ranking 

• Because of location in a 
large unfragmented 
forest block….. 

• That is in close 
proximity to other large 
unfragmented forest 
blocks…. 

• Abuts thousands of 
acres of conservation 
lands 
 



Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill 
the Highest Habitat Ranking 

• High Ridge Deve. 
Changes wildlife 
community by 
introducing spp. Not 
normally found in such 
sites (robins, crows, 
cowbirds, generalist 
predators 

• Creates more human & 
wildlife conflicts 



Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill 
the Highest Habitat Ranking 

• WAP Recommends 
AVOIDING Placing New 
Development into 
These Important Areas 
By: 
– Good Planning;  
– Finding Alternative Sites 

 



Journal of Wildlife Management 71(8) 



Journal of Wildlife Management 71(8) 

• Impacts Include: 
– Not only Acreage Impacted by Towers, but 
– Infrastructure Impacts As Well 

• Buildings 
• Roads 
• Electrical Transmission Lines 

• Habitat Fragmentation Results In 
– Negative Impacts of Biotic Integrity 
– Loss of Biodiversity on Local & Regional Scale 
– Introduce Exotics 



8/18/2016 Supplemental Testimony Submitted 
by the Antrim Board of Selectmen….Goes to 

Heart of Stoddard Con Com Argument: 



2012 & 2016 Tuttle Hill Traverses 
Confirm Extensive Wildlife Use 



Rugged Terrain Potential Bear Den 
Areas……Construction Scheduled for Winter 

Months 



Stoddard in 1977:  No Protected Land 



Stoddard 2016:  65% Conserved! 



20% of Protected Lands in Forever 
Wild Designation!! 



Development Projects in Neighboring Towns 
AFFECT Conservation Lands in Stoddard!! 



NW Antrim Has 12,994 Acres 
Undeveloped Forest Block 



WAP Gives Tuttle Hill Highest Habitat 
Ranking 





Proposed Wind Farm Lies in Important 
Habitat………Used By Wildlife in Region! 



Recent Bobcat Study Confirms Ranking, as 
Collared bobcat shows home range! 



What Are Unfragmented Forest 
Blocks? 



What Are Unfragmented Forests? 



Examples of Unfragmented Forest 
Blocks…….F & G has Mapped Entire State 



Tax Map of Stoddard Shows Example of 
Fragmented Ownership….Which Often 

Results in Fragmented Land Use 



Fortunately in Stoddard….65% of Land 
is Protected From Development! 



1998 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge 



1998 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge 



2010 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge 



2010 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge 



2010 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge 



Lempster Ridge Before Wind Farm 



Lempster Ridge After Wind Farm 



Lempster Ridge After Wind Farm 



Why are Unfragmented Forest Blocks 
Important? 



Concerns About Developing 
Unfragmented Forest Blocks: 

• wildlife habitat (especially for large mammals that 
roam) is degraded,  

• biodiversity is lost,  
• the presence of invasive plants, pests, and pathogens 

increases  
• AND water quality decreases.   
• the movement of plants and animals is inhibited and it 

restricts breeding and gene flow, causing long-term 
population decline.   

• As the forest's health and function erodes, so too does 
it's resiliency and ability to adapt and respond to 
change, like global warming. 
 



The edge effect that fragmentation creates, 
damages interior forests by drastically changing: 

• temperature,  
• moisture,  
• light,  
• and wind, which impacts the survivability of 

trees, flowers, ferns, lichens and the animals 
that depend upon them, in particular certain 
species of salamanders, goshawks, bats, and 
flying squirrels.   



The edge effect that fragmentation creates, 
damages interior forests by drastically changing: 

• The negative impacts of each residential dwelling acre 
located within an unbroken forest radiates outward, 
affecting up to 30 additional acres with increased 
noise disturbance, predation, and competition from 
edge dwellers, like the cow bird. 

•  The larger unfragmented blocks are significant, 
because they provide important habitat and traveling 
corridors connecting woodlands with farmlands that 
are used by a wide variety of song birds and large and 
small mammals that require deep interior unbroken 
forest canopies.  
 



What Makes Stoddard Unique? 



Since 1978 65% of Town Now In 
Conservation Land! 



20% of Protected Lands in Forever Wild 
Designation…..Opportunity for Ecological 

Restoration on Landscape Level 



The Close Proximity of AWE to Protected 
Lands (Viewshed & Wildlife)! 



And Confirmed Bobcat Habitat….. 



Bigger Scale View….. 



Proximity to Super Sanctuary Lands 
(42,000 acres of contiguous CL) 



Large Unfragmented Forest Blocks 



Bobcat Range: 12-14 Sq. Miles 



Coyotes: 5 Mile Diameter 



Fisher: 8-15 Mile Diameter 



Moose:  4-20 Mile Diameter 



Bear:  30 Mile Diameter 



Relative Size of Territory Requirements 









If We Want These Animals on Our 
Landscape……..We to Protect Their Important 

Habitats 



Wind Energy Trumps Aesthetics…..??? 



LOOKS COUNT!!! 



Stoddard is a Recreational 
Community for Thousands of People 



Pitcher Mtn. Offers the Best 360° Views 
For The Effort…..Visited by Thousands 



Pitcher Mtn. Offers the Best 360° Views 
For The Effort…..Visited by Thousands 



Impact From Rte 9~Stoddard 



View From Stoddard Town Hall 



View From Island Pond Beach, 
Stoddard 



View From Hidden Lake Development, 
Stoddard 



View From Pitcher Mtn., Stoddard 



View From Bacon Ledge, Peirce 
Reservation, Stoddard 





G.T. Jones Acknowledged As Expert In 
Addressing Forest Aesthetic Concerns & 
Qualified to Speak on Aesthetic Impacts 



Why Is Stoddard Sticking It’s “Nose” In 
Another Town’s Business? 



RSA 36-A Allows for “Optional 
Activities”…… 



Stoddard Helped Lead Fight to Prevent 
an Ill Conceived Bobcat Hunt 





Solicited 35 Other Con Coms to Protest 
Bobcat Hunt….. 



What Are Challenges to Stoddard 
Conservation Commission? 



Protecting Values on Conservation Lands 
from Poorly Sited Development Projects 



What Are the Biggest Threats to Life 
On Planet Earth?? 



According to Harvard Professor E.O. 
Wilson…….. 



Forest Fragmentation!   
Because it Results In: 

• Habitat Loss 
• Invasive Species 
• Loss of Biodiversity 

 



Stoddard Represents One of the Dark 
Areas…….We Need To Defend It! 



SEC Challenge: 

• Don’t Try to Solve One Environmental Crises 
By Creating Another 

• In Order to Reverse A Situation Like the One 
Below…..Will Happen Once Land Use Decision 
At a Time….. 
 



Please Uphold Your Original Decision 
and Deny the AWF 


	Stoddard Con Com Members Uniquely Qualified To Advise:
	Why is a Conservation Commission Against a Green Energy Project?
	Wildlife Action Plan Developed By NHF & G to Assist Towns/State With Land Use Planning to Protect Wildlife: 
	Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill the Highest Habitat Ranking
	Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill the Highest Habitat Ranking
	Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill the Highest Habitat Ranking
	Wildlife Action Plan Gives Tuttle Hill the Highest Habitat Ranking
	Journal of Wildlife Management 71(8)
	8/18/2016 Supplemental Testimony Submitted by the Antrim Board of Selectmen….Goes to Heart of Stoddard Con Com Argument:
	Journal of Wildlife Management 71(8)
	2012 & 2016 Tuttle Hill Traverses Confirm Extensive Wildlife Use
	Rugged Terrain Potential Bear Den Areas……Construction Scheduled for Winter Months
	Stoddard in 1977:  No Protected Land
	Stoddard 2016:  65% Conserved!
	20% of Protected Lands in Forever Wild Designation!!
	Development Projects in Neighboring Towns AFFECT Conservation Lands in Stoddard!!
	NW Antrim Has 12,994 Acres Undeveloped Forest Block
	WAP Gives Tuttle Hill Highest Habitat Ranking
	Slide Number 19
	Proposed Wind Farm Lies in Important Habitat………Used By Wildlife in Region!
	Recent Bobcat Study Confirms Ranking, as Collared bobcat shows home range!
	What Are Unfragmented Forest Blocks?
	What Are Unfragmented Forests?
	Examples of Unfragmented Forest Blocks…….F & G has Mapped Entire State
	Tax Map of Stoddard Shows Example of Fragmented Ownership….Which Often Results in Fragmented Land Use
	Fortunately in Stoddard….65% of Land is Protected From Development!
	1998 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge
	1998 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge
	2010 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge
	2010 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge
	2010 Lempster Wind Farm Ridge
	Lempster Ridge Before Wind Farm
	Lempster Ridge After Wind Farm
	Lempster Ridge After Wind Farm
	Why are Unfragmented Forest Blocks Important?
	Concerns About Developing Unfragmented Forest Blocks:
	The edge effect that fragmentation creates, damages interior forests by drastically changing:
	The edge effect that fragmentation creates, damages interior forests by drastically changing:
	What Makes Stoddard Unique?
	Since 1978 65% of Town Now In Conservation Land!
	20% of Protected Lands in Forever Wild Designation…..Opportunity for Ecological Restoration on Landscape Level
	The Close Proximity of AWE to Protected Lands (Viewshed & Wildlife)!
	And Confirmed Bobcat Habitat…..
	Bigger Scale View…..
	Proximity to Super Sanctuary Lands (42,000 acres of contiguous CL)
	Large Unfragmented Forest Blocks
	Bobcat Range: 12-14 Sq. Miles
	Coyotes: 5 Mile Diameter
	Fisher: 8-15 Mile Diameter
	Moose:  4-20 Mile Diameter
	Bear:  30 Mile Diameter
	Relative Size of Territory Requirements
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	If We Want These Animals on Our Landscape……..We to Protect Their Important Habitats
	Wind Energy Trumps Aesthetics…..???
	LOOKS COUNT!!!
	Stoddard is a Recreational Community for Thousands of People
	Pitcher Mtn. Offers the Best 360° Views For The Effort…..Visited by Thousands
	Pitcher Mtn. Offers the Best 360° Views For The Effort…..Visited by Thousands
	Impact From Rte 9~Stoddard
	View From Stoddard Town Hall
	View From Island Pond Beach, Stoddard
	View From Hidden Lake Development, Stoddard
	View From Pitcher Mtn., Stoddard
	View From Bacon Ledge, Peirce Reservation, Stoddard
	Slide Number 68
	G.T. Jones Acknowledged As Expert In Addressing Forest Aesthetic Concerns & Qualified to Speak on Aesthetic Impacts
	Why Is Stoddard Sticking It’s “Nose” In Another Town’s Business?
	RSA 36-A Allows for “Optional Activities”……
	Stoddard Helped Lead Fight to Prevent an Ill Conceived Bobcat Hunt
	Slide Number 73
	Solicited 35 Other Con Coms to Protest Bobcat Hunt…..
	What Are Challenges to Stoddard Conservation Commission?
	Protecting Values on Conservation Lands from Poorly Sited Development Projects
	What Are the Biggest Threats to Life On Planet Earth??
	According to Harvard Professor E.O. Wilson……..
	Forest Fragmentation!  �Because it Results In:
	Stoddard Represents One of the Dark Areas…….We Need To Defend It!
	SEC Challenge:
	Please Uphold Your Original Decision and Deny the AWF



