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Eversource Energy for a New 115k Transmission Line from Madbury Substation to 
Portsmouth Substation 
Applicant's Intention to Use a Former Gravel Pit in the Town of Lee as a 
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Dear Ms. Monroe: 

I write to inform the Site Evaluation Committee ("Committee") of Public Service Company of 
New Hampshire d/b/a Eversource Energy's ("Eversource" or the "Applicant") intention to use a 
former gravel pit in the Town of Lee, New Hampshire, as a marshalling yard, for the temporary 
storage of transmission structures, conductor, fiber optic cable, insulators, and other materials 
required for the construction of the proposed Seacoast Reliability Project (the "Project"}.

1 

The site that the Applicant intends on using, as identified on Attachment A, is a former gravel pit 
located off of Route 125 I Calef Highway in Lee (the "Site"). Eversource has executed a lease 
for the 3.5 acre area within the former gravel pit. Eversource may enter into a lease for the 3.0 
acre area at a later date. Eversource is currently using the Site as a laydown area for nearby line 
work and has used the Site several times in the recent past for similar storage activities for 
transmission line construction, and maintenance work. The Applicant will not cut any trees on 
the property or excavate or grade any portion of the property, nor will the Applicant make any 
additional modifications to the Site that might adversely affect the natural environment of the 
Site. The Applicant intends on using the Site only for storage and will not manipulate the 
existing Site in anyway. 

L 

The Applicant had previously ordered certain materials for the overhead portion of the Project in advance based on 
the understanding that a decision would be made by the end of 2017. Now knowing that a Certificate will not be 
issued before this time, the Applicant requires a place to store materials until the Committee makes a determination 
about the Application. The Applicant fully understands that the purchase of these materials is at its own risk. 

McLane Middleton, Professional Association 

Manchester, Concord, Portsmouth, NH I Woburn, Boston, MA 

McLane.com 



SRP- Applicant's Intent to Use a Former Gravel Pit in the Town of Lee as a Marshalling Yard 
Page 2 

RSA 162-H:5, I provides that "No person shall commence to construct any energy facility within 
the state unless it has obtained a certificate pursuant to this chapter." It is the Applicant's 
position that use of this Site as proposed does not constitute "commencement of construction" as 
that term is defined by RSA 162-H. Specifically, "commencement of construction" is defined as 

any clearing of the land, excavation or other substantial action that would 
adversely affect the natural environment of the site of the proposed facility, but 
does not include land surveying, optioning or acquiring land or rights in land, 
changes desirable for temporary use of the land for public recreational uses, or 
necessary borings to determine foundation conditions, or other preconstruction 
monitoring to establish background information related to the suitability of the 
site or to the protection of environmental use and values. 

RSA-16-H:2, III. Here, the Applicants will not engage in any clearing ofland, excavation or any 
other substantial action that would affect the natural environment of the proposed facility. 

According to the NHDES, the site is a "grandfathered" gravel pit, which will not require any 
additional Alteration of Terrain permit for the proposed marshalling yard, as long as Eversource 
does not either add impervious surfaces to the site or remove any trees on the Site.

2 
Based on the 

fact that past and on-going storage activities have occurred at this Site (and have already been 
fully permitted) and are currently in compliance with those permits, it is the Applicant's position 
that no additional state or federal permits or approvals are required to use the Site as proposed. 

3 

In addition, the Applicant has coordinated with officials from the Town of Lee, who have 
confirmed that the current site is in compliance with local regulations and that the continued use 
of the site as a marshaling yard going forward is acceptable. The Town of Lee has further 
confirmed that no additional permits or approvals are necessary to use the Site as proposed. 

Finally, the Applicant anticipates that additional traffic associated with the use of this area will 
only increase traffic by approximately ten to twelve trucks per day over the next several months 
while material is received at the site.

4 
Therefore, no additional permits or traffic control 

measures are required by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

Based on the foregoing, it is the Applicant's position that the use of this Site does not require any 
additional approvals from the Committee. The Applicant anticipates using the Site as described 
herein as early as the middle of November 2017. 

2 
NHDES has also requested confirmation that stormwater drainage does not leave the site and has indicated that if 

the Applicants will use the lot to park any vehicles, the Applicants need to prepare a Source Control Plan for the 
Site. The Applicants will comply with the request from NHDES. 
3 

The use of the site will not impact any wetlands resources, therefore, the Applicant would not be required to obtain 
a wetland permit under RSA 482-A. 
4 

"The average daily volume on Route 125 was 14,021 vehicles in 2015." See NH DOT Bureau of Traffic, Traffic 
Reports, available at https://www.nh.gov/dot/org/operations/traffic/tvr/locations/documents/lee.pd£ 
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Please contact me directly should you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

Adam M. Dumville 

AMD: 
Enclosure (Attachment A) 

Cc: SEC Distribution List 

12809217 
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