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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

SITE EVALUATION COMMITTEE

e e oo 7 ) ORIGINAL

Oyster River High School
55 Coe Drive

Durham, New Hampshire
(Strafford County)

IN RE: SEC DOCKET NO. 2015-04
Application of Public Service
Company of New Hampshire, d/b/a
Eversource Energy, for a
Certificate of Site and
Facility.

(Public Information Session
held pursuant to RSA 162-H:10,
I-a.)

[Consisting of a presentation by
the SEC, a presentation by the
Applicant, followed by a
Question-and-Answer Session

and comments received from the
public]

PRESIDING: Michael J. Iacopino, Esqg. (Brennan...)
(Presiding as the Presiding Officer)

Pamela G. Monroe, SEC Administrator

COURT REPORTER: Susan J. Robidas, LCR No. 44

{SEC 2015-04} [Public Info Session/Durham] {(07-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

NOTED AS PRESENT:

Counsel for the Applicant:

Counsel for the Public:

Al so noted as present fromth
Applicants who were avail abl e

Barry Needl eman, Esq.
Adam Dunvil | e, Esq.
(McLane M ddl et on)

Chri st opher Aslin, Esq.

Asst. Atty. GCeneral
N.H Dept. of Justice

e

to provide the presentation and

answers to questions:

JimJiottis
David Pl ante
Sarah Al l en
Bob Var ney

Bob d ar ke
Cherilyn Wdell
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PROCEEDI NGS

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Good
evening. M nane is Mchael lacopino. |I'm
counsel to the New Hanpshire Site Eval uation
Commi ttee, and we're here tonight for the first
of two public informati on sessions in Docket
No. 2015-04, the Application of Public Service
Conpany of New Hanpshire, doing business as
Eversource Energy, for a Certificate of Site
and Facility. I'mgoing to give you a little
rundown of what we're going to do here tonight,
and then we'll get into a presentation to
explain to you exactly what the Site Eval uation
Commttee is, howit operates. First thing you
should know is a little background.

On April 13, 2016, PSNH, doi ng
busi ness as Eversource, filed an Application
for a Certificate of Site and Facility with the
Site Evaluation Commttee. Eversource asked
the Commttee to issue a Certificate of Site
and Facility approving the siting, construction
and operation of a 115 kV transmi ssion |ine
that will span fromthe Madbury Substation to

the Portsnouth Substation. The Project is
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approximately 12.9 mles in length and is
conprised of a conbinati on of above-ground,
under ground and underwat er segnents. The
Project will be located in the towns of
Madbury, Durham Newi ngton and in the city of
Por t snout h.

On April 29, 2016, the Chair, Martin
Honi gberg, who is the Chair of the Site
Eval uati on Conmittee, appointed a subcomittee
that will be the body that will hear the
evidence in this docket and will determ ne
whet her or not to issue the Certificate that is
sought .

On June 13th, the Subcomm ttee issued
an order finding that the Application, as it
was filed, contained sufficient information to
carry out the purposes of RS A 162-H And |
will get into what those purposes are in just a
noment .

This hearing today is one of two
public informati on sessions that are schedul ed.
The next one -- today is in Strafford County,
as you all know. The next one will be in

Rocki ngham County because part of the facility
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I's in Rocki ngham County, and that public
hearing will occur on July 21, 2016. A formal
Order of Notice of this neeting tonight was

i ssued by the Public Uilities Conm ssion, and
it was published on June 27th in the Manchester
Uni on Leader, which is a paper that has
statew de circul ati on.

For those of who you want to foll ow
al ong, we have an agenda that's out there at
the table. On the back side of the agenda is
sonme instructions, if you want to participate
by aski ng questions or naking statenents in
tonight's proceedings. And |I'mgoing to go
t hrough that first.

Qur process is there will be a
presentati on nade by ne, expl aining how the
Site Evaluation Commttee operates. Follow ng
that presentation, M. Jiottis, from
Eversource, wll nake a presentation about the
Project and give you nore infornmation about the
specifics of the Project itself. Once he is
done, we will take questions fromthe public.
If you have a question that you would |ike

asked, we'd |like you to wite that question
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down on the green sheet and hand it to one of
the workers at the table back there, or you can
wal k right up here and hand it to ne or to Ms.
Monroe, the Adm nistrator of the Conmmittee.
By the way, to ny right is Panel a Monroe.

She's the Adm nistrator of the Commttee. That
nmeans she deals wth all the problens, okay.
But if you have a question, wite it down. W
wi ||l group the questions by subject matter and
ask themof the Applicant. O if there is a
question about the Site Evaluation Commttee,
we w |l hopefully answer your question. |If you
just want to make a witten conment about the
Proj ect or what you perceive about the Project,
that's what the blue sheets are for. Wite
down your conment or your question that you
don't want to ask tonight and, again, hand it
to the folks at the table back there. And
finally, if you wish to make a public statenent
toni ght, as opposed to a question, you shoul d
fill out one of these yellow cards and, agai n,
hand it to one of the workers in the back of
the room or bring it right up to the table

here. W w || take public statenents after we
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answer all the questions. By that tine, by the
end of the public statenents, we shoul d be
ready to adj ourn.

Did I mss anything?

MS5. MONRCE: No. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  So,
again, if you want to speak, yellow card; if
you just want to |leave a witten coment, bl ue
sheet; and if you have a question, green sheet.

The Site Evaluation Conmmittee is a
Commttee that is established by the

Legi slature of the State of New Hanpshire. Qur

enabling statute -- in other words, the statute
that gives birth to the Commttee -- is RS A
162-H If you ever need to contact the

Comm ttee, Pam Monroe is the person to contact,
and her contact information is right here, her
e-mail and her tel ephone nunber. And I'I1l put
this up at the end of the presentation as well.
R S. A 162-H has sone very specific
purposes. It is designed to balance. It
creates a Committee that is designed to bal ance
the benefits and inpacts of energy facilities

that are proposed to be sited, constructed and
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operated in the state of New Hanpshire.
Cenerally, those energy facilities are the
| arger ones, usually over 30 negawatts.
Sonetines they're under 30 negawatts. But for
t he nost part, they' re energy facilities that
w Il have a nanepl ate capacity of 30 nmegawatts.
The purpose of the Conmttee is to bal ance the
I mpacts of site selection on the welfare of the
popul ati on, private property, |ocation and
growt h of industry, the economc growth of the
state, the environnent of the state, historic
sites, aesthetics, air and water quality,
public health and safety, the natura
environnent. And basically that's a pretty big
task for the Committee is to balance all those
t hings during the course of its process.

Second and third purposes of Site
Eval uation Commttee are to avoi d undue del ay
In the construction of new energy facilities
and to provide full and tinely consideration
of all environnental consequences, and to
provide full and conplete disclosure to the
public of the process of siting the plant, as

well as what the energy facility is going to
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| ook I'i ke, sound |ike and how nuch
electricity or other energy it's going to
produce or transport. And finally, the mgjor
pur pose -- one of the nmjor purposes is to
ensure that the siting, construction and
operation of energy facilities are treated as
a significant aspect of |and-use planning in
whi ch all environnmental, econom c and
technical issues are resolved in an
integrated fashion. |In essence, the Site
Eval uation Committee is the statew de

pl anni ng board for energy facilities in the
state of New Hanpshire. 1t's designed to
integrate all the state permtting processes.
So, as you can inmgi ne, any | arge
construction project, whether it be a
shopping mall or an energy facility, has to
go through a lot of permtting. Wen it's an
energy facility, that permtting is
centralized through the Site Eval uation
Commttee. Each of the state agencies that
would normally grant the permit do renain

i nvol ved, and they do have significant input

Into the process.

10
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Peopl e al ways ask about this one, but
the Site Evaluation Commttee does preenpt.
In other words, it replaces your |ocal ZBA
your | ocal planning board. It takes over.
The legal termus |lawers like to use is it
"preenpts” their authority. That doesn't
nmean that the Site Evaluation Conmm ttee does
not consider the local interests. However,
the ultimate decision is not made by your
| ocal entities, it is nade by the Site
Eval uation Commttee. |t provides
essentially a supermarket or a one-stop
shoppi ng center for folks who want to build
energy facilities in the state of New
Hanpshi re.

The Conmittee today consists of these
i ndividuals. The three Public Uilities
Comm ssioners are on the Commttee, and the
Chair of the Public Wilities Conm ssion is
al so the Chair of our Commttee. Those three
ar e: Marti n Honi gberg, who's our Chair;
Robert Scott, who's a PUC Comm ssioner, and
Kate Bail ey, who's also a PUC Conm ssi oner.

In addition, the DES Conmm ssi oner, Thonmas
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Burack, is the Vice-Chair of the Commttee.
And t hen the Departnent of Transportation
Comm ssi oner, our DRED Conm ssi oner, our

Cul tural Resources Conmi ssioner all sit on
the Conmttee as well. And today, those

fol ks are Victoria Sheehan, Jeff Rose. And
this one is an either/or. It can be either

t he comm ssioner hinself or the D rector of
the Division of Historic Resources. CQur

Cul tural Resources Conmi ssioner is Van

McCl oud. Generally it's Beth Mizzey who w ||
sit on the Commttee. And then we have two
public nmenbers and an alternate public
menber. Right now, one of our public nenber
seats is vacant. So the two public nmenbers
who will sit on this case are Patricia
Weat her sby and Rachel Whitaker. Patricia and
Rachel are not State enpl oyees |ike the other
nmenbers of the Commttee are. The nenbers of
the Commttee who run state agenci es have the
authority to del egate their seat on the
Committee to a senior person in their
division, and in this particular case that

has happened. Chairnman Honi gberg has

12
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desi gnated Bob Scott to be the chairman of
this subcommttee that will hear this today.
Tom Bur ack, Comm ssioner of DES, has
del egated M chell e Roberge to sit on the
Committee in his place. Is it Marty or
Kate --

M5. MONROE: Marty.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Martin
Honi gber g desi gnat ed Dave Shul ock, who's the
Director of the Legal Division at the PUC, to
sit on the Subconmmttee. Beth Mizzey will be
sitting on the Commttee. Charles Schm dt was
desi gnated by the Departnent of Transportation.
And again, our two public nenbers wll be
sitting on every docket that's before the
Committee until that third seat is filled. But
that's the Subcomm ttee that will be neking the
bi g decisions in this docket.

In every case that cones before the
Site Evaluation Commttee, every application,
the Attorney CGeneral is required to appoint
Counsel for the Public. Counsel for the
Public's role is to represent the public, to

protect the quality of the environnment and to
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make sure that we seek an adequate supply of
energy for the state of New Hanpshire. And
Counsel for the Public has all the rights and
responsibilities of a party to the case. In
ot her words, Counsel for the Public cones into
the case and has just as nmuch rights to file
noti ons, nmake argunents, nake objections as
Ever source does, or any other party who may be
i nvolved in the case. Counsel for the Public
in this particular case is Assistant Attorney
Ceneral Chris Aslin. He's right here in the
third row |I'mgoing to turn the m crophone
over to himfor a mnute so he can introduce
hi nsel f, and he can |l et you guys know how to
contact him But his contact information is up
there as wel|.

MR ASLIN: Thank you, Mke. As you
just heard, ny nane's Chris Aslin, Assistant
Attorney CGeneral with the Departnent of
Justice. 1've been appointed as Counsel for
the Public for this proceeding. And you can
see on the screen the statutory role that
Counsel for the Public plays. It's inportant

to renenber that Counsel for the Public
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represents the public interests at large; it
doesn't represent individual nenbers of the
public. So, unfortunately, |'m not your
specific lawer if you have an interest. And

if you are going to be involved in the case on

your own personal interests, |I'd recommend you
find your own attorney for that. However, as
Counsel for the Public, | amtasked with

| ooking at this project with the public's
interest in mnd. And |I'd be very interested
to hear any concerns nenbers of the public have
about the Project, concerns or support. And I
can be a resource for you to understand the
process, along wth Pam Monroe, in answering
any questions. So if you have things you'd
like to tell nme or have questions for ne, |
wi Il be around after this presentation and
happy to speak with you. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Chris.

If you go on to our web site, you
will see that we have a copy of the Application
avai l able there. You will see that they are

gi normous dockets that contain all Kkinds of
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information. That's because a | ot goes into

t hese proceedi ngs before we even get to this
point. Before an application is filed, the
applicants generally are doing studies with the
| ndependent System Operator who runs the New
Engl and grid to make sure they can put their
power out to the public. These applications
generally have | ots of environnental and
resource studies that support them The
Application -- the applicants generally are
meeting with state agencies to find out what
the requirenents are going to be in advance so
that they can conply with them And there are
a | ot of agencies, both state and federal,

i nvol ved in the process, even before an
application is filed. Most applicants make
contact with regional planning conmm ssions,

| ocal zoni ng boards and pl anni ng boards and
muni ci palities. They generally obtain the

| ong-range plans for the municipality, the
zoni ng ordi nances, the planning ordi nances, and
are prepared to discuss how their project can
fit in with those things. Obviously, if you

are a power generator -- which this is not a
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power generation facility in this docket. But
if you're a power generator, you have to nake
arrangenents for transm ssion. You have to
make arrangements to buy and sell power,
financing. Wth sonme of our projects that cone
before the Site Evaluation Commttee, there are
big tax credit issues, particularly if they're
renewabl es. And each applicant who w shes to
site, construct and operate an energy facility
in the state of New Hanpshire nust, before they
even file with the Site Evaluation Conmmttee,
hold a public information session in each
county where the Project is proposed to be

| ocat ed, sonewhat simlar to what we're doing
here tonight, although the Commttee itself is
not involved in those proceedings. But at

| east 30 days before filing they have to have a
public information session in each county. And
I understand that that occurred both here in
Strafford County and al so i n Rocki ngham County
for this project back in April or May. Then,
when an Applicant files their application, one
of the reasons why they are so large is because

of our requirenents. W require they describe
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each piece of the application, each nmjor part
of it, in reasonable detail; we require themto
identify their preferred choice of route, in
this particular case because it's a

transm ssion |ine; and any ot her choices for
each major part of the facility, that they
descri be the inpact of each nmgjor part of the
facility on environnent; that they describe the
Appl i cant's proposals for studying and sol vi ng
any environnental problens; that the Applicant
describe the Applicant's financial, technical
and manageri al experience and why they believe
they are capable of siting, constructing and
operati ng such a project; they have to docunent
that witten notification of the Project,

i ncl udi ng copi es of the Application, have been
given to the governing bodies in each community
in which they're going to be |ocated; and that
t hey have in reasonabl e detail provided the

el enents of and financial assurances for a
facility decomm ssioning plan. That's one of
our regul ations, one of our rules. And the
Appl i cant nust al so provi de any additi onal

information that's contai ned in our rules. And
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believe nme, there's a |ot of information that
iIs required to be provided in Site 301. That's
our fancy |lawer talk for our rules and
regul ati ons.

The SEC has tine franes that are
created by statute that we nust conply wth.
Havi ng this hearing tonight is conplying with
one of those tinme frames. The first tine frane
is that the Applicant nmust, at |east 30 days
before filing its application, nmust hold a
prefiling information session that | discussed
before. Once the Application is filed, the
chairman of the Application is charged with
expeditiously providing the Application to all
of the state agencies that nay have
jurisdiction. There is a prelimnary review
that is conducted by the Site Eval uation
Commttee expeditiously. And then, wthin 60
days, the Site Evaluation Conmttee has to
determne if the Application is conplete and if
the Commttee is going to accept the
Application as conplete. 1In this case, that
did occur, and the Subcomm ttee voted to accept

the Application and i ssued an order accepting
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it on June 23rd. That date is inportant
because that's the date fromwhich all the
other tine franes run. So, as you see, the
rest of these tinme franes all are based on when
t he Application was accepted by the Committee.
Wthin 45 days after the acceptance of the
Application, this proceeding that we're doi ng
toni ght nust take place, as well as the one in
Rocki ngham County. As | said before, the
Rocki ngham County public informati on neeting
was schedul ed for June [July] 21. \Where's that
going to be?

M5. MONROE: New ngton Town Hal l.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO It's
Newi ngton Town Hall, if you want to do this
twice. Wthin 90 days of the acceptance of the
Application, which in this case would be before
Sept enber 12, 2016, the Subcommttee itself
nmust hold what we call a "public hearing” in
each county. Tonight, you only get Pam and |
hear to talk to. But at the public hearings,
there will be the entire Subcommittee that's
sitting on this case. So, getting to there,

that's four public neetings that are held: Two
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wth staff fromthe Site Evaluation Conm ttee,
and two with the Subcomm ttee itself in this
parti cul ar docket.

Wthin 150 days of the acceptance of
the Application, we require by statute all the
state agencies that have jurisdictional or
other reqgulatory authority to file wth us
draft reports. Those reports, dependi ng upon
which state agency it is, will |ook different.
Some of them have draft conditions they are
consi dering i nposing on the certificate.
Sonetinmes we get final conditions early on
Sonetinmes we get reports with recommendati ons.
Sonetimes we get reports that say we need nore
information. But that nust occur within 150
days. And then, within 240 days after the
acceptance of the Application, we require those
final agency decisions, so that if the
Departnent of Environnental Services needs to
I ssue an alteration of train permt, that nust
be issued by -- in this case, it wll be
February 8, 2017. Once the agenci es have
wei ghed in and we've had those public hearings

and public information sessions, we then go
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into what we call "adjudicative sessions.” And
those are sessions that you m ght think of |ike
you see on TV, like a trial. Wtnesses wll

actually cone into the hearing room They w ||
be cross-exam ned. There will be argunents
made, nenos witten. And then ultimately the
Subcomm ttee nust decide to either grant or
deny the Certificate, with or w thout
conditions, within 365 days of the acceptance
of the Application. 1In this docket, that date
is June 13th, 2017.

So, these are the tine franes that
the Conmttee nust go through and abi de by.
They're all contained in RS. A 162-H There
are a lot of internedi ate deadlines that get
set in these dockets for things |like discovery,
for filing notions to intervene and ot her
things like that. But these are the major
statutory deadl i nes.

There are a nunber of ways for the
public to participate in our process. First,
you' ve al ready heard from Counsel for the
Public. If you've got sonething you think he

ought to know or an idea that you think is
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wort hwhil e that he ought to pursue, you can

al ways contact Counsel for the Public. There
are the prefiled informati on sessions that

we' ve al ready di scussed. There are
opportunities to give your input to the
Applicant. There are these public hearings
that we're having tonight -- or public

i nformati on sessions that we're having tonight,
where you get to ask questions or nake
statenents. |[|If you' ve already made up your

m nd and want to tell us how you feel about the

Project, you can do that tonight. In addition,
there will be that public hearing where we'll
have the Subcomm ttee here -- maybe not in this

bui | di ng, but here sonewhere in Strafford
County -- to hear your concerns as well. So,
that's the fourth way that you can participate
as a nenber of the public. W accept witten
public comments, whether they are on these bl ue
sheets or whether you want to go hone on your
word processor and type out a novel for us. W
accept witten public comments through the
pendency of the entire proceeding until the

gavel slans at the end and they go into
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del i berative session. So, if anybody ever
wants to make a public conment on a particul ar
application, you can do that right up until the
end. Unlike federal agencies with cutoff dates
that are earlier, we don't have that. And by
statute, this commttee nust consider and wei gh
informati on and reports that cone in fromthe
public. So we have a statutory obligation to
read and consi der what the public thinks. The
sixth way is actually to intervene in that

adj udi cati ve proceeding, and that neans to
actually becone a party. |If you have a
substantial interest in the outcone of the
proceedi ng, you have the right to apply to
intervene. You file a notion to intervene in

t he docket if your rights, duties, privileges,

i mmuni ties or other substantial interests may
be affected by the proceeding. |In order to

I ntervene, you have to denonstrate that, that
you have that kind of interest; and No. 2, that
your participation is in the interest of
justice and will not interfere with the orderly
and pronpt conduct of the proceedings. In this

case, there is already a deadline set for
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anybody who wi shes to file a notion to
intervene in this case, and that deadline is
July 22, 2016. That deadline was also in the
notice that went out in the newspaper that I

di scussed before. So, anybody who w shes to

I ntervene should file a notion to intervene.
That notion, if you chose to file a notion to
I ntervene, should state in as nmuch detail as
you can what your substantial rights, claim
title or interest in the outconme of the Project
is so that Chairman of the Conmttee is aware
of exactly what's at stake for you. And it
shoul d al so give informati on why you'l |l be
polite and not interfere with the pronpt and
orderly conduct of the proceeding. So if you
file a notion to intervene, please be specific
about what your interests are.

Utinately, at the end of the day,
after all of the public hearings, public input,
t he adj udi cative hearings have been conpl et ed,
the Site Evaluation Commttee has guidelines --
not guidelines. This is what they nust
consi der by statute in determ ning whether to

grant or deny an application.
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First, the Commttee nust determ ne
whet her the Applicant has adequate financial,
t echni cal and manageri al experience to assure
construction -- | should say assure siting and
construction and operation of the facility and
continuing conpliance with any terns and
conditions of a certificate; second, the
Commttee nust determne, in order to grant the
certificate, nust determ ne that the Project
will not unduly interfere with the orderly
devel opnent in the region, and in comng to
t hat concl usi on, nust consider the views of
muni ci pal, regional AND pl anni ng comm ssi ons
and governing bodies. So, for those of who you
live in towns where this project will go
t hrough, or towns that may be affected by it,
you shoul d speak to your | ocal officials about
whet her or not it is prudent for themto becone
I nvol ved in the proceedi ng because the
Commttee wll listen to what they have to say.

The third -- and actually, it's nore
than three -- the Conmttee has to consider
whet her the Project will have an unreasonabl e

adverse i npact on aesthetics, historic sites,
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air quality, water quality, the natura
environnent, and the public health and safety.
That's sort of the guts of what the Commttee
nust determ ne. Those are the hardest
deci sions that the Conmttee has to undert ake.

And finally, the Commttee nust
determine if issuance of a certificate wll
serve the public interest. [|If an application
neets all of these criteria, the Subcommittee
should grant the certificate. |If the
Subcommittee finds that it fails to neet any of
these criteria, the Subcomm ttee shoul d deny
the certificate. But don't think that it's
usual ly just an up or down on nost
applications. These applications -- when
certificates are granted, they usually cone
with lots of conditions on them And those
condi ti ons becone part of the certificate, and
a failure to conply with conditions can lead to
enf orcenent actions agai nst the operator of the
pr oj ect .

So, once again, if you need to
contact the Site Evaluation Conmttee, there is

the best way to get in touch with us, through
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Pam All of the pleadings, the filings, the
noti ons, the objections, the public coments,
the Application itself, are all on that web
site. Wen you go to our web site, on the

| eft-hand side, go to Projects, and then go to
the particular year, which in this case is

bet ween 2010 and 2016, and click on that and
you'll see a list of projects filed during that
peri od, and then you can get right into all of
the filings this docket. So, with that, I'm
going to turn --

M5. MONROE: | just want --

PRESI DING OFFICER | ACOPINO Onh, |I'm
sorry. GCGo ahead, Pam

M5. MONRCE: | just wanted to add
t hat we have at this point received a petition
to intervene fromthe Town of Durham as well
as fromthe University of New Hanpshire, and
also fromthe Town of New ngton.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  So, at
this point 1'"'mgoing to turn the dais over to
JimJiottis from Eversource, and he's going to
make a presentati on on behalf of Eversource and

tell you a little bit nore about what the
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Project actually includes.

MR JIOITIS. Good evening. M nane
is JimJiottis from Eversource. | want to
t hank everybody for com ng out tonight to hear
about our project. W really appreciate it,
given the weather and the ACin here. W
appreciate you sitting through this.

First off, I think we really need to
do a little bit of a refresher of what this
project is and where it cane fromand why we're
here tonight. As M ke nentioned, we actually
had initial hearings, our initial public
i nformati on sessions on this back in April of
2015, over a year ago. W presented the
Project, and we think that the Project
proceeded as it should after those heari ngs.

We got feedback, and we took the feedback and
actually did sonething wwth it. It took us
over a year to do stuff with it, but we
actually did consider the feedback and utili zed
a |lot of the feedback. So, where we are
tonight is the Seacoast Reliability Project is
a 13-mle transmssion line. This is our first

public informati on session after filing. And I
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guess, as M ke nentioned, there's a series of

i nformati on sessions after this. There's

anot her one, a 90-day session, and then get

into sonme of the other parts of the hearings.
So, again, just to review, we're

tal king about a transmssion line. This is

115 kV line. \Were does that sit in your

electric systenf? How does that affect you as a

honeowner? The easiest way to think about it

is like a super highway, the federal highway,

the 1-95 of the electric system |It's designed

to nove significant anpbunts of power either

around the state or across the region. 1In this

case, it's really noving power across the

Seacoast Region. It's not noving power in from
other states. |It's not noving power from other
generators. It's noving power fromwthin the

Seacoast Region. As you can see on the map
there, there's generation on one side and the
custoner on the other side. The transm ssion
really sits in the mddle. It's that tie

bet ween generation and the distribution system
t hat serves the individual customers.

So, kind of taking a high-Ilevel | ook
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at the Project itself and why we need it,
really, this project is all about |oad grow h.
It's all about serving our custoners in the
region. It's about serving demands. It's
about serving it reliably. Wat happens with
the systemis, down at the bottomthere you see
a statenment about | SO New Engl and. They're
responsi ble for the transm ssion system They
| ook out, they do the studies, they do the
operation. In this case, they've done studies.
They' ve | ooked at the region. They |ooked at
projected growth. They factored in things |ike
rooftop solar. They've factored in things |ike
energy efficiency. And they've still cone back
and said, Well, the systemas it's built today
can't reliably serve the |load in the area under
certain conditions. Day in and day out we're
good; the lights are going to stay on. But
what we start |ooking at is what happens if we
| ose a line? Wat happens if we |ose a
generator? Al those "what if" statements.

You know, even when those happen, we're still
responsi bl e for keeping the lights on, and

that's what these studi es | ooked at. In this
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case, we can't guarantee keeping the lights on
if we start losing certain elenents in the
system Wien we tal k about the Seacoast

Region, it's not just, you know, the Portsnouth
area. |It's not just Rye. It's a fairly broad
area. You know, we consider the general
Seacoast Region. It extends from Rochester to
the north, all the way down to al nbst to the
Massachusetts border and extends to the west
out towards Epping, Nottingham Deerfield, and
t hen back to the seacoast. So it's a fairly
broad area. Again, if youlive in this area
and you spend tine here, you can see what's
going on. There's just a trenendous anount of
gromh. |If you happen to go out towards 125
and 101 in Epping, |look at all the added

busi nesses there. |If you go down to
Portsnout h, you can see all kinds of new growth
I n downtown Portsnouth. Even in Durham when
you cone in -- | live over in Nottingham \When
| cone in, there's all kinds of new housing and
whatnot that's built there. So there's a | ot
goi ng on. Like anything, when we start getting

of growth, you need infrastructure to support
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it, whether it's roads or bridges. 1In this
case, it's the electrical system So what
we're doing is upgrading or adding to our
infrastructure to support the growth that's
going on and to support the growh that we see
for the future.

So, let's talk a little bit about the
specifics of the Project. As | nentioned, it's
a 13-mle, 115 kV transm ssion |ine,
115,000-volt line. 1It's really designed to
connect our Madbury Substation, which is in
Madbury, to our Portsnouth Substation, which is
in Portsmouth. The Project is designed to
utilize the existing right-of-way. Wen we
first put the Project. together, that was one
of our criteria was to try to use the existing
ri ghts-of-way, existing corridors so we didn't
have to acquire any new real estate. W tried
to mnimze the disturbance to the area. W
tried to stay in places where there already was
sonething. |In this case, we've used an
exi sting corridor that currently has a
distribution line init, you know, the same

type of line that woul d serve your house. And
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that line pretty much runs in the sane pl ace.
It runs from Madbury into Portsnmouth. W're
using the sane corridor. |In sone cases, we're
keeping the existing distribution |line there
and in other cases we're noving it out. It
starts in Madbury. And just to kind of step
you through it, you're famliar wth the
railroad tracks that run through Durham
Predom nantly it runs down al ong those railroad
tracks until you get south of Durham proper to
t he Packer's Falls area. Fromthere, it turns
to the east and heads towards Little Bay. The
Project will go under Little Bay, conme up in
Newi ngton, again work its way through existing
corridors off the Spaul di ng Turnpi ke through
the mall parking |ots and end up at our
Portsnmout h Substation. When we initially
proposed this project, we proposed this as an
al |l -overhead option, really using a | ot of our
standard transm ssion designs. After worKking
w th our stakehol ders, working with the towns,
working with residents, taking that feedback
after that first set of information sessions,

the Project's been significantly nodified. The
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Proj ect now i ncl udes sonme additional sections
of underground, primarily through downt own
Dur ham under Main Street and through the UNH
canmpus. Just before the line enters Little
Bay, there's a section of underground that
all owed us to get the structure transitioned
from overhead to underground off of the bay, to
get it out of sone of the view sheds to address
a lot of issues of having a structure right
next to the water. The |ine goes under Little
Bay, as | said, and pops up in New ngton.
There's a little bit of underground in
Newi ngt on, and then conti nues on towards
Portsnouth. This is really a tine |ine of
where we've been. It nay seemlike a | ong
time. Frankly, it is. It's along tine for a
project. As | mentioned, this one we think
worked the way it should have. W had that
first information session in 2005 -- in 2015 --
I"msorry -- and we took that feedback and we
did sonething with it.

So, in this case, back in 2013 we
started naking initial outreaches to the

muni ci palities. 2014, we continued that and,
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actually, during this tine did a route

anal ysis. W |looked to see, did we pick the
right route? Are there other routes avail abl e?
Really reinforcing it. W spent nost of 2014
doi ng that study and | ooking at alternative

ways to get fromessentially Madbury to

Portsnmouth. In 2015, | would call that the
year of collaboration. | don't know It
was -- nost of the tine was spent working with

t he nmunicipalities, working with stakehol ders
to adjust the design of the line. For exanple:
In Durham | think we were neeting with
representatives fromthe town al nost on either
a nonthly basis or sonetines twwce a nonth to
go over it. W would show up with a design.
They provi ded feedback. W nmade adjustnents
accordingly. W tal ked about why we coul d or
couldn't do sonething. At that table we had
folks fromthe town, folks fromUNH W really
tried to get a cross-section of the town

| eaders to really get that input into our
project. And we continued the sane thing in
Newi ngt on, neeting with themon a nonthly

basi s, going over designs, trying to refine the
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designs. W also held a series of public
sessions to try to get people nore infornmed of
it. W'Il talk about sone of the specifics a
little bit later. But, again, tried to reach
out, trying to |l et people know, trying to talk
to all the stakeholders. So we get to 2016, we
finally submtted our application. And really,
that's where we are today is starting that
pr ocess.

So | nentioned our outreach efforts.
And | think this project really is about
outreach: 120 different types of neetings wth
st akehol ders. | nean, that includes
| egi sl ators, nunicipal groups, you know, a
whol e group of folks there. And as |
mentioned, it wasn't just to have one neeting
and wal k away. |In the case of Durham it was
nmeetings with Town of Durham and UNH nont hly or
sonetinmes twice a nonth. Sane thing in
Newi ngton. |t was continued neetings,
conti nued refinenent, continued input. Over
80-plus residential neetings. That's going out
to the folks who are on this line, fol ks who

are directly inpacted, talking with them
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under st andi ng their concerns, expl aining what
we are doing with them talking about how the
Project's going to look in their back yard. W
had bus tour in the Town of Durham for the
folks in Durham W took them around the |ine.
I think we also did a video as a result of that
bus tour, too. Again, we worked with a | ot of
our stakeholders. | think because of the
outreach, we got various |letters of support
from other groups. W also got, | guess
sonething we're very proud of, is the

coll aboration up in Durham |It's not that they
support it. It's not that they oppose it.

It's just that we've been there tal king. W've
been trying to work together on this thing.

So, as a result of those neetings --
again, if you renenber back in 2015 when we
started the line, it was overhead design. It
was pretty nuch a vanilla transm ssion |ine.
We've nade a | ot of adjustnents. In every town
t he Project goes through, we nade sone type of
adjustnment. Starting in Madbury, when we first
net with the folks in Madbury, the sel ectnen

and the planning board, their primry concern
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was structure heights and visibility. Wat we
did is we |eft Madbury Substation and actually
acquired a wider right-of-way. The project as
desi gned woul d have fit in the existing
right-of-way. 1In this case, we got a little
bit wder. That allowed us to reduce the
nunber of structures and al so reduce the
structure height. Wat that did, a big plus
for us, is where that crosses Madbury Road --
(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR JIOITIS: Wth the |ine crossing
Madbury Road, if we had stayed with the
original design, the structures would have been
tall. By getting the extra right-of-way w dth
we were able to drop it over 20 feet, which is
fairly significant.

Wien we nove into Durham there's a
| ot of activity in Durham W continued that
I dea of wi dening the right-of-way down to we
where we got to the UNH parking lots. Wrking
with UNHE we got a little bit w der
ri ght-of-way, which allowed us to | ower the
structures and limt the nunber of structures.

We really tried to adjust visibility issues.
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When we got to downtown Main Street,
that was really -- wth the feedback we got,
that was an extrenely inportant area for the
town, for the college. 1It's described as "the
gateway to Durham" You know, we took that and
we went through a | ot of designs, and we | anded
on an under ground desi gn through there,
under ground through -- starting in the UNH
parking lot, continuing under Main Street and
comng up into the UNH canpus further down.

That was not in the original design. That was
as a result of feedback.

When we got to the neighbors in
Durham that are particularly close to the
| i nes, these are the ones on the east side of
108, agai n, when we presented the initial
design, it was a very vanilla design. 1In this
case, we went out and spoke with the residents
and al nost gave them an option of what type of
structure, what type of design do you want. W
coul d have built either design. W solicited
f eedback fromthe folks on the line as to what
woul d they prefer. It was essentially a single

nonopol e structure or a structure side-by-side,
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and they sel ected a nonopol e.
(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR JIOITIS: Thank you. |
apol ogi ze.

Ckay. So we actually talked to the
folks next to the line. | don't say we gave
them carte bl anche on what they coul d have, but
we gave them sonme i nput on what type of
structures we could use there.

Wien we got to Little Bay, that was
anot her area where we got a | ot feedback from
the towmn. A lot residents didn't want the
structure right on the water. To be honest, we
didn't want it on the water either. It just
happened that Eversource owns a piece of
property right on the shore. So, working with
our engi neers, working with the | andowner, we
were able to secure property rights to nove
that structure off the bay, which really does a
nunber of things for us: It gets it out of the
view shed for the nost part. It also gets it
off the bay. So when you picture stornms and
things like that, it's better to have the

facilities off the bay. So it really works out
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as kind of a win for everybody on that one.

Vari ous i ndividual structure
rel ocati ons, again, those neetings where we
went out and tal ked to structures [sic], one of
the things we can do is slide our structures up
and down to really -- you know, we can't do it
to any great distance, but we do have sone
flexibility. So what we tried to do is what |
call "get the structure out of sonebody's
kitchen wi ndow." In other words, if you | ook
out your kitchen wi ndow and you see a
structure, we can slide it so that it's not
there. And we've done that with a lot of the
fol ks out there, nmeeting with them and getting
themto adjust the structure a little bit,
structure distance.

Anot her area where we got a | ot of
f eedback fromthe town was road crossings.
They really wanted us to do what we could with
our designs to limt what these things | ook
| i ke when you cross roads, particularly across
108. So we adjusted our designs, and we did
sonme very different designs to really keep the

lines | ow and keep them hi dden as well as
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possible. So we | ooked at that.

And one of the last itens i s upgrades

to local distribution. Wen we build this line
in the existing right-of-way with the existing
di stribution, we have to do sonmething with the
circuit that's there. W can't just shut off
and do our work. So we were going to do a | ot
tenporary relocations. Instead, we | ooked at
it and said, well, why don't we upgrade what's
on the road, nmake it permanent. That lets us
have our -- lets us do our work. \Wen the
Project's over, that remains and it actually
becones an i nprovenent, particularly al ong
Dur ham Poi nt Road. What the Project all ows us
to do nowis, when we're conpleted, we'll be
f eedi ng Dur ham Poi nt Road from bot h ends.
Again, that's a lot of the feedback we got from
the town, that Durham Point Road, given the
tree cover on it, the way it's built, it's seen
a nunber of outages. This should significantly
hel p that. Just doing this project allowed us
t o advance those distribution upgrades.

Anot her area where we really

solicited a |l ot of consultation and a | ot of
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f eedback was on Little Bay. As | nentioned, we
have to cross Little Bay. W spoke with a | ot
of folks. W really tried to reach out to al

t he stakehol ders who had sone interest on the
bay, whether it's strictly the environnental
groups, whether it's oyster farners, whether
it's DES, we really tried to hit everybody and
get sone kind of feedback into the design we
were proposing. And we did that. W reached
out to all these folks here and tal ked wth

t hem got feedback, showed them our designs,
showed t hem our thinking behind the designs. |
think at | east, and nmaybe everybody doesn't
agree with the Project, but | think they're
confortable with what we've presented.

In Newington, it's very nmuch the sane
story as Durham Again, we net with the town
on a regular basis. W got a | ot of feedback.
Sone of the things we did with the |Iine cones
out of the bay on the Newi ngton side. W again
acqui red new rights-of-way to nove it fromits
original location. |If we used the original
| ocation where the line used to cone up, that

line was originally put inin 1902. If we had
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used that, it would have been a pretty
significant disturbance. Instead, we were able
toreally go around that to limt the

di sturbance, again, working with the | andowner
where it was going to nake landfall, to kind of
get it out of the way.

Simlar to Durham we're doing sone
distribution work. In this case, noving we're
a distribution line off a historic site, and
nmoves it out of a view shed. It allows our
design to get | ower so that we can again
address the visibility issues. It allows us to
limt the nunmber of structures out there. And
also, it allows us to nake sone upgrades on the
exi sting distribution circuit, simlar to what
we' re proposing in Durham that would have just
been tenporary upgrades; instead we ended up
creating a pernanent solution out there.

As nmentioned, you know, there's a
historic district in Newington. W did a |ot
of the structure heights to try tolimt as
much as visibilty as possible. Were we cross
into the mall, we really tried hard to work

with the mall owners to not use parking spaces,
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even though the parking spaces are in our
right-of-way. W really adjusted our design to
either try to use the islands or try to use the
driveways to not affect their parking spaces,
to not potentially affect their business.

One other thing in Durham-- | nean,
sorry, New ngton. Again, simlar to Durham

we're talking a ot wwth them about the

under ground section of the line. Still working
t hrough that. Still working on the rights to
do that. It's on the table. It's sonething --

it's our desire to do it, and we're worKking
hard to try to get that done.

Some of the other benefits that would
go with this, in addition to what | just spoke
about, the first one is the reliability issue.
You know, | nentioned that right now we're
suscepti bl e to outages under given conditions.
Building this project takes care of that. It
hel ps ensure a reliable supply of electricity
into the future. The local distribution
upgrades | mentioned, that when the Project's
done, it not only will address transm ssion

i ssues, but it will better the distribution

{SEC 2015-04} [Public Info Session/Durhanl {07-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

47

system

There's jobs, both direct and
indirect. Wth this project, part of our
agreenent is to try to utilize New Hanpshire
| abor to construct it. So, hopefully we'll be
able to find jobs for |ocal fol ks, regional
folks. And then there's the indirect; those
peopl e who obviously are buying | unches,
needi ng to stay sonewhere. Those are indirect
things that go with it.

Then there's the investnent in the
towns. The Project right nowis about
$77 mllion. It crosses four towns, so that
I nvestnent i s broken up across the towns. You
can see it there. You can see the lion's share
is in Durham and Newi ngton: $41 mllion
i nvestnment in Durham $28 mllion i nvestment in
Newi ngton. Those are taxable i nvestnments. W
pay the property tax on our stuff. So those
are eligible for property taxes.

Alittle bit of discussion about the
time line of the Project. That first section
of the screen M ke tal ked about is the process

with the SEC And we tal ked about the
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statutory times -- having a little seeing the
white letters. But that gives you an idea.
Wiat we're |l ooking to do is hopefully start
construction in the third quarter of 2017.
It'll take roughly a year to construct. A |ot
of that construction is really bound by a | ot
of constraints we have with building. For
exanple: W're limted to when we can work on
Little Bay. We're |limted around UNH canpus.
We can't work there during the school year. W
don't want to cause a disturbance. So we have
very short wndowto do that. So there's a
nunber of those things across the |line that
really govern that schedul e.

So, that wraps up presentation on the
line. That first line, that we're avail able
for comments and questions, we're really
sincere about that. W haven't stopped getting
f eedback. W haven't stopped soliciting input.
You know, if you have sonething that you'd |ike
to discuss with us, feel free to either hit the
web site or nake a phone call, and we'll get
back to you, reach out and talk to you, talk

about what's going on with the Project, explain
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to you what's going on, you know, and see what
we can do to address your concerns.

So, that's the end of the
present ati on.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
So we'll nove into the next part of the neeting
tonight, and that is to take questions fromthe
public. Anybody who wants to present a
question to either the staff or the Commttee
or to the Applicant should wite it on the
green sheets. W have about three. And the
first one is for the Applicant.

So, M. Jiottis, the first question
Is: How much would it cost to bury 2100 feet
i n downtown Durham and why isn't the whole
t hi ng bei ng buried?

MR JIOTITIS: Ckay. The underground
I ssue conmes up quite a bit. The cost to bury
this section in Durhamis actually baked into
that $77 mllion cost. To give a specific
nunber on that is not going to nmean rmuch. Wen
we | ook at underground, in terns of just
st andi ng back and saying what's it going to

cost for underground, X-anmount of overhead
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line, the nunber that we typically use is
$10 mllion a mle. There's a lot that goes
into that. And the fol ks here on the
right-of-way, it's just hard to believe, but
there's a lot that goes into essentially
putting a trench in for a mle. D g up a
trench, obviously put a cable in. The reels
are limted, so we have to put --
(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR JIOTTIS: W have to put splice
vaults in. In other words, we can't get a
cable to go one mle. It cones in pieces. So
we have to splice it together. W can't just
do that in the road. You have bury a vault.
Those vaults are the size of snmall houses,
roughly 30 by 10 by 8. So, there's a |ot
behi nd the nunbers. Again, sonetines fol ks
have troubl e grasping that $10 mllion, but
that's what it works out to. Wiy can't we bury
the entire line? 1t really is about cost.
These projects are paid for by all the
rat epayers in New Engl and, which includes New
Hanpshire. The way the Project is designed

now, we'll be submtting it for what we expect
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to be regional recovery -- so, in other words,
it's paid for by all of New England. If we
were to underground the entire project for,
say, aesthetic reasons, or reasons that are not
consi dered good utility practice, that really
are just to make us happy, that project would
be paid for locally. So, instead of paying
$77 mllion, instead of paying 9 percent of
that, which is New Hanpshire's share, you would
pay 100 percent of that underground cost. So
that's really the driver behind it. |It's about
cost. Wiat we've tried to do is, you know,
With i nput fromour stakeholders, talking with
our experts, internally talking wth our

engi neers, is judiciously using underground
makes sense.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you. The next question is actually for the
Comm ttee, and I'll take a crack at it. [I'll
read the question first: | would like you to
pl ease cover the details and deadlines for
filing wwth the Site Evaluation Conmttee so
t hat anyone who would |like the status to be a

speaker, intervenor status, when is the
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deadline to becone an intervenor and how to do
it.

| went over that a little bit in ny
presentation at the begi nning of the neeting
tonight. The deadline to file a notion to
I ntervene, and notions to intervene nust be
filed in witing, is July 22. 1f you have any
questions about howto file it, you can call
Pam Monroe. But we do have adm nistrative
regul ations that also tell you howto file it,
and those are | ocated at New Hanpshire Code of
Adm ni strative Rules, Site 200 and 300. It has
all the rules in themfor what shoul d be
contained. As | indicated before, in that
nmoti on you should make sure to put in the
details about what is your substantial right to
claim title or interest in the outcone of the
proceedi ng so that the chairperson of the
Comm ttee knows what your interest is. And
al so address that you woul d not disrupt the
orderly process of the proceedings. In terns
of other details, the npbtions to intervene, in
the first instance, are ruled on by the

Chai rman of the Subcommttee. And if sonebody
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I's unhappy with that ruling, they can ask for
reconsi deration by the entire Subcommttee. So
t hose are sort of pretty nmuch the details of
how and when to file as an intervenor, if you
W sh to do so.

Ckay. The third question, and |
think half of this question is for us and half
is for you. I1'Il do our half first: The first
30 mnutes is all about the process. No real
information for the audience to really
evaluate. It's legal and state information
about process.

That's true. And the reason that
that's the first 30 mnutes is because that's
what the statute requires to be done at these
neetings. W are here to explain the process
to the public and obviously take questions |iKke
this. But that's why the first 30 mnutes is
fromstaff of the Commttee is all about the
process. | have no view, Pam has no view on
whet her this application should be granted or
deni ed, or what the Subcomm ttee shoul d
eventually do with it. In fact, | can pretty

much guarantee you that each nenber of the
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Subcomm ttee has no opinion on that yet because
they haven't heard the evidence. So all we can
really present you with at this stage is what

t he process is and how you can get invol ved.

Now, the second part of the question
I*"mgoing to throwto the Applicant, and it's
sort of a statenent, sort of a question. But
this particular questioner wants to know - -
wants you to know t hat people care about w ||
this negatively inpact ny town? WII this be
ugly to ook at? And were residents consi dered
in the plan? Because Eversource doesn't even
try to explain. "W | ooked at the issues, took
them seriously, incorporated theminto our
desi gn. "

And then there's an adnonition to the
Appl i cant that says, "Sell the Project. Don't
just tal k process.”

So it sounds to ne like there's three
questions there, M. Jiottis. "WII this
negatively inpact ny town?" | don't know what
town the questioner is frombecause it's not on
here. But there's only four involved, so you

can address that. And then, "WIIl it be ugly?"
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And then, "Were residents considered?"

MR JIOITIS: | guess, first, to
start off with, will it affect the town. W
t hink we've taken steps to minimze that
effect. | can't tell you that putting
sonething in is not going to have an effect.
But | think we've addressed a | ot of design
issues to really mnimze that by using
under ground, by varying structure designs,
| ooki ng at things |like plantings and things
like that. | think we've taken steps to
mnimze it. As far as it being ugly, | think
that's a rather subjective question that as a
designer I'mnot sure | can answer that because
it would probably be different than what other
folks mght |look at. But, again, we've taken
steps to try to mnimze that. W solicited
f eedback fromtown residents on the types of
structures. W' ve been open on what we plan to
use there, what we can do. So | don't think
it's going to be ugly. But, again, | think
it's a very subjective description of it.

And the | ast one, Mke? Sorry.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The | ast
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one is, were the residents considered in the
pl anni ng?

MR JIOITIS: Yes. | nean, as |
said, when we first rolled the design out in
2015, as | nentioned, it was a very vanilla
design. If you | ooked at a textbook on how to
design a transm ssion line, that's what you'd
build. W spent the | ast year what | would say
in getting feedback fromthe residents, really
t hrough their town | eaders, on what we can do,
and reaching out to residents along the I|ine,
resi dents who were i npacted by the |Iine, and
adj usting our designs. Again, whether that's
novi ng structures, whether that's putting
t hi ngs underground, or at |east explaining why
we can't do sonething, we've tried not to | eave
people in the dark. So |I think we have
considered residents. | think we've nade
adj ust ment s based on residents' feedback and
t he town feedbacks.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next question for the Commttee: |Is this
Power Poi nt and the informati on contained within

it on your web site?
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Not right now, but it wll be. In
t he next coupl e days, both the Power Point that

| presented, as well as the PowerPoint that

Eversource has presented, will both be up on
our web site, and it will be available -- they
wll be available to the public. Gve us a

coupl e days to get themup there. The
information that's in at |least the Site
Eval uation Commttee's PowerPoint that | went
t hrough with you, all of that is on the web
site because our statute and our rules and our
process are all contained in various sections,
not in the same format as the Power Poi nt. But
the information is there if you need it.
Toni ght, you can probably, with a little
research get it down. But the PowerPoint wll
be online within the next few days, both of
t hem

Next question, |ooks to be three of
them for the Applicant. [1'll take them one at
atime, M. Jiottis. The first one is: What
is the |l east environnentally disruptive way to
cross Little Bay, and are you doing it?

MR JIOITI S: Yeah, |'Il start with
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that. W feel we are. Again, we' ve consulted
with a lot of groups that have a stake in the
bay. As far as the |least environnental inpact,
I think we're doing it. That's what placing
the cable in the bottomof the bay, plowng it
in -- and "pl ow ng" sounds far worse than it
is. It's a way of putting -- using
hi gh-pressure water to put it underneath the
mud. It really limts the type of silt that
goes around it. It's a very sound process. W
did | ook other ways to get across the bay. W
| ooked at goi ng overhead. W even | ooked at
doi ng hori zontal directional drilling under the
bay. W felt those would end up with nore
envi ronnental inpacts. Both of those designs
have applications in other locations. This one
we really felt, going under the bay into, cal
it "bottom of the bay,"” was the nore
environnental ly sound desi gn.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Next
question is about the environnent as well:
What environnmental experts have reviewed this
pl an, and what are their objections to it?

MR JIOITIS: | guess | can refer to
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the groups that were on the screen there.
Those were all groups that were consulted. |
guess we solicited sonme input fromsone of the
f ol ks who cane here. In addition to nyself,
there's a nunber of folks fromthe Project who
are our subject natter experts. Maybe we can
get Sarah Allen to talk about it. Sarah is
from Nor mandeau. She's part of our
envi ronnent al group.

MS. ALLEN: H. As Jimsaid, |I'm
Sarah Allen. I'ma wetlands and wldlife
scientist by trade. |'malso the project
manager for Normandeau, supporting Eversource.

We did | ook at a nunber of options
for this design, as Jimnenti oned. Once we
came up with a design that seened the nost
appropriate, and in our terns that needs to be
the | east environnmental | y damagi ng, we
devel oped the design far enough al ong that we
could speak with the experts who typically
reviewit. And as Jimalluded, that includes a
| ot of the environnmental review ng agencies,
both at the state and federal [|evel, including

Departnent of Environnental Services, the U S
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Arny Corps of Engineers, the Environnental
Protecti on Agency, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Fish & Gane. W' ve had a nunber of
meeti ngs with those organi zati ons and recei ved
their input and addressed it where we felt we
could, or where it was inportant to. W've

al so reached out with a nunber -- to a nunber
of | ocal stakehol ders, including the oyster nen
who have aquaculture farnms in Little Bay, and
particularly those close to the Project. W' ve
tal ked to a nunber of residents. W've spoken
with as many organi zati ons as we can reach and
are willing to talk with us

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
Part of the question was what are the
objections. So, do any of those groups have
remai ni ng obj ections to your plan to go into
Little Bay, or through Little Bay?

MS. ALLEN: Well, I'mnot sure we're
quite at that stage yet. W're at the very
early stages of environnental review  Sone of
t he concerns, of course, have been water
quality; what will the jet plowing do to water

quality in Little Bay? And we have | ooked at
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that very carefully and gone forward with a
quality nodel. | hope a lot of you saw it in
t he open house. And the purpose of that was to
be able to identify both the concentrati on of
sedi nent going up into the water colum and the
extent that that plune would travel as the tide
carried it around the bay, and the duration of
iIt. So we understand all of those factors and
can | ook at the various resources in Little Bay
and determne how it mght affect that. And in
doi ng so, so far we have not gotten significant
negati ve feedback fromthe agencies. Mst have
asked questions. And when we've described the
process, they agreed to it. They thought our
nodel was very reasonable. They thought the
approach was very reasonable. And to date, |I'm
not aware of significant concerns fromthem
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Next
question is: Wat are the dangers of this

hi gher voltage line to residences close to the

i ne?

MR JIOITIS: GCkay. | guess as far
as dangers, well, first off, the line is
desi gned to not be dangerous. | nean, it's
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desi gned wth proper cl earances, designed at
proper heights. |In other words, we would

follow a |l ot of the codes, follow the |ine

standards to ensure it's not dangerous. |'m
not sure how to go into what's dangerous. |If
sonebody does sonething -- we've seen people
parachute into lines. | guess that nakes it
dangerous. Inherently, the lines are designed

not to be dangerous.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Next
question: \What tree height is used in your
Il lustrations of the various sections in the
pr oj ect ?

MR JIOITIS: Ckay. As far as the
Cross-sections that are in there, it's a
typical tree height. 1t's not at tree height
everywhere. |If you're concerned about a
specific area, we do have that. W've got the
tree heights near structures and we can talk
about the specifics. | think the height that
we use is 75, 65. The average over the entire
project is 85-foot trees. But, again,
obviously that's going to vary with sone pl aces

where there's no trees. Soif it's a
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particular structure that you're interested in,
get together with one of the fol ks afterwards
to go to that exact |ocation and tal k about
tree heights there.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Next

question is: Can you tell us nore about the

changes that will happen to upgrade Durham
Poi nt Road? What wll these changes | ook
i ke?

MR JIOITIS: Ckay. Sure. The
pri mary change that's going to happen there is
the voltage is going to be upgraded to
34,000 volts, which is the voltage you see

al ong nost of the roads. A lot of the poles

and wires there are ol d. | nean, there's no
ot her way to describe it. If you | ook at it,
they're old. Wres are probably green. It's

also only single phase. So that's going to be
converted to a three-phase line. Al nost all
the poles are going to be replaced. Poles wll
be slightly taller, about 5 feet or so taller

t han what's there today. The wire design wll
be a Hendrix wire design. That's a spacer

cable wire design. It's a nuch nore conpact
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design. Trying to think. | think there is
sone installed in town if you drive around. |If
you | ook up, it looks Iike a cross; you know,
in other words, a bracket with wires in it.
It's held that way. There will be sone tree
trimmng to do the initial construction. But,
again, it's a scenic road, so we do have
certain requirenents for trinmng. |It's not
goi ng to be hack everything down. W work our
nor mal process of working on scenic roads. |
guess it's going to be essentially a new
distribution Iine down there on that section
connected to it. It wll allowthe line to be
fed from Route 108 and also fromthe end of the
ri ght-of-way on Dur ham Poi nt Road back and
forth.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you.

Any ot her questions? Any ot her green
sheets? W don't have any nore up here.

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.

W'l|l nove into the next part of our -- oh,

wait. GCkay. W have sone nobre questions.
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Ckay.

Next question is: Along the railroad
ri ght-of-way, how nuch clear-cutting will take
pl ace? Please tell us the width and the | ength
of that clear-cutting.

MR JIOTITIS: | guess if you want a
specific answer, | have to |look that up. It
varies across the railroad. So if you give us
a mnute, we can look it up, Mke. O do you
want nme to --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. How | ong
do you think it wll take? Can he look it up
while | will read the next question to you?

MR JIOITIS: Sure.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next question is: Wy isn't directional
boring | ess obtrusive?

MR JIOITIS: Ckay. That's a good
question. The HDD is a process that's used a
lot. We initially considered that. Wat we
did is we brought in a conpany that's done | ong
and | arge HDD processes. To go underneath
Little Bay, we're tal king about 6,000 feet of
HDD, which is approaching the world record HDD
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for the size that we need. W'd be drilling a

hol e approximately 42 inches in dianmeter. So

it's a fairly good-size hole. So we brought in

fol ks who are specialists at that to | ook at

it. And they did a tabletop review of what

woul d be required. A couple things they cane

ontoreally quick is there's two geol ogi ¢ rock

formati ons there between Eliot and Kittery.

' mnot a geologist. But anyway, those are --
(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR JIOTITIS: Those are geol ogic
formati ons that are probably 30, 000 psi rock,
whi ch, again, |I'mnot a geol ogi st, but
apparently that's extrenely hard. And when
t hey | ooked at that with their drilling
process, they estimated it would be a three- to
six-nmonth drilling process, drilling from both
ends conti nuous. Once you start the drilling
process, you can't stop. You can't not have
the thing turning; otherwise, it gets stuck.

So we | ooked at that and said, okay, that's
going to be fairly inpactful to the folks there
that have to listen to the drilling process for

three to six nonths continuously. Al so, when
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they did their review, there's a fault line in
where those two rock formati ons cone together
that they identified. And there's concern that
when you drill through a fault line, there's a
hi gher chance that you could have sonething

called "frack out,” where essentially as you're

drilling through, it breaks out. And the fluid
that you use to drill is a bentonite fluid.
It's a lubricant to keep the drill going. It

actually could go up into the bay. And one of
t he concerns that we had was, if that were to
happen, the very properties that bentonite
woul d be coating snoboth woul d be awful to get
on the bottomof the bay; it would essentially
cover everything that's there. So that was the
concern. \When you do a HDD process |ike that,
there is rather |arge set-ups on both sides.
Agai n, when we | ooked at this and what would it
take to set up, we're tal king roughly 100- by-
200 to 100-by-300-foot areas on either side as
set-ups. And that's for drilling and pulling.

One of the other itenms we | earned --
| earned a | ot about HDD drilling fromthese

folks. Wen they drill a hole, they have to
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pull a plastic sleeve back through. Wen they
pul | that sleeve through, you can't pull a
little bit and stop. You got to put together
6, 000 feet of sleeve on one or the other and
pul | that through in one continuous notion. So
If you can i magi ne on one side of the bay to
the other would be a 6,000-foot, 42-inch copper
sl eeve on either side. |It's the sane thing
with the conduits that the cable would be in.
So, again, there's just a lot of the inpact on
both sides. And then also with bentonite, when
they drill wth it, they have | arge pools on
either side that they store it. Again, they
can typically nanage those things well. But
t here's al ways that chance of what happens if
that were to break. Again, we |ooked at it,
and the feedback we got fromthe bay is things
| i ke shellfish are extrenely inportant. And if
this were to get into the bay, it's not toxic,
but it really could cause a | ot of danmage.

So that's what we really put into
| ooki ng at why we didn't select the HDD process
to go under the bay.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Just
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because | think the question was actually --
t hank you for the answer about under the bay.
I think this questioner was asking why isn't
the directional drilling used to go underground
in the railroad way.

MR JIOITIS: Ckay. I'msorry. |
apol ogi ze.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Not hi ng
t o apol ogi ze about.

MR JIOITIS: HDD has an application.
It could have been considered. W're actually
using a formof HDD for part of that to go
under Main Street. W're using jack and bore.
It's simlar, inthat it's a hole that's
drilled and that you pull the cable through
i nstead of digging a trench. For the rest of
it, again, we |ooked at the econom cs of what
to do there. And trenching works. It should
be sinmpler than that. Again, you don't have
the setup for the HDD process on either ends.
W have a fairly tight area. W've got a
parking |l ot on one side that we can't use up a
| ot of spaces with. On the other side, it's

right, | don't want to say the heart of the UNH
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canpus, but it's a very congested area that we

would be tying up using this. So it was

really -- there's simlar reasons why we didn't
sel ect HDD through the -- along the railroad
bed.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Do we
have the data on the width and | ength yet? |
can go to the next question if you'd |ike.

MR JIOITIS: Hold on. GCkay. From
Route 4 down to the Madbury station --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Wy
don't you give himthe m crophone.

MR. PLANTE: | was trying to avoid
t hat .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Sorry.

MR PLANTE: M nane is David Pl ante.
' mthe project manager for Eversource in New
Hanmpshi re.

To respond to the question about the
anount of clearing along the railroad, there's
two separate widths that are proposed to be
cleared, starting at the Madbury Substation and
proceedi ng south to Route 4. That width w ||

be approxinmately 75 additional feet. That's
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about a distance of a little over 2,000 feet.
And from Route 4 south to the UNH parking | ots,
t hat di stance is about 3,000 feet. And the

wi dth of additional clearing there would be
approxi mately 25 feet.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Excuse ne. But
what about south? What about south of --

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. | think
the question is what about south of Durham
south of the, after it goes under Main Street
you' re tal ki ng about ?

MR. PLANTE: W' re not in the
railroad there. Fromthere it's in the
ri ght-of -way easement where we woul d be
proposing to clear to the edge of the existing
easenent .

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: So, how wide is the
easement and how nuch is the clearing --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The
question is: How wi de is the easenent and how

much is cleared currently?
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MR. PLANTE: The easenents are
normally 100 feet. There are sone vari ances
t hroughout the right-of-way, throughout the
Project length. But approximately 100 feet is
a good average, if you wll. Those sections of
ri ght-of-way have over the years encroached on
that edge, and so they're cleared to
approximately 60 feet now. W would be
proposing to clear to the edge, so, on each
si de, about 20 additional feet from where the
edge of taller trees is at the present.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Next

question is: Wen crossing Little Bay, how

wll the recreational uses of the bay -- for

i nstance, sailing -- be inpacted or disrupted,
and for how long will this disruption take

pl ace?

MR JIOITIS: Again, our intent is
not to disrupt it. To cross Little Bay, we'll
be doing it inthe fall, late fall, so the
amount of recreational boat traffic goes down
significantly. But in doing the work, we'll be
obvi ously coordinating closely with the Coast

Guard, the harbormaster. And probably the
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bi ggest issue with that is this isn't a fast
crossing. It takes alnpbst 13 hours to go
across there with the cable. So we're not

t al ki ng about sonething that's noving really
fast, where it's got to stop to allow a boat to
go by should be sufficient tine to do.

However, given the channel width there -- it's
not particularly w de on the New ngton side --
t here may be sone tines where we may have to
close it while the boats are going through
there. Again, it's later in the year. W'IlI
be coordinating closely wth the agencies

I nvol ved, whether it's the harbornmaster or the
Coast @Quard to coordinate that.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  Are
t here any ot her questions? Any other green
sheets? Do you have a green sheet?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Well, I'mtrying.
Could I just say --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The
problemis we can't get you on the record when
you tal k back there. So why don't you wite it
out and take it up. Take a mnute to |let you

do t hat.
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Are there any other -- anybody el se
have any questions that they're witing out,
other than the gentleman in the red shirt?

[ No verbal response]

MR JIOTTIS: Mke, could | nake just
one clarification?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Sure.

MR JIOITIS: The question was asked
about what the distribution circuit would | ook
| i ke on Durham Point Road. | had said 5-feet
structures. It's nore like 5 to 10 feet,
upwards of 10 feet for a new structure from
what's there today.

(Pause i n proceedi ngs)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
Next question: Cearing limts stated was
25 feet, plus or mnus, along the railroad
right-of-way. The man just said the clearing
wll be on both sides. |Is this true? East or
west, or both?

MR. PLANTE: Relative to the railroad
clearing, our work is only on the west side of
our proposed center |ine of construction, which

is on the west side of the rail road. Does t hat
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answer the question?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Wen you get out of
Dur ham - -

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Wiat the
man I s suggesting is that when you get south of
Durham the right-of-way is on the east side of
the railroad. So --

MR. PLANTE: Yes. Once you cross the
railroad, we're in the Eversource easenent as
opposed to being in the railroad easement or
rail road corridor for our line construction.
So, once we're there we wll be clearing both
sides of the right-of-way to its full limts.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  Any
ot her green sheets?

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO W're
now going to nove into that portion of our
public informati on session where the public is
invited to make comments. We only have one.

Is that is a green sheet or a yellow card?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: It's a green sheet.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Al
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right. Let's hold on for a mnute. 1'Il cone
get it then and start asking the question from
t he back of the room

(Pause i n proceedi ngs)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, sir. Ckay. The question is -- | nean, we
can both answer it -- what is the probability
that the Application wll be approved?

The answer fromthe staff of the
Committee is we don't know because we have not
gone through our process yet, and that process
Is going to dictate whether or not the
Application will be approved. Again, the
process is we have public neetings such as
this, followed by public hearings where the
Subcomm ttee actually cones and we go through a
simlar process. W get the input fromall the
state agencies, and then we go into a regul ar
adj udi cati ve-type process, just like a trial.
It's at the end of that that the Subcomm ttee
will close the record and begi n deliberating.
By the way, they deliberate in public. They
sit there, and they discuss all of the

statutory factors that they have to consi der.
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They di scuss the evidence that they've heard,
what's been filed wth the Application, what
may be m ssing fromthe Application, what they
li ke, what they don't |ike about the Project,
whet her they accept what is said by a w tness
or don't accept it. Al of that is done in
public. They're not allowed to go out in the
back room and hash it out. And they'll vote at
the end of all the deliberations. They'll vote
on whether or not to grant or deny the
certificate. And if they do grant it, they'll
al so vote on what conditions they should apply
to the certificate, if any. So | can't give
you odds. |'mnot an odds maker. But | can
tell you that that process will occur. |It's
occurred numerous tines over the years since
|'"ve been involved with the Site Eval uati on
Commttee. And it's a process that generally
cones up wth a decision that, for the nost
part, people have accepted. So | don't know if
you want to give odds on whet her the
Application will be approved or not.

MR JIOITIS: | don't think I'll give

odds. But | feel we've submtted a valid

{SEC 2015-04} [Public Info Session/Durhanl {07-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

78

application, nmet all the requirenents of the
application. And we think we have a sound
project. But |I'll defer to Mke's explanation
on that rather than provide odds.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. | f
there's no further green sheets, we'll now nove
into that portion of the neeting where the
public can nake statenents. W only have one.
If you want to make a public statenent, fill
out one of these yellow sheets. W only have
one right now, and that is a M. Bill Hall
You can cone right up to the m crophone at that
brown podi um over there.

MR HALL: May | hold and wait --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. ' m
sorry?

MR HALL: May | wait until later in
t he nmeeti ng?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NGO  Thi s nay
be the end of the neeting. You're the only
speaker card we have. So if you want to speak,

it will be now because you're the only speaker.

MR, HALL: Couple of comments. |
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noti ced that Maine just revised their average
use for residential custoners from

500 kil owatts to 550. | suspect that if we
haven't done it, we're going to be doing that
soon. That is probably an indication of how
much el ectricity people are using with
appl i ances, particularly air conditioners.
This project is about 250 negawatts to support
t he seacoast and an alternative fee per
situation. And the usage of the seacoast has
not gone up two-plus percent as it does -- as
It has been a couple years ago. It went up
four and a half percent, which is driving this
issue. So | think we can't put our heads in

t he sand unless we think the seacoast is going
t o appreci ate brownouts.

The other thing you were comrenti ng
on, the jetty, which is probably the best way
to go across the bay. Renenber that G eat Bay
Is 6,000 acres. Five feet of water for
40, 000 square feet which would be
200, 000 square feet per acre; so, 1 foot of
jetty woul d dissipate theoretically into

200, 000 square cubic feet of tide going either

79
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way. G eat Bay probably exchanges nore than 10
billion gallons per -- southwest of Adans Poi nt
per tide, which would be 20 billion gall ons
every 25 hours. And the jetty woul dn't put
anything in the water columm that isn't already
there in the nud. And the fresh water com ng
down, for instance, Lanprey, at

6 billion gallons a day, the color of chocol ate
mlk, in the spring would be far nore
detrinmental than any jetty would do. [If you
want, you can do the jetty on the outgoing
tide. Thank you very nuch.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, sir. Anybody else wsh to nake a public
comment ?

Yes, sir. Wiy don't you -- and if
you coul d, before you leave, fill out a yell ow
card so we have your nane and everything in the
record, okay. And identify yourself when you
reach the podi um

MR GOVER: [|'m M chael --

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR GLOVER: M chael G over, 10

Hem ock Way, Durham New Hanpshire. Basically,
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ny backyard's on sone of these lines you're
tal ki ng about, or close to. M biggest
question is it appears that there's a very w de
ri ght-of-way that goes up through Dover and
t hen cones down north of Route 4. Wy not use
that? |If you have a traffic problem you tend
to doubl e down on an existing road, |ike an
interstate corridor, and you | eave the
beauti ful scenic ways as they were. So why are
you guys installing a big line through a bunch
of otherwi se pristine areas?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO That's a
question. | guess we'll take it as a
rhetorical question because --

MR GOVER It's a rhetorical
question, but it's actually to the point. Wy
do you need to do this? Wy can't you do it

anot her way? There's a cost here. Nobody

wants to see Geat Bay plowed up. | actually
have reliability problens. 1I'm you know,
cl ose enough to the UNH canpus. | can hear the

football ganes and hear the roar. Maybe one
year in three we | ose our power for the better

part of a week in the winter. That's perhaps
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over the past 10 years. This project is titled

areliability project, but it really won't fix

t hat because it's the local lines that are
getting knocked down by the trees. | amnot --
| don't mind -- I"'moff MIIl Road, and M|

Road does not appear to be schedul ed for an
upgrade. WMaybe the problemis fundanental, and
so beit. But like | said, is there a better
way to do this? |'mnot excited about seeing a
hundred-foot-tall structure a couple of hundred
feet fromny property. |'m concerned about ny
property boundaries. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Sir.

| s there anybody el se who w shes
to -- and sir, if you could just fill out one
of those yellow cards so we have your nane in
the record. | think someone |eft one right on
your seat for you there.

Anybody el se wsh to make a public
comment ? Do we have any other yellow cards in
t he back?

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  Ckay. |

{SEC 2015-04} [Public Info Session/Durhanl {07-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

83

guess we W ll be adjourned. | guess -- yes,
M. Hall.

MR HALL: | want to clear up the
conf usi on about the one-week outages that the
person just brought up, which was, | think, to
the point. This project won't affect our
outages in Durham Qur outages in Durham are
creat ed because we fought the power conpany for
many years to keep themfromcutting. W've
just had an i nprovenent on Madbury Road, but
the cutting there isn't done. Some people
think that a spacer cable wll solve the
problem But the real issue is, on our
one-week outages, it's because in one case we
had 40 pol es knocked down. Spacer cable won't
fix that. The trees com ng down on the |ines
wi || knock down the poles, whether it's spacer
cable or sonme other kind of cable. Until
Durhamis snart enough to systematically cut
along its roads, that's going to continue to be
a problem And heaven help us if we get an ice
stormlike they had in Montreal. And there's
so nmany pol es around, we won't get our power

back until July. So I think it behooves Dur ham
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to do nuch nore aggressive cutting. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank

you, sir. Any further public coments?
(No verbal response)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Seei ng
none, we w |l be adjourned. Qur next neeting
iIs the 21st at the Newi ngton Town Hall at
6: 00 p.m Thank you all.

(Wher eupon the Public Infornmati on Session

was adjourned at 8:10 p.m)
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