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PROCEEDI NGS

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Good
af ternoon, | adies and gentlenen. Thank you
for com ng, and thank you to New Hanpshire DES
for letting us use this space so we didn't all
have to go to Concord for this public comrent
sessi on.

Wel cone to the Public Statenent
Hearing of the New Hanpshire Site Eval uation
Commttee. W have just one docket for
consi deration on today's agenda. |It's a Public
Statenent Hearing of the Application of Public
Servi ce Conpany of New Hanpshire, d/b/a
Ever source Energy, for a Certificate of Site
and Facility, Docket 2015-04, better known as
t he Seacoast Reliability Project.

Before turning to our agenda, | would
ask the Subcomm ttee Menbers to introduce
t hensel ves, starting with Director Mizzey.

D R MJZZEY: Hel | o. El i zabet h
Muzzey, and |I'mdirector of the D vision of
Hi storical Resources in the Departnent of
Nat ural and Cul tural Resources.

MR, WAY: GGood evening. [|I'm
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Chri stopher Way. |'m Deputy Director of the
Di vi si on of Econom ¢ Devel opnent within the
Depart nent of Business and Econom c Affairs.
MR SHULOCCK: |'m David Shul ock, and
' mthe general counsel at the New Hanpshire

Public Uilities Conm ssion.

MS. DUPREY: (Good evening. |I'm
Susan Duprey. |I'ma public nenber of the SEC.

MR, SCHM DT: Good evening. |I'm
Chuck Schmdt. | work for New Hanpshire DOT.

' mthe adm nistrator of Right-of-way.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: I
negl ected to introduce nyself. [|I'mPatricia
Weat hersby. |'malso a public nmenber. And to
my right is our counsel, M chael I acopino.
Also with us is our adm nistrator, Pam Mnroe,
who's wavi ng her armthere. She's the one
that if you have any questions or concerns
about how things are going tonight, or witten
comments or whatever, she's our go-to person.

We're now going to open the Public
Statenent Hearing. OCh, I'msorry. He was
going to get introduced |ater, but 1'1]

I ntroduce himnow. W also have Attorney
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Chri stopher Aslin fromthe Attorney General's
Ofice. He's representing the public in this
matter.

So, for the conveni ence of everyone
present, |I'mgoing to review the rel evant
hi story of this docket.

It was on April 12th, 2016, Public
Servi ce Conpany of New Hanpshire, d/b/a
Eversource Energy, applied to the Site
Eval uation Commttee to construct a new
115-kilovolt electric transmssion line. |It's
approximately 12.9 mles in |l ength between
exi sting substations in Madbury and in
Por t snout h.

The Application was amended on
March 29, 2017. Over the course of the docket,
t he Applicant has also filed various
suppl enents to the informati on contained in the
Application. W also received reports from
state agencies wth jurisdiction or other
regul atory authority over portions of the
Appl i cati on.

On February 19th, 2015, the

Subcomm ttee received a letter fromthe state
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fire marshal indicating that there was no
reason for that agency to be involved in the
pl anni ng process.

On March 10, 2017, the Public
Uilities Conm ssion i ssued an order granting
the Applicant's request to construct the
transm ssion |line across and over the Oyster
Ri ver and under Little Bay in the town of
Dur ham and over Pickering Brook and under
Little Bay in the town of New ngton. That
order is on file with the Subcomm ttee.

On June 14th, 2018, the PUC granted
the Applicant's petition for seven additi onal
i censes to construct and maintain electric
lines, neutral wire, fiberoptic cable over and
across public |lands owned by the State of New
Hanpshire i n Dur ham

On August 1st, 2017, the Depart nent
of Natural and Cul tural Resources, D vision of
Hi storical Resources, filed a final report with
its recomendati ons and conditi ons.

On Novenber 21st, 2017, the
Departnment of Transportation filed a progress

report with the Subcomm ttee. That report
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sought additional information fromthe
Applicant. As of today, the DOT has not fil ed
its final report or decision, reconmmendations
or proposed conditions.

On February 28th, 2018, the New
Hanmpshi re Department of Environnental Services
i ssued a final decision on parts of the
Application related to a Wetl and perm t,
Alteration of Terrain Permt, 401 Water Quality
Certificate and Shoreland Permt. Each of the
DES permits contai ned a nunmber of conditions.
In addition to the conditions applicable to
these permts, New Hanpshire DES recomended
that this Subcomm ttee consider requiring
addi ti onal studies and conditions pertaining to
t he submari ne construction in Little Bay.

The Attorney Ceneral appointed
Chri stopher Aslin for the Counsel as Public in
this matter.

A nunber of people and agencies were
permtted to intervene in this proceeding. The
i ntervenors are: The Town of New ngton, the
Town of Durham and UNH jointly, Conservation

Law Foundati on, Durham Hi storical Society, the
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Nat ur e Conservancy, the Durham Resi dents G oup,
Hel en Frink, Keith Frizzell, Fat Dog Shellfi sh,
t he Crow ey-Joyce Trust. And the final
adj udi catory heari ngs conmmenced on August 29,
2018.

Under New Hanpshire Code of
Adm nistrative Rules, Site 202.25, nenbers of
t he public who do not have intervenor status in
this proceeding but have an interest in the
subj ect nmatter should be afforded an
opportunity to state their positions. W're
here today for a Public Statenment Hearing.
Notice of this Public Statenent Hearing was
I ssued on Septenber 13, 2018. Notice of the
schedule with a roster of speakers were issued
on Cctober 3rd, 2018, and anended, | think
yesterday or the day before.

Each speaker on the roster shal
limt his or her statenent to three m nutes.
If there's tine renaining, nenbers of the
public who did not pre-register wll be all owed
to provide statenents in the order that they
sign in. Individuals who do not wi sh to speak

in public nmay have their statenent read by a
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person of their choice.

Two requests: |If you prefer to
submt a witten comment and not speak, or if
you have prepared basically a script of what
you're saying and would like to provide it to
us, that woul d be appreciated. You can | eave
it in that green box near Attorney Aslin. That
wi Il hel p our stenographer get your testinony
down verbatim W want to nake sure we don't
want to mss anything. |If you don't have
witten comments prepared, that's totally fine.

I*"mgoing to call the nanme of the
first commenter and al so the name of the next
two persons to follow. Please get ready to
come up when it's your turn. Wen you make
your statenent, you will need to speak -- cone
up to this table right up here. You can sit or
stand. Pl ease speak right into the m crophone.
You have to get really close, unconfortably
close. You do not need to speak for the full
three m nutes. |Indeed, those that follow you
woul d appreciate it if you do not. [If you go
over the three mnutes, we're going to |let know

and show you a clock telling you you' ve gone
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over three, three and a half mnutes. That's
your signal to wap it up. |If you go beyond
four mnutes, I will ask you to stop, and if
there's tine remaining at the end of the

eveni ng, you will be allowed to continue. But
we do want to ensure that everyone who has
signed up will have an opportunity to tal k and
make their statenent tonight.

So, that said, our first comrenter is
Chris Phillips, and he will be foll owed by
Jenni fer Sanders and Representative Marjorie
Smit h.

CHRI'S PH LLIPS: Thank you. Thanks
to the Commttee Menbers and those that have
cone out this afternoon to coment and al so
| i sten about this proposal.

My name is Chris Phillips. I'mfrom
Dur ham New Hanpshire. |'m |l ucky enough to
live in a nei ghborhood that has access to the
Oyster River, and ny famly and | spend a great
deal of tinme in the Geat Bay Estuary. |'m
speaki ng out today firmy opposed to the
pl owi ng project in Little Bay.

In 2012, | founded Dover Point Oyster
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Conpany and successfully grew and sold oysters
in Little Bay. | participated as the buddi ng

aquacul ture industry grew fromfour farns to

over a dozen today. |In 2017, | sold ny farm
It's still in operation but under new
owner shi p.

|'ve been in this roomannually for
DES shel | fish neeti ngs as we di scussed the
nat ural and man- made i ssues that concern
aquacul ture and the bay in general. Believe
nme, there are many issues. The health of the
bay and its organi sns are under great stress
fromwastewater treatnent facilities, runoff
from over popul ati on and devel opnment and
tenperature rise, just to nane a few. As we
know, many hardwor ki ng peopl e and organi zati ons
have spent countl ess hours and dollars trying
to inmprove the health of the G eat Bay. W
can't jeopardi ze this slow healing process the
bay i1 s undergoing by introduci ng anot her
stressor. Disrupting the sensitive ecosystem
by bl asting | ong dormant and potentially toxic
sedi nents and biologics into the water col um

whi ch woul d be spread far and w de by the tides

13
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may undue nuch of the progress nade over years
of conservation, as well as threaten the
l'i veli hood of the folks -- nany are ny
friends -- that are nmaking a living fromthe
bay.

| also own a prosthetics conpany in
Portsnout h, and | understand affordabl e energy
I's needed, especially for a grow ng popul ati on.
And it's mandated in the region. There are
ot her avenues to Portsnmouth that coul d and
shoul d be used to bring in additional energy.
An addition such as wnd and solar locally
coul d decrease the need to bring it from
outsi de the area.

My kids are six and nine years ol d.
We spend countl ess hours fishing, boating,
swi mm ng and expl oring the beautiful shoreline
of the Great Bay Estuary.

| ask that you don't allow this
project to potentially danage a vital ecosystem
for the sake of ease of access or cost savings.
| urge you to vote "NO' on the proposal and
have Eversource route the power |ine el sewhere

if it's truly needed. Thanks for allow ng nme

14
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t o speak.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Next ,
Jenni fer Sanders and then Representative
Marjorie Smth, foll owed by Lulu Pickering.

JENNI FER SANDERS: Thank you for the
opportunity to be heard today. M nane is Jen
Sanders, 20 Col ony Cove Road, Durham This is
ny wife, Robin Cooley, and here is our
spectacul ar view of Little Bay.

Qur entire famly is vehenently
opposed to Eversource's plan to jet plow three
times beneath Little Bay because we fear it
Wi ll do irreparable damage to this delicate and
much revered national estuary and the wildlife
that calls it hone. W spend our days on the
shore of Little Bay paddling, sw mm ng and
admring the wildlife. [|'msonetines |ucky
enough to capture the beauty of that wildlife
through the lens of ny canera. You'll see a
few of those photos today. My wife and | dream
of one day havi ng grandchil dren who spend their
sumers with us on Little Bay. W dream of
t aki ng these future grandchildren with us as we

paddl e out to see the seals who spend their

15

2015- 04} [ PUBLI C STATEMENT HEARI NG {10-11-18}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

16

time every day swi mm ng and basking on the
| edges that are visible fromour shoreline.
But we fear that jet plow ng would infect the
waters they swmin and their food supply with
pol | utants and bi ol ogi cal contam nants such as
arsenic, which the incredibly strong 8-foot
ti des woul d spread throughout the estuary
Wi thin hours, driving the seals away.

We al so dream of taking our
grandchi ldren to see the bald eagl es and
eagl ets that hatch each year in their nest at
the property next to Eversource's proposed
project site. This imge shows the proximty
of the nest to the work site, approximtely 642
feet. We have no doubt that the clanorous work
Ever source proposes on this site to install
hi gh-vol tage transm ssion towers and jet pl ow
under the bay wll drive the eagles away from
their nest permanently, even if work is done
when eaglets are not present. Just as
concerning is the fact that the adult bald
eagl es use a perch directly above the work site
every day to scout for food, which they of

course need to do to survive regardl ess of
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whet her eaglets are present in the nest.

Here's a closer view. No doubt they chose to
clear this perch for thensel ves because its

| ocati on above the Eversource work site all ows
thema close and direct line of vision to their
nest so that when they do have eagl ets, they
can watch over them and secure food for them at
the sane tinme. The Eversource project would
destroy this perch, posing an additional threat
to the eagles and their ability to feel safe
and unt hreatened in this area.

We al so dream of taking our
grandchildren out on our little notor boat to
pass through Furber Strait, the body of water
that connects Little Bay and G eat Bay and
whi ch was naned after their own ancestor,

Wl liam Furber, who ran a ferry there in the

| ate 1600s. But we fear that the 6, 000-pound
concrete slabs that wll be installed in the
bay between our hone and this section of the
estuary will hinder our passage at |ower tides
and mar the beauty of this historic and scenic
ar ea.

We believe that the proposed project
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w | | have unreasonabl e adverse effects on the
water quality and wldlife of our bel oved
estuary. The environnental risk of jet plow ng
and underwater cable installation is far too
great, and Eversource's willingness to be held
account able for any environnmental danage is far
too snal | .

We i nplore you to use your power --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Ms.
Sanders --

JENNI FER SANDERS: -- to help us
protect the Great Bay Estuary. W trust we
won't have to show these photos to our
grandchi | dren about how t hings used to be. W
trust that we'll be able to show t hem
firsthand the wonders of the estuary. Thank
you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Thank
you. Next is Representative Marjorie Smth,
followed by Lulu Pickering and Ni ck Tull oh.
Sorry if | mspronounce nany peopl e's nanes
tonight. | apologize in advance.

REP. MARJIORIE SM TH:  Good

afternoon. Since 1996, | have represented
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Dur ham and Madbury in the New Hanpshire House.
Many of ny constituents are behind ne, and
t hey m ght want to stand or wave just so that
you see how many there are.

Also in this roomis M. Ned
Mcl ntosh, who at 102 has spent nore tine than
any of the rest of the us on the bay, watching
t he bay devel op up and down and up agai n, and
he can give us a tine |line that shows the
i mportance of the bay.

The | egi sl ature believes that public
I nvol venent is essential, and that is why the
| egi sl ature has changed several tines the | aws
relating to this process. And it is through
t he public nenbers that we can best be heard.
It is only you who represent the interests of
the public, and this is our only chance to
speak to you.

The 17-m | e shoreline that New
Hanmpshire presents to the Atlantic is known.
What is | ess known is that we are the
caret akers of one of the nost inportant and
fragile ecosystens in the nation. The G eat

Bay is an estuarine system Tw ce a day, the

19
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fresh water com ng down nyriad rivers m xes
wth the salt water fromthe ocean. Wen the
tide is out, nud flats are exposed that equal
roughly half of the area of the entire system
The nud flats, the bottom are a significant
conponent of the delicate bal ance that nust be
mai nt ai ned. And that assunes that they are not
bl ocked by | arge concrete structures.

| live on the Oyster River feeding
into the bay. For nore than 300 years oysters
wer e abound until we humans upset the bal ance
with runoff polluted by fertilizer and waste.
Wth the increased awareness of the public's
responsibility, the quality of the water has
i nproved and there is, as you have heard, a
growi ng i ndustry of oyster production, bringing
back an i nportant economi c activity, inportant
to the region and to the state.

You nust ensure that the site
sel ected by |1 SO and Eversource neets the
requi rements of the lawwith... "will not
unduly interfere with the orderly devel opnent
of the region."

Durham s Master Pl an stresses the
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I mportance of maintaining the rural nature of

the town, and our planning and zoni ng

requi rements carry out that goal. This
proposal will provide disorderly, not orderly,
devel opnent of the region... "will not have an

unr easonabl e adverse effect on aesthetics,
historic sites, air and water quality, the

nat ural environment and public health and
safety.” On every count, this proposa

vi ol ates the requirenent by dramatically

w deni ng the corridor and building towers far

hi gher than anyt hing we have in town.
Aesthetics as viewed fromthe | and or viewed
fromthe bay wll be conprom sed. The town has
been here since the 1600s and works to honor
and protect our history. The plan cuts through
stone walls, cellar holes, quarries and
historic sites. The utility plans to use a
systemto bring the wires across the bay that

has never been tested in an estuarine system

with no way to predict what will happen, except
that plowwng will forever alter the delicate
bal ance of the Geat Bay... "will serve the

public interest. And there are several

21

2015- 04} [ PUBLI C STATEMENT HEARI NG {10-11-18}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

22

alternative routes that do not involve the bay.
At | east one of them has foll owed nore closely
the route of transm ssion lines already in

pl ace. This proposal does not neet the
required site selection standards and shoul d go
back to the drawi ng board. Thank you very nuch
for your tine.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Next
is Lulu Pickering, foll owed by N ck Tull oh and
Al exandra Jacuch.

LULU PI CKERI NG  Thank you very nuch
for being here today. W appreciate it.

First of all, | hope you deny the SRP
proposal. It does not belong in the
residential area of New ngton, and never has.
SRP is wong at nultiple levels. You are the
only ones who can deny this project and protect
our residential area. |If SRP is approved,
however, the Town of New ngton has argued for
the lines to be buried underground. The
Pi ckeri ng Farm does not want underground |ines
on our farm because the damage fromthat woul d
be much greater than the installation of four

pol es.
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My husband and | deci ded a year ago
that any mtigation funds from an adverse
i mpact on viewng utility poles on our farm
should go to the Town's benefit and not to us
personally. A proposal was on the table for up
to $250,000 in mtigation funds to be used to
i mprove the old town center. This anount
contrasts to about $1 million to bury the lines
across the three Pickering-Poulin fields that
we now hay. Through a series of closed-door,
totally non- transparent neetings, the $250, 000
proposal was reduced to about $4, 000 for
chimey repair. Then soneone decided the cable
house shoul d be studied. Now, mtigation |ooks
to be the creation of a snmall booklet on the
hi story of agriculture in Newi ngton. The
creation of only a tiny booklet to mtigate
what New ngton woul d suffer froman SRP through
our residential zone is insulting beyond
belief. How do we go from$1l mllion to bury
the lines down to nmaybe $2,000 to print 100
copi es of a tiny booklet using rehashed
information fromexisting reports that | ooks

li ke this? | understand the mtigation

23
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negoti ati ons do not take place with private
property owners. But the Section 106 deci sions
t hat are being made shoul d take place in a
publ i c nmeeting where people can ask questi ons,
hear the di scussion and understand the

deci sions that are bei ng nmade.

I n conclusion, | believe the historic
mtigation decisions should be reopened to the
public so that people can have faith in what
you're doing. More inportantly, however, the
SRP project as it now stands shoul d be deni ed.
Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: N ck

Tul l oh, followed by Al exandra Jacuch and Laura

Ri ng.

NIl CK TULLOH: M name N ck Tul |l oh.
I live in Durham and own the house | lived in
as a UNH student 44 years ago. | have a

noori ng about a hundred yards fromthe
proposed bay crossing.

Recently, after years of underhanded
tactics and a fundanental display of ignorance
of what is inportant to the people of New

Hanmpshire, Eversource was denied permts to
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build Northern Pass. W were told it was
essential for the supply, volune and
reliability of the New England grid. New
Hanpshi re woul d bear the brunt of the

envi ronnmental and econom c cat astrophe.
Hydr o- Quebec destroyed pristine acres in
Canada, displaced Native Anmericans and rui ned

I mportant heritage sites in their efforts to
bring environnentally friendly power to New
Engl and vi a Eversource. Now we have the same
bunch enpl oyi ng the sane tactics and telling us
the sane thing about this project. They assure
us that digging a trench across the bay is
safe, although clearly they don't really know

that. And their exanples of simlar projects

are not really simlar at all. W're told that
they will nonitor the dig and the resultant
pl une, but we're not told what they wll do if

unexpected problens turn up like, say, well
contam nati on here at Pease Air Force Base
ri ght next door to this project, which poisoned
about 1500 people with PCB, TCB and PFC

W're told that there are

alternatives to this route, but they would

25
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ei ther be nore expensive or sinply nove the
probl em el sewhere. The expense argunment hol ds
no water with ne. |If the Project can't bear
t he cost, the Project should not go forward.

Further, we are here today because we
live here, not at sone other potential site. |
don't think the project is justified anywhere.
I nstead of attenpting to shore up the current
group, why are we not financing nore
conservation and alternative energy? Because
it's not as profitable for Eversource.

Eversource points to the rate of
popul ation growth here on the Seacoast. It is
evident that they will be back here in 10 years
aski ng for another set of poles, another ditch
across the bay because the popul ati on growh
has again outstripped the power supply.

We need to deny Eversource this
project. |If they want to continue to
I rresponsi bly worship at the altar of
unrestricted growh, let themdo it sonmewhere
el se. W stopped Eversource buil ding Northern
Pass. Let's stop them building this. Thank

you.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:
Al exandra Jacuch, followed by Laura R ng and
Di ana Carroll.

ALEXANDRA JACUCH: Hi, |I'm Al exandra
Jacuch. | live on Little Bay Road in
Newi ngton, and | am strongly opposed to this
proj ect as proposed currently.

My first conment is a plea to bury
t he additional 5,000 feet of transm ssion |line
that's currently proposed to run above ground
on towers through Newi ngton's residential area
and historic area, destroying New ngton's rural
character and the natural beauty of our
village. For decades, our town planners have
been commtted to devel oping a well -established
and i ntentional community serving the residents
in the residential area, commerce in the
comercial zone and industry in the industri al
zone, all thoughtfully and neani ngfully managed
and designed, including in our Town of
Newi ngton's Master Plan, that all residents
must bury electrical lines. And now Eversource
i nsi sts on negating our Master Plan

requirements with ugly, unhealthy transm ssion
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| i nes running through our residential village
and historic areas.

M chael, ny | ate husband, who was a
brilliant physician, was very concerned about
t he negative health inpact, especially cancer
from hi gh-powered transm ssion lines. He would
never live in a comunity where they exi sted.

A key point: Buried lines normally
produce little electromagnetic radi ation
because the el ectronagnetic forces are opposed
by current flowing in the opposite direction in
adj acent wires. And children are nost
vul nerable to the EM~, show ng i ncreased
| eukem a rates. The negative health inpacts
have been shown in nmany epidem ol ogi cal studies
in the United States and United Kingdom The
controversy over causal evidence of harm
rem nds nme of all the evidence that wasn't
beli eved to be concl usive of cigarettes’
negati ve health inpacts and all the cover-up
t hat occurred for decades.

My third point is that jet plow ng
and concrete mattresses al ong the bay shoreline

woul d be harnful to the ecosystem and the
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protected Great Bay Estuary.

Lastly, go a different route. There
have been previously other proposals and
options for this project, ones that do not harm
our precious natural environnent or negatively
I mpacts the health of our residents, including
our children, and protecting the rural
character of our residential and historic
areas. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Laur a
Ring, followed by D ana Carroll and then Steve
Bur ns.

LAURA RING  Menbers of the New
Hanmpshire Site Evaluation Commttee, | am
Laura Ring, President of the G eater Rochester
Chanber of Commerce. We are a nenbership
organi zation that represents over 400
busi nesses and professionals in the region. |
want to thank you for the opportunity to speak
before you today regarding the critical need
for reliable energy in our region and for the
Seacoast Reliability Project.

The G eater Rochester Chanber of

Commerce has been a supporter of the Seacoast
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Reliability Project since 2016. The

I ndependent system oper ator of New Engl and has

identified the Seacoast area as needi ng

addi tional transmnmi ssion capacity in order to

conti nue providing reliable energy. As the

Seacoast Region's electric denand conti nues to

grow at a faster rate than the rest of the

state, we are greatly concerned for our menber

busi nesses and the growh in our region.

Access to reliable energy is critical to the

successful operation of our businesses. Wth

rapi dly grow ng conpani es, such as

Safran/ Al bany and others |ocated in the region

that continue to grow and expand, we believe

t he Seacoast Reliability Project offers a

solution to ensure the reliable delivery of

power to nmeet their current, growing and future

energy needs. Wthout this project, we feel

this could put businesses at risk of

i nterruptions and di m ni sh our econom c grow h.
In follow ng this project, we believe

t hat Eversource works responsibly to address

t he vari ous concerns of communities and

property owners along the corridor, as
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referenced through an anendnent provided to the
Project. Qur chanber does not speak al one.
You have received letters of support for the
Seacoast Reliability Project fromthe chanbers
i n the Seacoast Region, including the Chanber
Col | aborative of Greater Portsnouth and the
G eater Dover Chanber of Commerce, who are al so
concerned with the ability to continue
delivering reliable energy. These chanbers
al so believe the construction of this project
W ll result in econom c benefits to the | ocal
communities, public safety and the quality of
life in the region.

The G eater Rochester Chanber of
Commerce continues to offer its support for the
Seacoast Reliability Project, and we
respectfully request the Site Eval uation
Conmmi ttee consider the current and future
energy needs and the benefits this project can
bring to our businesses and residents in the
regi on. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: D ana
Carroll, followed by Steve Burns and Rick
Cono.
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DI ANA CARROLL: Good afternoon. My
nane is Diana Carroll, and | live in Durham
I'"mhere this afternoon to speak in opposition
to the current Seacoast Reliability Plan. And
l'd like tolimt nmy coments to two points.

And the first point is I'd like to
tell you a little bit nore about Durham
Hopeful |l y you al ready know these things. But
just in case you don't, Durhamis a town where
consci enti ous deci sions are made about -- well,
t hey' re nade just about everything: Land use,
preserving our history, environnental
stewardshi p, climte change, energy sources,
educati on, econom c devel opnent. They're al
made very conscientiously. You nane the issue,
and Durham not only the town governnent, but
many, many ot her residents pay close attention,
as | think you're hearing today. And so it's
perfectly natural for the people of Durhamto
have deep concern about this project. They're
concerned not only for the history and ecol ogy
of our town and bay, but towering over
everything else, the truly dispiriting nature

of having to view 80-foot and taller towers and
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| i nes that would disfigure the | andscape.

These towers and |lines are not Durham and | do
not believe the people of Durhamw ||l stand for
or accept such an assault on the town's

envi ronnent .

When residents of Durham were
surveyed, the results showed residents choose
to live here in Durham or nove here because of
t he open space and the natural beauty that
exists in our town. W have nany parcels of
conserved | and, no sprawl gateways. Unusual.
No sprawl gateways. Cone and see if you
haven't. Scenic roads. These just nane a few
of the commtnents this town has nade to a
quality environnment. Please do not allow our
town to | ose what we have diligently worked
for. And we've also paid for it in real
dollars and cents. |If you approve this
project, you will destroy nuch that commtted
citizens have worked for and cheri shed.

| believe that the above really cones
under the criteria that's before you. It
certainly does on environnent and history, et

cetera, and also the public interest. And I
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think that you can take this into consideration
in looking at that criteria.

| ask you al so, please listen to
t hose nenbers of our community who have shared
so nmuch valuable informati on and facts with
you. To nane a few St eve Jones, Nancy
Sandber g, Janet Macki e and a whol e host of
ot hers, and many from New ngton who al so have
done the sane.

So why do | feel so strongly about
what | just said? Because |'ve been a resident
of Durham for 48 years, and |'ve served on the
town council for 10 years and served on nany
ot her boards. So | feel like |I know the town
just about as well as nobst older residents in
t he conmmunity do.

My second point is that | suggest to
you that this afternoon the superior Gosling
Road auto transformer route is the route that
we shoul d be addressing. This route requires
only 3 mles of new wires, though |I understand
exi sting wires would need upgradi ng. But
they're existing in a place already. This

route would not endanger Great Bay. It doesn't
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even touch it. This route offers nore power
and an i ncrease of devel opnment in an area that
Is appropriate for it. Yes --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Ms.
Carroll, you' re at four m nutes.

DI ANA CARRCLL: Ooh, | have about
| ess than 10 seconds |eft.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWVEATHERSBY: Ckay.
Wap it right up.

DI ANA CARROLL: Thank you so nuch.

Ckay. This route does cost nore
noney. |t does. And when everything -- but
this is only in the short term W have to
keep our eye on the long term And when
everything is taken into consideration, | think
that we would find, in the long term the
Gosling route is | ess expensive.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWVEATHERSBY: Ckay.

DI ANA CARROLL: So | appl aud your
service. And | ask you when you take this
i nto consi deration, keep your eye on the |ong
term That's where we live. Not only in the
short term but we live in the long term And

generations to cone are in the long term
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Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Thank
you.

Steve Burns, to be foll owed by R ck
Cormo and Tim Ayer. |Is Steve Burns here?

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VVEATHERSBY: W' | |
skip M. Burns and nove on to Rick Conb. WM.
Cono here?

R CK COMO.  Yup.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWVEATHERSBY: G eat

RICK COMO M nane is Rick Cono,
and I'ma resident of the town of New ngton.
l'd like to thank the Site Eval uation
Commttee for this opportunity to speak today.

' ma nmenber and vol unteer for CCA,
t he Coastal Conservation Associ ation, the New
Hanmpshire Chapter, as well as an avid
out door snman, recreational fisherman, a user and
protector of the public resources of the G eat
Bay Estuary.

Since 2009, volunteers of CCA, the

Uni versity of New Hanpshire, the Nature

2015- 04} [ PUBLI C STATEMENT HEARI NG {10-11-18}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

37

Conservancy, and area restaurants have worked
diligently in an effort to restore the oyster
beds in Little and G eat Bays. Wekly pickup
of used shells from participating restaurants
are recycl ed back into the bay and seeded with
baby oysters. To this date, close to 10, 000
bushel s have been coll ected. One oyster
filters 20 to 50 gallons of water daily, and
beds restored in pre-1990 conditions woul d be
able to filter the entire bay systemin three
to four days. Qur efforts have shown results
and water quality continues to i nprove, and so
has the health and ot her aspects of the
estuary. Eelgrass, clambeds, the fishery have
all seen inprovenents. That said, continued
efforts are needed to increase public awareness
of the challenges facing the estuary --
notably, siltation, stormrunoff and poll ution.
Eversource's proposed process for
| ayi ng hi gh-powered transm ssion |ines across
the width of the Little Bay is highly invasive
and threatens that which we have worked so hard
to achieve. Jet plowing three trenches, four

feet or deeper, to accomobdate the cabl es and
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the construction involved of |aying | arge
concrete slabs on both existing shorelines can
have a devastating i npact on the health of the
bay. Jet plowing will create |arge cl ouds of
silt, along with the unearthing of |ong-buried
contam nants, which carried by the tide have
potential to snother and possi bly poison

exi sting and newy placed beds. Although
Eversource believes they can control this silt,
with the strength of the tidal push through
Little Bay, | have little faith in their
ability to do so. Burying of oyster beds, clam
beds, nuscles, the covering of eel grass, along
with the potential of killing or poisoning

ot her shellfish and crustaceans and with

other -- I"'msorry -- with other shellfish and
crustaceans with possibly toxic silt is an
environnental risk not necessary while there
are other viable options for routing. |It's
therefore ny feeling that this power |ine,

t hough it may be necessary for a grow ng
Seacoast, should be routed around G eat and
Little Bays, not through it. The risk to the

environnent is not worth the doll ars saved t hat

38
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can be recouped by Eversource over tine.

I'd also like to state that | fully
support the Town of New ngton's concerns and
position on this project and inplore the SEC to
use their authority to deny Eversource the
necessary permtting to nove forward with this
project as it's currently proposed. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Next
we'll hear from Tim Ayer, foll owed by Sharon
Meeker and then Mal Sandberg.

Just to be clear, when Attorney --
everyone's supposed to have three m nutes.
We're not going to hold you to that. W're
trying to give everyone a chance to say what
they'd |like. But when Attorney |acopino turns
hi s comput er around and shows you the tine,
that's when you're at three and a half m nutes.
And then I"'mgoing to try to cut you off at
four if you're still going, just so everybody
has a chance to speak tonight. So when you get
the signal fromhim that's your
t hr ee- and- a- hal f - m nut e mar ker.

So, M. Ayer, please go ahead.

TI MOTHY AYER. Tinothy Ayer, I'ma
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resident of Durham M w fe and ny daughter
and | just noved there in May. W noved to
Dover |ast sumrer from Al aska, and we spent a
year there. W noved to Durhamin May. W
bought a house there. W live at Four Foss
Farm Road, which is one of the properties
that's going to be affected by this project if
it goes forward. There's an easenent at the
back of our property they would |ike to be
used to develop the |lines, and we have seri ous
concerns about that, in addition to our
general concerns about the Project.

One of the reasons that we noved to
Dur ham -- well, one of the reasons we noved
here from Al aska and chose to nove here to this
region specifically was, in part, the natural
beauty, the fact that we were going to be able
rai se our daughter here to appreciate the quiet
and the space and the roomand the nature. W
nmoved to Dur ham because we were able to do that
every day. W found a house that would all ow
ny daughter to stand on the kitchen counter,
when her nother's not |ooking, | ook out the

w ndow and see deer, see porcupi nes, see
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groundhogs, see squirrels, see chi pnunks, see
fl ocks of turkeys, see dozens of different
species of birds out of our back wi ndow If
this project is allowed to nove forward,
Eversource is going to traipse through our back
yard, traipse through our adjoining properties,

i kely cut down trees in doing so, and | don't

expect ny daughter will be able to see the deer
and t he groundhogs and the porcupines -- you
can snell the skunks -- and see all the

different types of birds. W would | ose one of
the main reasons that we noved there, and we
woul d | ose sonething that we val ue a great
deal .

We al so have concerns about
Eversource's good faith in their proposal,
given that, like |I said, we noved to our house
in May and we heard not hi ng about this. W
hadn't been told about it. W've seen no
evi dence that there have been any surveys done;
t hat Eversource even cares about the boundaries
of their easenents; that they care about their
ri ghts-of-way; that they intend to respect our

rights; that they intend to respect our
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property; that they intend to take any
precautions to ensure, for exanple, that they
don't increase the noise on our property from
the road by cutting down trees; that they don't
intend to increase the noise on our property
fromthe train that goes behi nd our house, the
noi se currently being bl ocked by those trees;
that they intend to do anything that would
ensure that our property isn't affected by

t hat .

So we would ask -- we strongly oppose
this proposal fromgoing forward at all. And
we woul d ask that, if it does go forward, that
Eversource be required to get the surveys done,
that they be required to note that they're not
going to chop any trees down, that they be
requi red to show any sort of good faith that
they intend to respect property rights over and
above the profits, because we're all here today
to show that the Town of Durham New ngton, and
everybody affected values things. And we're
aski ng our governnent to val ue those things as
our representatives. And to a man, every

I ndi vi dual property owner who's been here so
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far has conme up and said what we value is the
nature, peace and quiet, and what we val ue are
the towmns we decided to live in. W don't
val ue Eversource's profits, and we don't think
t hat those should be a consi derati on.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:
Sharon Meeker, followed by Mal Sandberg and
Mary Margaret Jaques. |s Sharon Meeker here?

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY:
Movi ng then to Mal Sandberg.

MALCOLM SANDBERG. Thank you,
Menbers of the Commttee. M nane is Ml colm
Sandberg, a resident of Durham Over the past
45 years, |'ve been an active participant in
Durhamis effort to protect the G eat Bay
Estuary as a citizen, as a town councilor, as
a pl anni ng board nenber.

Years ago, Durhamrecogni zed that the
Great Bay Estuarine Systemis an enornously
I mportant nursery for the coastal marine
environment. Qur efforts to repair, restore
and preserve this vital and fragile resource

has benefitted not only Durham but the entire

2015- 04} [ PUBLI C STATEMENT HEARI NG {10-11-18}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

44

regi on's econom c and environnental health.
Whil e the health of the Great Bay system has

I nproved over the years, it is still in a very
precarious condition. It would be folly for us
to allow this essential resource to becone the
proverbi al guinea pig for the benefit of

Ever source. Durham s consultants agree that
Ever source has not adequately eval uated the

i npacts of the yet untested jet plow ng across
Little Bay's estuarine environnent.

Wien we were first introduced to the
Eversource SRP in April of 2015, it was
presented to us as a fait acconplis. No
di scussi on about alternative plans or routes
was all owed because | SO New Engl and and
Ever source had al ready chosen the route under
consi deration here. Eversource's failure to
consider the potential risks to Little Bay and
the w shes of the people of New ngton and
Durham as expressed in their master plans,
denonstrates Eversource's disregard for the
val ues we and the Seacoast hold dear.

As you perform your duty under New
Hanmpshire RSA 162 to ensure that the site and
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facility will not unduly interfere with the
orderly devel opnent of the region, wth due
consi deration given to planning conm ssi ons and
t he nmuni ci pal governi ng bodi es, and that the
site and facility wll not have unreasonabl e
adverse effects on aesthetics, historic sites,
air and water quality, the natural environnment,
and public health and safety, it is clear that
nmor e consi deration nust be given to alternative
pl ans and routes, such as transiting Miine
t hrough existing corridors and crossing the
Pi scataqua River from Mai ne to Portsnouth at
Schiller Station.

G ven the evidence before you, the
Site Evaluation Conmmttee has to deny this
Application and shoul d encourage Eversource and
others to submt updated needs assessnent data
and alternative proposals for neeting those
needs in cooperation with the citizens they
intend to serve. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Mary
Mar garet Jaques, followed by Carolyn Singer
and then Sally Ford.

MARY MARGARET JAQUES: Good
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afternoon. Thank you for hearing us this
afternoon. And | wish to just give a couple
of little pointers that are concerning ne.

My nane is Mary Margaret Jaques. I
own and operate the Pines at Coe's Corner Cuest
House in Durham  Qur house, built in 1760, is
one of the oldest hones in Durham has been in
ny famly for nmultiple generations. Sorry. M
husband and | have been operating this
establi shnent for nore than 20 years now,
serving the Seacoast community, as well as
guests associated with the University of New
Hanmpshi re.

Havi ng |ived in Durham nost of ny
life, 1've seen many changes to our town. And
in nmy opinion it's not all for the better.

Many of our historic properties and | andnmarks
have either been altered or denvolished. Mny
new buildings in town are in stark contrast to
the former historic nature of our small town.
Visitors cone to Durham for many reasons, but
all enjoy the bucolic, small-town nature of our
community. But | gravely fear that this

project will do nothing to enhance or inprove
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our community.

Wth our Geat Bay in jeopardy of
possi bly being forever altered with the
i ntroduction of jet plow ng, causing
i rreparabl e damage to the ecosystem and
I ntroduction of enornous concrete slabs to
supposedly capture excess heat fromthe --

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MARY MARGARET JAQUES: W th our
Great Bay in jeopardy of possibly being
forever altered with the introduction of jet
pl ow ng, causing irreparable danage to the
ecosystem and introduction of enornous
concrete slabs to supposedly capture excess
heat from the high-voltage transm ssion |ines,
whi | e possi bly | eaching chemcals into the
water, inpacting wldlife, decreasing property
val ues and destroying or altering conservation
easenents, our way of life in the Seacoast and
in Durhamw || be forever changed. Huge,
100-foot-tall transm ssion poles are planned
to be installed altering conservation | and and
ot her historic | andnarks.

| stand in solidarity with ny fell ow
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board nmenbers of the Durham Hi storic

Associ ation, of which | ama nenber, in
opposition to the Eversource project as it
stands, and hope that plans can be altered to
m ni m ze catastrophic inpact on our

I rrepl aceabl e historic and natural resources
and to our quality of life in Durhamand in the
entire Seacoast area. Respectfully, Mary

Mar gar et Jaques.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Next
we'll hear from Carolyn Singer, followed by
Sally Ford and Leila Harte.

CAROLYN SI NGER: Thank you for this
opportunity to comment. M nane is Carolyn
Singer, and I'm a resident of Durham New
Hanpshi re.

| hope you will not approve the
Seacoast Reliability Project because the
resulting damage to Durhamand Little Bay woul d
be extreme to the estuary, to the rural
character of our community, and to our historic
resour ces.

We noved to Durham nore than 22 years

ago because of its rural character. And
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despite the fact that the University of New
Hanmpshire is in Durham and occupi es nmuch of the
town, the community has, over several decades,
invested mllions of dollars in preserving its
rural character by acquiring hundreds of acres
of undevel oped | and. |I|ndeed, in 1974, the
communi ty fought back against Aristotle
Onassis's plan to build an oil refinery in
Dur ham

Il live in the Whodri dge nei ghbor hood,
not far from Foss Farm Road, one of those
pl aces along the route where the Project would
have a substantially different effect on the
nei ghbor hood t han does the existing
transm ssion facilities. The new
hundred-foot-tall steel poles required for this
project would easily be visible fromMI| Road,
which is very close to Wodridge Road.
Clearly, the unsightly and overbearing pol es
w Il have a negative effect on property val ues
in an otherwi se |ovely and cohesive
nei ghbor hood. The unsightly poles will also be
vi sible from Bennett Road and Dur ham Poi nt

Road, both desi gnated scenic roads, protected
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by New Hanmpshire statute. Further, the
installation of tall steel poles and
transm ssion lines wll cause significant
damage and loss within three federally eligible
historic districts crossed by the easenent.
Sinply put, these huge steel poles will ruin
t he character and historic character of our
community. | do not understand why these
transm ssion |ines cannot be routed al ong an
exi sting, w der easenment that already has high
transm ssion poles and lines. This route runs
fromthe Madbury Substation through Dover, over
the river to Eliot, Miine, then south, and then
back over the river to the generating station
at Portsnmouth, near Gosling Road i n New ngton.
There are already high poles and pyl ons al ong
that corridor. Wy destroy the rural and
hi storic character of our community when
anot her route already exists? Please don't put
Eversource's profits above our quality of life.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Sally
Ford, followed by Leila Harte and then Sarah
Keener Star kweat her .

SALLY FORD: Good afternoon. My
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nane is Sally Ford. 1've lived in --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Coul d
you sit and use the m crophone. O you're
wel come to stand, but you do need to speak
into the m crophone.

SALLY FORD: 1've lived in Durham
all nmy life. Terry Picard has asked ne to
read her letter for her. She, Terry, and her
husband, Ned M ntosh, have been in Little Bay
with boats forever. Ned is captain eneritus
of the UNH research vessel, the Jere Chase,
based in Little Bay. Ned is 102 years young.
And Terry and he have spent many of those
years on Little Bay and living on M ntosh
Island in G eat Bay, and we are honored that
t hey care enough that they are here this
afternoon. | will nowread Terry's letter

As a Durham taxpayer, | wsh to
oppose the Eversource hi gh-voltage transm ssion
line across Little Bay in the town of Durham
Jet plowing across Little Bay wll rel ease
toxic materials | ong encapsul ated in nud and
sedinment, and this material will be distributed

t hroughout the Great Bay Estuarine System as
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denonstrated by the Interactive Geat Bay Fl ow

Touch Exhibit at the Jere A Chase Ccean

Engi neering Building at UNH. This sedi nent

wi Il adhere to eel grass, depriving it of

sunlight and eventually killing it. Eelgrass

sustains estuarine life. According to Coll een

Mcd are, naturalist at the G eat Bay Natural

Estuari ne Research Reserve, quote, In the | ast

20 years, eelgrass has been in steady decline

in Geat Bay, the |loss being prinmarily

ant hropogenic, a result of hunman activity.

Eel grass is the | argest and one of the nost

i mportant habitats in the G eat Bay Estuary.

It is the basis of the estuarine food web,

providing life, nourishnent, safety and food

for species both in the bay and in the ocean.
We have a choice in this case.

Ever source can bring these high-voltage |ines

along Route 4. The State of New Hanpshire

shoul d negotiate a transit rate which is fair

and reasonabl e and creates incentive to avoid

the risk to our estuarine system as well as to

our historic and ancient |andmarks and

aesthetic values. Respectfully, Teresa E.
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Pi car d.

Thank you very nuch.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Leila
Harte, foll owed by Sarah Keener Starkweat her
and then G eg Ml ler.

LElI LA HARTE: Hi . Leila Harte,
Newi ngton. | was actually going to forfeit ny
opportunity to speak tonight until | heard the
gent|l eman from Dur ham speak earlier, and here
is why: | oppose the Project through
Newi ngton and through Little Bay. | support
the Gosling Road upgrade. And we're listening
to all of the negative inpacts, the pernanent
I mpacts of the jet plow ng through the bay,
t hrough the residential nei ghborhoods, quiet
nei ghbor hoods. Very serious, |long-term
per manent inpacts. For a technology that's
| i kely going to fade away in ny lifetine, ny
children's lifetine, it's very-shortsighted to
do this damage when we don't know what's goi ng
to happen in the com ng decades. |If an
upgr ade needs to be done |later after Gosling
Road, then maybe we should | ook at that. But

doi ng permanent destruction to our conmunity
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and to the bay for this type of transm ssion
| i ne, does anybody see this as our future? |
don't think so. And that's really all | have
to say about it. It's unbelievable that it's
bei ng taken into consi deration.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: W' ve
just had anot her SEC nenber join us. M.
Fitzgerald, would you like to introduce
yoursel f.

MR FI TZGERALD: Good afternoon.
Sorry for the delay. Got caught in traffic.
M ke Fitzgerald. |'mthe assistant director
of the Departnent of Environnental Services,
Ai r Resources Division.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Thank
you.

We' Il next hear from Sarah Keener
St ar kweat her and then G eg MIller, foll owed by
Robert Chai ki n.

s Ms. Starkweat her here?

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: M.
MIller.

GREG MLLER Hello. M nane is

54
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Geg Mller. 1'ma resident of New Hanpshire.
I'"'mhere, actually, to discuss sonething a
little bit different than a | ot of other
peopl e have probably here tonight. I'mreally
here to tal k nore about the financial
I nvest nent aspects of this project. You know,
three or four m nutes, obviously, | can't go
into all the financial investnent aspects of
the Project, but I'"'mgoing to give you a
littl e background about nyself so you know a
little bit about where |I'mcom ng from

I'ma CPA, and I"'man MBA. |'mthe
co-founder and chief executive officer of a
financial investing and consulting firmin
Massachusetts that has about two and a hal f
billion dollars in assets. M clients include
sonme of the world' s |argest corporations and
Fortune 500 conpanies. | was elected in
Barron's and The Wall Street Journal for the
| ast four years as the No. 1 investnent advisor
i n Massachusetts and the No. 2 investnent
advisor in the United States by both The Wall
Street Journal and Barron's. And | tell you

these credentials not to really -- because | do
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know a | ot about financial investing in
projects. And | honestly feel that if this
proj ect goes through, it would be the worst
thing for the state of New Hanpshire than one
that |1've ever seen. |t makes no econonic
sense. And what we're really thinking about
here is who's really paying for this project?
It's not Eversource paying for this project.
What we're asking Eversource to do is to nmake a
| oan because Eversource invests in projects,
and then they turn around and they mark the
projects up. So who is really paying for this
project? People that are paying for this
project are the people in this room the people
in the -- the residents of New Hanpshire, the
citizens of New Hanpshire, the busi nesses of
New Hanpshire. They're the ones who are paying
for this project. They're going to pay it
through a rate increase. And | think nost of

t he people who |I've spoken to, and |I've

heard - -
(Court Reporter interrupts.)
GREG M LLER: |'mnot going to get
into nost of the detail. But so Eversource is
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really making a loan. They're not really
maki ng an investnent. And what is this | oan?
So the people who are paying are the people in
this room And |I've done sone anal ysis, which
| could share with the SEC. But this is going
to cost the people in New Hanpshire pennies a
day to do the Project right, not to hurt the
environnent, not to hurt the residents who's
goi ng to have cabl es and power transm ssion

| i nes going over their property, not to hurt a
bay that's already in peril and that's
probably going to get hurt even nore worse.
It's not going to cost a |lot for Eversource to
make a | oan so that the Project could be done
right.

Now, how coul d the Project be done
right? M opinion, it could be done right in
many, nmany ways. Like | say, not enough tinme
to discuss it tonight. But all know we coul d
put a transmtter closer to where the power is
needed and not go through the bay at all. And
|'ve heard argunments, Oh, you can't do that
because | egi sl ature doesn't allow that. Hey,

if we could do all the stuff they' re tal king
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about doing, we can change the legislature if
It makes econom c and financial sense. It
doesn't nake any sense not to do the Project in
a way, |like put power lines on the other side
of the bay. They can do a different route.

| heard some people -- | got here a
little bit late. [It's bunper-to-bunper traffic
out there. But there's ways to reroute this
and not to go through a bay, not to go through
the area that they're going through. There's
ways that |'ve heard and spoken to a | ot of
peopl e that could be done a | ot nore
environnentally safe if they have to go through
the bay, which I don't believe they do, through
HDD. And all this will cost the people of New
Hanpshi re pennies nore a day. Pennies nore a
day.

We had Eversource cone to our
property to tal k about, you know, where the
| ines are going to go. And, you know, we asked
Eversource, Well, why don't you bury the |ines?

And they said, W can't bury |lines
because it would be cost-prohibitive.

Cost prohibitive? M calcul ati ons,
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agai n, pennies a day. And cost-prohibitive,
but why are they burying the lines in New ngton
t hen, but they're not going to bury themon the
other side in Durhan? And for that matter, why
are they not burying the lines in all the
t owns?
| was originally from Massachusetts.
My conpany is |ocated in Massachusetts. They
don't allow --
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: M.
Mller, you re at four mnutes. Really
quickly wap it up or save it until the end.
GREG MLLER I'll wap it up
because it's going to take ne too long to even
get through this stuff. And like | said --
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY:
Coupl e of seconds.
GREG M LLER:  You know, Eversource
has $7 billion and definitely can nake the
| oan to the people of New Hanpshire. It's a
privilege be able to do business in the state
of New Hanpshire and make the huge anobunts
t hey do.

And |'mjust going give one exanpl e,
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if I got two nore, one nore mnute --
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Nope.
GREG M LLER:  Ckay.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: No.
If we have tine at the end, you can cone back
and finish, okay. Just want to nmake sure
everyone gets a turn. Everyone has a |ot of
val uabl e things to say.
GREG M LLER: Thank you very nmnuch.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Thank
you.
So, next will be Robert Chai kin,
foll owed by Francoi se Mei ssner and Brenda Ryan.
ROBERT CHAIKIN:. Hi, ny nane is
Robert Chaikin. 1'ma resident of New ngton.
Now comes an anended plan to
construct and operate a new hi gh-voltage
transm ssion |ine between the Madbury and
Portsnout h substations, traversing portions of
Newi ngt on' s nei ghbor hoods. Eversource's
original design to install aerial cables to
carry electrical energy via thick, high-voltage
| i nes supported by pylons rising several

stories above the ground seened ill-advised and
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I nconpati ble with New ngton's bucolic | andscape
and the town's Master Pl an.

Despite the Pease Air Base's nmassive
di sruption to its rural character, New ngton's
resi dents shoul dered the sacrifice. Town
| eaders, in concurrence wth New Hanpshire
state | aw, adopted a naster plan to nove
forward. And central to the Master Plan is the
preservation of life, the quality of life, and
to sinply ensure Newi ngton's residential areas
are protected frominconpati bl e uses.

Eversource's March 29, 2017
nodi fi cation clearly reconsidered | oca
concerns, and they specified alterations to the
proj ect design either by undergroundi ng or
altering segnents of the overhead design. The
Applicant states the anended project will now
preserve local |and use patterns and wl |l not
interfere wth the inplenentation of | ocal
master plans. Eversource concl uded the
unwel comed pl acenent of highly visua
above-ground transm ssi on towers inside
Newi ngton's residential heartland is an

unaccept abl e stipulation to stakehol ders,
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especially when proven project alternatives are
avai | abl e -- nanely, undergrounding. These
under gr oundi ng costs through New ngton are not
t oo burdensone, as regulators permt conpanies
to recoup the cost of nobst undergrounding in
pricing to consuners.

Wth respect to the Applicant's
vi sual assessnent sunmmary in the anendnent of
t he Project, notably the overhead |ines and
towers, these follow ng excerpts from
Eversource's April 2017 amendnent i ncl uded
t hese observations which, when taken in
context, disclose an appreci ative perception of
| ocal resistance, that, one, the Project causes
a fundanmental alteration of the | andscape
character, and the Project becones a primry
feature in the | andscape; that undergroundi ng
represents a substantial [avoidance] and
m ni m zati on neasure as conpared to the
overhead route; and that design nodifications
do reduce the visual effects of the Project.
But in a passage suggesting the utnbst contenpt
and arrogance, and here | paraphrase, over tine

they state individuals wll becone accust oned
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to and accommbdate the visual change.

Be that as it may, in preparing to
conpl ete certification of this nearly
13-m le-long project, after acknow edgi ng
m sgivings in the original plan and then
proposi ng nodi fications, the puzzling question
Is why, at this |late stage of the Project, when
Eversource is nearly to the goal line with just
a few remai ni ng overhead areas in New ngton
t hat coul d be under grounded, why are they
hol di ng back? Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:
Francoi se Mei ssner, followed by Brenda Ryan
and then Patty Borkl and.

FRANCO SE MElI SSNER: Good eveni ng.
My name is Francoise Meissner. |'ve been a
resident of Durham for 20 years and live at
571 Bay Road. Geat Bay is ny back yard. And
I*'mvery much agai nst the Seacoast Reliability
Project for the foll ow ng reasons.

One, the possible destructi on of many
ar cheol ogi cal and historical sites dating back
to the Oyster Rver Plantation in the

m d- 1600s. The Dur ham Hi storic Association is
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of the opinion that the reports prepared by
consultants hired to identify historic
resources are superficial and inconplete
because they do not include sites before 1850.
The size and wei ght of heavy
equi pnmrent needed to install these lines wll
destroy everything in its path. There will be
many trees cut down. There will be bl asting
t hrough rock, construction of |arge concrete
pads t hrough conservation | ands and close to
sone nei ghborhoods. Sone of the high-voltage
lines will cross beautiful trails that are
currently enjoyed by nany Seacoast residents.
' m al so concerned about the inmpact
on property values where the |lines pass close
to residential areas.
My second big concern is that jet
plowng wll have a serious inpact on the

delicate ecosystemof Little Bay and G eat Bay

by di sturbing the sedinments on the floor of the

estuary. Does anyone know what toxins will be

rel eased fromthe sedi nent when the jet plow ng

t akes place? W're constantly hearing about

the i nportance of eelgrass in the bay and the
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need to protect it. WIIl it be affected by

t hese procedures? And what about marine life,

i ncl udi ng the wonderful horseshoe crabs we see
i n abundance each spring on the shore? 1'm

al so concerned about the concrete nattresses to
be installed on the shoreline and how they w ||
| ook at lowtide. |Is there a guaranty al so
that they will not deteriorate over time? WII
the newly established oyster farnms survive, or
will the farners be put out of business?

My understanding is that there is an
alternative route. | would like to quote from
the prefiled direct testinony of Denis J.

Hebert on behalf of the Town of New ngton,
July 28, 2017.

The CGosling Road auto transforner
proposal woul d physically inpact | ess geography
and resources than the proposed transm ssion
| i ne project and therefore would either avoid
or greatly mtigate the Project's inpacts. The
Gosl i ng Road sol uti on would not unduly
interfere wwth the orderly devel opnent of the
region as it would conpletely avoid the

construction of new hi gh-voltage transm ssi on
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| i nes through the University of New Hanpshire,
Durham Little Bay, New ngton and Portsnouth.
It would al so avoid the inpacts to aesthetics,
hi storic sites, water and the natural

envi ronnent in those areas.

I n conclusion, do we really need such
an anbitious and costly project at all? | have
a quote here from UNH Carsey School of UNH, an
anal ysis dated March 17th, entitled " New
Hanpshire's Electricity Future." And under the
headl i ne "Risk,"” and | quote, During this
period of rapid transfornmation in the gl obal
and regi onal energy markets, there is
significant stranded cost risk to electricity
ratepayers for large infrastructure investnents
Wi th uncertain return on investnent.

And so, just to finish, I would just
li ke to thank you all for being here and
listening to us. And | hope you nade nake the
ri ght decision for this wonderful Seacoast
area. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Next
we'll hear from Brenda Ryan, followed by Patty

Borkl and and then Holly Harris.
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BRENDA RYAN. My nane is Brenda
Ryan, and | live at 269 Durham Poi nt Road in
Durham And | oppose this project.

After coming to Geat Bay and Little
Bay for 20 years to kayak, we finally nmade the
deci sion two years ago to nove to the Seacoast
of New Hanpshire. W now live on Little Bay,
just north of where Eversource proposes to do
irreparable harmto this sensitive area. There
are so many reasons why this project should not
be allowed to nove forward: No real need for
addi tional power in New Hanpshire, unsightly
90-f oot pol es runni ng down our scenic byways,
threat to eagles that nest only 600 feet away
fromthe Durham shore where the proposed cabl e
will, run; unsightly concrete nmattresses al ong
our pristine shoreline. But the main reason
I'"'mhere today is to call attention to the
potential damage to the waters of Little Bay
and G eat Bay.

As a kayaker and a paddl e boarder, |
spend as nuch tine as possible on the water
al ong the shores of Little Bay. Wather and

tide permtting, |I'mout on the water every
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chance | get. | kayak north around the islands
and into the Piscataqua, and | kayak south
towards Adans Point to see how the eagles are
doing. | go into the coves along the shore to
enj oy the peaceful beauty of these speci al
places. | stop by to visit friends. |
socialize on the water wth other kayakers and
fishernen and typically make ny way down to
Adans Point and beyond. |'ve heard there's
been testinony saying that boaters only stay in
t he channel. | guarantee you that is not the
case for kayakers or fishernen. The shores of
Little Bay are where kayakers can be found.
What is going to happen at | ow tide when the
concrete mattresses are exposed? This is going
to nean that | can't get as close to the shore
as I'd like to get, not to nention the fact
that this wll trenmendously detract fromthe
beauty of the shoreline.

What about the inpact to the fish in
Little Bay? WII we still be able to safely
eat the striped bass that we catch in the
waters of the bay? | frequently encounter

smal |l boats of famlies out fishing along the
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shoreline. These famlies are exposing their
children to the beauty of the bay and the
exci tenent of catching fish for dinner. |If
this project is allowed to nove forward, wll
t hese parents have to tell their children the
fish are no |l onger safe to eat?

And what about those of us who swm
in Little Bay? Can you assure ne that it wll
continue to be safe for ne and others to swim
in these waters after the jet plows churn up
t he dangerous sedi nents that have been |ying
dormant at the bottom of the bay? |[|'ve |lost ny
pl ace here.

|'ve heard that Eversource is
pl anning to nove the oyster farns that are in
Little Bay. |If the jet plowing isn't going to
di sturb the water quality, then why do they
need to nove oyster farns? |If the water isn't
safe for the oysters, then |I'd hazard to guess
it's not going to be safe for ne. Don't you
feel that it's inperative that we safeguard the
quality of the water? There have been
t remendous efforts over | ast several years to

rei ntroduce natural oyster habitats by dunping
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boat | oads of oyster shells, since oysters are
natural cleaners of the water. Aren't we going
to undue the |ast 10 years of these efforts by
allowing this project to nove forward? |

i mplore this Committee to do the right thing
and reject the Seacoast Reliability Project
proposal. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Next
is Patty Borkland, followed by Holly Harris
and then Robert Raynond.

PATTY BORKLAND: Hi . For ny
nei ghbors in New ngton, | live at 5 Little Bay
Extension with ny husband Scott. W're the
ones on the corner of Little Bay and MclIntyre.
We have bi g gardens and beehives and -- we're
farners, as a lot of people in town are.

l"mgoing a little different in ny
direction here. Pollution. Fromthe Wrld
Book Dictionary definition of pollution: The
act or process of polluting, defiling,
uncl eanliness. Fromthe Oxford Anerican
Dictionary definition of pollution: The
presence in or introduction into the

envi ronnent of a substance or thing that has
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harnful or poisonous effects. Defiling:
Har nf ul , poi sonous effects. Those are the
words we all need to hear. Then | went to
W ki pedi a because | don't understand
transm ssion lines. But | went there.

Mains hum That's MA-1-NS, hum
It's a sound associated with an alternating
grid... goes on to share... nains hum may al so
be heard com ng from powerful electric power
grid equi pnent such utility transforners,
caused by nechani cal vibrations induced by the
powerful ACin them It goes on to share...
the electrical hum around transforners is
caused by stray magnetic fields causing the
encl osure and accessories to vibrate. So we
are going see them we're going to hear them
and we're going to feel them

It goes on to say, around
hi gh-vol tage power |ines, humline may be
produced by a corona discharge. Ch, ny God,
what is a corona discharge? Looked it up again
in WKki pedia. Electrical discharge brought on
by the ionization of fluid, such as air

surroundi ng a conductor that is electrically
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charged... it is often seen as a bl uish, or
other color, glowin the air adjacent to
poi nted metal conductors carrying high voltage
and emts light. In many high-voltage
applications, corona is an unwanted si de
effect.

These are powerful words, as
Ever source wants these transm ssion |ines
runni ng through our town, our vill age, our
rural and rich in history, I'mgoing to say
communities here 'cause |I'mjust from
Newi ngton, but | do nean Durham We're going
to see them we're going to feel them we're
going to hear them

' mgoing to quickly correct the
gentl enan who was here earlier. No, not all
the lines are going to be underground in
Newi ngton, starting at Flynn's Pond, better
known to ny kids as Frog Pond. Those things
are going to be right there, right up high
buzzing on all those poor kids also who like to
skate during the winter. And |I'm not even
going to touch ny thoughts on the jet plows

'cause it nakes ne sick.

72
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What it really comes down to is that
everyone nust abi de by New ngton's Master Pl an.
It's sinple. It's sinple. That's howit is.
The Master Plan states that all power |ines
nmust be buried underground in the residenti al
area. Electric lines are inconpatible with
residential districts. And don't forget,

Newi ngton, we | ost over half of our residential
communities to the Governnent for Pease Air
Force Base. W have very little left to
protect and preserve. This project as proposed
nmnust be denied. There are so nany alternate
avenues that would acconplish the sane end
result.

Thank you for giving nme this
opportunity to speak as | try to protect our
beauti ful comunity.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Hol | y

Harris, followed by Robert Raynond, then Nancy

Harris.

HOLLY HARRI S: Hell o, everybody.
I"mHolly Harris. | live in Durham New
Hanpshi re.

| want you to appreciate the fact
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that the Geat Bay is one of the biggest jewels
in the state of New Hanmpshire's crown. It's
t he second | argest estuary on the east coast.
We noved here 30 years ago to raise our famly
in the healthy, beautiful, good living this
regi on provided. Every spring, sumer and fall
we spend boating the rivers that feed the G eat
Bay and the Great Bay itself. W are
constantly swi mm ng, fishing and enjoying the
good life with our friends and famly out here
on t he bay.

| work in sustainability, and I
under stand the val ue of, you know, upstream
supply source. W've done a |ot here in Durham
and surroundi ng areas to work on that supply
source -- neaning, the rivers that go into the
Great Bay. W've protected those rivers,
maki ng them t he hi ghest desi gnation they can
be, keeping golf courses frombuil ding on there
and pol luting what would eventually go down
into the bay. And | even live on the other
side of the town. But | use the G eat Bay and
all those rivers all the tinme in the sumrer.

One summer, about 20 years ago, we
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went sailing on the Chesapeake, which is the
first, largest estuary on the east coast. And
al t hough beautiful, we were disgusted that we
couldn't swmright off our boat as we do in
the Great Bay because the waters were so
polluted. | want to make sure that we are
doi ng whatever we could to protect our G eat
Bay.

So we in this region, so many of us
have worked so hard to protect the bay and the
creatures that live in the bay, particularly
the oysters. The Oyster River used to be
75 percent covered in oysters, but no nore.

But we're working hard to bring that back. W
now have oyster farns, and we're delighted with
that. They're junping up. They're punping new
bl ood into our |ocal estuary. W even

coll ected oysters to eat | ast weekend. There's
no doubt that the jet plowng wll have a
devastating effect on this oyster popul ation,
not only churning up so nuch silt, but all the
toxic chemcals that are put to rest for the
time being in the nud fromthe early polluters

of the region. It would be stupid to
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j eopardi ze the health of the waters and the
peopl e and the aninmals by plow ng up God knows
what t oxins.

My son now has a boat in his famly.
My grandchildren are boating on the river. And
|*ve taught ny children to al ways | eave t hings
better than they found it. Wat wll we tell
our chil dren?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY:
Robert Raynond, followed by Nancy Harris, and
t hen Peter Davis.

ROBERT RAYMOND: My nane's Robert
Raynmond, and |'m a resident of New ngton, New
Hampshire. | only have a coupl e of points.

| am opposed to this project. And
two things I'd like you to consider. The first
one is I'd like to have you nake sure you honor
the plans of each of those towns. And a | ot of
t hought has gone into that, a ot of work. And
| ask you to honor those pl ans.

Second of all, I'd like you to think
about, when you think about the cost of the
Project, it's very easy to look at the figures

t hat Eversource has cone up with. But there's
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a figure that's not in there, and that figure
is the harmthat's being done to the
environnent, to people's lives. Put a price on
that. And when you put a price on that, I
think you'll conme up with the concl usion that
this project should not go through. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Nancy
Harris, followed by Peter Davis and Robert
Ryan. And | think after M. Ryan we're going
to take a 10-m nute break or so, so that
everyone can stretch their legs, and then
we'll come back. You've all done a great job
of keeping to the tine limts, so | think
we'll take a very short break after M. Ryan.

Go ahead, Ms. Harris.

NANCY HARRI S: Thank you. M/ nane
is Nancy Harris, and |I'm a Durham resident.

And | oppose the Eversource Reliability
Project on all fronts.

My husband and | noved to Dur ham 32
years ago to raise our famly in this town of
rural beauty, which includes, as we all know by
now, an estuary of abundant wildlife and

spectacul ar vistas. Qur imedi ate famly of
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si X, an extended famly of 23 nore nenbers who
have al so chosen to settle in Durham spend
time on the Oyster River and the Little Bay
nost days of spring, summer and fall. W all
boat, fish, kayak and swmon Little Bay as our
mai n recreation -- not only our own generation,
but now our children, nieces and nephews who
have al so chosen to settle here and raise their
own famlies.

We are all well aware of the delicate
ecosystemof the Little and Great Bays and the
ecol ogi cal disruptive effects a cabl e-layi ng
device wll have in stirring up toxins that are
al ready known to be present, yet relatively
beni gn in undi sturbed sedinent. W now enj oy
eating the stripe bass we catch, as well as the
Little Bay farmed oysters we eat in |ocal
restaurants, but fear these will no | onger be
safe to eat for many years to cone with this
proposed project.

Qur house borders on conservancy | and
that | eads via the Sweet Trail Systemto
Crommet Pond. W frequently wal k and

cross-country ski these trails. The industrial
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power |ines that cross these trails are
projected to rise above tree level in nmammoth
proportions and run just beyond our back yard.
From our house we will see these unsightly
towers and the massive clearing of trees that
will be required to erect them This we have
no doubt will inmpact not only the natural
beauty of the trails our town nenbers enjoy and
our front and back yard views, but our property
val ues as wel | .

Long ago when the Town of Durham
granted a right-of-way to the electric utility,
there was an el enent of self-interest since
this provided a reliable supply of electricity
to the town. The proposed Eversource project
has no such el ement of self-interest since the
power is being transmtted to users farther
away. For this, we are paying a huge price
t hat was never planned for in our conmmunities:
Envi ronnent al and hi storical |andmark
destruction; distressing views of industrial
towers on private, public and conservancy | and;
di sruption of the Geat Bay's delicate bal ance,

and depreciating property values. It is a fact
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that through the years the Town of Durham has
proactively fought to preserve our |and and
wat erways in order to maintain our town's
natural and historical beauty. The proposed
project not only does not align with the Town's
| ong-terminterests, but its costs are sinply
too great. The Town of Durham has actively
sought to acquire | and al ong the Lanprey and
Oyster Rivers and the Great Bay, often in
partnership with others, in order to ensure the
heal th of our extraordi nary natural resources
for the benefit of its residents now and in the
future. This project flies in the face of
Durhanmis | ong-term conservation efforts.
Pl ease do not approve the Seacoast Reliability
Proj ect. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Pet er
Davis, followed by Robert Ryan.

PETER DAVIS: M nane is Peter
Davis. |I'ma resident of Newington. |I'm
opposed to this project as proposed.

The visual inpact in the Geat Bay
Estuary is to nme quite obvious. There is

probabl e environnental inpact as well in the
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area that is designated as a National Estuarine
Research Reserve. The visual inpact the
residential areas is al so obvious and runs
counter to the town's Master Plan, particularly
as regards to inconpatible use in residenti al
areas and historic zones. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: I
didn't even need to call you. M. Ryan.

ROBERT RYAN. Yes. M nane is
Robert Ryan. | live at 269 Durham Poi nt Road
in Durham  About 20 years ago | cane to this
area on an MsS bike ride. | was struck then
with the scenic beauty of Durham Poi nt Road
and the two bays. | returned many tines to
kayak or hike at --

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

ROBERT RYAN: | used to tell ny
friends back where | lived in Amherst, New
Hanmpshire, that there's this absolutely
amazi ng, undevel oped bay practically next door
to Portsnouth, and no one seens to know about
it. This area could be a state park or even a
natural wildlife area, it is that beautiful

and pristine. W all know about places |ike
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Pi nkham Not ch and Squam Lake, but | think this
area is equal to those pl aces.

| recently watched the Ken Burns
docunentary series, "The National Parks:
Anerica's Geat ldea.”" The title is a quote
fromthe witer, Wallace Stegner, who called
nati onal parks the best idea we ever had.
Absol utely Anerican, absolutely denocratic.
They reflect the best rather than our worst.
We have a tendency of taking for granted that
our land wll always be here. That wasn't the
case 140 years ago, and it was a struggle to
set aside land, first for Yellowstone,
Yosem te, the Gand Canyon and all the others.
Then, as now, we had conpeting interests: Coal
mning in the G and Canyon, danmmi ng the rivers
for San Francisco's water supply, or hunting
buffalo and el k in Yell owstone. Then, as now,
we see |land as being infinite, that fish and
wildlife will always be plentiful, that the
gorgeous vistas will always be here.

' mhere tonight to say that we
cannot take for granted the bay and surroundi ng

areas wll always be here as we know and | ove
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today. Just to be clear, |I'mnot suggesting
that this area be turned into a national park
Rather, | urge you to think beyond this
terrible idea of running power lines 7 mles
t hrough the woods, cutting a swath of 120 feet
t hrough forest, bogs, streans, marshl and,
vernal ponds and then down to the shores of
Little Bay, installing concrete beds, trenching
across the bay and doing the sane thing on the
ot her side in Newi ngton. Think about what is
bei ng proposed. And for what? There are
alternatives, sone of which -- and | put in
quotes -- are "nobst costly."”

Thi nk about what renains afterwards:
90- f oot power poles that are one-third taller
than our tallest trees; 120-foot swath of
treel ess | and; hi deous concrete mattresses that
are exposed during low tides; not to nention
scaring off or harm ng eagl es, ospreys and
herons; stirring up toxins buried in sedinents
of Little Bay nud, and potential killing of
oysters that the state of New Hanpshire has
wor ked so diligently to reintroduce and

cultivate. And for what? There are

2015- 04} [ PUBLI C STATEMENT HEARI NG {10-11-18}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

84

al ternatives.

Spend an hour or two bi king down
Dur ham Poi nt Road or chatting with one of the
oyster farmers, or standing on the shore and
wat chi ng fishernen catching stripe bass, and
you'll realize this is a very special place.
Better yet, watch herons standing sentry at | ow
tide, narvel at bald eagl es soaring, and naybe
catch a glinpse of an occasional seal. New
Hanpshire's best idea is to run away fromthis
project and protect its forests, its waters,
its wildlife, its fishery.

We cannot take for granted that
Eversource wll do the right thing. It isn't
in their mandate or DNA to do so. Everything
t hat Eversource has been telling us has been
di si ngenuous or just bad science. This area
w Il never be the sane if this project goes
through. | urge this Commttee to
whol eheartedly reject the Seacoast Reliability
Pr oj ect .

MS. VWEATHERSBY: Ckay. We're going
to take a 10-m nute break and be back at ten

m nut es of si x. And at that tinme we'll hear
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from M chael Hof fman, Ann Hyl and Hebert and
Amanda Merrill.

(Recess was taken at 5:41, and the

heari ng resuned at 5:50 p.m)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWVEATHERSBY: Ckay.

We're going to get started. W're hoping that
we have tine at the end for people who have
not pre-registered to speak. And if you would
like to get on the list, we'll go in order of
the list. But if you' d like to sign up to
speak, we'll get as many in as we can. That
list is at the table at the front door with a
worman named Jody, who is hel ping us out from
the PUC. And she has the list if you'd |ike

to sign up to speak.

So we will nove along here so we can
get as nany of you in as we can. W'Il|l next
hear from M chael Hoffman. He w il be foll owed

by Ann Hyl and Hebert and Amanda Merrill.

M CHAEL HOFFMAN:. Good eveni ng.
Thank you. M nane is M chael Hoffman, 300
Dur ham Poi nt Road. |'m opposed to this
pr oj ect .

l"ve lived in this area for close to
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30 years. |, like many people, noved to this
area because of the natural beauty. | have
paid extra noney to nove to an area surrounded
by woodl ands, close to the bay, where | could
enjoy the natural scenery.

Thi s canpai gn appears to be a
wel | -funded and wel | -o0i |l ed propaganda nachi ne.
Unfortunately, | fear that one of the
constituents of the oil is snake oil.
Eversource has been very deliberate to frane
this project as the Seacoast Reliability

Project. This is clearly a propaganda tag

line. W ought to be suspicious of the need to

bring electrical power --
[ Audi ence cl appi ng. ]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: St op,
stop, stop, stop. Please don't interrupt him
Be respectful of his time. You nay clap
afterwards whil e people are transitioning.

But pl ease do not interrupt sonmebody speaking.
Thank you.

M CHAEL HOFFMAN: Again, this is a

propaganda tag line. W ought to be

suspi cious of the need to bring electrical

86
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power redundancy in the direction of Schiller
and Seabr ook Stations.

' m no marine biol ogi st or
envi ronnental engineer. Eversource has their
hi red guns who will say what you think
they want -- what they think you want to hear.
So | won't speak to the questionabl e bay
crossing particularly.

At one public hearing, however, an
Eversource representative indicated the Project
woul d i nprove electrical power reliability
al ong Dur ham Poi nt Road because, as a conmponent
of the project, the utility would be repl aci ng
m | es of single-phase power with three-phase
power. This has absolutely nothing to do to
i mprove the reliability of single-phase users.
The only three-phase user on Durham Poi nt Road
beyond the solid waste nanagenent facility is
the marine | ab, Jackson's narine | aboratory.
They have sone non-critical saltwater punps
t hat have operated for decades with
si ngl e-source, three-phase. Wth this new
t hree- phase, we can be confident we'll be

seeing taller, larger dianeter poles along the

87
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roadsi de. From a hi ghway engi neeri ng
standpoi nt, these poles are referred to as
"fixed roadsi de hazards." Large di aneter poles
greatly inpact the injury potential of a notor
vehi cl e accident involving these poles. This
IS just agai n propaganda.

We shoul d be concerned with
statenments such as "inproving the reliability
of power"” on Durham Point Road to be indicative
of the other half-truths being told.

| can al so speak to the effects of
property value. |I'ma real estate investor and
previously licensed realtor. | can tell you
unequi vocal |y that high-tension transm ssion
lines in proximty to property being -- bring
down the property values. Devel opers do not
bui | d subdi vi sions of npbderate to high-end
honmes in the shadows of |arge transm ssion
| i nes. Prospective buyers do not want to hear
the hum of | eaking power on a hum d night.

My nei ghbor, D ck Godschnei der[ si c]
was told by a certified appraiser that the
value of his property will go down 200,000. He

was | ooking to sell an easenent to Nature
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Conservancy. $200,000 on one property. | feel
that | mght |ose $10,000 in property val ue.

I f 100 hones | ose $10,000 in property val ue,
that's a mllion dollars right there. And |
think that's what we're going to be...

[ i ndeci pher abl e] .

Thi s project just doesn't pass the
sniff test to ne. M sense is the utility's
desire to spend noney just to justify higher
rates and greater incone potential. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:  Ann
Hyl and Hebert, foll owed by Amanda Merrill and
t hen Brandon Arsenaul t.

ANN HYLAND HEBERT: A picture is
worth a thousand words. This is New ngton.
The green and bl ack areas are residential,
approximately 2.2 square mles. This is the
wildlife refuge. This is Pease A r Force
Base. Then you hit the Spaul di ng Tur npi ke.

| would like to start off by saying
our town | eaders are prevented from speaking,

t hough we have 100 percent support because the
Town of Newington is an intervenor. The Town

of Newi ngton's Master Plan and town ordi nances
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support quality of life.

The SEC rul es state, quote, The SEC
nmust gi ve due consideration to the views of
muni ci pal governi ng bodi es and nuni ci pal
pl anni ng comm ssions. Due consideration
specifically neans that the SEC nust listen to
and consi der the views expressed by
muni ci palities.

These rul es govern your decision. It
is the | aw

New ngton's Master Pl an states,
quote, The protection of the quality of the
town's residential area is central to the
Master Plan, end quote. Quote, Under no
ci rcunst ances should electric transm ssion |ine
I mprovenments be permtted to be constructed
above ground wi thin existing easenents that
bi sect the heart of the residential district.

The Town's policy requires | and
devel opers to bury electric utility service
I mprovenents, and this policy should extend to
transm ssi on |ines.

The shorelines of Geat Bay and

Little Bay should be protected as they have
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been designated as a national estuari al
research reserve by the federal governnent.

New ngton has 755 residents in a
residential area of 2.2 square nmles. The
United States Air Force took half the town for
nati onal defense. The State of New Hanpshire
took land for the Spaul di ng Turnpi ke. The
Federal Governnent took |land for the wildlife
refuge. We can withstand no nore | and taking
or destroying.

The word "jet plow' in the sane
sentence wth "Great Bay" is fatally fl awed.
Geat Bay littered with visible concrete
mattresses and rural nei ghborhoods, historic,
architectural, agricultural and scenic
resources littered with transm ssion |ine
pol es, against the Master Plan, is a problem

When t hese probl enms surface, the trucks wll

have long left, and no renedy wll be possible.

There are alternatives. Prior PSNH
l i ne projects chose not to use this very
ri ght-of-way and noved their lines north and

south of Great Bay to preserve irrepl aceabl e

natural resources. Approximtely 20 years ago,
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a Portland gas pipeline was proposed for this
very right-of-way route, and it was al so noved
outside the residential area. Were that gas
line now lives is where electric |lines can al so
live. When the easy wong way fails, the

t houghtful smart way prevails. Tens of
mllions being spent to defend the wong
alternative can and should be redirected to the
right alternative.

Eversource's Northern Pass project
was unani nously denied to protect the Wite
Mount ai n Nati onal Forest and thousands of
resi dents who would be adversely affected
forever nore. Eversource Seacoast Reliability
Proj ect nmust be denied on the sane prem se to
prot ect Seacoast New Hanpshire. You nust find
your courage to deny this project against all
odds and all preconceived determ nations. The
evi dence i s conpel ling.

The G ving Tree gave and gave and
gave until all there was |left was a stunp.

Newi ngt on has gi ven over and over and cannot
wite another chapter in that book. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Ckay.
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W'l |l next hear from Amanda Merrill, Brandon
Arsenaul t and Sharon Brown.

AMANDA MERRI LL: Thank you, Madam
Chair and Menbers of the Subcommittee. My
nanme i s Amanda Merrill, and | |ive on Meadow
Road in Durham an in-town nei ghborhood. |
grew up in the Seacoast Area and have lived in
Dur ham si nce 1979. |'ve served on nunerous
| ocal and UNH comm ttees over the years and
had the privil ege of representing Durhamin
bot h the New Hampshire House and Senate. 1In
both those | egislative bodies, | was a nenber
of the commttee dealing with energy policy.

When plans for the Seacoast
Reliability Project, or SRP, first becane
public in 2015, | wote a piece that ran in the
Seacoast Sunday under the headi ng, "Many
Questions Remai n About Seacoast Reliability
Project.” | think a takeaway fromtonight's
session nmay be that that's still true. It's
cl ear that the Durham and New ngton residents
in this room have questi ons about the current
proposal and serious concerns about the inpact

of the Project, as well as about the planning

93

2015- 04} [ PUBLI C STATEMENT HEARI NG {10-11-18}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

94

process that lead to this particul ar project
bei ng chosen.
As you know, the work of | SO New
Engl and, the regional grid operator where this
all began, is unknown to npost people and nearly
I mpossi ble to follow. Conpani es hire ot her
conpanies to navigate | SO for them As |
bel i eve was brought up during your recent
heari ngs, communities are not notified by I SO
of 1 SO deci sion-nmaki ng that may end up
i mpacting themdirectly. As you al so know,
once |1 SO had identified a need for greater
reliability in the region, the process of
addr essi ng that need began. And to junp ahead
a few steps and layers, it lead to the stage
whi ch Ever source chose between the suite of
projects of which the SRP is a part, and the
Gosling Road auto transfornmer alternative.
Gosling Road was rejected as being
nore costly. But argunents have been nade t hat
a long-term cost/benefit anal ysis woul d support
a different decision. A 2015 open letter from
Eversource estimated that, assum ng the costs

of SRP were regionalized, the increases in
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rates for New Hanpshire residential custoners
woul d cone out to an average of less than $1 a
year. | would be interested in know ng nore
about the per custoner cost of Gosling Road or
other alternatives. And | think others would,
too. | think we mght find that a slightly
hi gher investnent would be well worth it.
Li kew se, regardi ng the di scussion of specific
proposed routes for SRP

Si nce 2015, you have heard and read
much nore about the likely inpacts to Little
Bay, to our open space and to our historic
resources associated with the route chosen by
Eversource. | recognize that the Subcommttee
has heard and read nmuch about the SRP proposal
in general over the last few years. So | kind
of feel as though I'"'mat the risk of eye
rolling or worse in bringing up these pl anni ng
deci si ons that have been nade. However, there
were obviously key factors in determning the
deci sions that you now face in evaluating the
SRP. They are part of the whole picture, and I
hope you will consider them-- you wl|l

continue to consider them as you nove ahead. |
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wi sh you well in your decision-nmaking. Thank
you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Br and
on Arsenault, followed by Sharon Brown, then
Gail Paré. |Is M. Arsenault here?

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:
Shar on Brown?

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Next
will be Gil Paré, followed by Rick Stern

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: R ck Stern had to
go back to work.

MR | ACOPI NO Ckay. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY:

Sharon Brown, yeah, you're next. Have a seat
and try to speak into the mc.

SHARON BROWN:  All rightie. M nane
Is Sharon Brown. |[|'ma New ngton resident. |
just want to briefly say that the town is very
i mportant to ne and the character and the
appearance of the town. | do believe that you
need to take into consideration the Master

Plan for our town. And | al so believe any
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siting should be worked with the town so that
it can be either, A, underground, or B, within
the nore industrial parts. And just take into
consi deration the history of this place where
we |live. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Next
will be Gail Paré, followed by Nell Ann Hiatt
and Larry Vi et as.

GAI L PARE: Thank you. M/ nane is
Gail Myers Pare. W dropped the Paré
generations ago. Sorry about that.

| currently actually live in Dover.
For 20 years | lived in New ngton, in a house
built in 1760 and purchased by ny famly over
50 years ago. | served on several town
comm ttees and chaired the Newi ngton Historic
District Conmm ssion for 12 years. There are
several i1ssues that intertwine in this
proposal, the Seacoast Reliability Project.

First, the core business of
Eversource i s power transm ssion; therefore,
it's not in the corporation's interest to
consi der seriously any other solution to the

pr obl em
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Second, the small town of New ngton
provi des the nost direct access between
Portsmouth and the interior of New Hanpshire.
Newi ngton's |land nmass is actually only
8.2 square nmles. W're listed as a little
bi gger than that, but a lot of it is water.
Just look at the map. The rest is the tide
wat er within our borders.

Third, for over half a century,

Newi ngton has formally planned to bal ance the

needs of the country and the state with the

requi renents of town residents. Wen over half

the | and area of town was federalized for Pease

Air Force Base in the mdst of Cold War fears

for national security in the 1950s, the Town

responded by creating a nmaster plan to bal ance

prospective industrial and commercial grow h,
Wth protecting the rural aspects of the
remai ni ng residential areas. New ngton's

hi story denpnstrated the town's strategic

| ocation for transportation to and fromthe
Seacoast. The first New Hanpshire turnpike,
now Route 4, crossed a bridge in New ngton

starting in 1795. They built it across the
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bay. Subsequent bridges, railroads, pipelines
and hi ghways have continued to utilize
Newi ngt on as t he nobst conveni ent base to cross
the major tidal flow of the Piscataqua estuary.

The Newi ngton Master Plan, first
drafted in the 1950s, recogni zed the need for
regi onal infrastructure and designated a
section of town by zoning for industrial
activities. Not only one, but three electric
power generation plants were eventually created
in Newi ngton's industrial zone and an abutting
lot in Portsnmouth. Huge electric transm ssion
| i nes even running to Mai ne have been
established there. Meanwhile, New ngton has
been able to preserve a tiny remant of its
hi storically rural, agricultural, residential
past. The residential district is only one and
a half square mles. |In fact, the New ngton
Center Historic D strict has been characteri zed
as one of the finest remaining districts of
18th and 19th Century integrity still in use in
New Hanpshire in the 21st Century.

Wien Pease was taken as an Air Force

Base in the early 1950s, existing electric
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distribution corridors were relocated to cross
remai ning farns i n Newi ngton. Wen Pease was
deconmi ssioned as a base in the early 1990s,

t hose forner corridors were conveniently
forgotten. Now, Eversource has a Seacoast
Reliability Project planning to replace snall
distribution wires fromthe 1950s wth maj or
transm ssion |lines through the residenti al
portion of New ngton. A proposal to add | ocal
access to existing power at Gosling Road and

t hen that being sent through existing najor
transm ssion |lines was di sm ssed by Eversource
as too expensive. However, their plan for that
project included greater infrastructure than
that included in simlar projects in other

pl aces. You could say it was designed to be

t oo expensive to build. Tapping into power in
t hat exi sting substation would not only keep

t he power works consistent with the New ngton
Master Plan, but would al so create | ocal
facilities that could be easily upgraded for
future needs. Also, such a project would not
require the new transm ssion |ines now being

proposed. But | digress.
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| have read that you are here to
consider only the plan that Eversource is
currently presenting. W, the public, have
been gi ven no ot her opportunity to comrent on
t he other proposed routes. | ask that the SEC
t ake these other routes into consideration.
The original plan that we're currently
considering included not only plow ng through
t he sedinents of Little Bay --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Ms.
Pare, you're at four mnutes. Are you just
about -- no, you're not just about done.

GAl L PARE: No.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:  You
have a lot left.

GAIL PARE: [|I'mgoing to take sone
of Sharon's tinme because she was pretty short.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: No,
you' re not.

GAlL PARE: The original plan --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Ma' am
, m'am you need to stop. You need to stop.
You can't unilaterally make that deci sion.

That woul dn't be fair to everyone. So --
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GAlI L PARE: And we ask that you bury
lines if you nust proceed with the existing
pr oj ect .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Thank
you. And if there's time at the end after
ot hers have had their say, you can cone back
and finish.

GAl L PARE: Thank you.

NELLLANN HI ATT: Good evening. My
nane is Nell Ann H att, and | live at 80 Little
Bay Road in Newington. And | amhere in
opposition to the project through Durham
Newi ngton and Little Bay as proposed.

| want to bring up a different
perspective to this. As honeowners who are
| ucky enough to live on Little Bay, ny husband
and | have had to junp through hoops in order
to make any inprovenents to our hone and
property because of our proximty to the bay.
In fact, | joke that our permts need permts.
Qur i nprovenent applications and projects have
been in front of every town board and sone
gover nnent agenci es, including DES. W nust

take the utnost care to stay away from
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eel grass, have appropriate setbacks, use
certain plants, grade a certain way, pervious
versus i npervious surfaces. | wish | could
bring the permits to show you the conditions,
all in the nane of not disturbing the bay. And
we have to keep shorel and and wetl and
protection in mnd. |'mnot conpl ai ni ng about
these | aws we have to abide by. |I'mglad we
have them These are the | aws we have

i npl emrented to protect the bay.

What dunbfounds ne is that jet
pl ow ng through the bay woul d even be
considered. It seens |like Eversource won't
have to live by the sane environnental
protection |aws that private citizens do. W
have to protect the bay in ways Eversource
doesn't. Please deny this project, and pl ease
consi der the use of existing towers and
ri ghts-of-way. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:  So,
next will be Larry Vietas, foll owed by Bob
Dell 1sola and Robin Mower.

LARRY VI ETAS: Hel | o. My nane is

Larry Vietas. | currently reside in
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Newi ngton. |'ve lived there for over 20
years. | oppose this transm ssion |ine
because it goes through our snall and, as the
map illustrates, scenic residential area which
must be preserved. Only proposals with no
lines within the residential district should
be considered. New ngton's Master Plan states
electric transm ssion lines are generally
viewed as inconpatible with residential areas.
The Master Plan further states the Town
supports inprovenents to electrical
transm ssion infrastructure, but only if
I mprovenents are nade outside the residenti al
district. Now the current proposal includes
sone above-ground transm ssion lines within
our residential area. These lines will becone
an eyesore if approved. New ngton's Master
Plan requires all transmssion lines in the
residential district to be buried. Thank you
very much. And | yield sone of ny tine to the
f ornmer speaker.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Bob
Dell Isola, followed by Robin Mwer, followed
by Panel a Pappas- C ar ki n.
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BOB DELL I SOLA: Hi, ny nane is Bob
Dell Isola. | live on 224 Little Bay Road
wth ny wife Nin and ny 11-year-ol d daughter
Ggi. And |l just want to nmake a coupl e of
comrents just on history and community val ues
really nore than anythi ng.

So we bought our house on Little Bay
Road, not far fromwhere the |ines were
proposed to go through in 2005. 1It's an 1830s
cape and post-and beam barn. W spent al nost
two years putting it back to an authenti c,
hi storical | ook and feel before we could nove
in. W vested that nuch doing that in
Newi ngt on, New Hanmpshire, for reasons |'m about
t o descri be.

So we chose Newi ngton for its charm
its wonderful people, its outstandi ng schools,
its fantastic residential life, including the
hi storical aspects of the comunity -- the
| and, Fox Point, the wal ki ng, the hiking
trails. W feel a real sense of community
because of these things.

Now, |'ve served on the New ngton

Recreation Commttee for the past six or seven
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years. 1've chaired it for the past three
years, and |'ve seen howthis town is conmmtted
to providing these comunity-based services to
its residents because it all matters. It all
matters what the community is like living here
in New ngton. It's interesting. | also happen
to serve as board president for Big Brothers,
Big Sisters of New Hanpshire and have hel d many
fund raisers at ny hone here in New ngton.

So clearly we value the historic
hi story and the community and serving the
community of New Hanmpshire. And | think that's
reflective of all New ngton residents. Wen
peopl e cone and they get to experience

Newi ngt on, they just are anazed at the

wonderful place that it is. | always rave
about its virtues. It's the hidden gem of the
Seacoast. As far as residential living, in ny

estimation, it really surpasses Rye and
Portsnouth and those for living here. The

| and, the history, the comunity, its val ues,
the values of this comunity are all key
conmponents to this.

Goi ng agai nst the town's Master Pl an
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for the community which really reflects that,
and clearly these plans do that, is a nessage
that these things don't matter. Now, | don't
know exactly why these |ines are being proposed
here or why they're above ground, but | can
only suspect it's for cost and profits and
such. | just know t hat when we | ook back years
from now on the deci sions we nake today, | hope
hi story judges us for valuing the community and
not val uing the corporate bottomline, but
choosing the side of the people, the val ues and
the conmmunity of New ngton, New Hanpshire.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Robi n
Mower, followed by Panel a Pappas-d arkin and
t hen Janes Bel anger.

ROBI N MOAER: Good evening. Robin
Mower . I"'ma resident of Durham In fact, |
grew up in Durham | lived in New York Cty

for many years and returned in 2006 | argely

because of Durhaml s natural beauty. | do not
live on the bay, but | do treasure it.
Shortly after | returned, | started

to serve on town boards, the conservation

conmm ssion and the town council. This project
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woul d unduly interfere with the orderly

devel opnent of Durham and not be in the public
interest. | base ny statenent on Durham s
Master Pl an and on personal experience with one
of the natural sites through which the Project
woul d cross. The process for updating the
current Master Plan began in 2010 with the
devel opnent of a comunity survey. By

April 2015, when Eversource posted notices of
public informati on sessions, the 10 core
chapters of the Master Pl an, including the

Exi sting Land Use chapter, were well on their
way to adoption by the planni ng board, which
occurred on Novenber 18, 2015. The Future Land
Use chapter, the capstone of the Master Pl an,

adopted on January 24, 2018, cul m nates seven

years of community input. References to the
terns "rural character,"” "natural resources"”
"environnent,"” "conservation" abound. And naps

identified conservation | ands that the Project
woul d traverse.

The docket's web site posts a review
of master plans in abutting nmunicipalities. |

find no such thorough review of Durham s Master
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Pl an, al though the Project would run directly

t hrough Durham  Normandeau's 2016 revi ew of

| and use and | ocal and regional planning

bl atantly ignores a key thing underpinning
mast er plans and zoni ng ordi nances goi ng back
decades -- i.e., that Durham highly values its
rural areas and specifically planned to protect
t hem t hr oughout the history of our 10-year

pl ans, has zoned to protect them has
identified specific |ands for conservation, and
t hen has reqgqularly conserved nmany of those
parcels. Normandeau al so sel ectively chose to
enphasi ze the portion of the Project that woul d
foll ow existing right-of-way easenents -- that
is, along the railroad -- but to ignore the
mles through forests and al ong estuaries and
Great Bay. Nornmandeau cl ains that, quote, By

| ocating the Project within an existing utility
ri ght-of-way, the Project will be consi stent
wth the established character and | and

devel opnent pattern of these areas. That
statenent is blatantly unsupportable. Contrary
t o Normandeau's assertion, the introduction of

transm ssion lines into Durhanis rural areas
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woul d be against all |and use principles
pl anned and i npl enented for decades.

Here is just one exanple of a
| ocation reflecting the adverse inpact of
Eversource's choice of routes. G ven a choice
of access roads to the railroads south of the
bridge, which does Eversource choose? The one
that would wi den and irrevocably alter the
Class VI road that has served as a serene,
passive recreational trail through the forest
at Foss Farm If the southern route through
Durham currently proposed by the Applicant is
approved, | urge the Commttee to require that
the Applicant use the alternate water tank
dri veway access only, not the dass VI road
access.

But | urge the Committee to reject
the Applicant's request for the Project to
foll ow the proposed route and i nstead choose
the northern route shown i n Appendi x 23,
overview map of the three different route
alternatives referred to by others before ne.
This would significantly be | ess disruptive of

the natural environnent. |t has an existing

2015- 04} [ PUBLI C STATEMENT HEARI NG {10-11-18}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

111

w de easenent and al ready has hi gh-vol tage
transm ssion lines. It would not require going
underwat er, be less disruptive to the bay, to
property owners and the environnent.

| know that many peopl e have said
before ne that they are opposed -- that they
oppose this project. | think many of us would
actually say we are appalled by the Project.
Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY:
Panel a Pappas-d arkin foll owed by Janes
Bel anger and t hen Nancy Menelly Bul ki ey.

PAVELA PAPPAS- CLAKI N: Good eveni ng.

My nane is Panel a Pappas-Clarkin. | ama
resident of Newington. | live at 244 Little
Bay Road.

' m hunbl ed by the passion, the
intelligence, the val ues spoken here, the
commtnent, and the commtnent to preserving
our natural beauty, the environnent, the
speci al uni queness that we share here, all of
us who live here on the Seacoast, anyone who's
a resident of New Hanpshire, anyone who cones

to visit New Hanpshire. Once it's destroyed we
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cannot fix it. This is the opportunity we
have. This is the time we have to say, you
know, "Necessity is the nother of invention."
You have to find another way to this project.
Everyone here is -- | |ove what she just said,
that she is appalled by this project. They're
echoing ny sentinents exactly. | really
i mpl ore you, you know, to open your hearts, to
really listen to what everything has been
spoken about here. It's so inportant not just
for us but for all the future generations, for
our kids. | nean, this is the tine we have
this opportunity to nake a difference to do
sonet hing better, which is to protect our
envi ronnent, to protect these national
resources we have. W just can't say, okay,
they need nore power. This is what we're going
to do. You have to cone up with a better i dea.
W' re the stewards of this |and.

There is nothing else I can say. |
feel like everything has been said in such a
beauti ful way and so el oquently by all of ny
fell ow nei ghbors here tonight. But | could not

m ss this opportunity to also voice ny concern
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and be here and stand here with ny nei ghbors
and say "NO' to this project. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Janes
Bel anger, then Nancy Menelly Bul kl ey and t hen
Bahman Sharifipour. | apologize in advance
for everyone's name that | butchered here
tonight. Thank you for your tol erance.

M . Bel anger.

DR JAMES BELANGER: Ladi es and
gentl enen, Conmittee, ny nane is Dr. Janes
Bel anger. | live here in Newington with ny
w fe and children. M seven- and
four-year-old are here today. This decision
Is going to affect themnore than it's going
to affect our generation. |I'mhere to speak
in strong opposition to this project as
presented. |If conpleted, it wll |eave future
generations to cope with yet another permanent
scar on what renmains of New ngton's
residential and historic districts, what's
|l eft of them

My understanding is Eversource, a
| arge conpany that profits primarily from

transporting electricity, would like to take a
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smal | distribution Iine running across the
center of our little town and convert it into a
huge, industrial-scale transm ssion |line. The
proposed line will negatively inpact several

ot her nei ghboring communities that we heard

fromtoday. It will cross New ngton's Frink
Farm which is on the National Register. It
will jet plow across the already stressed and

struggling Little Bay, part of the National
Estuari ne Research Reserve. "Let's keep

Newi ngt on Newi ngton"” is a catch phrase that |
have heard over and over again at town neetings
and t hroughout town. Town residents often

di sagree about the usual small-town politics.
But protecting this tiny little bubble of rural
Newi ngton i s a |l ongstandi ng sentinment that

uni fies our town. Open spaces and rural
settings are an increasingly rare and val uabl e
compdity in the grow ng New Hanpshire
Seacoast. This is precisely why preservation
is top priority for Newington. This sentinent
Is expressed as the very first policy statenent
of Newi ngton's Master Plan which you' ve heard

of over and over again today. But what good is
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a town's naster plan if it is sinply tossed
asi de when industry deens its interests are
nore i nportant than the town' s?

The Newi ngton Master Plan is a
consi dered and carefully bal anced docunent
that, anpbng other things, clearly addresses the
type of project we are discussing today. |
certainly don't have tine to review the master
plan in detail in this brief tinme we' ve been
allotted. | do request that the Conmittee goes
back and carefully reviews it, as it
provides -- as this plan provides the Town's
detail ed gui dance on projects of this scope.
Any project out of conformance with New ngton's
Master Plan is sinply not acceptable.

New ngton has gi ven so nuch. Pease
Al r Force Base, the Pease Devel opnent
Aut hority, the Spaul di ng Turnpi ke, each occupy
| and that was once rural New ngton. New ngton
w Il struggle for generations to recover from
the resulting air and groundwater poll ution.
We endure daily traffic counts that are anong
the busiest in the state, along with all the

associ ated noi se and nui sance. Enough is
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enough. New ngton is being squeezed from al
directions, and now Eversource wants to push a
huge transm ssion |line straight through the
center, acircle with a line right through it.
Where does it end? New ngton nust now push
back to preserve what little is |left because
once gone, it does not cone back. Please find
a better solution. The proposed |ine m ght not
be the best -- m ght be the best solution for
Ever source --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWVEATHERSBY: Dr .
Bel anger - -

DR JAMES BELANGER -- but it
certainly is not the best overall solution for
Newi ngton, Little Bay and the ratepayers. |
chal l enge the talented --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Dr .
Bel anger, you're over four mnutes. So if you
only have |i ke another sentence, you may add
it. Oherwse, I"'mgoing to ask you to cone
back at the end if there's tine.

DR. JAMES BELANGER: | chal l enge the
talented teans of engineers to sharpen their

pencils, return to the draw ng board, | ook a
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little bit deeper and protect what matters the
nost .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Nancy
Menel | y Bul kl ey, followed by Bahnan
Shari fi pour and Dudl ey Dudl ey.

NANCY MENELLY BULKLEY: H , thanks
for hearing us today. | am Nancy Bul kl ey, and
live in Durham | oppose this | arge-scal e,
ri sky and unnecessary di sturbance of cutting,
crushi ng and configuring by man and nachi ne
over 13 mles of connecting water bodi es and
wetl ands wthin one vital watershed. Wile
not an exhaustive list, a quick |ook at the
map identifies the followng will be inpacted:
Beards Creek, Littlehole Creek, Reservoir
Br ook, Col | ege Brook, Ellison Brook, Longnarsh
Br ook, LaRoche Brook, Hanmel Brook, Bedford
Brook, Crommet Creek, Horsehi de Brook. These
el even streams and brooks, along w th many
ot her unnaned wat er bodies, inpact the
Bel | any, Lower Cocheco, Lanprey, Oyster,

Sal ron Falls and Piscassic Rivers, all |eading
to the greater estuary. Adding to the

totality of this disruption, aesthetics aside,
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Is the damage fromlaying a |line of concrete
mattresses on the nud flats that serve the
natural habitats of nmany aquatic aninals and
ot her speci es.

And then the worst exanpl e of |east
i mpact, jet plowng in fast tidal waters where
contai nnent and mtigation of toxic plumes wll
be very difficult in strong tides and w nds.
There are so many unknowns and potential for
damage, even with the nost vigilant nonitoring.
There's a lot to risk for an energy reliability
proj ect that has been found unnecessary by
UNH s Carsey School of Public Policy, and
certainly isn't wanted by all of us at | east
with so nuch to lose if our priceless asset and
prom nent natural treasure is seriously
danaged.

We appreciate your utnost vigilance
and extrene care regardi ng your decision. W
have to trust that you will do the right thing
and deny this project through the watershed.
Pl ease find anot her way. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWWEATHERSBY:

Bahman Sharifi pour, followed by Dudl ey Dudl ey
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and then M chael Lanbert.

BAHVAN SHARI FI POUR: First of all, |
want to thank you to pronounce ny nane
properly.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: CGot
one.

BAHVAN SHARI FI POUR: I m Bahman
Sharifipour. As a background, I'ma VP of
energy systens for a nmjor construction
conpany in U S. So as you can inagine, | deal
W th power, power transm ssion on a regular
basis, and try to nanage it as efficient and
as much as possible not inpacting the
envi ronnent .

One of the problens that | see with

119

this project is that Eversource has had so much

anpl e opportunities to |l ook at alternative
sol utions, and because of the cost of those

alternative solutions, they have rejected it.

We have had several neetings with them And we

have suggested and they came back, they woul d

|l ook at it, and they cane back and they changed

it again.

One of the things that we need to
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| ook at, and a |l ot of people in this room have
said, is that we are | ooking at our future.
There's a | ot of new technol ogi es com ng on
power transm ssion that a | ot of conpanies are
| ooking at it. But because of the cost of the
initial cost of the capacity(?) requirenent,
Eversource, | believe, is not |ooking at it.
And that is not a right thing to do. There's
t echnol ogi es in Europe and even in Asia that
they're using to elimnate power transm ssion
l i nes and replacing themw th nuch nore safe,
al though the initial cost is higher. But the
long-termreturn investnent is a |lot better
t han what they have. Unfortunately,
Eversource, and | nean it, please forgive ne
for being abrupt, shortsighted views do not
|l ook at it, and all they want to do is take a
shortcut through a snall town, which I'mvery
proud to be init. And |I'mvery, very
di sappointed that these individuals -- this
conpany is not |looking at it.

So all | want to do is this: [|I'm
asking the Commttee to pl ease ask themto | ook

at alternatives, and | ook at them and see
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there's technol ogi es avail abl e and com ng down,
and take a look at it and put that as a option
rat her than present proposal. Thank you very
much.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY:
Dudl ey Dudl ey, followed by M chael Lanbert and
Cat heri ne Meeki ng.

DUDLEY DUDLEY: |'m Dudl ey Dudl ey.
And you pronounced both of my nanes correctly.
I'"ma lifel ong resident of Durham New
Hanmpshire. | was a nmenber of the state
| egi slature for two terns and the Governor's
Council for four. Little bit of history,
t hough.

Forty-five years ago this fall, the
peopl e of Durham were on high alert having
| ear ned that many of their townspeople and
nei ghbors had been approached by a nysterious
man asking to buy options on their | and. Wen
he was asked why he wanted the | and, he |i ed.
To sone he said he wanted it for a gane
preserve, to sone he said he wanted it for a
recreation facility. Sone were told that he

wanted to raise his son in an environnent nore
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rural than where he lived currently, which was
Keene, New Hanpshire. Took nonths of sl euthing
by townspeople for the truth to cone out.
Aympic G1, and the person, world's richest
man, Aristotle Onassis, was determ ned to build
the world's largest oil refinery on the bay,
the bay that is the star in the crown of New
Hanmpshire's Seacoast. W all know what
happened. The people of the Seacoast rallied
and organi zed and rose up in protest, and the
refi nery was def eat ed.

Now, 45 years |ater, after the
A ynpic battle, we've |earned that Durham and
the bay are threatened again. This tinme by
sonet hi ng nysteri ously and eupham stcal ly
call ed the Seacoast Reliability Project. And
just as 45 years ago, we were not notified in a
timely fashion. And when we conpl ai n about not
| earning of this sooner, we of course are told,
well, we could have read Eversource's neeting
notices. W could have argued for a better
route perhaps if we had. But you don't know
what you don't know. We had no idea such a

project was in the works. And so the Seacoast
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Reliability Project, the SRP, was well
devel oped before we understood its inplications
for Geat and Little Bay, our forests, or town,
our conservation | ands over which the SRP runs,
and for our precious historic resources on
which it intrudes.

Over the past 45 years, nmany
organi zati ons have worked tirelessly to protect
t he bay, the forests around it, and our way of
life. The list is long, indicating the respect
and passion that the citizens of this area feel
for the bay and its forests. |'mgoing to nanme
sone of them |[|'mgoing to nane sone of them
because they have worked so hard, they deserve
it: The Nature Conservancy, Waterkeepers, the
Conservati on Law Foundati on, Jackson Estuari ne
Lab, the Society for the Protection of New
Hanmpshire Forests, the Oyster River \Watershed
Associ ation, the Bellany and Oyster Ri ver
WAt er shed Protection Partnership, Geat Bay
St ewards, the Town of New ngton Conservation
Commi ssion, the Great Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve, and the Lanprey River

VWAt er shed Associ ation, as well as the
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Pi scat aqgua Regi on Estuary Partnership, or PREP.
Decades of their work will be lost if the SRP
wth its jet plowing of the bay bottom its
massi ve concrete mattresses, towering poles,
and cl ear-cutting of 100-foot swaths through
our forests are allowed. Everything about the
I mposed route of this high-voltage line and its
negati ve i npacts violates Durhanis zoning

ordi nances and our Master Pl an.

Thereby, | thank this Conmm ssion for
so patiently and respectfully listening to the
citizens of the Seacoast this evening as we
make known our views about the Seacoast
Reliability Project. And | ask, please, my
this Conm ssion vote to deny the Eversource
Application for Certificate of Site and
Facility. Thank you very nuch.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWVEATHERSBY: Ckay.
We're going to try to nove al ong so we can get
to as nany fol ks as we can. So, M chael
Lanbert, Catherine Meeking and then Reverand
M chael Bradley for Andrea Bodo.

CATHERI NE MEEKI NG So M chael

Lanbert's not com ng.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:
M chael Lanbert's not here. Ckay.

Are you Cat heri ne?

CATHERI NE MEEKI NG  Yes, Catherine
Meeki ng. So, Catherine Meeking, Durham  And
| also want to thank you very much for
i stening to us today.

|''m here today to voice nmy opposition
to the Seacoast Reliability Project and am
asking you to reject it because it does not
neet the requirenents as stated in RSA 162,
specifically, that the Project will not have an
unr easonabl e adverse effect on aesthetics and
t he natural environnent.

As | understand it, Eversource has
al ready worked with UNH to have the |ines
buri ed that would cross through the canpus, and
rightly so. The University understands the
I mportance of having a visually attractive
canpus, and the transm ssion poles reaching up
to 100 feet in height and with nultiple hanging
wi res woul d i ndeed have an adverse effect on
the aesthetics of their campus. They | obbied

against it fromthe onset.
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So then we cone to the rest of the
proposed line. The ones | eaving the canpus
will make its way through the residenti al
nei ghbor hoods and onto the nore rural aspects
of Durham along the Foss Farm corridor, over
to Bennett Road, across Newrar ket Road and down
to the Great Bay.

|'ve been thinking a | ot about the
aesthetics of Durham and |I'mgoing to start
with a comment ny nother made when she nade her
first visit here to me | ast summer. Nat ural | y,
| wanted to show her the town where ny husband
and | have chosen to live. W wal ked the
trails at Foss Farm and Col | ege Wods, and we
drove al nost everywhere, down Packers Fal
Road, up Bennett Road, past farns, over to
Newmar ket Road where we have conservation | and
wth trails, and then up to MI| Road and the
estuary. And as we drove, ny nother said to ne
how lucky | was to live in a place that is so

unspoiled. "It's beautiful," she said. |[|'ve
been t hi nki ng about that comment. "Lucky," she
said, when in fact |luck doesn't cone into it.

There's a reason our natural environnent has
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been kept intact and has not been spoil ed.

In Durham we've worked hard to
mai ntain the rural character of our town. W
have strict zoning rules and a master plan that
was given such intense consideration, it took
several years to conplete. W did so because
we wanted to nmake sure that when your
constructi on proposals conme before our town, we
know it'll be done in a way that's in
accordance with our values. And one of our
core values is aesthetics. W have rejected
proposals for drive-thrus, which though may
have added conveni ence, were not in accordance
W th our vision of Durham You'll see no mni
mal I s. W make sure that | andscaping is used
to buffer hardscapes. W have desi gnated bi ke
routes and designated scenic routes. W're
currently working on a sol ar ordi nance that,
anongst other things, is |ooking at the
aesthetics of solar panels and how t hey m ght
affect the views on our scenic routes -- wll
they be jarring to the eye? Yes, we really do
care about these things.

Years ago, we spent $6 million to
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acquire Wagon Hill, to ensure the |l and could
not be devel oped but would be used for
recreational purposes, nmaintaining its natural
beauty for perpetuity. |It's the sane reason
that back in the '70s the town's residents cane
out to reject the Onassis oil term nal project.
Havi ng worked so hard to protect the
nat ural beauty of our environment, it should
conme as no surprise that the notion of adding a
transm ssion |ine where none already exists is
not only an affront, but makes no sense. Try
to envision, for exanple, the danage to views
on the scenic roads, to conservation | ands that
we keep protected, now spoiled wth
hundr ed-foot transm ssion poles. No one could
argue these are aesthetically pleasing.
They' Il be rust in color, with a girth of
several feet sitting upon a slab of concrete
and with nultiple hanging wires. And because
of their height, they wll in many instances be
visible through the tree tops. Sinply put,
they don't belong in this environnent. 1|'ve
got, like, three seconds left.

| further argue that the current
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proposal to add transm ssion |ines would not
nmerely have a reasonabl e adverse effect,
rather, that it would be extrene. So |I'm here
tonight to really inplore you to pl ease reject
t hi s proposal and ask Eversource to acconplish
their objective by using the northern route
where a transmssion line is already in place.
Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY:
Reverend Bradley will be next.

REV. M CHAEL BRADLEY: Thank you.

M chael Bradley, Durhamresident. |I'mreading
a prepared statenent by Andrea Bol o, also a
Dur ham r esi dent .

Durhamis a snall town where residents
have worked hard with our Master Plan to
preserve the rural nature of our town, our
rivers and bays outside the downtown corridor
The townspeople rallied in 1974 to fight the
Onassis oil refinery. That project was touted
as beneficial for the region, just as this
project is touted today. The Project is not
needed for New Hanpshire. This project

connects to the Northern Pass alternate route
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runni ng from Quebec t hrough Mai ne, through
Rochester and on to sout hern New Engl and. The
project will have a negative inpact on | and
because it violates the naster plans adopted
and i npl emented during the past 49 years. The
orderly devel opnent of Durhamw || be disrupted
and thrown off course. This project wll cause
the | oss of thousands of dollars in property
val ues.

The new structures will be easily
seen from our scenic roads that are protected
by statute. There is no effective mtigation
t hat can hide the hideous aesthetics of these
| ines. Counsel for the Public has agreed to
stipulations with Eversource about planting
trees. This will acconplish nothing because
all trees nust be kept within the required
cl earance zone, 18 to 24 feet beneath the
| onest cable. Installation of such nodern
structures wll cause irreparable | oss of
integrity to all three historic districts
crossed by the easenent. These districts cover
nore than hal f of Durham

Large tracks of pristine conservation
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| ands purchased with mllions of taxpayer
dollars will be ruined. The network of hiking
and ski trails in these | ands has been i gnored
and will be destroyed. Heavy construction
equi pnent on access roads and within the
easenent wll | eave our conservation | ands a
cl ear-cut wast el and.

Ever source has ot her options,

i ncluding the northern route. Using that route
protects the Great Bay Estuary because it runs
from Madbury t hrough Dover, over the river to
Elliot, then south and over the river to
Portsnouth. The river crossings on the
northern route are over the estuary, not in it,
and wi || not danage the G eat Bay Estuary.

It is unreasonable to ruin the rural
and suburban areas of Durham and New ngton with
the construction of a new line where there is
no line today. The northern route is far
superior. Eversource chose to route this
proj ect through Dur ham because this route
requires only one permt fromone state. The
northern route requires two permts fromtwo

states. This proposal is for a new
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hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |ine through Durham
Little Bay and Newi ngton that affects two small
t owns and t housands of residents.

Eversource has withheld vital
information, filed false data, held secret
negoti ations state permtting agencies, and
created conpressed scal e maps that cannot be
used. Eversource planned that |ocal residents
woul d not understand the inpact of this
devastating project. The effect of this wll
be unreasonabl e and adverse to Durham where
there are no transm ssion |lines, no poles above
the streets or in our neighborhoods, in our
conservation lands, in our districts or visible
from scenic roads. And no expert can say what
danage jet plowing the estuary will cause.

We ask you, the Site Eval uation
Commttee, to rule that this project does not
neet the statutory requirenents for
certification. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: (kay.
Before we get to that list, I"'mjust going to
doubl e-check that these fol ks that were not

here did not arrive late, stuck in traffic,
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whatever. |If you are here, please shout out.

St eve Burns, Sharon Meeker, Sarah
Keener Star kweat her, Brandon Arsenault, and
Ri ck Stern.

[ No verbal response]

Ckay. So we will go to the fol ks
t hat have registered tonight. W have a few
m nutes left. Diane McCann, then Derick
W son, followed by Susan R chman, if we have
tinme.

DI ANE McCANN: Thank you. M/ nane
Is Diane McCann. | |ive in Durham New
Hampshire. And | think we've been there for
over 40 years.

One of the reasons | wanted to talk
today is because | wanted to point out that we,
t he people, have certain rights: R ghts to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi ness.
And | think the plan here certainly inpedes our
right to the special right of life of the bay,
the pursuit of liberty to live peacefully in
our nei ghbor hoods, and the pursuit of
happi ness. And when | tal k about happi ness, |

mean our nental health nainly, because | think
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this project is going to have a terrible inpact
on the nental health of all of our citizens,
not only in Durham but also in New ngton and
everywhere el se that these lines wll be
affecting us. If you can just inmagine the
anount of cutting and the noi se factor and the
pl ow ng and the construction and the trucks and
all of that business com ng through our little
towns. | don't even know if our roads wll be
able to sustain the inpact of these -- of this
project. And | hope that you wll reject it
fully. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY:
Derick WIlson, followed by Susan R chman and
Sal ly Ryder.

DERI CK WLSON: Good eveni ng, folKks.
My nane's Derick Wlson. And | appreciate
your attention here tonight. | knowit's
getting tough at this point --

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

DERI CK W LSON:  Appreci ate your
attention to this trenendously inportant
deci sion you fol ks have to nake here. | want

to share -- ny wife and | recently nade a
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tremendously i nportant decision for us, and
it's a decision that we all share, is where
would you like to live. And that question --
I al so include where would | live if | could
live there, and what would it | ook |ike. So,
for us, that is a place that is beautiful, a
pl ace that is safe for our famly, a place
that is environnentally in good shape, a pl ace
where we can drink the water, a place where we
can get out and enjoy the environnent. That's
what we wanted to do for our decision. And so
we | ooked around the Seacoast. W wanted to
live on the Seacoast. And those were the
qualities that we were |looking for in our life
going forward. And | think a |lot of people
share those desires for that and not everybody
can get it. And so when we started | ooking,
we actually saw -- and we wanted to stay on
t he Seacoast, and we chose New ngton as the
pl ace we wanted to live for all the reasons
t hat peopl e have obvi ously spoken to.

So as you make this decision, think
about all the lives you're going to affect and

where you want to |live and where you would |ike
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to live and what will that be |ike for you.
So, please try to do the right thing. Thank
you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Susan
Ri chman.

SUSAN RI CHVAN: Hi, Susan Ri chman.
Il live in Durham but in town, not on the bay.
One of the earliest speakers spoke to the fact
t hat popul ation is increasing and that there's
a need for electricity. But |I've also heard
the Carsey Institute Study referenced a few
tinmes tonight, and that was on future energy
needs in New Hampshire. And they acknow edge
t hat our population is grow ng. However,
because of efficiency of new technologies in
conservation, our energy use is not keeping
pace with the population. It's falling
behi nd. So, no guaranty that we are going to
need nore energy in the future. And on top of
that, as you heard tonight, quite probably
there will be new technol ogi es or renewabl es
that will nmake it | ess necessary to build
these infrastructures. There's no danger for

a utility conpany in creating new
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i nfrastructures because they know that the

rates will be underwitten by the taxpayers --
t he ratepayers will have to pay for it. So
that's point one. |'mnot sure we even need

this power.
Point two that | haven't heard
tonight at all is nationally we're hearing

about rising coastal waters everywhere. And if

137

we have a bay that goes dead, we no | onger have

t he vegetation that has been a buffer for
flooding. And if we're layering concrete all
over what is now a porous surface in the bay,
all the nore reason to expect rising costal
waters. So | think that is a great
envi ronment al danger that this policy -- or
this plan would perhaps bring on to us. Thank
you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWEATHERSBY: Sal |y
Ryder .

SALLY RYDER: Thank you for your
pati ence. Thank you for letting ne speak.
"1l try to nake --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWWEATHERSBY: |

you coul d use the m crophone, please. Thank
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you.

SALLY RYDER MW/ famly's ancestor
cane froma very rural New ngton in 1794, and
we're still very pleased to be in New ngton.
We never want to nove. And he bought several
farms for his sons, two of which are still
bei ng used; they're being actively worked.

And two of those farns -- and sone that are
not anong that bunch. There are a few farns
that are still in Newington. And that's the
rural heritage there. Anyway, our famly | ost
a lot of |Iand when Pease Air Force Base cane
in 1953. But there's one farmin the historic
district which saved our farmfrom bei ng taken
by the base, | believe. It's still being

wor ked.

Qur father ingrained in our heads at
an early age that this | and woul d never becone
house lots. So, in 2005 we sold the
devel opnent rights and put the land in a
per manent agricultural easenment, which is very
strict about what you can and can't do with
this land. One of the things you can't do is

to disturb the soil. And so we thought, well,

138
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that's good. W're also in the historic
district, which forbids the use of intrusive,

vi sual elenents that would spoil -- so we felt,
okay. So when we heard that Eversource was
going to put a power |ine through our existing
agricultural easenent, which we had to sel

when the base cane in 1953, they noved the Iine
down and it went across our fields. And we
heard Eversource wanted to put a power |ine

t hrough there. Well, we thought, well, we're
going to be protected from overhead by the fact
that we're in the historic district, and we're
going to be protected from underground |ines by
the fact we have this agricultural easenent.

So we're going to stop themdead in their
tracks; right? Well, they've got alternative
routes. And so we went to the neeting to hear
about the alternative routes. And they went

t hrough them and every one had al ready been

ruled out. It had to go on the existing
easenent which went through our land. Well, we
wanted to see -- we thought we had -- we stil

t hought we had a case here for keeping them off

this route. And we said, well, you can't put
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it -- you know, we're in a historic district.

You can't put it overhead.

Ch, well, we'll put it underground
t hen.

Well, you can't put it underground.

Vell, we will.

Anyway, we had to strike a deal wth
the devil that they would put it underground.

They pitted nei ghbor agai nst nei ghbor
and said they'd put it through Hannah Lane.
And we didn't want to get rid -- we wanted to
keep the peace. Anyway, so we struck a deal
with the devil. And with the agricul tural
hol ders of the agricultural easenent, if they
did a |l ot of renediation, they could put this
l i ne underground. So we signed a deal with the
devi l . But based on our experience with them
with Eversource, over the past three years, we
do not trust them They have m staken, changed
things and not told us. They have
m srepresented what we thought were facts. And
we don't trust themat all.

W do not want them overhead. W do

not want them underground. W do not want them
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in New ngton. Please, please get themto go
somewher e el se.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: We
di d have sonme nenbers of the Commttee had
various conmtnents this evening. One did
need to leave. But a quick polling of the
others, there's three people |left who have
signed up to speak who have not had a chance
yet. So we will take those three fol ks and
stay and hear your comments. Anyone el se,
whoever, at any time w shes to give us any
nore infornmation or | odge a comment, you can
al ways do that online through the SEC web
site. | can assure you that we do read al
comments. Every nenber reads every single
comment that cones in and takes those into
consi deration as well. But it's especially
I mportant to hear you in person here tonight.

So we would like to hear from Meli ssa
Prefontai ne and then John Parsons and then
Frank Graf. | don't think we'll have tine to
circle back to the two peopl e who were over
their four mnutes. And we said that if there

was tine, they could finish. | think we'll cut
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It off after Frank G af.

So if Ms. Prefontaine is here, if she
coul d cone up.

[ No verbal response]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: John
Par sons.

JOHN PARSONS: | live in the Foss
Far m nei ghborhood in Durham A couple of ny
nei ghbors have spoken earlier. And | want you
to bear with me a few seconds here.

At the far end of our nei ghborhood,
away fromthe Eversource right-of-way, there's
a parcel of |and that belongs to the Oyster
R ver School District. There was going to be
an el ementary school built there, but the
school district has determ ned that the
nei ghbor hood roads are not appropriate for
putting a dozen or so buses on the roads every
day with a couple dozen kids who live in the
nei ghbor hood and vari ous people going in and
out. Foss Farm Road, if you' ve ever driven on
a rural road in Scotland or England or Wl es,
you know the roads are about a | ane and a half

w de; that's Foss Far m Road. It's narrow.
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It's bordered by oak trees and stone wall s.

And so that brings ne to the concern
t hat was sort of nentioned but not directly
commented on. Robin Mower nentioned the d ass
VI portion of Foss Farm Road, which is a dirt
woods road. The traveled portion of Foss Farm
Road is the narrow part that | was referring to
that people live on. |If the school district
has determned that it's not safe to put school
buses on that road, | have concerns about
putti ng construction equi prent on that road,
putting cranes and heavy trucks and so forth.

' mnot even going to tal k about the
vari ous ot her concerns that people brought up.
| think they've been anply covered. But | am
really concerned about the safety aspects of
putting that equi pnent on Foss Farm Road for
however long it takes to build this project.
Thanks.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Fr ank
G af .

DR FRANK GRAF: Thank you very nuch
for the opportunity to speak. And actually, I

have an honorariumon ny nane. |'ma
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physician. Dr. Gaf.

For several years |'ve been studying
persi stent organic pollutants, particularly in
reference to work with veterans and
under st andi ng conbat exposures fromthe Vietnam
period all the way up through the Gulf War, and
under st andi ng how t he exposures to persi stent
organic pollutants work in the body. And I
hope that -- we could talk about this for a
long tinme, but I don't have a long tine. And |
appreci ate your allowing ne to speak at all.

It is conplex. And what I'd like to do is
sinply read a letter that | wote with the help
of nmy wfe.

We |ive on Durham Point Road in
Durham  The purpose of this letter is to
record opposition to the disturbance to the
shorelines of Little Bay and the jet plow ng of
the sedinents at the bottomof Little Bay.

Both the shoreline and the sedi nents at the
bottom of the bay contain industrial pollutants
present by many years of mlitary and

i ndustrial activity on | ands adjacent to Little

Bay, Great Bay and the Piscataqua R ver. Now,
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t hey can be beautiful and pristine-I|ooking, but
they can still have these pollutants. They're
cal |l ed persistent organic pollutants because
they are in fact persistent. They do not

bi odegrade. And in fact, they can

bi o-concentrate in the natural environnent.
This industrial activity that |I'mreferencing
has rel eased these persistent organic
pollutants into the air and water and then into
t he sedi nents. The persistent organic

pol l utants are responsi ble in humans for

nmet abol i ¢ syndrones, as these pollutants
initiate and structure inflammation affecting
many di fferent organi snms and organs -- the
brain, the lungs, the kidneys, the pancreas.
Bot h net abolic syndrome, such as di abetes
mel | itus, hypertension, insulin resistance, and
even exogenous obesity is associated wth
exposure to persistent organic pollutants.

Persi stent organic pollutants are concentrated
in the white fat of our own bodies and in the
animal s that we eat, and they di srupt
physi ol ogi cal pat hways regul ati ng i nfl ammati on.

These pollutants enter the food chain for
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humans and nmarine manmmal s at the sanme tine they
di srupt the nmetabolismof filter feeders
i ndi genous to Little Bay.

Little Bay is actively being farned,
as was nentioned by several people, through
aquacul ture for the harvest of oysters. And
Little Bay has a native popul ati on of oysters
which would be at risk to be contam nated by
persistent organic pollutants released into the
tidal waters. The netabolic effects of
exposure to persistent organic pollutants --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Dr .
Gaf, I'"'mgoing to interrupt you. You're at
four mnutes. Do you have a sentence or two
you can finish --

DR FRANK CGRAF: One sentence.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER WEATHERSBY: Go
ahead.

DR. FRANK GRAF: And thank you so
much for being so patient.

The effect of persistent organic
pollutants is well docunented and supported by
a | arge body of nedical research and nedi cal

literature. PubMed Central, if you Google
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that, any one of you on the panel can have
access to nmuch of that information.

Wth this evidence readily avail abl e,
it is, in nmy opinion, irresponsible to proceed
wi th the di sturbance of the sedinents of Little
Bay. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER VWVEATHERSBY: Ckay.
So that's going to wap up our Public Coment
Session. As | said before, you're all free to
send us comments. They would be witten
comrents that you would e-nail. There's not a
spot -- I'lIl remnd you there's not a spot on
our site that you can fill it out right on the
site, but just us an e-mail. And we do read
t he comments.

Thank you all for com ng and sharing
your views. |It's nuch appreciated. Thank you
for being respectful of each other in differing
views and of the Comm ttee, and of the
st enogr apher who needed you to speak slowy.
So, again, thank you, and be assured that we
wi || consider your opinions in our difficult
road ahead. Thank you.

(Adjourned at 7:15 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Susan J. Robidas, a Licensed
Short hand Court Reporter and Notary Public
of the State of New Hanpshire, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of ny stenographic
notes of these proceedi ngs taken at the
pl ace and on the date herei nbefore set
forth, to the best of ny skill and ability
under the conditions present at the tine.

| further certify that | am neither
attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the
action; and further, that | amnot a
rel ati ve or enployee of any attorney or
counsel enployed in this case, nor am|

financially interested in this action.

Susan J. Robi das, LCR/ RPR
Li censed Shorthand Court Reporter
Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
N.H LCR No. 44 (RSA 310-A:173)
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