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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHI RE
SI TE EVALUATI ON COW TTEE

Cct ober 29, 2015 - 6:00 p.m
Gol den Brook El enentary School
112B Lowel | Road

W ndham New Hanpshire

IN RE: SEC DOCKET NO. 2015-05 PUBLIC
SERVI CE COVPANY OF NEW HAMPSHI RE, d/ b/ a
EVERSOURCE ENERGY, and NEW ENGLAND POWER
COVPANY, d/ b/a NATIONAL GRID: Public

I nformati on Session held pursuant to

RSA 162-H 10 regardi ng the Joint
Application for a Certificate of Site
and Facility for the Construction of a
New 345kV Transm ssion Line in Southern
New Hanpshire

(Presentation by Eversource Energy and
Nati onal Gid, foll owed by

Questi on- and- Answer Session and conments
received fromthe public.)

PRESENT: M chael J. lacopino, Esquire
(Presiding Oficer)

COURT REPORTER: Susan J. Robidas, N.H LCR No. 44
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NOTED AS PRESENT:
On Behal f of SEC: Panel a Monroe, Adm ni str ator

Counsel for the Applicant: Barry Needl eman, Esq.
(McLane, M ddl eton)

Counsel for the Public: Christopher Aslin, Esq.
N.H Attorney CGeneral's Ofice

Al so noted as present for the Eversource
Energy/ National Gid Project Team who provi ded
presentati on and answers to questi ons:

JimJiottis
(Manager, Transm ssi on Engi neering, Eversource)

Bryan Hudock
(Project Manager, National Gid)
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. | ACOPI NO (Good eveni ng,
folks. W're here for the New Hanpshire Site
Eval uation Commttee Public Information
Session in Docket No. 2015-05, the Joint
Application of New Engl and Power Conpany and
Publ i c Service Conpany of New Hanpshire, doing
busi ness as Eversource Energy, for a
Certificate of Site and Facility for the
Merrimack Valley Reliability Project. M nane
is Mchael lacopino. | have been appointed to
adm ni ster this proceeding tonight. | amthe
out si de counsel to the New Hanpshire Site
Eval uation Commttee. To ny right is Panel a
Monroe, our brand new adm ni strator for the
Site Evaluation Commttee.

The agenda for tonight is
going like this: W're going to start off
wth a presentation fromne, on behalf of the
Commttee, to tell everybody what the
Commi ttee does and how we do it. That
presentation will be followed by a
presentation fromthe Applicants, and then we

w Il take questions. Everybody shoul d be

{ SEC 2015- 05} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON SESSI ON] {10-29- 15}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

aware that if you have questions, there are

comment cards or question sheets that you can

get at the back table. If you wite out your
questions, we will keep them together by
categories, and we wll -- once we have them
at the front table, we'll ask the

representatives fromthe Conpany or nyself or
Pam t o answer your questions, dependi ng upon
what they pertain to, whether they pertain to
how t he Conmi ttee operates or whether they
pertain to specifics about the Project. Once
we have gone through all the questions that
are asked, we'll open the floor. There is a
m crophone in front of ne. W'I| open the
floor to anybody who has or w shes to nake
public coment on the proposed project.

Pl ease renenber we're keeping a record. W
have a court reporter here. |f you have the
opportunity to speak, please speak sl owy.
When you identify yourself, please spell your
nane so that we can get it all in the record.
And also, for the record to be conplete, I'm
going to give a brief description of the

proj ect and the process.
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On August 5th, 2015, New
Engl and Power, doi ng busi ness as Nati onal
Gid, and Public Service Conpany of New
Hanpshi re, doi ng busi ness as Eversource
Energy, filed a Joint Application for
Certificate of Site and Facility with the
Site Evaluation Commttee. The application
seeks the issuance of a Certificate of Site
and Facility for a new 345kV el ectric
transm ssion line which will be constructed
i n an existing, devel oped transmi ssion |ine
corridor between New Engl and Power Conpany's
Tewksbury 22A Substation, in Tewksbury,
Massachusetts, and Public Service Conpany of
New Hanpshire's Scobi e Pond 345kV substation
i n Londonderry, New Hanpshire. This corridor
traverses the towns of Pel ham and Hudson in
Hi I | sbor ough County, and W ndham and
Londonderry i n Rocki ngham County.

On Cctober 5th, 2015, the New
Hanpshire Site Eval uation Commttee found
that the application that was filed by the
two applicants contained sufficient

information for the Commttee to carry out
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the purposes of RS A 162-H And they
accepted the application, and that's why
we're here tonight to begin the public

i nformati on process.

Al so present with us here
tonight is Counsel for the Public fromthe
Attorney CGeneral's Ofice, Christopher Aslin.
His role is to represent the public in these
proceedings. And I'll defer to himto make a
little -- to introduce hinself and give you
t he background of how he operates once we get
into the presentati on here.

So what |'mgoing to do is, |
do have a Power Point here, and we're going
to -- | don't have a clicker, so I'mgoing to
speak fromthe here. But basically |I'm going
to go through this PowerPoint to help you al
under stand exactly what the Site Eval uation
Comm ttee does. R S. A 162-His the statute
whi ch creates and enables the Site Eval uation
Comm ttee. The purpose of RS A 162 is to
basically do a bal ancing act, to bal ance the
benefit and inpacts of energy facilities --

which transm ssion lines are considered to be
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an energy facility -- to bal ance those
benefits and i npacts on these very inportant
criteria that the Legislature has identified:
The general welfare of the popul ation,
private property, the | ocation and growh of

I ndustry, econom c growth, the environnent,

hi storic sites, aesthetics, air and water
quality, natural resources, and public health
and safety. Another purpose of the statute
is to avoid undue delay in the construction
of new facilities. Another purpose of the
statute is to provide full and conplete

di scl osure, transparency, so that the public
knows what is going to be -- what is proposed
to be constructed and what the inpacts and
benefits of the facility are. And finally,
to ensure that the constructi on, operation
and siting of energy facilities is treated as
an aspect of | and-use planning in al

concepts involving environnmental, technical

I ssues, economi c issues, that they all get
resolved in an integrated fashion. In
essence, the Site Evaluation Conmittee is a

st atew de pl anni ng board for energy
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facilities. And, in fact, the Site

Eval uation Conmttee's process does integrate
a nunmber of different permtting processes,
and it preenpts |ocal ordi nances and
authority. |In other words, the pl anning
board or zoning board in any particul ar town,
al though the Site Evaluation Commttee
|istens to what their input may be, the Site
Eval uation Commttee has the final authority
on approving the site and construction and
operation of an energy facility. Sone people
have referred to the process as the
"supermarket" theory or "one-stop shopping,"”
because what happens i s when an Appli cant
files for a Certificate of Site and Facility,
the idea behind the Site Evaluation Commttee
is they go to one place for the purpose of
getting all the approvals that they need.

The Site Evaluation Commttee is nade up of

t hree PUC conm ssioners, the Comm ssioner of
DES, Conmm ssioner of the Departnent of
Transportation, the Comm ssioner of the
Depart nent of Resources and Econom c

Devel opnent, the Cultural Resources
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Comm ssi oner, or the Director of the D vision
of Historical Resource -- and usually it's
the director that is involved -- and two
publ i c menbers, one of whom nust be an
attorney and one of whom nust have experti se.
In fact, one of our public nenbers is seated
in the audi ence, Roger Hawk. | would
appreciate if nobody tried to ask himany
questi ons because he's not permtted to have
ex parte conmmuni cations with peopl e who may
have an interest in the application.

So that's what the Site
Eval uati on Conmttee nenbership is nmade up of
statutorily. Oh, and there is an alternate
public menber, too. 1In the event the one of
our public nenbers cannot participate, we
have an alternate nenber who is then charged
Wth participating. The Commttee today for
the Merrimack Valley -- I'"'msorry. The
Comm ttee consists today of these fol ks, and
those are the sane offices that |'ve al ready
di scussed. Marty Honigberg is the Chair of
the PUC. Tom Burack is the DES Conmm ssi oner.

And t hese are the other people who hold

10
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offices that nake them nenbers of the Site
Eval uation Commttee. And there is a copy,
i f anybody wants a copy of this Power Point,
there's a printed copy on the table in the
back.

The Subcomm ttee that is going
to decide whether to grant or deny the
application in this particul ar docket is nmade
up of fol ks who have been appoi nted by
nmenbers of the Commttee. First of all, the
Site Evaluation Committee can operate in
subcomm ttees. Anytine that an application
is filed, the Chairman of the Comm ttee has
the authority to appoint a subcommttee. For
pur poses of an application, that subconmittee
must consi st of at | east seven nenbers. Each
one of the nmenbers, who is a state
conm ssioner or state office holder who sits
on the Site Evaluation Commttee, does al so
have the discretion to appoint a senior
adm nistrator fromtheir agency to sit in
their place. And that's been done in a
coupl e of our seats for this particul ar

application. And on the Merrinmack Vall ey

11
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Reliability Project Subconmmttee, Anne Ross,
who's general counsel -- that's the top-dog
| awyer at the Public Utilities Conm ssion --
wll sit as the chairnman of our subcomm ttee,
and she was appoi nted by the Chairnman
Honi gberg to take that position.
Conmi ssioner Bailey fromthe Public Uilities
Conmm ssion wll be on the subcomm ttee,
Conmmi ssi oner Rose from DRED will be on the
subcommi ttee; Conmi ssioner Burack fromthe
Departnment of Environnental Services
appoi nted M chell e Roberge, who is the SIP
adm nistrator. And | forget what SIP stands
for.

M5. MONRCE: State
| mpl enent ati on Pl an.

MR 1T ACOPINO State
| npl enentati on Pl an adm ni strator.

M5. MONRCE: She's in the Ar
Resources D vi sion.

MR I ACOPINO So she will be
sitting for Comm ssioner Burack.

Ri chard Boi svert, who is our

state archeol ogi st and has sat on a nunber of

{ SEC 2015- 05} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON SESSI ON] {10-29- 15}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

13

Site Evaluation Commttee dockets in the
past, will be sitting for the D vision of

Hi storical Resources for Elizabeth Mizzey.
And then our two public nmenbers, M. Hawke
and Patricia Wat hersbee, will serve on this
subcomm ttee as wel |.

We al so have a statutorily
appoi nted Counsel for the Public. Anytine an
application is filed and accepted by the Site
Eval uation Conmittee, the Attorney General is
required to appoint a senior attorney general
to serve as Counsel for the Public. Not to
the public, for the public. Counsel for the
Public. | got it wong there. And his or
her job is to represent the public in seeking
to protect the quality of the environnent and
to assure an adequate supply of energy.
Counsel for the Public beconmes a party to the
proceedi ngs, just |like the Applicants are
parties to the proceeding. He or she can
participate to the full extent all owed by | aw
i n the proceedi ngs.

M. Aslin, I'mgoing to ask

you to introduce yourself. And if you want
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to say a few words about -- actually, you

m ght want to cone up to the mc. Want to
say a few words about who you are, where you
conme from and how peopl e can get in touch

W th you?

MR. ASLIN. Good evening. So
as you heard, I'mChris Aslin fromthe
Attorney CGeneral's Ofice. |I'man assistant
attorney general. |'ve been appoi nted as
Counsel for the Public in this proceeding.

And as you see, the statute defines ny role as
representing the interests of the environnent
and seeking to assure an adequate supply of
energy. So it's a dual role there. Not for
or agai nst projects, but to make them as the
best they can be, and if need be, change them
or interpose themif we feel that that project
does not neet the standards for the state. MW
role is to represent the public as a whol e,

not any individual person's interests. So if
you have particular interests that are
specific to you as an individual and you w sh
to participate in the process to bring that

I nterest forward, you m ght perhaps consi der
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15

bei ng an i ntervenor and havi ng your own
counsel. But as far as the public interest as
a whole, that is ny role to represent as an
i ndependent party in this docket. |'m not
connected with the Applicant or with the
Commttee. And | am avail able to hear any
concerns that any nenber of the public has at
any time. | can give you ny contact
information after the neeting if you're
interested. And it's also avail abl e through
t he docket, where ny appearance has been
entered in the docket in this proceeding. So
I*'m happy to speak to anyone and hear your
concerns. And other than that, I wll be
participating in the docket as we go forward.

MR. | ACOPI NO. Thanks, Chris.

Ckay. So now, the next slide
Is the one that really |lays out the process
for you. And it's green and white. It's in
the printed-out materials in the back as well
so you can take it hone. But |I'mgoing to go
over this one in alittle bit of detail

The Site Eval uation Conmttee

Is very, very much time- and deadl i ne- based.
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There are a nunber of things that have to
happen. Quite frankly, this slide and this
chart | actually have pinned up next to ny
desk because it's very hel pful to know what's
com ng next and what has to occur in any one
of these dockets. Sone of you may have
attended a neeting very nuch like this before
the application was filed with the Site

Eval uation Commttee. That's called the

Pre- Application Public Informati on Sessi on.
And all applicants that seek to build a
energy facility or transm ssion |line have to
have such a public infornmation session in
each county in which the facility is going to
exist. And that has to occur at |east 30
days before they file with the Conmttee.

That was done in this case. Once an
application is filed, the chairman of the
Commttee forwards that application to each
state agency that would nornally have
jurisdiction on the project. So, for
instance, if it wasn't an energy facility,

but let's say a Wal *Mart, okay, the

Departnent of Environnental Services m ght

16
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have permts that they have to grant. Well,
sane thing applies here. So what happens is,
Chai rman Honigberg, in this particul ar case,
forwarded the application to a nunber of
state agencies that woul d ot herwi se have
jurisdiction. Mst of those agencies are
within the Departnent of Environnental
Services, but they also include the
Departnent of Transportation and the Division
of Historical Resources. And the idea is
he's supposed to do that right away so that
the state agencies that have the expertise
can weigh in on whether or not an application
Is conplete. There's also a prelimnary
review that's conducted by the Conmittee
itself, and we did do that on COctober 5th at
a public neeting, and we determ ned on
Cctober 5th that the application was
conplete. The tine line is we're supposed to
do that wwthin 60 days of filing, and I
believe that we did do that in this
particul ar case. The chairman can designate
a subcommttee. That was done in this case.

And he can do that anytime once an

17
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application is accepted. And then this is
where we are today.

After the application has been
filed and accepted, there has to be one
public informati on session in each county
within 45 days after the acceptance of the
application. There's our hearing today, and
then we have one next week in Hillsborough
County, in Pel ham And the purpose of
today's public informati on session is so that
you hear not only fromthe Applicant, which
you wll in a nonment, but also from
representatives fromthe Commttee, nyself
and Ms. Monroe, and, of course, Counsel for
the Public as well.

Wthin 90 days after
acceptance, the Conmmittee itself, or the
Subcommittee in this case, has to hold a
hearing, where the Commttee nenbers are
actually present. And that wll| be done --
it hasn't been scheduled yet in this
particul ar docket, but it will be schedul ed.
And that's a joint hearing. There will also

be representatives of other state agencies
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who wll be present for that hearing.

Wthin 150 days after the Commttee has
accepted an application, state agenci es have
to submt what we call "draft reports.”
Basically, they're reports that say we woul d
accept this, we don't accept this, or we need
t hese conditions, or we need nore
information. And they have to propose fi nal
condi tions and decisions for the Site
Eval uation Conmmittee within 240 days after
t he acceptance of the application.

So, all tinme franes began on October 5th
with the acceptance of the application.

After 240 days have gone by and we have the
agency final decisions, the Committee

undert akes what we call adjudicative

hearings, just like in court, |ike what you
see on TV. There actually wll be the
parties to the case -- we'll|l probably use the

hearing roomat the Public Utilities

Comm ssion. |It's the one that works the
best. And the parties will be there. There
wll be witnesses on the w tness stand;

they'll be cross-exam ned. There may be

19
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openi ng and cl osing statenents. And the
Comm ttee will then deliberate and deci de
whet her or not to grant the application or to
deny the application. That decision granting
or denying the application has to be conplete
within 365 days fromthe acceptance of the
application. |If you |look at that, that means
that really a lot of the hard work that the
Commi ttee nenbers have to undertake is right
in here, between Day 240 and Day 365. |If any
of you have ever seen one of the decisions
that generally conme out of the Site

Eval uati on Conmmttee when an application is
either accepted -- either granted or -- the
certificate is either granted or deni ed,
you' Il know that they are very | engthy
orders. They often exceed a hundred pages.
They have nunerous attachnents to them
including things like air permts with
conditions, wetlands permts, things |ike
that. It is quite an undertaking, and it's
got to be done in a relatively conpressed
period of tine.

So, those are the tine franes, and

20

{ SEC 2015- 05} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON SESSI ON] {10-29- 15}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

that's the process that the Site Eval uati on
Commttee wll use as we go through
determ ni ng whether to grant or deny the
certificate in this particul ar docket.

The state agencies -- there are state
agencies involved in our process,
particularly those that woul d ot herw se grant
permts. As | said before, one of the things
that you can conpare it to is a |large
devel opnent in your town. Usually an
applicant who wants to build a | arge
devel opnent in any city or town will have to
go to various state agencies and get vari ous
permts. That's all done in the Site
Eval uati on Commttee, under the unbrella of
the Commttee. And the state agenci es have
t hese duties and obligations, and basically
it is -- they can determ ne whether or not
there's enough i nfornmation provided. They
can review the application and provi de what
we call "draft permt terns or conditions,"”

i n other words, suggestions for the
Committee, as to what the Commttee should

require. And that's, as | said before,

21
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that's done within 150 days of the acceptance
of the application. So that gives everybody,
t he Applicant and anybody el se interested in
the project, the information that they need
to know as to what m ght be required of the
Applicant. The state agencies will identify
I ssues of concern with respect to the
application, or they could notify the

Commi ttee, Hey, we don't have any probl em
with this particular application. |If there
are i ssues of concern, state agencies get to
present their own w tnesses and have them
appear before the Commttee to provide their

I nput and al so to answer any questions from
other parties. They can be cross-exan ned

| i ke any other witness. And one new thing in
the statute that's only cone into effect in
the last year is that, if the Commttee
Intends to I npose sone certificate conditions
that are different than a particular state
agency has required, we have to give the
state agency the opportunity to cone in and
advocate for essentially what their view on

that is, and to advise us as to whet her or

22
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not those conditions that the Site Eval uation
Commttee i s suggesting, different than what
t he said agency wanted, are in conformity
with the | aw

What you have here is you have a
situati on where you have a pretty broad state
agency broadly constructed, and they're using
the expertise of the various state agencies
in order to make this very inportant deci sion
on whet her or not an energy facility should
be allowed in any particul ar pl ace.

There's a |l ot of stuff that goes into an
application before it's even filed with the
Commttee. I'msure the Applicant may talk
nmore about this. But there's all of these
vari ous considerations that any Applicant is
goi ng to have before they cone to the
Commttee. One is, can the grid take the
power that we're proposing to generate, or
should -- is our transmssion facility
necessary for reliability? That's all done
t hrough the | SO New Engl and, which is the
| ndependent System Operator. In all of our

cases, we see environnental and resource

23
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studi es about what inpact will any particul ar
aspect of the project have on the
environment, fish and wildlife. Applicants
w |l engage in pre-pernitting neetings wth

t he vari ous agencies, both federal and state,
to find out in advance what kind of problens
are we going to have if we cite a facility in
a particular area. They should neet with the
regi onal planning comm ssion and with the
towns or cities obviously where they intend
to construct the facility. |If they're -- the
conpanies in this particular case are

transm ssion conpanies. But if they were
power generators, obviously you' d want them
to neet with the transm ssion conpany

bef orehand to nake sure that they can carry
the | oad. They negoti ate power purchase
agreenents. They have to get financing.

They have to determine if they're eligible
for tax credits. There's a lot of stuff that
goes into an application before it even gets
to the Site Evaluation Commttee. And then
the Site Evaluation Comrmittee's role is to

determne if, in balancing the inpacts and

24
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benefits, a particular application should be
granted or deni ed.

This is the application in this
particul ar case. As you can see, it's pretty
large. | believe it's five volunes. And
that's about an average-size application that
cones before the Site Evaluation Commttee.
An application nust have certain
requi rements. |t nust contain certain
i nformati on, must have enough information to
satisfy the state agencies, and it has to
have all of the fornms that you would normally
fill out. 1In addition, the Applicant al so
has to pay all the fees, so that if there is
a wetlands permt, they have to pay the fee
for the wetlands permit. So they don't avoid
the costs by conmng to the Site Eval uati on
Commttee. And these are in the handout.
I*'mnot going to go through each and every
one of them But it's a fairly conprehensive
requi rement of what nust be included in an
application. That five-volunme photograph
that | have there contains all this stuff and

nor e.
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The | ast one is to provide such
additional information as the Commttee may
require to carry out the purposes of the
statute. Well, we do have regul ations that
are in addition to the statute, and those
regul ati ons have additional requirenments that
the applicants nust fulfill in their
appl i cation.

There are a nunber of ways for public
participation. First of all, as you know,
Counsel for the Public, | think that's his

correct tel ephone nunber up there, or at

least it'll get you to the switchboard and
you can track M. Aslin down. |In addition,
there's the prefiling public information

sessi ons, one of which we're having today.
|'"msorry. The prefiling ones, those were
held previously. The post-filing public

heari ng sessions, which we're havi ng today

and we'll have another one next week in
Pel ham There will be that post-filing joint
public hearing in each county. W'IlI| have

two of those, one in Rockingham and one in

Hi I | sborough County. Again, at each one of
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t hese hearings, the public gets to
participate. You get to participate by
aski ng questions. You get to participate by
gi vi ng public comment.

Cities and towns can request additi onal
I nformati onal nmeetings to be held, and we
have done that on the Comnmttee. And
finally, we take witten public coment at
any tine while the case is still pending.

So, anytinme that you wish to provide a
witten comment, you just sinply go on our
web site. And you'll get the address where
you can send witten public comment to. You
know what | just realized? | forgot to put
the web site up here.

Finally, the way that sone peopl e decide
they want to intervene, the way they want to
participate in the adjudi cative proceedi ngs,
Is to actually intervene. That neans you
becone a party, just like M. Aslinis a
party, just |ike New Engl and Power and Public
Service are parties to the proceeding. |If
you becone a party to the proceedi ng by

I ntervention, you can call your own
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W tnesses. You can cross-exam ne the

W tnesses for the other folks. However, in
order to intervene, you have to satisfy

the -- well, in this case, it would be

Ms. Ross -- that you have rights, duties,
privileges, inmmunities or other substanti al
interests that may be affected by the
proceedi ng and that the interests of justice
and the orderly and pronpt conduct of the
proceedi ngs, will not be inpaired by your
participation. Basically what that neans is
t hat you have sone interest above and beyond
what a nenber of the general public would
have and you can participate w thout boggi ng
t hi ngs down, basically. So those are the
ways that the public can participate in our
pr oceedi ngs.

Utinately, the Commttee will nake a
determ nation as to whether the application
and the evidence provided in support of the
t hat application satisfies the statutory
requi rements of Section 16 of our statute,
whi ch neans that the Committee will determ ne

whet her or not the Applicants have sufficient
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manageri al, financial and technical
capability; whether or not, taking into
account consi deration nunici pal and regi onal
pl anni ng comm ssi ons and boards and bodi es,
whet her or not there will be any undue
Interference on the devel opnent of the
region. And the Commttee will determ ne
whet her or not there are any unreasonabl e
adverse inpacts on the environnent, wildlife,
aesthetics, historic sites, public health and
safety; and finally, whether or not the
granting of the certificate in any particul ar
case is consistent with the public interest.
That's the criteria that the Commttee uses.
It is alengthy -- it is a sonewhat | engthy
process. But when you consider what the
Commttee is charged with doing, it is a very
I mportant process. And hopefully a year from
today the Applicant in this case wll know
what the outcone of this particular case is,
as well everybody el se.

I f anybody ever has any questions, you
can always give ne a call. The web site for

the Site Evaluation Conmttee i s
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www. nhsec. nh.gov. [|I'msorry. | should have
put it up there. | should have put it on the
handout. It will be on the handout in

Pel ham

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Repeat that,
pl ease.

MR. | ACOPI NO Ww. nhsec. nh. gov.

So, with that, the next part
of the night is going to be a presentation to
be put on by the Applicant. Anybody who has
any questions that are devel oping in your
m nd that you wish to ask either of the
Commttee or of the Applicant, please wite
t hem down and hand themto the folks in the
back. They will get themup to the table so
t hat they can be answered. Wat we're going
totry to do is categorize themso that if
there's three peopl e asking the sane
question, they only need to answer it one
time. And we'll do that after the
presentation by the Applicant. And then,
after we've gone through all the questions,
anybody who wi shes to nmake any public

comment s about the proposed project or the
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process wll be able to cone up to the
m crophone. There is a sign-in sheet in the
back so that we can get your nane right, and
then we'll have you cone up and nake what ever
public comrent you would |ike to nake.

All right. So | guess at this
point, if we could have the representatives
of the Applicant up here. And | have to give
you this m crophone.

MR JIOTITIS: Good eveni ng.
I'"'mJimJdiottis. I'mthe transm ssion nanager
for New Hanpshire Eversource. Wth ne toni ght
is Bryan Hudock. Bryan is the project nanager
for this project from National Gid.

l'd like to run through a
quick littl e PowerPoint describing the
project with a little bit of background.

Sone of it will be repetitive to what M ke
tal ked about i1t. Sone of it mght be a
little bit new

First off, I just want to
re- enphasi ze our commtnent to working with
the public. Open fornms of conmunication, we

really want to get the public's input. W
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really do value the public's input. W have
been -- this is our second information
session, as Mke tal ked about. W' ve also
been neeting with a ot of fol ks along the
project route. W want to continue that
proj ect through the whole application. W
want to hear fromfolks. W want to hear
their suggestions, their conments, their
concerns. At the end of this PowerPoint,
there is a web site, another web site to go
to, to get ahold of folks. There's sone
phone nunmbers so you can get ahold of folks.
There's people here you can see after the
neeting to talk to.

So, real quickly, MVRP, it's
an acronym for Merrimack Valley Reliability
Project. This is the project we're tal ki ng
about. The project is constructing a new
transm ssion |line, 345kV, 345,000 volts. It
starts at Scobie Pond Substation in Derry
[sic], New Hanpshire, runs down to a Nati onal
Gid substation in Tewksbury, Massachusetts.
The line is being constructed in existing

ri ghts-of-ways. Sone of the rights-of-ways

32
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are National Gid, sone of themare
Eversource. They've been in use as

ri ght-of -ways, some of them dating back from
the 1930s to as recent as, say the 1960s.
They' ve been around for a while, they're
already in use. |If you |ook at these

ri ght - of -ways today, you' d see a nunber of
lines in there. Wen we talk about a
transmssion line, it's -- | want to separate
it fromthe lines you see on the street. The
li nes that feed your house are distribution
lines. The transm ssion lines that we're

pl anning to build are designed to nove power
from one point to another, |arge anounts of
power; so, in other words, this line will be
built to bring power from Massachusetts to
New Hanpshire and from New Hanpshire to
Massachusetts. Really, no stops in between.
It's kind of an express route. You m ght
want to think of it in terns of, say, you
know, 1-93 between New Hanpshire and
Massachusetts. It's noving a |l ot of, in our
case, electricity either north/south or south

to north.

33
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Just goi ng over the route of
the project, a little nore description of it
and a little bit of the background, why the
proj ect's needed.

| don't think it's a surprise
to anybody. [If you | ook around Sout hern New
Hanmpshire, Northeastern Massachusetts, this
whol e area is growing. W're com ng back
fromthe recession. Things are picking up.
W're seeing a ot of jobs opening up. W're
seei ng conpanies noving in. Wth any kind of
growt h cones the need for infrastructure to
support that growth. And that's really what
this project is all about is to support
what's goi ng on here.

How we cone up with project is
t hat |1 SO New Engl and -- and M ke referenced
themin his presentation -- they're in charge
of looking at the entire transm ssion system
Iin New Engl and. They're responsible for the
operati on and the planning of that system
So they' re al ways | ooki ng out and sayi ng,
okay, nore |load cones in, what happens? |If

new generation cones in, what happens? And
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then they | ook at the pessim stic side of it;
you know, what happens if | lose this |line?
What happens if this generator can't start
today? They're charged with taking all this
i nformati on and maki ng sure the |ights stay
on, no natter what happens. So the way this
proj ect cane about is it | ooked at those
criteria. They |ooked at |oad growh. They
| ooked at taking lines out of service. And

t he concl usion was that the way we sit today,
we don't have enough transm ssion capacity to
ensure that the lights stay on for all the
different scenarios that may happen. And
that's really what's driving this project.
It's all about reliability. This isn't --
it's a need that's today. |If things were to
go south, were to go terribly wong, w thout
this line we could end up with probl ens on
our system W could end up wth overl oads,
we could end up with power outages for folks.
And it could be severe. 1It's not just the
outage in your back yard. This would be an
out age over a larger area. So when |SO when

they cane up with this, they identified this
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problem they go out to the various

st akehol ders i nvol ved and say, okay, cone up

with a sol ution. In this case, National Gid

and Eversource worked together to cone up
with a solution to say here's how we want to

fix the problem W want to build a

transm ssion line, and we want to do it in an

existing right-of-way. W want to do it wth

as much -- as mnimal inpact --
(Court Reporter interrupts.)
MR JIOTTIS: Anyway, |SO New
Engl and canme to National Gid and Eversource,
and we proposed a solution that we felt was
going to have m nimal inpact but maxi num

benefit; in this case, it was a new

transm ssion line. And |ISO | ooked at a couple

ot her solutions out there, and they deci ded
t hat our proposal was the best proposal, the

nost effective to address the probl ens.

So, alittle description about

the |ine. As | nentioned before, it runs
from Scobi e Pond, our substation at Scobi e
Pond, which is in Derry [sic], New Hanpshire,

down to Tewksbury. It uses an existing

36
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right-of-way. This slide gives you a little
bit of a breakdown of the mles per town. It
I mpacts four towns in New Hanpshire.

Alittle bit about the
investnent. It's not an inexpensive project,
by any stretch. W're talking a $123 mllion
I nvestnent, and that's spread over the four
t owns.

It's roughly 24-1/2 m | es,

i ncl udi ng some of the sections down in
Massachusetts. W're planning to start
construction in 2016. You'll notice the
asterisks on that. That's all dependent on
this process that we're in now |If it goes
according to plan, as M ke tal ked about, that
365 days, we'll be able to start in '16. |If
sonmet hi ng hiccups in that, the start of
construction wll be pushed out. W're

| ooking to have it in service by 2017.
Agai n, that's dependent on when we start.

The benefits to this, as |
di scussed earlier, it's really about
reliability. [It's about strengthening the

transm ssion system The transm ssion system
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is the backbone for everything we have in New
Engl and. That's what gets power from Point A
to Point B. That's what all ows generators in
New Hanpshire to supply their custoners,

whet her they're New Hanpshire or whet her
they're in Massachusetts. This project is

all about strengthening that, | ooking at,
well, you know, if we have a bad day and a

| i ne comes out of service, we still keep the

| ights on, that type of scenario.

Also, in addition to the
reliability benefit, it provides sone
ancillary benefits. Wat really stands out
is that $82 mlIlion investment in New
Hanpshire. That's an investnent into the
communities where the line's going to pass
t hrough. It also creates jobs, both
construction jobs, tenporary jobs, and al so
t he support crews for that. W have crews
that will cone in to build the line. They're
going to need places to stay, places to eat,
all those types of things.

The final slide here is really

just a review, again, of sone of the itens

38
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M ke tal ked about. It shows you the
tinetable. |t shows you where we are today.
| guess the key takeaway fromthis slide,

t hough, are those green arrows, where we're
| ooki ng for public input, opportunities for
public input. As | nentioned earlier, those
are formof public input. W're always
avai | abl e by a phone call, by e-mail. |If you
have a specific question, get in touch with
us and we can answer your question. This is
our web site for the project. You can go
online and you can submt questions there.
You can read about the project there.

There's nore i nfornati on. There's links to

get additional information. [It's just
anot her opportunity. Wth that, | guess
we'll go on to the next phase.

MR. | ACOPINO Do we have any
witten questions?

COMPANY REPRESENTATI VE: W

don't have any back here. | know there are a
coupl e people who had taken forns to fill out

questions, but | have not gotten anythi ng back
to ne.
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MR. | ACOPI NO Does anybody
have any witten questions they want to
submt? W can take -- all right. Wy don't
we just bring themright up here to the table.

(Pause i n proceedi ngs)

MR. I ACOPINO Ckay. The first
question is: Wat is the schedule for a
comunity applying to be an intervenor in the
docket ?

There is a procedural order --
do you have that?

M5. MONRCE: Yes, | do. Yes.
It's Novenber 13th.

MR. | ACOPI NO Novenber 13th,
2015 is the deadline for the filing of
i nterventions for everybody, whether it's a
communi ty, an individual who believes that
they have a particular interest that is
I mpl 1 cat ed.

The second question we have is: Are
t here quantitative neasures justifying the
pr oj ect ?

And I'Il turn that question over to you

all because that's about your project.
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MR JIOTTIS: Sure. [|'ll take
that. Again, ny nane is JimJiottis.

| guess quantitative neasures,
| guess I'mnot totally sure exactly what
you're looking for. But I'll start headi ng
down the road, and let ne knowif |I'm on
track or off track.

Wien we | ooked at this, we
| ooked at how nmuch power can fl ow across our
system In basic ternms, there's only a set
nunber of lines that go from northern New
Engl and to sout hern New Engl and. They al
cross New Hampshire and go south in
Massachusetts. Those lines, if you added up
their capacity, they have a capacity of
X-value. Say, for exanple, it's 1,000. What
we | ook at, okay, if |I need 1,000 in
Massachusetts or | need a 1,000 in New

Hanmpshire, if | start taking those |ines

out -- say there's five |lines, each one of
those lines is 200 -- if | take those |lines
out, I no longer have that 1,000 capacity.

|'ve got to nake that up sonmewhere. So the

| oad m ght only be 500, so | can take out a

41
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couple lines and it'll be okay. But |I can't
take that next line out. And that's really
the quantitative analysis behind this, is
t hat we | ooked at how rmuch was on either
side, and if we start taking |lines out,
there's sonme point where you just don't have
enough to be able to ensure power can nove
back and forth. | don't knowif that's --

MR. | ACOPINO Sure. Go ahead.
Just cone up to the mc, though, so that
peopl e can hear you. | guess in terns of --

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR. I ACOPINO Tell us your
nane, please, and spell your |ast nane.

MR, KOVACS: M nanme is Mark
Kovacs, K-OV-A-CS. | was really asking
questi ons about has soneone done a probability
analysis, in terns of failures that have
occurred in the New Engl and area and why this
particul ar route woul d be subjected to higher
failure rates or could not handl e the routine
failures. | guess, so a nore probabilistic
questi on.

MR JIOITIS: Sure. Actually,
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our |1 SO New Engl and folks really don't use a
probabilistic nodel. They look at if it did
happen. A lot of these itens we tal k about,
using multiple transm ssion |lines, are | ow
probability. But the problemis that they're
high inpact if they do happen. GCenerally, our
transm ssion systemis a very robust system
Even during sone of the ice storns, our
transm ssion systemreally renmains intact.

But that's not to say -- sonething could
happen, sonethi ng catastrophic. And, you
know, when we have an ice storm it's awful
for the individual custoner. | nean, we've
all been through it. But when you start

| osing transm ssion lines or transm ssion
systens, you |lose large areas. So if you

t hi nk about, you know, if you were to | ose
power to your house, you could go to a hotel
because there's a hotel sonewhere to go to.

If we were to have a | arge transm ssi on

problem there may not be that hotel to go to

because that hotel may not have the power. In
this case, they really don't -- it's not a
probable. It's not what are the odds of it
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happening. We're just being conservative. As
utility engineers, we tend to be that way. W
| ook at, well, this could happen. It used to
be that those things never happened. But I
think if you look in the newspapers recently
and watch the news, they have happened in
other parts of the country. Luckily for us,
you know, we think it's because of the job we
do. But stuff happens. |If you |l ook around,
this happened in California. |[If you renenber
back in 2005, we lost a |large chunk of the
Nort heast and things fell apart. So, you
know, they're probably | ow probability itens,
but when they happen, they're high-inpact
itens. So I'mnot sure if that's --

MR, KOVACS: Ckay.

MR | ACOPINO Do we have any
ot her questions? Yes, sir.

MR THOVAS: H, I'm
Representati ve Doug Thomas from Londonderry.
| just have a question. | understand that
this is areliability project. [|If nenory
serves ne correctly, New Hanpshire's portion

to pay for this project runs about 9 percent
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maybe, based on its power. So, have you
determ ned yet how nmuch of that 9 percent w ||
be passed on to the custoners, in terns of
commercial, residential and town type of
cost - per-kilowatt basis?

MR. HUDDOCK: So, that's
correct. My nane's Bryan Hudock, from
Nati onal Gid. And as you were saying, the
way that transm ssion funding works, it goes
t hrough a pool that's regionally funded. So
this project, even though it's constructed in
New Hanpshire and in Massachusetts, it
actually cones out of a regional pool, where
rat epayers all the way from Rhode I sl and,
Massachusetts and New Hanpshire, the entire
region pays for it. And as you nentioned, New
Hanpshire's portion is approxi mately 9 percent
of the regional pool right now So when we
did the calculations, it is an itemthat shows
up on everyone's bill in New England, as far
as the transm ssion portion of that. And this
project, while it's big, 'cause it's spread
out over such a | arge area, has a very

significant effect on the overall bills. So
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we calculated it would be a couple dollars per
rat epayer annually is what we're expecting.

MR THOVAS: Can | foll ow up?

MR | ACOPI NO  Sure.

MR, THOVAS: As a ratepayer, do
you nean there's different rates for
commercial, residential, and | believe town as
wel |l --

MR. HUDDOCK: Right. So that
cal cul ati on was based on nore your typical
residential ratepayer, as far as that goes.

MR THOVAS: And that $2 figure
was |li ke the total for the entire year?

MR, HUDDOCK: Correct.

MR. THOVAS: Ckay. Thank you.

MR | ACOPINO Do we have any
ot her questions, or does --

MS. HUARD: | want to speak.

MR | ACOPI NO Ckay. Well,
that's what | was going to nove on to. Does
anybody wi sh to nake any public coment ?

Ckay. Did you sign in?

M5. HUARD: | did.

MR. | ACOPI NO Ckay. Wiy don't
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you cone up. And please nake sure you tell us
who you are and spell your |ast nane.

M5. HUARD: My nane is Peggy
Huard. It's HUA-RD. | wanted to draw your
attention -- |I've made several comments to the
docket. But | wanted to highlight a few of ny
poi nts tonight, not only for the Comm ttee,
the Applicant, but also for the audi ence.

First and forenost, this row
is in conpetition for a high-pressure,
fast-novi ng, natural gas pipeline project.
They' re proposing to put their 30-inch
pi peline in the sane row that you' re talking
about putting this fifth transm ssion |ine.

I want to enphasize that a transm ssion |ine
is not a single wire. It is a series of the
same transm ssion towers we see now next to
four already overbuilt transm ssion row

There are two other alternatives that are not
going to potentially undergo this pipeline
project. Your reason for considering our row
was cost. You don't seemto be factoring in
a lot of costs, such as the consecutive

constructi on between your construction and
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t he pipeline construction. |[|If you could
explain how the pipeline is going to

coordi nate with your project, the fifth
transm ssion |ine and/or the already four

exi sting transm ssion |lines. These

transm ssion |lines and towers are | ong-range,
hi gh-vol tage transm ssion lines. M
understanding is we have sone that cone all
the way from Canada, or are affiliated wth
t he Canadi an hydropower, and go all the way
down to Massachusetts, to sone place that
will lower the voltage and then cone back up
to us and everybody el se.

So | guess with that, I'd like
to know, Scobi e Pond and Tewksbury are two
substations. To ny know edge, substations
don't generate power. So, what power plant
Is going to feed this wire? Existing ones?
Are we noving power fromother lines to this
line? O is it going to be coordinated wth
one of several new proposed power plants
such, as the Sal em Har bor natural gas power
pl ant ?

It is clainmed that the need
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cones from an eval uati on made by | SO New
England. 1've |ooked at the daily reports on
| SO New Engl and's web site, and |I'm having a
hard time, because they take off -- the grid
I s supposed to generate 30,000, I'mgoing to
say | think it's negawatts --

MR | ACOPI NO  Megawatts.

M5. HUARD: -- and they're
taki ng off half, maybe 10, 000 of that before
they inmport from other places. Maybe I'm
m ssing sonething. | want to know why aren't
they using these 10,000 that our grid is able
to produce, and howis that affecting -- how
does that pertain to this project?

| have a question on the
engi neering drawi ngs and bring it to your
attention and ask you guys. | took a picture
of it. Wat is the area, the horizontal
w dth that your towers will take up? And now
a newroad wll have to be made because your
exi sting driveway that you use to drive your
trucks up to take care of the trees and the
power lines will now be gone fromthis new

transm ssion line. They'll have to put in a

{ SEC 2015- 05} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON SESSI ON] {10-29- 15}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

new road with it, | would imgine.

On the engi neering draw ng,
there is a scale. There's a horizontal scale
t hat shows two bl ocks to be 200 feet and the
vertical scale to be 40 feet. Then, when you
| ook at the drawi ng of the transm ssion
towers that are going to go into the row, one
of the -- | live on David Drive, by the way,

t he demarcati on where the -- the point of
demarcation. So one side has a tower that

| ooks like it's going to be 200 feet, which
can't be, but it's taking up two bl ocks. And
a 200-feet tower would be outrageous, or
you're comng in wth sonething astronom cal
And the other one |ooks like it's supposed to
be 100 feet. So | need sonme clarification
for that scale.

And I'Il close with this:
| nstead of new lines, a new transm ssion or
power generation, maybe we shoul d | ook at
| SO New Engl and and their ability to nanage
our electricity. Thank you.

MR I ACOPINO Is there anybody

el se that wanted to nake any public coment?

50
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(No verbal response)

MR | ACOPI NO Ckay. Well,
heari ng none --

MR JIOITIS: Could I just make
one clarification on a statenent | nade?

MR | ACOPI NO.  Sure.

MR JIOTTIS: Earlier, when I
said that Scobie Pond was in Derry, New
Hanpshire, it's actually in Londonderry. It
straddl es the town line. But the portion that
this is going to be connected to is on the
Londonderry side. So | just wanted to nake
that clear. Thanks.

MR. | ACOPI NO Anybody el se
wi sh to make a commrent, ask a question of
either the Commttee or the Applicant?

(No verbal response)

MR. I ACOPINO Well, hearing
none, we can all go watch the Patriots.

MS. MONRCE: Thank you all for
com ng.

MR. | ACOPI NO. Thank you.

(Wher eupon the Public Information
Session was adjourned at 7:05 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Susan J. Robidas, a Licensed
Short hand Court Reporter and Notary Public
of the State of New Hanpshire, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of ny stenographic
notes of these proceedi ngs taken at the
pl ace and on the date herei nbefore set
forth, to the best of ny skill and ability
under the conditions present at the tine.

| further certify that | am neither
attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the
action; and further, that | amnot a
rel ati ve or enployee of any attorney or
counsel enployed in this case, nor am|

financially interested in this action.

Susan J. Robi das, LCR/ RPR
Li censed Shorthand Court Reporter
Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
N.H LCR No. 44 (RSA 310-A:173)
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