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1 NOTED AS PRESENT: 1 [Public Comment Session opened at 7:41 p.m
2 Counsel for the Applicant: BarQ/ Needleman, Esqg. [ THE M ODERAT%R' And ' |p. ]
(McLane Middleton) 2 . _ <. And, were
3 3 going to now go into the public comment
4 Thomas B. Getz, Esq. 4 segment. Asl'vesaid, I'm going to call your
(Devine Millimet) : X
5 5 names in the order that you filed your
6 Also noted as present for 6  questions-- | mean, your comments. And,
, E\?gggmczaé% ;ran%rn(lj%c on. LLCand 7 residents and property owners and business
9y o) eam: 8  owners of Belknap County will be called first.
8 Bill Quinlan 9  When your nameis called, please approach the
o Jm '\\/lJcl)Jr?r%o . 10 microphone up here, and state your name and
Bob Clarke 11 town. The court reporters are going to be
10 Lee Carbonneau 12 taking down all of your comments, which will
e transcri and made part of the
" i\l/legr{mgeaon 13 bet bed and made part of the SEC
Brian Bosge 14 applipati on. To ensure agood record, it's
12 Chris Soderman 15  very important that you speak slowly and
iz 16  clearly, and that you address your commentsto
15 17 me and not to each other. If you'rereading
16 18  from astatement, please give the statement to
% 19  thecourt reporter. That will help them out
19 20 later on, if they missed anything.
20 21 Also, to ensure that everyone
g% 22 who wants to speak has that chance, | ask
53 23 that you limit your comments to three
24 24 minutes. A timer will be sitting here
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1 holding up a card and letting you know when 1 MR. IRVINE: -- of tonight's
2 you have 60 seconds |eft, 30 seconds |eft, 2 proceedings.
3  andsoforth. 3 THE MODERATOR: Right.
4 I will now call -- I'm going 4 MR. IRVINE: Yes.
5 to call four names at atime, to avoid wait 5 THE MODERATOR: Exactly.
6  time between speakers, and chairs are 6 MR. IRVINE: Thank you.
7 reserved herein front for the speakersto 7 THE MODERATOR: Yes. The open
8  wait on whilethey're waiting for their turn, 8 house isn't required by the statute. That's
9  okay? 9  something that Eversource has done in order to
10 So, we're making one exception 10  provide as much information as possible about
11 tothethree-minuterule, and that's for the 11 theproject. But what isrequiredisa
12 Chairman of the Board of Selectmen for New 12 certain amount of time for question and
13 Hampton. We're giving him alittle break on 13 answers, and then your comments. So, we're
14  thetime, since New Hampton is the only town 14 moving to that part of the statutory
15  that isimpacted in Belknap County by the 15 requirement, okay?
16 proposed project. And, I'm going to begin 16 MR. IRVINE: Thank you.
17 with him, okay? 17 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Would
18 Neil Irvine. So, to come up, 18  you go ahead and state your name.
19 Neil Irvine, Bob Joseph, Junior, Gretchen 19 MR. IRVINE: Yes. Neil Irvine,
20 Draper, and Barry Draper. 20 Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of New
21 MR. DRAPER: I'm going to let 21 Hampton. Before | begin, | would like to
22 somebody else go for Barry Draper. Thank you. |22 recognize that we are represented this evening
23 MR. IRVINE: Y our Honor, I've 23 by the full board of selectmen, our state
24 been asked a couple of questionsin the back 24 representative, Valerie Fraser, and state
Page 6 Page 8
1 of theroom. You obviously got alot more 1 senator, Jeanie Forrester.
2 questionsthan you got to during the Q&A. 2 S0, to paraphrase Daniel
3 THE MODERATOR: Yes. 3 Patrick Moynihan, former U.S. Ambassador to
4 MR. IRVINE: What happensto 4 the United Nations and India, and U.S.
5  thosequestions? Do they makeit into the 5  Senator for New York: "We are entitled to
6  transcript? And, will they be answered? 6  our own opinions, but we are not entitled to
7 THE MODERATOR: They're not -- 7 our own facts." We respectfully submit that
8  they won't be answered at this. But let me -- 8  theevauation of the Northern Pass Project
9 MR. IRVINE: | mean in the 9  focuson the facts, and offer the following
10  transcript? 10  factsin opposition to the Northern Pass as
11 THE MODERATOR: No. No, they 11 itis currently proposed.
12 will be made part of the SEC Application. 12 Fact: The Northern Passisa
13 But, if you want answers to those questions, 13 private participant-funded merchant project.
14  please go -- the open house is open, available 14 Itisat its core aproject between an energy
15 all night, and experts are there and they can 15  producer and an energy distributor to get
16  answer al of your questions. 16 product to market, nothing more. Any talk
17 MR. IRVINE: But, 17  about tax revenues, jobs or energy cost
18 unfortunately, what's said out there doesn't 18 reductions are there to muddy the waters and
19 make it into the official record. 19  attempt to put lipstick on apig. Thereis
20 THE MODERATOR: Pardon me? 20 no public need for the project. Therefore,
21 MR. IRVINE: What issaid in 21 it isthe position of the Town of New Hampton
22 the open house does not become part of the 22 that any disruption, inconvenience or
23 official record -- 23 financia impact be bornein it entirety by
24 THE MODERATOR: Right. 24  theapplicant.
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1 However, if local benefitis 1 Hampton supported at Town vote in March of
2 tobepart of the discussion, then we must 2 thesameyear. While the moveto havethe
3 consider thefollowing facts: Quoting from 3 river designated as such was unsuccessful, it
4 the Department of Energy Draft EIS Summary, 4 does not change the fact that the
5 Page S-15, "alternatives that would be 5 Pemigewasset should be recognized for
6  constructed underground along existing 6 possessing outstandingly remarkabl e scenic,
7 roadways would impose the fewest 7 recreational, fish and wildlife, historic and
8  environmental impacts'. It goeson to say, 8  cultura values. Asstewards of the state's
9  "Because of the higher construction cost, the 9 resources, it isincumbent upon usto defend
10 underground alternatives would provide 10  against actions that would adversely impact
11 additional tax revenueto local taxing 11 thevalue, in dl of its meanings, of the
12 jurisdictions." It also states, "The 12 river.
13 overhead alternatives would be expected to 13 Fact: Northern Pass, despite
14  create between five and six thousand (6,000) 14 its recent attempt at rebranding and rhetoric
15  short-term jobs and approximately 900 15 about listening to the people of New
16 permanent jobs, while the underground 16 Hampshire, has elected to place atower
17 dternatives would be expected to create 17 within the Designated Scenic Easement for the
18 between nine and ten thousand (10,000) 18  Pemigewasset River in New Hampton, and ignore
19  short-term jobs and between 1,300 and 1,500 19  thehistorical and cultural significance of
20 permanent jobs." Additionally, on Page S-19, 20 identified Native Indian sites on the banks
21 Table S-3, we see that the impact of the 21 of the Pemigewasset, most notably the "Long
22 burial option on property value and 22 Carry" site, identified in the New Hampshire
23  associated property tax paymentsis zero. 23 Division of Historic Resources Inventory as
24 Fact: New Hampton, likea 24  "27-BK-0010", and recorded in the
Page 10 Page 12
1 great many other towns, is currently involved 1 expeditionary journals of Captain Baker,
2 in litigation initiated by the utility 2 circal712, and Captain Peter Bowers, circa
3 companies, including Eversource, regarding 3 1754. Additionally, Dr. Ellen Cowie,
4  tax assessments of assets within our town. 4 Principal Investigator and Director of the
5  Todate, New Hampton hasto pay in excess of 5  Archaeology Research Center, University of
6  $27,000in legal expenses for the privilege 6 Maine observed in her 2008 Phase 1B report
7  of prevailing in the courts. Northern Pass 7  that "lines of evidence indicate probable
8  tellsusthat the townswill receive amuch 8 L ate Paleo-Indian occupation circa 8000 to
9  neededinflux of tax revenue. However, if 9  7000BC." Theinsistence of Northern Pass on
10  "What isPast is Prologue”, every town forced 10  the aboveground option for 69 percent of the
11 tohost this project will receive their 11 route is not a"forward New Hampshire plan”.
12 annual tax abatement filing and betied up in 12 It isawillful disregard of the history of
13 litigation for years offsetting any perceived 13 New Hampshire and awillful rejection of the
14  benefit. 14 voice of the people of New Hampshire.
15 Fact: In 1987, the Town of 15 Fact: New Hamptonisa
16 New Hampton created and adopted the 16  gateway community for the Lakes Region and
17 Pemigewasset Overlay District, azoning 17  the White Mountains. For many visitors to
18  district providing protection for the 18 New Hampshire, their first glimpse of the
19  environmentally sensitive corridor along the 19 majesty of the North Country, asthey travel
20 Pemigewasset River. After the U.S. Congress 20 north on 1-93 comes around mile marker 73,
21 passed the Pemigewasset River Study Act in 21 wheretheright-of-way crosses 1-93 into New
22 1990, the Pemigewasset qualified for 22 Hampton. Currently, the right-of-way is
23 designation asa"Wild and Scenic River" in 23 occupied with wooden pole structures,
24 1993. A designation the voters of New 24  typicaly 55 feet in height. Northern Pass
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1 proposes to frame that vista with three steel 1 borneinitsentirety by the applicant.
2 |attice towers approximately 100 feet tall. 2 Thank you very much, your
3 At mile marker 71, where the line again 3 Honor.
4 crossesthe highway, Northern Pass proposes 4 THE MODERATOR: Thank you.
5  toreplace the existing 55-foot wooden pole 5  We'regoing to just switch, while there'sa
6  structures with a series of steel monopoles 6 [ull in the action, while we switch court
7 up to 115 feet in height, collocated with 7 reporters. The Chair of the Board of
8 three stedl lattice structures each in excess 8 Selectmen kind of wore Steve out.
9  of 100 feet tall, the tallest measuring 125 9 [Court reporter switchover.]
10 feet. 10 THE MODERATOR: Mr. Draper gave
11 Visitors traveling west to 11 up his speaking spot.
12 Newfound Lake on Route 104 will be exposed to |12 Baob Joseph. Do you need that
13 asimilar treatment of the existing 13 brought down?
14  right-of-way asit crosses both the highway 14 MR. JOSEPH: | think that
15  and the Pemigewasset River into New Hampton, |15  worked. Canyou hear?
16  with 120-foot monopoles replacing the 16 THE MODERATOR: Yes, sir.
17  existing wooden structures and steel lattice 17 MR. JOSEPH: | don't think I'll
18  towersof 100 and 125 feet on either side of 18  begoing over, but just in case, because of my
19  the Pemigewasset River. The 19  ears, and | liketo make sure everything is
20 industrialization of the rural character of 20  understood. Okay.
21 our town and stateisagain awillful 21 Name is Bob Joseph. I'm from
22 dismissal of the voice of the people of New 22 New Hampton. The views here are my own,
23 Hampton and the State of New Hampshire. 23 coming from my research, wherein the
24 Fact: Northern Pass 24  €lectrical grid for too long has been abusive
Page 14 Page 16
1 Transmission, LLC, does not answer to the 1 tothecitizens, using our land -- their
2 people of New Hampshire. It answersto the 2 land, with no financial rewards. They also
3 stakeholders of the project and to the 3 have the highest rates in the country and
4 shareholders of the parent companies. 4 muscling in to degrade the properties where
5 Voluntarily, it will seek to do the absolute 5 the power lineslie. Your power line uses
6 minimum to mitigate the impacts and costs of 6  over anacre of my land rent-free. Many
7 the project, while maximizing its earnings. 7 states power companies reimburse landowners
8 If the Northern Pass Transmission lineisto 8 for the use of their properties and offer
9 be located within New Hampshire, then it is 9 much lower rates. We should be reimbursed
10 incumbent upon us as custodians of our 10 for thisland usage like any other business
11 communities and of the state to impose upon 11 or corporation.
12 you, Northern Pass, the measures which will 12 I moved from Pennsylvaniato
13 bring about the maximum protections of our 13 New Hampshire to enjoy its beauty, not to
14  environment and economies, while securing for |14 look at power lines and windmills, just like
15 our communities the best possible outcomes in 15 many residents and tourists like to see.
16  jobsand tax revenues. 16 Power lines and windmills obstruct and
17 Therefore, Alternative 4a, 17 desecrate the beauty of our lands, impacting
18  which callsfor the buria of the 18 negatively on our livelihood and the tourist
19  transmission linein its entirety, while 19  trade. They also impact negatively on our
20 being disadvantageous to the applicant, 20 health.
21 results in the maximum benefit to the 21 An electric company in
22 affected communities and is consistent with 22 Pennsylvania--
23 the position taken by the Town of New Hampton |23 THE MODERATOR: Mr. Joseph, the
24 that any inconvenience or financial impact be 24 only thing, when you move away like this--

SUSAN J. ROBIDAS, N.H.LCR

(4) Pages 13 - 16

(603) 622-0068 shortrptr @comcast.net



PUBLIC COMMENTS - September 10, 2015
SEC 2015-06 Northern Pass Public Information M eeting L aconia, New Hampshire

Page 17 Page 19
1 MR. JOSEPH: Oh, okay. 1 buried.
2 THE MODERATOR: You haveto 2 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Sir --
3 stayinfront of the microphone. A little 3 MR. JOSEPH: I'm just about
4 closer, even, if you could. 4  done.
5 MR. JOSEPH: An electric 5 THE MODERATOR: Okay.
6  company in Pennsylvania settled alawsuit that 6 MR. JOSEPH: All of us are part
7  offered that its overhead lines caused cancer. 7  of thisthing called life. Working together,
8 We do not need the Northern, 8 al of us, and the Northern Pass people, we
9 Pass, even though there wasn't a... 9  could al make New Hampshire a better placeto
10 [inaudible] demonstration here. Eminent 10 live again. Thank you.
11 domain does not and should not apply to 11 THE MODERATOR: Thank you.
12 privately owned properties. You'rea 12 Gretchen Draper.
13 profit-making company that serves the owners 13 MS. DRAPER: Well, my nameis
14  and the stockholders, and not us. Thereis 14  Gretchen Draper. I'm aso from New Hampton.
15 no benefit to the citizens of this state. We 15  You'regoing to hear alot from New Hampton
16 have determined that you need to comply with 16  tonight, | guess.
17 our wishes. Compromise, while an ugly word, 17 I live along that same stretch
18 if thelines are buried in their entirety 18  of the Pemigewasset River that isvery
19  whilein this state, maybe some of us could 19 important to tourism, to our wildlife, to our
20 better respect your efforts. Scenery in New 20  way of lifein thissmall town. And tonight,
21 Hampshire is what makes and defines this 21 in looking at some of the material and the
22  state. Thefinancia costspalein 22 displaysin the other room, | found that I'm
23 comparison to following the will and need of 23 going to belooking at a 95-foot steel tower
24  thepeople. Burying thelinewill also 24 right out my front window. So, beyond
Page 18 Page 20
1 improve your relation with our people, 1 everything else about Northern Pass, | have
2 providing excellent public relations. This 2 sort of a personal vendetta here -- personal
3 would indicate your willingnessto listen -- 3 investment. But actualy, I'm more
4  givemeaminute -- listen and pay attention 4 concerned. | have sort of a bottom line that
5 to our needs. It's highly imperative that 5 really concerns me, and thisis because of
6  theentire Northern Pass line be buried the 6 Northeast Utilities and Eversource and the
7 entire state and to be made along the 7 way these companies have brought together all
8 interstate highways, preferably in the median 8  thesmaller franchisesin New England, and
9 areas where it would be less expensive to 9 now we're facing Eversource, which isthe
10 bury thoselines. All electrical lines 10 largest utility company in our area. Itis
11 should be buried, not just the Northern Pass. 11 aso for profit. It's aprivate company.
12 The costly need to defoliate the land under 12 Andthat putsit in avery different light
13 existing lines is reduced and will enhance 13 for me. Right now in our entire country
14 our property valuesaswell. It'sawin-win 14  weretalking about big corporations and how
15 situation that benefits all of us. 15 they work with regulatory organizations, how
16 And lastly, the people of the 16  they put their money in political realms
17 Northern New Hampshire have spoken. They 17  wherewe don't get to see even who they
18 have said, "No. No Northern Pass." It's 18  donateto. SoI'm going to need agreat deal
19  obviousyou have not been redly listening to 19  of reassurance and transparency from
20 us. It'sup to the citizens of the state to 20 Eversource if I'm ever going to support this
21 determinewhat is best for us, not you or any 21 project, which | doubt, actually.
22 other corporate entity. New Hampshire's 22 And | want to borrow one of
23 beauty can once again be restored and be 23 Neil Irvine's sayings about the "lipstick on
24  maintained that way if theselines are 24  apig." Wédl, that's what we've seen
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1 tonight. That'swhat we've heard tonight, 1 Blake Hill Road. And personally | am
2 thatthelipstick'son the pig, but it's 2 affected, and our household is affected
3  dill apig. Andif Eversourceisthe 3 because wewill ook across the Pemigewasset
4 largest for-profit utility in New England, 4 Valey into the town of Hill, where in our
5  thenyou can afford to bury the entire line. 5  view sight will be up to 10 towersin the
6  Thank you. 6  valley that welook into.
7 THE MODERATOR: Philip Preston, 7 I have a number of brief
8 Eli Gray. | think that says Felgate, Rod, 8  comments. It's been mentioned before that it
9 M.D. Dr. Felgate. 9  appearsthat the Project has heard some --
10 Philip Preston, you want to 10 has listened to some objectives, but has not
11 comeon up to the mic? BarbaraLucas. 11 heard those of usin the middie of the state.
12 Y ou're going to have to pull 12 And| wonder why you proposed to bury lines
13 the mic up, sir. 13 in the north, but not take into account view
14 MR. PRESTON: My nameis Phil 14 impactsin the middle. Y ou mentioned that
15 Preston. I'm alandowner on WinonaRoad. I'm |15 it'sabalance. But it seemsto methat it's
16  asoaselectmen in the town of Ashland. 16  ateeter-totter, where one sideis up and one
17 Before you come agents of 17  dideisdown.
18 Northern Pass, full of promises and lots of 18 My second comment isl'd like
19 hot gas. They bought plenty of land at a 19  toknow by ashow of hands here how many
20 high price in places we think are till very 20  peoplewant the lines buried or not built at
21 nice. Wein New Hampshire do not need to 21l
22 choose. Instead of towers, we'd rather have 22 [Audience interruption.]
23 moose. Costs of burial they claim are too 23 | wonder whether it would be
24 high, but they'll leave us with land that few 24 possible to record that.
Page 22 Page 24
1 will buy. It'sthe landowners who will bear 1 THE MODERATOR: Well just say
2 thecogt, while watching a sense of place 2 themaority of people.
3 being lost. They have not shown they have a 3 MR. GRAY: Overwhelming
4  clear route, so | don't see how their plan 4 majority? May we --
5  will bear fruit. They've been listening, but 5 THE MODERATOR: You can
6  they'renot hearing. Repliesto our voices 6  characterizeit asyou want. Go ahead, sir,
7  aren't endearing. Now | want you to listen 7  please make your comments.
8 and take note. In 2012, Ashland cast its 8 MR. GRAY: All right. Thank
9  voteon Northern Pass. And what it had to 9  you.
10  say, by avery large margin, was "No way." 10 | think the response with
11 The selectmen for whom | am speaking think 11 regard to the costs and the return of the
12 theproposa still needs some tweaking. 12 Project was alittle disingenuous when you
13 Northern Pass wants to take shovel in hand 13 cited | think 8 percent debt and equity. Am
14  anddig atrench through a part of our land. 14 | understanding --
15  There'sonly one way to settle us down, and 15 THE MODERATOR: Sir, you just
16  that'sto keep digging in every town. Thank 16 need to comment, okay.
17 you. 17 MR. GRAY: Yeah. It seemsto
18 THE MODERATOR: Eli Gray. 18 me that it was disingenuous, because the debt
19 MR. GRAY: Hi, I'm Eli Gray, 19 isalot cheaper than the equity that will be
20 809 Blake Hill Road. 20  earned.
21 THE MODERATOR: That's G-R-A-Y. |21 I would like to ask that the
22 MR. GRAY: G-R-A-Y. 22 Site Evauation Committee Application show
23 THE MODERATOR: Yes. 23 theeffect of property values of those
24 MR. GRAY: That's at the end of 24 properties that have views onto the towers,
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1 theimpact that those towers will have on 1 Northern Pass" sticker.
2 property values. Those are my comments. 2 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Thank
3 Thank you. 3 you. BarbaralLucas. Thenwe're goingto have
4 THE MODERATOR: Thank you. 4  Sam -- no -- Martha Chandler, Sam Conkling and
5 Dr. Felgate. 5 Dawn Scribner, Scott Powell, Garret -- anyway,
6 DR. FELGATE: Y our Honor, my 6  youknow who | mean.
7 name is Rodney Felgate. | am aphysicianin 7 Go ahead. Go ahead, Ms.
8 northern New Hampshire. 8 Lucas.
9 THE MODERATOR: Sir, would you 9 MS. LUCAS: My nameis Barbara
10  spell your last name. 10 Lucas. I'm aBridgewater resident, but I'm
11 DR. FELGATE: F-E-L-G-A-T-E. 11 also the town administrator in the town of New
12 THE MODERATOR: Thank you. 12 Hampton.
13 DR. FELGATE: I'm aphysician. 13 THE MODERATOR: Okay. And
14 I've lived in northern New Hampshire for over 14  that'sL-U-C--
15  40yearsnow. | own property in the towns of 15 MS. LUCAS: C-A-S. My husband
16 North Woodstock in Grafton County. | practice |16  and | are Bridgewater residents, as| said,
17 in Lincoln in Grafton County, and | also own 17 and| have family with property in Lancaster,
18 property in the town of New Hampton in Belknap |18  Stark and Bristol. And we would unequivocably
19  County. 19  support the Project under Alternative 3 or 4A,
20 I'm a Northern Pass opponent, 20  burying thelinesin the entire route.
21 but a guarded opponent. | would like to be 21 Welive ontheriver. We
22 wonover. | thought the presentation was 22 bought the property, enjoy theriver. Not
23 excellent. | would commend Bill Quinlan on 23 half amile down river will be a 125-foot
24 it. | differ from most other people here, in 24  tower. | look directly acrossthe river at
Page 26 Page 28
1 that | own two properties that are impacted 1 New Hampton where the towers follow [-93. |
2 by Northern Pass. My property in North 2 think it's unconscionable that there would be
3 Woodstock is about 500 foot from the existing 3 aconsideration to bury to a certain point in
4 right-of-way, PSNH right-of-way. | 4 Bridgewater and disregard the Lakes Region
5 understand they're now going to bury Northern 5 and the scenic beauty we have in New Hampton.
6 Pass along Route 112, which iswonderful. | 6 We do not want to industrialize our
7 am delighted. My property in New Hampton is 7 hillsides, our valleys, and aong the
8 avery different proposition. I'm Eli Gray's 8 Pemigewasset River. | ask you -- we don't
9 neighbor. | live above him. It'sa 9  want these lattice towers and monopoles up
10 beautiful property in extreme southwest 10 there. Please reconsider this. Put these
11 looking across the Pemi Valley to the town of 11 power lines underground. It'ssimple. Thank
12 Hill. By my estimation, if Northern Pass 12 you.
13 goesin as planned, | will see about amile 13 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Martha
14 of towers. It will denigrate my view, and | 14 Chandler. Sam Conkling will be called next,
15 find it very hard to believe it will not 15 Dawn Scribner. Go ahead.
16 bring down my property value. | would like 16 MS. CHANDLER: My nameis
17 to say that | believein what -- | practice 17 Martha Chandler. 1 live at 60 Holman Street
18 what | believe -- or we practice what we 18 in Laconia, and | -- but | consider myself a
19 believe. On our property, everythingis 19 resident of all of New Hampshire.
20 underground. All utilities are buried. And 20 | urge burial of Northern
21 I would like to say to Northern Pass, if you 21 Pass, all of it. Studies show it isfeasible
22 will bury the line in the town of New Hampton 22 to bury and environmentally and aesthetically
23 and in the town of Hill, | personally will 23 more desirable and better overall for the
24 leave this meeting and tear off my "Stop 24 long-range New Hampshire economy, especially
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1 al-important tourism-wise. And job 1 story. And| know there's always at least
2 opportunities exist in similar numbers for 2 twosdestoastory. Butl think alot of
3 both construction and operation, both 3 your facts have been refuted and argued. |
4 underground and -- for underground and 4 really hope that the SEC and everybody else
5 overhead. 5 involved with thiswill hear and listen to --
6 Opposition to the Project was 6 not just hear, but listen to and react to, in
7 amost instant. For too long, Northeast 7  apositive way, our story, because | think
8 Utilities, Public Service of New Hampshire, 8 it's our story that matters the most, not
9 Eversource has spent multi-millions on land 9  your stakeholders. They're going to make
10 purchases up north for rights-of-way which 10  their money somehow. Maybe they'll invest in
11 they now cannot really utilize on huge 11 some other company. | don't know or really
12 publicity and lobbying campaigns, and now on 12 care. But| do care about New Hampshire. |
13 contributions to appease various 13 careabout our way our life. | care about
14  organizations or agencies, all of which 14  dl the people who have to make aliving
15 indicate at least at some point Northeast 15 here. Y our temporary jobs -- but your
16 Utilities had the money or the extrabillion 16 permanent scar will be a story if that
17 tobury. 17 happens that we would have to live with, my
18 Now you propose partial 18 kids have to live with, their kids. And |
19 burial, athird or so, in the north. A step 19  don't see how you people can continue. You
20 in the right perhaps, but further indication 20  say you'relistening. But you're still
21 that burial is possible, which seemsto 21 teling usthisstuff. We said "No." The
22 separate New Hampshireintwo. Doyoureally |22 people of New Hampton have said "No." The
23 mean that New Hampshire south of point X is 23 people of Ashland, up and down, down to
24  lessdeserving of environmental protection? 24 Deerfield have all said "No." Thirty towns
Page 30 Page 32
1 In al of New Hampshire, 1 orsomething, | forget, have said "No." Yet,
2 landscape, economy and liveability is 2 weredtill fighting this because you need to
3 important and should not be marred by 3 make your profit, you need to make those
4 unnecessary, outdated structures. Do areal 4 people happy. And | just wish that if you're
5 public serviceto all of New Hampshire and 5  goingto do thissort of project, bury it.
6 bury all of it. 6 Listen to the people, because that's what we,
7 MR. CONKLING: I'm Sam 7  thepeoplethat are here, as the vast
8  Conkling. I liveon Cross Road in New 8 majority raised our hands a minute ago, are
9 Hampton. It's off Blake Hill Road. 9  saying "Bury it or move on." The cost to
10 THE MODERATOR: Would you spell |10 this so far has been, | think, unruly,
11 your last name, sir. 11 unjust, andit'sunfair.
12 MR. CONKLING: C-O-N-K-L-I-N-G. |12 And to continue to hear these
13 I would like to thank you 13 dtoriesand your side, as much aswe all
14  folksfor entertaining ustonight. Sounds a 14  disagree and laugh at it, it just seems like
15 lot like the same entertainment we heard a 15 it'slikeaninsult. It'saseriousinsult
16  few yearsagoin New Hampton. Really liketo 16  that we haveto continuethis. Andif | want
17 thank al my neighbors, and especially Neil 17  tosdl myland -- | grew up in New Hampton.
18 Irvine from New Hampton, to come and 18 My mother and father are here, my brother's
19 represent the people of New Hampton and the 19 here, great neighbors. It's hard for meto
20 people of Belknap County, and the peopl e of 20 hear you say that your studies, your data
21 thedate. 21 saysthat it won't affect our land views, our
22 | guessI'm redlly surprised 22 values, our ways of life, et cetera, et
23 that I'm still hearing the same, | don't know 23 cetera. So, bury it, please, or move along.
24  whatitis, story. And | know it's your 24  And please respect what the people have said
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1 and continueto say. Towns have voted "No." 1 speak on behaf of all of the New Hampshire
2 Please respect that. Thank you. 2 residents.
3 MS. SCRIBNER: Hi, my name's 3 Y ou know, | would ask all the
4 Dawn Scribner. 1'm here on behalf of my 4 people that have a say in this matter, the
5 family who -- 5 evaluation committee, our € ected officials,
6 THE MODERATOR: Maam, would 6 people of Eversource and Northern Pass, to
7 you spell your last name. 7  takethelong-term view of the Project. |
8 MS. SCRIBNER: S-C-R-I-B-N-E-R. 8  opposeitinitscurrent state. | would be a
9 | am here on behalf of my 9  supporter of it if it were buried inits
10  family that owns a piece of property in 10  entirety. Once those towers are put up, they
11 Clarksville, New Hampshire. Back in1987, my |11 will be herefor decades, and they won't be
12 parents bought 25 acres to retire on at the 12 coming down. It'sadecision we can't
13 topof ahill on Route 145 -- which, by the 13 reverse. | think about some of the other
14  way, Route 145 is a scenic byway in 14 projects that have been done in this country,
15  Clarksville, New Hampshire. Theview is 15  protecting some of our most beautiful sites,
16  absolutely breathtaking. They can seeinto 16  from the White Mountains out to Y osemite and
17 Vermont and Canada. Well, retirement has 17 Y ellowstone National Park, and think of
18  comefor them, and they have been very 18  future generations that will be looking back
19  outspoken about this project, ashavel. The 19  onthisproject and the fact that the views
20 Project as proposed will impact their 20  that we have, the sights that we have, the
21 magnificent view extensively. By the way, 21 country that we're so proud of, will lose
22  severa people each year stop at the top of 22 another one of our beautiful vistasif this
23 their driveway to take pictures. The view 23 projectisbuilt. So, again, | ask you to
24 will beruined by these ugly towers. In 24  takealong-term view. Think about future
Page 34 Page 36
1 order to protect themselves and the beautiful 1 generations. Protect more of our beautiful
2 view that they have, they have given the 2 country for those that come after us. Thank
3 Society for the Protection of New Hampshire 3 you.
4  Forests aconservation easement. While other 4 THE MODERATOR: Garret
5 people around them have been bought by 5  Graaskamp, Mark Templeton.
6 Eversource, not my parents. | am very proud 6 MR. GRAASKAMP: Garret
7 of them. 7 Graaskamp, Gilmanton, New Hampshire.
8 Eversource saysit is 8 THE MODERATOR: Could you spell
9 listening to New Hampshire citizens regarding 9  your last name, please, and your first name
10 protecting the views. | am pleased that they 10  aso.
11 areburying through the White Mountain 11 MR. GRAASKAMP: Oh, it'srealy
12 National Forest. However, if they can bury 12 that hard. G-A-R-R-E-T, G-R-A-A-S-K-A-M-P.
13 it there, they can bury it the whole way 13 | come up here to comment on
14  aong private -- public roadways. Burying it 14  the cost of the Project and that thisisa
15 all theway will benefit New Hampshire 15  compromise and that it would be uneconomic if
16  financialy and environmentally. Let's keep 16 it was more expensive to -- you know, another
17 New Hampshire beautiful for future 17  hillion. | also -- you're aregulated
18  generations. Listen to the North Country 18  utility, so you have to negotiate with the
19 residents: Bury it the entire way. Other 19 PUC and FERC and so forth for all your rates.
20 projects have, and Eversource can, too. 20  You mentioned that you're atransmission
21 THE MODERATOR: Scott Powell. 21 company, so you only get your money on the
22 MR. POWELL: My name is Scott 22 return on investment on the infrastructure.
23 Powell. I'm aresident of Meredith. | don't 23 But you do have arelationship with the power
24  haveapersona view of the Project, so | 24 producer, because you mentioned that if it
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1 wasmore expensive, there was some 1 | want to thank the Northern Pass for
2 relationship where the power producers would 2 spreading fear in the real estate market,
3 not go along with you. Only 10 percent of 3 because without you reducing the values of
4 theProject is contracted at the moment and 4 land, | would not have been able to purchase
5  guaranteed to New Hampshire. The remaining 5 land on 132 in New Hampton. Regardless of
6 90 percent isopen, and | would presume 6 Northern Pass coming through, | have adesire
7 negotiable on the free market for what you're 7  tolivein New Hampton because | have family
8  goingto get on areturn onthat. And that 8 thatlivesthere, and | find it aredlly -- a
9  could be shared back to the power producer. 9 place | find I'm really happy.
10  Youmay belocked in at 8 percent or whatever 10 I'd like to thank, you know,
11 itis, but I think there's some room for you 11 Eversource and Northern Pass and Hydro-Quebec
12 togo back and to negotiate with your power 12 for really helping make my decision that | am
13 producer and to the people who will be 13 goingto build off the grid. | do not need
14  sdling your product into the market, and 14  your power. New Hampshire doesn't need your
15  come up with away to finance that extra 15 power. If the cost effect of the investment
16 billion dollars. Y ou mentioned that there 16  of burying the whole project istoo
17 was $80 million per year that you were going 17  expensive -- people in Massachusetts and
18  tobesaving -- or that the regional market 18  southern New England need that power. Why
19  would save because of this project goingin. 19  don't they build a power station? Isthat
20 S0, just on anominal basis, you pay that 20 more feasible than burying the whole project?
21 billion dollars back in only 12 yearson a 21 Wedon't need your power. Please send it
22 40-year-long project, which is, you know, a 22 back to Canada. Thank you.
23 small portion. If you put a net present 23 THE MODERATOR: Okay. We're
24 vaueon that $80 million, yes, it's going to 24  going to non-county commentators now. Max
Page 38 Page 40
1 extendit out beyond 12 years. But | bet you 1 Stamp, Bob Tuveson, Susan Arnold. Okay.
2 pay it back within 20 or 25 years. So 2 You'reup.
3  there€'sgot to be away that you can go back 3 MR. STAMP: Max Stamp. | live
4  andlook at the financing. 4 in Bristol, and | am ariparian landowner on
5 And also, maybe from amoral 5  thePemi River. I'm going to read my
6 point of view, think about the fact: Do you 6  statement so | don't get -- wander off into
7 really need to make 8 percent? Maybe four? 7  theweeds.
8 Maybe three? Y ou're still making money. 8 The fact that the majority of
9 Y, al these people who have aview on 9  the power generated by this project is
10 this, their property value's going to be 10  destined for markets to our south puts
11 worth -- you know, what they will lose on 11 Eversource's ForwardNH Plan in atotally
12 that isgoing to be worth way more than that 12 different box. It should bejudged by very
13 invalue. So | think in terms of 13 different criteria, with magjor emphasis on
14  compromising, it would behoove you, fromaPR |14  "dono harm." There are many, many scenic
15 point of view, and just for the longevity of 15 vistas south of Plymouth.
16  thisproject going beyond 40 years, to 16 I'm involved with the Pemi
17 revisit how you're going to finance this so 17 River Local Advisory Committee. We serve
18  that therereally isacompromise, that New 18  townsfrom Thornton to Franklin. We are very
19 Hampshire isn't the only one paying for this, 19  definitely considered a part of the Lakes
20  and perhaps you spread the costs to the other 20 Region. Looking at your plan maps, the
21  statesthat are going to benefit from this 21 following imposition in the river below
22 power. Thank you. 22 Plymouth is evident. And I'm looking here at
23 MR.TEMPLETON: Good evening. 23 wheretowers and overhead cable are going to
24 My nameisMark Templeton, T-E-M-P-L-E-T-O-N. |24 prevail. They're going to prevail where you
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1 crossover theriver, and they're going to 1 believedl of that was on one page.
2 prevail where you abut the river in your 2 MR. TUVESON: Wdll, | have
3  trave south. | look at Ashland and 3  eight pages. Be careful. Bob Tuveson from
4 Bridgewater; you cross over theriver two 4 Holderness, New Hampshire. Tuveson,
5  times. | can envision the towersinvolved 5  T-U-V-E-S-O-N.
6  withthat. You abut theriver two timesin 6 Last night in Whitefield, a
7  thecourse. Bristol, New Hampton, you cross 7  question was asked whether Northern Pass as a
8  over once. New Hampton and Hill, you cross 8 reliability project needed to keep the lights
9  over theriver onetime, towers and overhead 9  on. No, it'snot needed to keep the lights
10 cable, and you abut the river one time. 10 on, Mr. Quinlan admitted. But by the time he
11 Franklin, towers and overhead cable cross 11 wasdone answering the question, he had said
12 over theriver onetime, and two timesyou 12 there were anumber of daystwo winters ago
13 abut theriver. 13 when thelights almost went out because we
14 So, water quality and quantity, visual 14  didn't have Northern Pass. | remembered an
15  aesthetics are tied to the economic future of 15  article about this and want to share parts of
16  our towns, businesses and tourism. Thisisa 16 it with you. Thisarticle was November 5th,
17  tourist area. We have active paddlers from 17 2014
18  thetop to the bottom of the Pemi River. 18 Last January, avery cold
19  Visitorsand locals do not want to be looking 19 month, Hydro-Quebec chose to curtail its
20 up at towers and cable on their various 20  exportsto New England 24 times. Often
21 adventures. The damage you inflict on this 21 during times of the day when power needs
22 region is permanent. What's proposed does 22 spiking on both sides of the border, the New
23 not meet the criteria"do no harm." Our 23 England natural gas plants had difficulty
24 community, like most in thisregion, istired 24 running at full capacity. But on these 24
Page 42 Page 44
1 of being constantly put on the defensive to 1 occasionsidentified, Hydro-Quebec exports
2 protect community and this region from 2 dropped to levels that made clear that
3 exploitation by major corporations. I'm told 3 Hydro-Quebec chose to curtail the amount of
4 there are competing proposals from the 4 energy it was sending south. There were,
5  Canadian Maritimes to satisfy power needs of 5 however, several times when Hydro-Quebec
6  Connecticut and Massachusetts, apparently all 6  oddly stopped exporting power to Vermont over
7 buried. Why aren't we hearing more about 7  theHighgatetie, despite Vermont's long-term
8  them? Eversource has proposed $200 million 8  contract with Hydro-Quebec for continuous
9  development money for various areas of New 9 imports. Hydro-Quebec does not dispute these
10 Hampshire. That's proposed. That's on the 10  facts. Thefact that Hydro-Quebec wasto
11 table. I'm saying bury that money. Bury 11 curtail its exports so many timesin January
12 that money. Then take a page out of the 12 of 2014, to leave so much money on the table,
13 Market Basket book, which most of the people 13 suggestsvery real supply constraints during
14  inthisaudience are quite familiar with that 14  the coldest days of winter. The key reasons
15  story acouple years back. Take apage out 15  for these constraints won't be readily fixed
16  of that book and convince your investorsto 16 by Hydro-Quebec's ongoing development of
17 reduce the return they demand on this 17 massive new dams. It's because most
18 program. 18  Quebecers heat their homes and business with
19 THE MODERATOR: Mr. Stamp -- 19 wildly inefficient baseboard electric heat.
20 MR. STAMP: If Eversource 20 During the last winter's coldest weather,
21 persists in going towers and overhead cable 21 Hydro-Quebec was forced to call for emergency
22 for 120 miles, their application should be 22 energy conservation by its customerson a
23 denied. 23 number of occasions, something New England's
24 THE MODERATOR: Okay. | can't 24  grid operator didn't do once. Peak electric
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1 demandsin Quebec meansthat new importsfrom | 1 overhead lines, but aso on the fact that
2 Hydro-Quebec through the Northern Pass 2 today's HVDC cable technologies make
3 Transmission Project or otherwise aren't 3 100-percent burial aviable and economically
4  necessarily acure for winter peak challenges 4 realistic option. While we're encouraged
5  that can affect the reliability of New 5  that Northern Pass has recently proposed
6 England's electric system. But you don't 6  burying an additional 52 miles of linein the
7 need to take the author's word for it. Grid 7 vicinity of the White Mountains, much more
8 operator, | SO-New England, has said much the 8 remains to be done. Two thirds of the
9  samething. 9 Northern Pass Project remains above ground,
10 THE MODERATOR: Y ou have 30 10  and tens of thousands of New Hampshire
11 seconds left. 11 residents and visitors will continue to be
12 MR. TUVESON: Managing the 12 impacted by the proposed above-ground route.
13 reliability of the grid while the power 13 The preponderance of evidence shows that full
14 industry undergoesrapid -- thisisa 14  burial isdoable.
15 PowerPoint presentation by 1SO, Lessons and 15 For years, the Company has
16  Observations from Winter Operations. Imported |16  claimed that buria of the line was
17 Canadian hydropower islimited during very 17  technically impossible and prohibitively
18  cold weather because Quebecisa 18  costly. But other projectsin New England
19  winter-peaking system. 19  and New York have determined that full burial
20 So we have reasonsto 20 is both practical and economically feasible,
21 scrutinizethis. And I'm running short. But 21 including for lengths of over 150 miles along
22 wealso havetotakealook -- and I'll just 22 terrestria rights-of-way. Other
23 read you the last sentence. Like shiftsin 23 northeastern states have demanded full burial
24 Hydro-Quebec's strategy and capabilities or 24  andgotit. New Hampshire deserves the same.
Page 46 Page 48
1 in the political dynamics of aforeign 1 At stake here -- excuse me.
2 country areimportant considerations, too. 2 TheDEIS provides clear evidence that full
3 THE MODERATOR: All right. 3 buria of the line would provide almost twice
4  Thank you, sir. 4  asmany jobs, have amuch smaller impact on
5 MS. ARNOLD: Susan Arnold, 5  property values, and create much more
6  A-R-N-O-L-D. I livein Strafford, New 6 long-lasting economic benefits to the region
7 Hampshire. And I'm here as the Vice-President 7  than overhead transmission lines or partial
8  for Conservation for the Appalachian Mountain 8  burial. Burying thefull project is clearly
9  Club. 9  themost balanced and appropriate
10 The Appaachian Mountain Club 10  dternative. At stake hereisthe future of
11 is the oldest conservation and recreation 11 New Hampshire's forests, scenic vistas,
12 organization in the country, with more than 12 property values and cohesive communities.
13 100,000 members, supporters and advocates 13 Make no mistake. This project
14  from Maineto D.C., including more than 14 is not about providing needed power for New
15 12,000 herein New Hampshire. Our 139-year 15 Hampshire. New Hampshire is and has been for
16 history is punctuated by battles to protect 16 many years a net exporter of electric power.
17 theplaces peoplelove. Open spaces, without 17  Theindependent system operator that
18  the permanent scars of industrial-scale 18 maintains the overall New England grid has
19  development are a diminishing and scarce 19 not deemed this project essential.
20 resource of high public value that AMC will 20 THE MODERATOR: Thirty seconds.
21 fight to protect. 21 MS. ARNOLD: In conclusion,
22 Our opposition to Northern 22 thisisn't about the need for essential
23 Pass as originally proposed has been based 23 dectricity. Thisproject isabout money,
24 not only on the serious negative impacts of 24  about private profit through the sacrifice of

SUSAN J. ROBIDAS, N.H.LCR

(12) Pages 45 - 48

(603) 622-0068 shortrptr @comcast.net



PUBLIC COMMENTS - September 10, 2015
SEC 2015-06 Northern Pass Public Information M eeting L aconia, New Hampshire

Page 49 Page 51

1 precious resources that belong to all New 1 lines must be buried. The burden and harm

2 Hampshire citizens. Our state deserves 2 should not be forced upon the property owners

3 better. If thisproject isto go forward, 3 and businesses throughout New Hampshire.

4  every mileof it must be buried. Thank you. 4 Thank you again for the opportunity to

5 THE MODERATOR: Victor DiMetro, 5 comment.

6 Lori Lerner, Kerrin Rounds, Christiane Green. 6 THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

7 Mr. DiMetro still here? 7 MS. ROUNDS: Kerrin Rounds.

8 (No response) 8 First name, K-E-R-R-I-N. Last name,

9 THE MODERATOR: All right. 9 R-O-U-N-D-S. | am aproperty owner in Bristol
10 Lori Lerner. 10  and Stark, with family that owns property also
11 MS. LERNER: Thank you, Y our 11 in Bridgewater and Lancaster.

12 Honor. My nameisLori Lerner. I'mthe 12 | wanted to further Neil
13 President of NHWindWatch, and | livein 13 Irvine's point about property tax abatements.
14 Bridgewater, New Hampshire. 14 | livein Bristol. That's also atown where
15 Has anyone heard the phrase, 15  we have seen abatements be filed from utility
16  "beggar thy neighbor"? According to 16  companies. And | am concerned that the
17  Wikipedia, "beggar they neighbor” is an 17 revenue estimates in the presentations won't
18  economic policy through which one country 18  bemet. And coming from abackground,
19  attemptsto remedy its economic problems by 19 knowing alittle bit of how arguments are
20 means that tend to worsen the economic 20 made, that presentation certainly is not
21 problems of other countries. What we have 21 binding. Sol would question why the Company
22 going on hereis"beggar thy neighbor"” 22 wouldn't come forward with reasonable PILOT
23 contracts, whereby the southern New England 23 agreementsto each of the towns to guarantee
24  statesarelooking to achieve their renewable 24  those revenues.
Page 50 Page 52

1 energy goals through the demise of our 1 I'm also a snowmobiler and

2 beautiful state. That's exactly what these 2 ATVer, and | do appreciate the funds that are

3 contracts will do. 3 being promised to that. But I'd say that

4 For those of you who have not 4 it'sjust as easy for meto drive those

5 seen Rhode Island's energy plan, it calls 5 things over buried lines asit isto drive

6  for, and I'll quote, a greater reliance on 6  them under overhead lines.

7 out-of-state wind and hydropower, and the 7 | am part of the millennial

8 purchase of renewable energy credits 8  generation. And from looking around, I am an

9 necessary to meet the higher standards. Let 9 under-represented group here, because quite
10 me highlight the words. "Out-of-state wind" 10  frankly, we're busy trying to make aliving,

11 and "hydropower." Why should we tolerate 11 raise afamily and pay off all those student

12 this? A similar theme can be heard in 12 loans that we hear about. While | cannot

13 Connecticut and Massachusetts. Connecticut 13 speak for my generation, as my opinions are
14 will permit the use of large-scale hydropower 14 my own, thisiswhat | have observed: We are
15 if needed to meet their renewable energy 15  ageneration of immediate gratification. |

16  goas. Massachusetts haslegidlation 16  canadmit that. 1'd like to have acheap

17 currently going through the process to allow 17  electric bill and be able to charge al those

18 large-scale hydropower to meet their 18  electronic devices| have at home. However,
19 renewable energy goals. If the southern New 19 I'm not willing to do so at the cost of the

20 England states are determined to meet their 20 loss of ascenic state. | think it's

21 renewable energy goals by having the northern 21 relatable to the movement for organic and

22 New England states shouldering the burden, 22 non-GMO food. We want cheap, healthy food,
23 they should demand it follow their standards, 23 but wearewilling to pay more for a better

24 such as Connecticut, whereby transmission 24  option. Buried lines are a better option.
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1 MS. GREEN: My name's 1 daffected? It'sbeyond me. If wedon't
2 Christiane Green. | actually should have been 2 dtart, you know, gathering together to rally
3 in the section. I'm aresident of New 3 for those who are small in number, who are
4 Hampton. 4  going to be consistently steamrolled by large
5 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Would 5  companieslike this, we're going to be
6  you spell your first name. 6 nowhere. Well lose this battle every single
7 MS. GREEN: It's spelled 7  time unless we get together on this.
8  Christian, coincidentally, with an E on the 8 S0, the decreased property
9 end 9  valuethat you said was a net, basically you
10 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Why 10 know, that's a non-issue. | know when I've
11 don't you just spell it. It'll be easier. 11 looked for houses, when | see they're close
12 MS. GREEN: Okay. Christian 12 toahuge property -- | mean a huge power
13 withan Eontheend. Okay. 13 ling, that isn't aselling point. That would
14  C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N-E. 14  beadeal breaker. Sol guess|'m not sure,
15 THE MODERATOR: Great. Green. 15 you know, where those numbers came from or
16 MS. GREEN: Yes. 16  what expert did that, you know, evaluation.
17 So I'm aresident of New 17 But it makes me skeptical.
18 Hampton. My parents are also there. They're 18 S0 I'm here not because I'm
19  goingto bein closer proximity to the line 19  saying anything new thisevening. Butinthe
20 than | would be. However, | think it's 20 interest of putting it on the record, I'm
21 important to all of usto stand together on 21 standing up for all those who will be
22 thisissue. And| really want to thank Neil 22 directly affected.
23 for what he did, and the board of selectmen 23 THE MODERATOR: Thank you.
24 tonight, so excellently advocating for our 24 Donna Shanian? | don't know if that'sa C.
Page 54 Page 56
1 town. You know it's ahorrible plan when you 1 MS. OHANIAN: I'm Donna
2 have so many staunch democrats and lifelong 2 Ohanian, O-H-A-N-I-A-N. | have a house here
3 conservatives here gathering together on an 3 in Laconia. | also have a house on Newfound
4  issue. Soit'skind of boggling my mind why 4 Lake, and | also have ahouse in Hudson that's
5  wereadl dtill here. 5 near some power lines. Thelast thing | would
6 [Audience interruption/applause] 6  wanttolook at inany of my houses are power
7 MS. GREEN: But anyways, it's 7 lines that are about two and a half times
8  just something that | noticed. 8 taller than the existing power lines. I'm
9 Thisis by far the most 9 asoaskier. I'malso akayaker. | belong
10 important part of the evening, when we're 10  tokayak groups. | belong to ski groups. No
11 having comment that's going down for the 11 onel know of wantsto be looking at towers
12 record, that somebody other than the person 12 when they're skiing, when they're kayaking,
13 that's profiting will be looking at this 13 whenthey're hiking. | have good friends that
14  thing. 14  arehiking al of the 4,000-footersin New
15 Thefirst part of the evening 15 Hampshire. I'm also a school media
16 | didn't feel like we got that many direct 16  specidist. | put the poster up that |
17  answers. We've heard alot about increased 17 received showing the difference in the size of
18 funds, you know, millions of dollars; yet, 18 like aregular tree versus the size of the
19  when | think of people's property values and 19 regular power lines and the enormous size of
20 how that's going to be decreased, I'm 20  these power linesthat you're proposing. And
21 wondering why we're taking from them and then |21 | just want to say, I'm just acitizen, I'm
22 givingto al. Why, if there's any kind of 22 justamom, but what | would support is
23 profit, why wouldn't that be going directly 23 burying thelines. And that'sthe only thing
24 tothose who have been so egregiously 24 | would support. And alot of my friends
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1 would say the samething. My son would be 1 my district that are still impacted by the
2 here, but he's across the street watching the 2 overhead lines. And I've left the Bristol
3 Patriots game. He'samillennium, and that's, 3 Town Select Board meeting to get here
4 youknow -- he's 25, and that's where heis 4 tonight. Andyou heard from Ashland. You
5  tonight. 5 heard from New Hampton, Bristol, Bridgewater
6 THE MODERATOR: Well, that's 6 andHill. They'reall till being impacted.
7 wherel'm going to be soon. 7 Andwhat you've said to them is they're not
8 MS. OHANIAN: My suggestion, if 8  worth burial. And | have aproblem with
9  anyone needs asuggestion, is, you know, take 9  that. | don't believe that they should have
10  the CEO and lay him off for six months, and 10  to bear the burden of this. | think you can
11 takehissalary and use that to bury the 11 bury thelines. | think if you can bury 52
12 lines. Thank you. 12 more miles at the same project cost, let's go
13 [Audience interruption/applause] 13 al theway. Wouldn't you say? Wouldn't you
14 THE MODERATOR: Senator Jeanie 14  say?
15 Forrester. 15 AUDIENCE: Yes.
16 SEN. FORRESTER: Good evening. 16 SEN. FORRESTER: Thank you.
17 Do you need me to spell my name? 17 There's not alot more | can
18 THE MODERATOR: Yes. 18  add, because as you probably have gathered,
19 SEN. FORRESTER: It's 19 my constituents, and those who are not my
20 F-O-R-R-E-S-T-E-R. 20 constituents, are very well educated on this
21 THE MODERATOR: And actualy, 21 issue. They're very passionate on this
22 your first name, too. 22 issue. There has never been an issue that |
23 SEN. FORRESTER: Jeanie, 23 can recall that has so galvanized and
24  JE-A-N-I-E. 24  unified, asthe speaker -- okay, thank you --
Page 58 Page 60
1 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Thank 1 before me said, democrats, republicans,
2 you. 2 independents, on an issue. They stand
3 SEN. FORRESTER: | am a 3 together. They continueto stand together.
4  resident of Belknap County. | livein 4 And | would just end by saying
5 Meredith, but I'm here tonight to represent my 5  thisstarted five years ago, and the first
6  constituents. And | haveto say, I've been 6  elected official who came out and stood
7 standing in the back listening. | don't think 7  aganst thiswas Ray Burton. And he said,
8 I've heard anyone come up in support of this 8 "Noway." And| would aso liketo say that
9 project. What I've heard makes me very proud 9  Senator Ayotte has said, "Bury theline. New
10  of my congtituents. This has been a project 10 Hampshiresworth it." And | would agree.
11 in the making for five years, and some of the 11 So, please, bury the line. Thank you.
12 people in thisroom -- alot of the peoplein 12 [Audience interruption/applause]
13 thisroom have fought this battle for five 13 THE MODERATOR: So that was our
14  years. And | feel bad for them because they 14 last commentator. So we're going to close the
15 keep having to fight this battle because it 15  session. And go Pats. Thank you all for
16  doesn't seem like you've got the message. 16  coming.
17 Now, | appreciate the fact that you've buried 17 (Whereupon the Public Comment Session
18 52 moremilesof line. I'm sad that it took 18 concluded at 8:49 p.m.)
19  fiveyearsto get there. And unfortunately, 19
20  what you've doneis pick winners and losers. 20
21 | wasn't able to make most -- 21
22 thiswasthe only onel was actualy able to 22
23 make, this meeting, because |'ve been meeting 23
24 withmy towns. Now, there are fivetownsin 24
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Susan J. Robidas, a Licensed
Shorthand Court Reporter and Notary Public
of the State of New Hanpshire, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of my stenographic
notes of these proceedings taken at the
pl ace and on the date hereinbefore set
forth, to the best of ny skill and ability
under the conditions present at the tine.

| further certify that | am neither
attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the
action; and further, that | amnot a
relative or enpl oyee of any attorney or
counsel enployed in this case, nor am|
financially interested in this action.

Susan J. Robidas, LCR/ RPR
Li censed Shorthand Court Reporter
Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
N.H. LCR No. 44 (RSA 310-A:173)
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1 1 PROCEEDING
2 NOTED AS PRESENT: 2 THE MODERATOR: Good evening. We're
3  Counsel for the A I\,’I)Iicant: Barry Needleman, Esq. 3 going to get started now with the public information
F cLane Graf Raulerson &
4 Middleton) 4 session. If you'd take a seat. We've got a big room, and
5 Thomas B. Getz, Esq. 5 1 don't think we're going to fill it. And, | don't know
(Devine Millimet & Branch)
6 6 if you'd want to come up front. I'm not going to call out
7  Also noted as present for 7 your name or anything like that, unless you filled out a
Northern Pass Transmission LLC and
8  Eversource Energy Project Team who 8 comment form.
provided answers to questions: i .
9 i X X i 9 My name is Kathleen McGuire. And, I'm a
Bill Quinlan, President, Eversource New Hampshire
10 Jim Muntz, I’-"reside_nt of Transmission, Eversource 10 retired Superior Court judge. | was on the bench for 25
Sam Johnson, Senior Prqlgct Manager, Burns & McDonnell Eng. i
11 Bob Clarke, Director of Siting/Outreach..., Eversource 11 years, before I recently fully retired. And, my last
Lee Carbonneau, Sr. Principal Scientist, Normandeau & Assoc. i . .
12  Jerry Fortier, Project Director, Eversource 12 assignment was in Belknap County. | have a very nice
Mark Hodgdon, Outside Counsel to Eversource on Northern Pass i i i
13 Brian Bosse, Engineer, Eversource 13 picture of the courthouse and my courtroom in my kitchen
Chris Soderman; Senior Engineer, Eversource .
14 14 that was given to me by the Belknap County Bar. So, |
15 15 have very fond memories and feelings towards Belknap
16 16 County.
17 17 My function tonight is to moderate this
18 18 public information session about the Northern Pass
19 19 Project. This is a 192-mile transmission line proposed to
20 20 bring energy from hydroelectric plants in Canada to New
21 21 Hampshire and the rest of New England. The project is
22 22 being proposed jointly by Northern Pass New Hampshire --
23 23 I'm sorry, Northern Pass, LLC, and Public Service Company
24 24 of New Hampshire, doing business as Eversource Energy.

{SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15}
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1 Maybe we'll wait a couple -- a few 1 for you to write your questions on. Because you may want
2 seconds here, while more people get their seats. 2 to ask questions on different topics, | ask that you use
3 Okay. Tonight's public information 3 one index card for each question or each topic. This will
4 session is the first step in a state administrative 4 help us group the questions by category. | then may
5 process required by statute -- if you could try not to 5 consolidate some questions or summarize some questions
6 speak among yourselves, because we're trying to get a 6 within a category to cover as much ground as possible.
7 record. Okay? 7 For example, in the previous four
8 This is the first step in a state 8 sessions, many people asked the question "why doesn't
9 administrative process required by statute, RSA Chapter 9 Northern Pass bury the entire line?" You'll be happy to
10 162-H. Before new energy facilities of a certain size can 10 know I'm not going to ask that question 15 or 20 times,
1 be built, the Company proposing the project must receive a 1 but | will ask questions related to that, that are
12 certificate of site and facility from the New Hampshire 12 different and need a more specific answer. Like, "why
13 Site Evaluation Committee, the SEC, an entity formed by 13 isn't it buried in a particular location?", or "how much
14 the Legislature for the purpose of reviewing proposed 14 does it cost to bury a line?", something like that. |
15 energy facilities. RSA Chapter 162-H was recently 15 hope, that by minimizing repetition in this way, we can
16 amended, to require that at least 30 days before 16 make the most productive use of how -- of your questions.
17 submitting an application to the SEC, the Company, here 17 Sometimes people ask multiple questions,
18 Northern Pass, must hold a public information session in 18 so they might have five, six, seven cards. I'm going to
19 each county in which the project is to be built. The 19 ask the first question in that set, or the second and
20 Northern Pass Project is proposed to pass through five 20 third, depending if the first and second have already been
21 counties: Coos, Grafton, Belknap, Merrimack, and 21 asked and answered, so that we get -- try to get to
22 Rockingham. This meeting is the fifth of the five 22 everybody's -- at least one question from everybody. And,
23 pre-application information sessions. 23 then, time permitting, we'll cycle through the questions
24 The statute further requires that the 24 again.

{SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15} {SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15}

6 8

1 public information session be recorded, which is why we 1 During the third portion of the program,
2 have two court reporters, Steve Patnaude and Susan 2 you'll have the opportunity to comment on the project. To
3 Robidas, taking down everything that is said tonight. 3 do so, you will need to right your names and addresses --
4 They will then prepare a transcript from that record, 4 your name and address on a form, also available there in
5 which will be made part of the application to the SEC. 5 the back of the room. In receiving your comments,
6 The purpose of these sessions is for 6 preference will be given to residents and property owners
7 Northern Pass to present information to the public, and to 7 and business owners of Belknap County. Non-county
8 provide the public with the opportunity to ask questions 8 residents will follow. | will call your name in the order
9 and to make comments about the proposed project. As part 9 that you signed up to comment. The times have been
10 of the effort to provide information, an open house began 10 written on them, and that's how | get them.
1 in the adjoining room at 5:00 and will continue throughout 1 You may also comment in writing about
12 the rest of the evening. 12 the project any time throughout the evening, again, at the
13 Tonight's meeting has three parts. 13 back of the room. Your written comments will also be made
14 First, after | complete my introduction, Bill Quinlan, 14 part of the application that's submitted to the SEC.
15 President of Eversource New Hampshire, will make opening 15 These public information sessions are
16 remarks on behalf of Northern Pass, and present a short 16 the first step in a lengthy administrative process. The
17 video that gives an overview of the project. After that, 17 next step will be for Northern Pass to file its
18 he will make a brief presentation specific to Belknap 18 application with the SEC. Pursuant to RSA Chapter 162-H,
19 County. 19 this may occur no sooner than 30 days after completing the
20 Second, Mr. Quinlan, aided by some of 20 five public information sessions. The application,
21 the Project Team, will address questions for about an 21 including all public comments, will be available online at
22 hour. To make the most efficient use of the limited time 22 the SEC website, and hard copies will be delivered to each
23 available, questions will be taken in written form. Index 23 town affected by the project.
24 cards are available at the table at the back of the room 24 Once the application is filed, the SEC

{SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15}
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1

1 has 60 days to determine whether to accept the project. 1 the last year or so was really two issues, you boil it all

2 Within 45 days after acceptance, the SEC will conduct 2 down to two issues. The first of which is associated with

3 another set of public information sessions in each county. 3 the view or scenic impacts associated with an overhead

4 Additionally, within 90 days after the application is 4 transmission line. Now, you know, New Hampshire and New

5 accepted, the SEC and other state agencies are required to 5 England have many overhead transmission lines that exist

6 hold joint public hearings. In the past, those hearings 6 today. But, you know, associated with this project, in

7 involved, like tonight's session, the applicant presenting 7 particular, we've heard pretty clearly that the Company

8 information about the proposed project, the public making 8 needed to take seriously New Hampshire's concern about

9 comments, and the SEC moderating a written public 9 view impacts and do what it could to address those.

10 question-and-answer session. Additionally, at those 10 That's one of the topics I'll cover today.

11 sessions, the SEC and the state agencies ask the 11 And, then, the second issue that we

12 applicants questions. 12 heard pretty consistently across the state is, you know,

13 The last part of the state 13 "this project has to deliver benefits to New Hampshire.

14 administrative process occurs when the SEC holds public 14 You know, and you need to prove to us, before we allow you

15 adjudicative hearings, at which it will consider evidence 15 to move forward with this project, that there are

16 from Northern Pass and other parties, and decide whether 16 significant and direct benefits to New Hampshire, if we're

17 or not to issue a certificate authorizing Northern Pass to 17 going to host this project.”

18 proceed with the proposed project. These hearings 18 So, those are the two fundamental

19 typically occur eight months or more after an application 19 questions that came out of a lot of the listening we've

20 is accepted. 20 done over the last year or so. I'm going to talk to you

21 Again, thank you all very much for 21 about the changes we've made to the project to address

22 coming tonight and participating in this initial step in 22 those issues. And, then, we'll drill down in more detail

23 the SEC siting process. | now want to introduce Bill 23 around Belknap County, and New Hampton, in particular.

24 Quinlan, President of Eversource New Hampshire. 24 So, as to those two fundamental issues,
{SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15} {SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15}
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1 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. Thank you, Judge 1 you know, the first is the view impact, and that's the one

2 McGuire. And, | do want to thank you all for being here 2 I think you hear the most consistently across this state

3 this evening and taking time out of your busy schedule to 3 from various stakeholders, which is, you know, "you need

4 listen to our presentation, give us an opportunity to get 4 to address what you can around the route.”

5 feedback from you, and answer questions you might have 5 So, this is the overall Northern Pass

6 about the project. So, | do want to thank you at the 6 route. You know, the prior proposal was for a 1,200

7 outset. 7 megawatt line, with 8 miles of underground construction.

8 As Judge McGuire indicated, this is the 8 The underground construction was limited, in the prior

9 next step in a fairly lengthy process that we've been 9 proposal, to that 8 miles in the far North Country. And,

10 going through around this project over the last year so, 10 it was a 1,200 megawatt line. That's the amount of energy

1 in trying to listen to New Hampshire, understand the 1 the project would carry into New Hampshire.

12 concerns associated with the project, and, to the extent 12 So, the question is, how do you address

13 we can, address those concerns in a balanced way. And, 13 view impacts, the ones that you hear about the most in New

14 you know, this is a part of a process. We're going to 14 Hampshire, and still have a project that essentially does

15 continue to value the input that we receive in sessions 15 what it needs to do, which is to bring a large quantity of

16 just like this and right through the siting process, and 16 clean energy, affordable energy into New Hampshire, it

17 continue to have an open mind about the project. 17 will work technically, and it will protect the important

18 Now, | will say, for the last year or 18 views of the state? And, that's what we attempted to

19 so, we've been getting input from stakeholders across the 19 address through the changes that we announced a couple of

20 State of New Hampshire, in an effort to understand where 20 weeks ago.

21 are the real issues associated with what was previously 21 So, one big change is we've reduced the

22 proposed, and to factor that into any changes that we 22 size of this project. So, it's no longer a 1,200 megawatt

23 could make to address those concerns. 23 line, it's now a 1,000 megawatt line. So, it's been

24 And, what we heard loud and clear for 24 reduced by 200 megawatts in size, which means, you know,

{SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15}
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15

1 there is 200 megawatts less of energy flowing into New 1 done in that regard. You know, we are now at the point

2 England, at a time where we really could use new sources 2 where we're looking at this route, in the overhead areas,

3 of electricity to keep rates low, particularly clean 3 on a structure-by-structure, town-by-town basis, to take

4 energy. So, that's one of the steps we've taken really to 4 other steps to address view impacts. And, we're really

5 address concerns we've heard across New Hampshire, reduce 5 working locally to get input on that, and to design and

6 the size of the project. 6 engineer the overhead portion of the line in a way that

7 What does that allow us to do? It 7 reduces the view or scenic impact in other important areas

8 basically allows us to increase the amount of underground 8 of the state. Okay?

9 construction. So, whereas previously we were planning 9 So, that's where we are on a project

10 8 miles of underground construction, we're now planning 10 design and engineering perspective. The second big issue,

11 for 60 miles of underground construction. So, 52 miles of 11 as | said, was "what are the benefits in this to New

12 new construction that's underground. We had to reduce the 12 Hampshire?" "If this project is going to be allowed to

13 size of the project to do that in a way that the project 13 proceed, what's in it for New Hampshire?" You know, "Is

14 still made sense economically and technically. So, that's 14 New Hampshire going to receive any economic benefits?"

15 why we scaled down the project, which was to allow us to 15 And, "What are the environmental benefits from hosting a

16 underground this 52 miles in and around the White Mountain 16 project like this?"

17 National Forest. 17 This is a high-level summary. You know,

18 Now, I've heard, since our announcement, 18 there are materials available, | know, in the open house

19 you know, "How did you select the White Mountain National 19 that provide a lot more detail around this. But it's the

20 Forest area? You know, there are important views across 20 top line around the benefits to New Hampshire for hosting

21 the State of New Hampshire." And, | agree with that. 21 the project.

22 There are certainly important views that need to be 22 One of the other issues you hear, when

23 addressed up and down this route. The reason we selected 23 you listen to many across the state, whether it's a

24 and landed on that 52 miles is really based upon what 24 business owner or a residential customer, is that "energy
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1 we've heard consistently across New Hampshire, 1 costs are too high and too volatile, and they're going in

2 irrespective of who you're talking to and from which part 2 the wrong direction.” We now have among the highest rates

3 of New Hampshire they're coming from. And, 3 in the country, and they're on an upward trend. So,

4 consistently -- or, | consistently heard, you know, "the 4 unless and until we have new sources of energy into this

5 White Mountain National Forest, Franconia Notch, 5 region, you know, we're going to become less and less

6 Appalachian Trail, you know, you need to make that a very 6 competitive, and the cost to residential customers is

7 high priority.” So, that input is what led to that 7 going to continue to increase. We fundamentally are at a

8 decision. It wasn't an area that the company selected in 8 point where that's not going to change until we bring new

9 isolation. It was really driven by what we've heard 9 low-cost energy supplies into the region.

10 across New Hampshire, and also happened to be something 10 The single best option for New England

1 that, when the Department of Energy studied this route and 1 and New Hampshire in this regard is importing more

12 looked at the environmental impact of it, they highlighted 12 hydroelectric power from Canada. You know, if you think

13 this area in particular. And, really, that kind of 13 about the other opportunities, you know, a nuclear plant,

14 confirmed what we had been hearing across New Hampshire. 14 probably not going to happen, right? What are the other

15 But it was really driven by the voices of New Hampshire. 15 baseload generation options? A gas plant, a coal plant,

16 Okay? 16 an oil plant, you know, then you start having

17 So, those are significant project 17 environmental questions around them. So, what is a

18 changes. Obviously, you know, that is going to add costs 18 baseload, meaning very reliable, 24/7 source of

19 to the project. You know, underground construction is 19 electricity? It really reduces itself to hydroelectric.

20 significantly more expensive than overhead construction. 20 And, it's a highly reliable source of

21 Project's been reduced in size. These are steps we've 21 electricity. It's affordable. You know, when we look at

22 taken associated with the project to make it a project 22 what does it do to energy rates just in New Hampshire?

23 that's more acceptable to New Hampshire. 23 It's about an $80 million a year energy cost savings for

24 Now, | do realize that our work's not 24 New Hampshire customers, both residential and business
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1 customers. So, that's part of the benefit package that 1 program.
2 New Hampshire receives. 2 But, when they complete that program,
3 We also announced the establishment of a 3 they're going to have career opportunities, whether
4 ForwardNH Fund. These are funds that we intend to invest 4 they're here in New Hampshire, elsewhere in New England,
5 locally in the communities that would be hosting the line, 5 or across the U.S, they're in very, very high demand. So,
6 particularly the overhead portions of the line. And, we 6 that aspect of this project has gotten a lot of positive
7 recognize there's a trade-off taking place. You know, 7 attention. And, it's just another benefit that we've
8 that, when you build infrastructure, there is going to be 8 added to make this positive for New Hampshire.
9 a local impact. You know, it's inevitable with a project 9 When you total all that, the jobs and
10 of this size. You know, this fund is an effort to provide 10 the tax impact, it's over a $2 billion economic stimulus
11 direct benefits to those local communities. It's a 1 to New Hampshire. That's what our expert analysis shows.
12 $200 million fund. And, you know, we've already heard a 12 It's based upon similar projects in other states, some of
13 lot about initiatives at a community and a local level 13 which we've performed. So, it's well-grounded in
14 that can really be game-changers in towns up and down the 14 experience. These are not, you know, humbers that are
15 route. 15 just estimates. They're actually well-founded.
16 Beyond that, what else is in it for New 16 | mentioned the environmental benefits
17 Hampshire? You know, we look at the property tax impacts. 17 of this project. You know, it is hypothetical, it's
18 You know, it's a $1.4 or $1.5 billion project; obviously, 18 non-carbon-emitting, it doesn't rely on fossil fuels to
19 that's taxed. Our estimate of "what does that generate in 19 generate the electricity. It, in essence, will offset or
20 annual tax revenues to states, municipalities, counties 20 displace carbon-emitting generation, whether it's coal
21 here in New Hampshire? It's about $30 million a year. 21 power plants, oil plants, or natural gas. When you look
22 So, a sizable increase in tax revenue across the state. 22 at "what is the effect of taking a thousand megawatts of
23 You know, obviously, a project of this 23 clean power and delivering it to New Hampshire?" It's
24 size, there's a heavy need for labor and other associated 24 about 3 million tons a year in reduced carbon dioxide
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1 jobs to execute the project. You know, we are taking a 1 emissions. So, the environmental benefits associated with
2 "New Hampshire first" approach to that, which means that, 2 this project are unparalleled. There's no other source of
3 where possible, all of this work is going to be done by 3 electricity that's going to allow us to, in essence,
4 folks living here in the Granite State. Whether it's the 4 remove 600,000 cars from New Hampshire's roads. It's a
5 electrical workers who are actually installing the line, 5 very significant benefit from this project, and it's not
6 whether it's the logging companies that are clearing a 6 in any of the financial numbers I'm showing you. It's
7 right-of-way, whether it's a truck driver who's delivering 7 purely environmental benefits.
8 gravel, whether it's a restaurant or a hotel who's 8 We also have announced the use of
9 supporting folks working on the project. And, our 9 acreage that we own up in the North Country. And, really,
10 intention and our commitment is to source that locally, 10 the goal there is to put that land to use for important
1 and only go outside the state where there are no 1 community-level purposes. Whether it's a recreational
12 additional resources here in-state to satisfy that. 12 purpose, a economic development purpose, a natural
13 This is a big deal for many. You know, 13 preservation purpose, or a mixed use. You know, a lot of
14 when we talk to stakeholders across the state, they're 14 interest up in the North Country to put this land to work
15 really excited about the prospects for working on this 15 for the benefit of the local community, and that's our
16 project or supporting this project, because it's creating 16 commitment there.
17 great job opportunities. And, we've got a training 17 So, this is the top line of our answer
18 program that we've announced as part of this, which is 18 to the question of "what's in it for New Hampshire?" You
19 going to bring along the next class of utility workers. 19 know, our view is these are very significant economic and
20 We were refer to it as an "Apprentice Training Program". 20 environmental benefits. They exist only if this project
21 But, in essence, we're going to use this as a training 21 moves forward here in the State of New Hampshire.
22 ground to teach young New Hampshire residents a very 22 Now, we're going to show you a short
23 high-demand, valuable trade, which is that of an 23 video that's going to illustrate this in a little more
24 electrical worker. It's a multiyear qualification 24 detail, and then we'll drill down into Belknap County.
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1 Thank you. 1 about to enter the formal siting process here in New

2 (Whereupon a video presentation was 2 Hampshire. Which means, once we've concluded these public

3 shown to the members of the public.) 3 information sessions, we'll file our application with the

4 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. So, we'll just 4 Site Evaluation Committee, and that will commence a

5 spend a minute on Belknap County, and then we'll be happy 5 lengthy process here in New Hampshire to evaluate the

6 to take on questions and answers. So, this is a 6 merits of that application, make adjustments, perhaps,

7 drill-down map into the Belknap County. As the video 7 that the Site Evaluation Committee finds necessary or

8 indicated, really, the existing line and the new line, in 8 appropriate. And, you know, those are plenty of

9 essence, run only through the Town of New Hampton. So, 9 opportunities for additional public input. You know,

10 it's about seven miles of construction. It's highlighted 10 there's a whole nother series of public information

1 here in the blue. In this part of the route, we're 1 sessions that are required to be held, that we look

12 basically in an existing right-of-way, meaning it's been 12 forward to, after we file that application. My point is,

13 cleared and there's an existing transmission line. The 13 we're going to continue to listen to New Hampshire as we

14 new line would run parallel to the existing line, okay? 14 move forward through the siting process, and, hopefully,

15 Some statistics here, for the new line, 15 ultimately, right through the construction phase.

16 when you look at that portion of the route, the most 16 So, with that, again, thank you for

17 common structure height is about 80 feet. As a result of 17 being here tonight. Thank you for your time and

18 our decision to reduce the size of the project from 1,200 18 attention. And, | look forward to answering your

19 to 1,000 megawatts, we've been able to engineer a 19 questions.

20 reduction in the height of the structures here, okay? So, 20 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Thank you. Okay.

21 it's about a 7 -- 6 feet, 6-foot, on average, reduction in 21 So, I'm going to begin reading questions. You ready,

22 the structure height. 22 Bill?

23 And, as | said earlier, we're going to 23 MR. QUINLAN: Sure.

24 continue to work structure-by-structure, town-by-town, to 24 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Has a study been
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1 do everything we can to continue to address view impacts. 1 done to consider just burying the whole line? Thereby,

2 Whether there are other things we could do to reduce a 2 eliminating all the opposition, legal fees, manhours to

3 structure height on a case-by-case basis, move a structure 3 attempting to convince people it is a good plan, all the

4 location, so it's less visible, provide shielding, you 4 lobbying studies, etcetera, and just start the project and

5 know, in some instances, you know, buffers that make the 5 begin making the profits you seek, as well as making the

6 line invisible, are possible. So, you know, these are 6 state's public content.

7 things that we're going to continue to do locally on a 7 MR. QUINLAN: So, as | indicated

8 case-by-case basis. So, view impacts are going to remain 8 earlier, we have looked at a wide range of options for

9 a very priority for us as we move forward. Okay? 9 addressing the issues we've heard from New Hampshire. As

10 You know, as to the tax benefits, the -- 10 | said at the outset, you know, view impacts are the top

1 as | said earlier, and the video indicated, there's about 1 of mind, and very clearly, and we've heard that very

12 $30 million a year in incremental tax benefits that we 12 directly. And, what we tried to do is strike a balance

13 estimate. Here, in New Hampton, the number is in the 13 here. For a project that, you know, continues to do what

14 range of $300,000 to $500,000 a year. That's based upon 14 it needs to, which is to deliver a large amount of

15 our current expected range of the cost of the 15 electricity into the region in a reliable way, addresses

16 infrastructure in this town. That's what leads to the 16 those view impacts, and is also affordable, it's an

17 range, is we haven't defined with specificity, you know, 17 economic project, it makes economic sense.

18 how much infrastructure is going in the town and how much 18 When we look at an all-underground

19 is it going to cost. Once we have that all firmed up, 19 option, you know, we really have a situation where the

20 we'll be able to narrow this range. But it's a sizable, 20 project becomes uneconomic. And, just I'll share with you

21 you know, increase in the local property tax revenue, 21 what | mean by that. So, right now, our current project

22 okay? 22 cost estimate is about $1.5 billion. We're in the process

23 And, then, finally, as Judge McGuire 23 of firming up our reevaluation of that cost. We know we

24 indicated, and as the video indicated, you know, we are 24 added costs by adding 52 miles of underground
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1 construction. So, let's assume it's 1.5 billion. To 1 Bear Rock Road, you see utility poles outside those areas

2 fully underground this project would add another 2 existing today. The plan is, actually, the burial will be

3 $100 million worth of project costs. That's our current 3 in the roadway itself, not even outside on the edge of the

4 estimate as to that would do entail. 4 right-of-way. So, the plan is to stay within the existing

5 MR. MUNTZ: Bill. 5 right-of-way, publicly owned, as utilities have been doing

6 MR. QUINLAN: Did | say "a billion"? 6 and New Hampshire law has recognized as an appropriate use

7 What did | say? 7 for over 150 years in that area.

8 MR. MUNTZ: You said "100 million". 8 And, there's no intention to take

9 MR. QUINLAN: "100 million". A billion. 9 private property rights by eminent domain. In fact, the

10 I'm sorry, | misspoke. So, an additional billion dollars 10 project doesn't have that power.

1 of project costs. So, just to be clear, it takes a 1 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. Thank you.

12 $1.5 billion project and makes it a $2.5 billion project. 12 THE MODERATOR: Who are your business

13 And, doesn't increase the amount of energy that flows in, 13 competitors, now that Eversource is the largest utility

14 doesn't increase the other benefits that we're talking 14 company in New England?

15 about. It really is additional project costs. Our view 15 MR. QUINLAN: Yes. So, Eversource, in

16 is that that then becomes a project that is challenged 16 essence, is the parent company of a whole series of

17 economically. 17 affiliated utility companies. These are franchised

18 So, we've tried to strike the balance. 18 utility companies, which means they operate within a

19 We've tried to have a project that still works 19 specific geography. And, they have, in essence, a -- that

20 economically, and addresses the view impacts to the 20 franchise service territory is, in essence, a monopoly.

21 maximum extent possible. 21 So, as a Public Service Company, we have a designated

22 THE MODERATOR: All right. We live 22 area, where our ability to transmit and distribute

23 along the publicly proposed route through Bear Rock Road, 23 electricity is not subject to competition. You know, we

24 in Stewartstown. How is it possible that Northern Pass 24 do it under a fully regulated structure, where our rates
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1 proposes to bury the line through our private property, 1 are subject to a setting and regulation by the PUC. And,

2 without our permission and without eminent domain? 2 that's part of what's referred to as the "utility

3 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. So, I'm going to 3 compact”. In exchange for that monopoly right to that

4 refer that question to Mark Hodgdon. He's a member of our 4 geography, all of our ratemaking, our return on the

5 Project Team. So, in this portion of the route, we're 5 investments we make are subject to regulation and

6 talking about now underground construction through a 6 adjustment by the Public Utility Commission.

7 public roadway. Okay? That's what this question is based 7 That's the regulated utility model

8 upon. 8 across the United States. We happen to operate in three

9 MR. HODGDON: Yes. And, Bear Rock Road | 9 different states. Here, in New Hampshire. So, Public

10 is located up north, in the 8-mile section. By the way, 10 Service New Hampshire is our regulated utility in the

1 my name is Mark Hodgdon. I'm a private attorney, working 1 State of New Hampshire. We have similar utilities in

12 with Northern Pass. Prior to opening my own practice four 12 Massachusetts and Connecticut.

13 years ado, | was in the Attorney General's Office for 24 13 THE MODERATOR: Okay. How do you intend

14 years where | represented DOT, and | was Bureau Chief for 14 to cross the waterways?

15 14 years. 15 MR. QUINLAN: So, I'm going to turn to

16 Bear Rock Road is a public highway 16 our Project Team as well. Sam Johnson is one of our

17 easement area. The intention is to stay fully within the 17 project engineers.

18 existing highway easement and utilize the public rights 18 MR. JOHNSON: So, from a waterway

19 that are owned there. There is no intention to use any 19 perspective, I'm going to give you two answers, one for

20 private land that isn't secured and owned or leased by 20 aerial. So, if it's an overhead structure, we will build

21 Eversource or Northern Pass. On Bear Rock Road, in 21 a structure on one side of the water, build a structure on

22 particular, the present plan is to actually stay within, 22 the other side of the water, and then hang the wires most

23 even though the right-of-way extends beyond the roadway 23 likely with helicopters, to string across a water

24 itself, in the ditch line. And, in fact, if you go on 24 facility.
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1 For the underground parts of the 1 It's small businesses in the North Country who are looking

2 project, we will do what's called a "directional drill". 2 for opportunities. It's individuals in the North Country

3 It's a specialized machine that will basically drill 3 and elsewhere who are looking for job opportunities and

4 underneath, to quite a deep depth, and then come back on 4 career opportunities. So, we are getting a wide range of

5 the other side. So, for the most part, we will not be 5 input. When | say "we've been listening", it's not just

6 impacting any waterways or wetlands. 6 to the communities.

7 THE MODERATOR: Okay. What part of the | 7 So, at a community level, we've

8 hydropower coming into -- coming from -- coming through 8 certainly heard, as | said at the outset, the concern over

9 New Hampshire will be used in New Hampshire? 9 visual impacts. And, you know, we have taken that very

10 MR. QUINLAN: Yes. So, all of the power 10 heavily into account in the announcement that we made.

11 flowing across this line will be delivered to Deerfield, 1 You know, reducing the size of the project, committing to

12 New Hampshire. So, it's all -- its delivery point is, for 12 a substantial amount of additional undergrounding, even

13 100 percent of the power, is Deerfield. As you probably 13 though it's going to drive the project costs significantly

14 know, New Hampshire is part of a regional electric grid. 14 upward. You know, some of the things we're doing at a

15 So, all of New England has one grid. So, when the power 15 local level to address visual impact. That's all been

16 arrives at that point, it then feeds the rest of New 16 based on that input, including, in particular, input we've

17 England, just like any other generator in any other state 17 received from communities.

18 feeds into one grid. So, technically, the power is all 18 Now, I'll say, at a community level, you

19 commingled, if you will. 19 know, there are many communities that are very excited

20 From a contractual perspective, one of 20 about the project. They look at it from a tax

21 the things we have negotiated now with Hydro-Quebec is an 21 perspective. You know, if you -- if you look at some of

22 agreement whereby 10 percent of the power flowing over 22 these towns, the additional tax revenue generated by a

23 this line is contractually or commercially reserved for 23 project of this size is very material. It's not

24 New Hampshire. So, why 10 percent? New Hampshire is 24 insignificant. And, in some instances, these are towns
{SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15} {SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15}

30 32

1 about 9 percent of New England's total load. Meaning, if 1 that would benefit greatly from that. You know, they look

2 you add up all the customer consumption across the 2 at it from what it could do to their local economies, in

3 six-state region, New Hampshire represents about 9 percent 3 creating jobs and helping to stimulate economic

4 of that. One of the things we wanted to ensure was that 4 development.

5 New Hampshire receive its fair share of the power flowing 5 So, | will say the community input,

6 over the line commercially and contractually. So, we've 6 clearly, you've heard the scenic issue, the visual impact

7 been able to reach that agreement now with Hydro-Quebec, 7 issue, it's factored heavily into our plan. But we're

8 on a very cost-effective or economic basis. 8 also hearing, even at a municipal and community level, you

9 So, you know, two ways to view this. 9 know, multiple different perspectives. And, you know, |

10 One, technically, where's the power flow? And, then, 10 think that's consistent. You know, you hear that up and

1 commercially or contractually, who gets the benefit of the 1 down the route. And, you know, that's the dialogue we're

12 power, if you will? 12 going to continue. When | said earlier, we're going to

13 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Please explain 13 turn our attention to the local level, we're going to be

14 why you claim to have "listened to public comments", but 14 working in each one of the communities that would be

15 have not heard overwhelming opposition from 24 communities | 15 hosting this project around "what are the additional

16 where you do not propose to bury the power lines. 16 things we could do around this project to make it more

17 MR. QUINLAN: Yes. So, community input 17 acceptable to that and more beneficial to that community?"

18 has been critically important, as has other input from 18 THE MODERATOR: This is a very general

19 across the state. So, when | indicate we've talked and 19 question. I'm not -- | don't know the specific concern.

20 received input from a wide range of stakeholders, it's 20 But what happens if this project does not go through?

21 certainly communities, it's certainly landowners along the 21 MR. QUINLAN: So, | think the simple

22 route. It also includes a wide range of business 22 answer is, you know, the benefits that I highlighted

23 customers, small and large across the state, who are 23 earlier, those aren't realized. You know, they are

24 struggling with, you know, high and volatile energy costs. 24 basically a result of the project being sited and
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1 constructed here in New Hampshire. That's, in essence, 1 about earlier. And, that's going to continue. It's
2 what happens. 2 terrible that we address those issues to the extent
3 What happens at a more global level? | 3 possible.
4 think New Hampshire and New England continue to struggle 4 Now, Bob.
5 with the power supply. You know, we're retiring a lot of 5 MR. CLARKE: Thanks, Bill. Yes. We
6 power plants in our region, and, likely in our state. 6 have -- we have contracted with a renowned expert, Dr.
7 Whether it's nuclear plants, like Vermont Yankee, coal 7 James Chalmers, who has done some key studies in the New
8 plants across the entire region. You know, you get to a 8 Hampshire area. And, he's also reviewed all the national
9 point where you've retired so much generation that, you 9 studies. And, the visceral impact or the typical reaction
10 know, those price swings become very significant, and you 10 is that a high voltage transmission line will have an
1 start to worry about "do we have enough power to meet the 1 impact on property value. The data that Dr. Chalmers has
12 needs of our customers?" 12 looked at does not support that. As he looks at -- he
13 You know, if this project doesn't go 13 looked at case studies in New Hampshire, he looked at real
14 forward, you know, we likely continue to increase our 14 estate market activity, and also at subdivision sales.
15 dependence on coal-fired power plants, oil-fired power 15 And, in all cases, there is little or no discernable
16 plants, heavier reliance on natural gas, at a point where 16 impact.
17 we're already 50 -- over 50 percent dependent on one fuel 17 Now, that may not -- it may not be the
18 source for generation in this region. So, we're putting 18 way folks react to, you know, a high voltage transmission
19 all of our eggs in one basket. 19 line, but the sales price to list price data and
20 And, | think, you know, think about what 20 days-on-the-market data are similar for properties that
21 happens environmentally. You know, one of the big things 21 are located near transmission lines, as they are to
22 that the country, New England, and New Hampshire can do to 22 properties that are not.
23 reduce our carbon footprint is a project like this. And, 23 THE MODERATOR: Historic, natural, and
24 you know, look at the Obama administration's Clean Power 24 scenic resources are very significant features of the
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1 Plan and the reliance they put on imported hydro from 1 character and economy of our state. Please give an
2 Canada to meet this nation's carbon reduction goals and 2 example of an adverse impact on it and -- or, | guess, or
3 you'll see what I'm talking about. Okay? 3 an unreasonable adverse impact on a historic resource that
4 So, the short answer is, really, the 4 is a significant building, district, or landscape from
5 benefits, both in economic and environmental, don't 5 this project.
6 materialize, and we have to find some other way to meet 6 MR. QUINLAN: Yes. So, I'm going to ask
7 our customers' needs for energy. 7 Lee Carbonneau, she's one of our environmental and
8 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Here are a couple| 8 historical resources scientists on the project. So, go
9 questions relating to the impact of the project on 9 ahead, Lee.
10 property values. How will this not depreciate our 10 MS. CARBONNEAU: Thanks, Bill. There
1 property, especially if our land is in sight of the -- | 1 has been quite a lot of historical research on this
12 guess, the view -- is in site view? Okay. And, what is 12 project. So, there are two parallel projects going
13 the economic impact on local land or homeowners on the 13 forward. The Department of Energy has their own experts
14 value of their land or homes? And, what mitigation 14 who are looking at historical resources, the Northern Pass
15 measures or dollar compensation is afforded them? 15 team also has experts looking at historical resources.
16 MR. QUINLAN: So, I'm going to turn this 16 There's a federal process called
17 over in a minute to Bob Clarke from our Project Team. But 17 "Section 106" of the National Historic Preservation Act,
18 1 will say one of the things we're doing, and we've been 18 and that is a process that outlines how you look for
19 now at it for a year or so, is really doing outreach to 19 historical resources, evaluate project impacts, and then
20 adjoining property owners up and down this route. I think 20 what you do to mitigate those.
21 we've had over 3,000 interactions now with landowners 21 So, so far, we have completed both
22 across the state. In many instances, we've been able to 22 aboveground and belowground, some belowground resource
23 answer questions, address concerns, and resolve issues. 23 surveys. We've got archeological surveys that have
24 This is the case-by-case local steps that | was talking 24 identified areas of sensitivity along the project area,
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1 that have also identified some existing archeological 1 Our intention is to, in many instances, offer full-time

2 sites and some new archeological sites. 2 employment to these apprentices when they become fully

3 In some locations, we have been able to 3 qualified. Whether they're with the Company or with the

4 shift the project footprint of structures away from those 4 contractor who's working on the Company's behalf.

5 locations. There are some where we may have some impacts 5 So, for those folks, you know, what

6 to archeological resources. The process that we have to 6 they're going to learn as a result of their involvement in

7 go through to identify what needs to be done, how 7 this project is a career. And, one, whether it's with

8 important those resources are, that's all part of a big 8 Eversource, with one of our contractors, or otherwise,

9 process that involves consultation with consulting groups, 9 it's going to extend well beyond the construction period.

10 the Division of Historical Resources in New Hampshire, and 10 Now, for a two and a half year

1 the lead federal agency, which is the Department of 1 construction project, that's a long-duration construction

12 Energy. And, that all happens through the Section 106 12 project. There are not many projects that you would see

13 process. 13 of that duration. So, when you talk to folks who are in

14 On the aboveground resource side, we've 14 the construction industry, this is a unique opportunity to

15 identified several historical properties that have the 15 put folks to work for an extended period of time here in

16 potential to have an adverse resource -- an adverse impact 16 the State of New Hampshire. Okay?

17 from the project. Out of -- we have information on almost 17 And, as | said earlier, we're going to

18 1,300 historical resources along the project route. Out 18 source these jobs, to the maximum extent possible,

19 of those, slightly less than 200 were found to have a 19 locally. One of the things we've done is had some of our

20 potential view of the project or could be visible from the 20 major contractors begin to outreach to local contractors,

21 project area. And, of those, only about a dozen were 21 to see what exactly can we source within the state. And,

22 found to have just a possibility of having an adverse 22 one of the things we're finding is, you know, there are

23 impact. Whether or not that, you know, that is the 23 some really good resources within this state that are

24 opinion of the historical resource experts that are 24 going to be very valuable in this project. | can't give
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1 working on it from Northern Pass. That information will 1 you an exact percentage at this point, because we're a

2 get provided to the Department of Energy, and their 2 year or more away from starting construction. But, thus

3 resource experts, as well as the Division of Historical 3 far, you know, we're seeing a really good correlation

4 Resources. And, through the consultation process, it will 4 between the types of skills and services and goods we need

5 be determined how important those impacts could be, what 5 to execute this project and what's available in this

6 kinds of mitigation can occur to reduce those impacts. 6 state.

7 And, that whole process gets worked through at the federal 7 There is no doubt we're going to have to

8 level in the Section 106 process, and has to be resolved 8 bring in some folks from out of state to actually fill

9 before the project can move forward. 9 every one of those 2,400 construction jobs. But I'm

10 MR. QUINLAN: Thank you. 10 optimistic that a good percentage is going to come right

1 THE MODERATOR: Thank you. Here's a 1 here from New Hampshire residents. And, you know, |

12 couple questions about jobs. What percentage of the jobs 12 think, thus far, our early indication is that's going to

13 created will be filled by local folks, versus experts from 13 be a reality. Thank you.

14 outside? And, will any jobs last longer than it takes to 14 THE MODERATOR: If the Northern Pass

15 complete the project? 15 Project goes through, what percentage of your power

16 MR. QUINLAN: Yes, on the second 16 generated will go to each individual New England state?

17 question, which is "are any jobs expected to last beyond 17 And, please be specific.

18 the project?” So, | mentioned earlier our Apprentice 18 MR. QUINLAN: Could you repeat that

19 Training Program, which, by the way, we've already 19 question?

20 launched and we've already brought in the first 15 20 THE MODERATOR: Yes. What percentage of

21 apprentices. So, they're out in the field learning a 21 the power generated by this project would go to each

22 skill and a trade. Our goal -- and that's just the first 22 individual New England state?

23 class. We're going to continue to add classes as we move 23 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. So, | mentioned the

24 forward with this project into the actual construction. 24 10 percent of the power that's being reserved for New
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1 Hampshire. Right? That's, in essence, going to be a firm 1 into megawatt-hours. But it's 100 megawatts of, in

2 power purchase agreement, where that 10 percent is fully 2 essence, capacity when we need it, which is during the

3 committed to our customers here in New Hampshire. The 3 peak hours. And, we'll run the math as to what that looks

4 other 90 percent of the power flowing over the line has 4 like on an annual basis. We'll get you an answer before

5 not been subscribed, meaning it has not been contracted 5 we break today.

6 for at this point. And, it's conceivable that that power 6 THE MODERATOR: Okay. How is the $80

7 would be sold into the open market, and not contracted for 7 million a year in lower energy costs calculated? And, are

8 on a long-term basis. Which means, basically, 8 there any documents made available to the public

9 Hydro-Quebec would deliver that power to Deerfield, New 9 apparently used to calculate that 80 million?

10 Hampshire. It would enter the grid, enter New England's 10 MR. QUINLAN: Yes. So, that's based

1 one wholesale market for power, and lower that cost of 1 upon an analysis by an expert, one of Economics

12 power. And, then, whoever's buying power in New England 12 International. They essentially look at "what's the

13 on any particular day would essentially be buying a slice 13 energy cost to New Hampshire customers without Northern

14 of this. 14 Pass?" And, then, you take the Northern Pass Project and

15 So, the short answer is, only the 15 you plug it into the model, and you look at "what does it

16 10 percent for New Hampshire has been committed. The 16 do to lower that?" So, it's a before and an after type of

17 other 90 percent at this point has not been committed to 17 analysis. Itis based upon a lot of different variables

18 to any other state in New England. 18 and assumptions. You know, what's the forward --

19 THE MODERATOR: Okay. The additional 19 projected forward price of energy in New England? What's

20 power from this project, how will that affect the cost of 20 the forward price of natural gas in New England? Which

21 electricity in New Hampshire, in dollars and 21 plants retire in New England? How many new plants are

22 kilowatt-hours? 22 built, and of what kind and at what price?

23 MR. QUINLAN: In dollars and 23 So, there are a lot of inputs into that

24 kilowatt-hours. Okay. So, in dollars, you know, there 24 model. But it's basically a before and after analysis.
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1 are two things that are going to result from this project 1 And, the driver of the savings is the suppression in the

2 to lower energy costs. The $80 million a year is a result 2 wholesale market clearing price for all of New England, a

3 of lowering the wholesale market price for all of New 3 portion of which serves New Hampshire.

4 England. Okay? So, that's one benefit that New Hampshire 4 What was the second question? Was there

5 customers will see. 5 a second question there?

6 The power purchase agreement that | just 6 THE MODERATOR: No.

7 mentioned for the remaining 10 percent, that's fully 7 MR. QUINLAN: Oh, the question was "will

8 committed to New Hampshire, is going to add incremental 8 the report be available?"

9 economic benefit to customers here in New Hampshire. 9 THE MODERATOR: Oh, yes. Okay.

10 So, right now, we're being very 10 MR. QUINLAN: And, the short answer is

1 conservative in estimating what that annual financial 1 "yes". We will be making public that expert analysis.

12 benefit to New Hampshire is. And, we're saying it's 12 But it uses a well-accepted approach to projecting future

13 $80 million. My view is there's a lot of upside to that 13 energy prices and savings or cost changes. But it will be

14 figure. 14 in the public domain.

15 And, the second question is on -- 15 THE MODERATOR: And, then, as a related

16 THE MODERATOR: Well, the -- 16 question, what about the 2 billion in GDP increase?

17 MR. QUINLAN: -- megawatt-hours? 17 MR. QUINLAN: That's unrelated to the

18 THE MODERATOR: Well, it said 18 energy cost savings, okay? So, those are incremental

19 "kilowatt". 19 benefits that are really driven by the jobs that are

20 MR. QUINLAN: Kilowatt-hours, okay. So, 20 created, the opportunities at a local level for services

21 we'll give you an answer to that later today. But it's 21 that are being provided to support the project execution.

22 100 megawatts of firm capacity during peak periods, which 22 So, that GDP effect is separate and apart or incremental

23 means 40 hours a week, during the highest priced peaks of 23 to the energy benefit. Okay? That also is based upon an

24 the week. So, we'll have to do the math to translate that 24 expert analysis that will be in the public domain, using a
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1 very common and accepted industry process and method for 1 range today from somewhere around 50 feet --

2 evaluating GDP effects. But all of this will be available 2 FROM THE FLOOR: Thirty-five.

3 to the public, so that you can take a look at the 3 MR. QUINLAN: -- perhaps there are some

4 assumptions and what drives the results that are 4 35, but | -- I don't believe that's true. We can check

5 mentioned. 5 that. But let me give you the range. So, it's roughly

6 THE MODERATOR: Two questions related to, 6 50 feet. There are structures on that current

7 the CO2 emission reductions. How did you calculate the 7 transmission right-of-way that are 95 feet, roughly.

8 CO2 emission reductions? And, how did you determine the 8 That's the existing transmission line. As | said earlier,

9 reductions would occur in New Hampshire? 9 the most common structure for the new line that would be

10 MR. QUINLAN: Yes. So, you know, the 10 in that same right-of-way running parallel would be

1 simple way of looking at emissions reductions is you look 1 80 feet. Now, there are some structures that are staller

12 at the existing generation fleet. You know, how do we 12 than the 80 feet, and some that are shorter, but, you

13 generate power today? What's the generation units needed 13 know, that's the range we're talking about. And, again,

14 to meet customer demand? And, what's the carbon footprint 14 we're in the same right-of-way running parallel to those

15 of those? So, today, there's nuclear plants, oil plants, 15 existing lines.

16 natural gas plants, coal plants. You then look at "what 16 THE MODERATOR: Okay.

17 would it be after Northern Pass is in service?" And, you 17 MR. QUINLAN: | just want to double

18 essentially take 1,000 megawatts of the existing fleet and 18 check. Am I right on the --

19 you allow it to go away, because it's not needed to meet 19 MR. JOHNSON: Forty-one (41) feel is the

20 customer demand. 20 low height, 97 feet is the tall height.

21 So, it's basically an elimination of the 21 [Audience interruption.]

22 carbon footprint of the 1,000 megawatts of least economic 22 MR. QUINLAN: So, the existing

23 generation in New England. So, it basically pushes it 23 current -- the existing current structures range from

24 out. So, today, that would likely be coal plants and oil 24 41 feet to 97 feet. Okay? And, the most common new
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1 plants. Those are the least economic units that we run 1 structure would be 80 feet.

2 today to meet customer demand. So, those plants, as | 2 THE MODERATOR: s that correct? Okay.

3 said earlier, absent Northern Pass, continue to operate, 3 All right. What is the estimated amount Northern

4 because they're going to be needed to meet the needs of 4 Pass/Hydro-Quebec will earn from this project annually, in

5 our customers. You put Northern Pass in, they go away, as 5 5 years, 10 years, 15 years?

6 do their emissions. That's the analysis. 6 MR. QUINLAN: So, I'm going to turn this

7 THE MODERATOR: And, how did you 7 question over to Jim Muntz. Jim is the President of our

8 determine the reductions that would occur in New 8 Transmission Operations for the three states that |

9 Hampshire? 9 referred to earlier, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New

10 MR. QUINLAN: The figure | shared, the 10 Hampshire. Jim.

1 3 million tons, is really -- it looks at New England's 1 MR. MUNTZ: Okay. So, Eversource's role

12 generation mix. You know, as we all know, carbon 12 and NPT's role in this project is to build the

13 emissions don't recognize borders between states -- 13 transmission, just like our role is to build any other

14 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Or countries. 14 transmission in New England, in our service territory.

15 MR. QUINLAN: -- or countries. So, you 15 We're really disconnected and have no part with the power

16 know, that's a -- that looks at the generation fleet for 16 sales. So, you know, HQ's profits are really up to

17 all of New England, not just New Hampshire. 17 whatever deals they can strike, whatever power purchase

18 THE MODERATOR: Okay. How tall are the |18 arrangements they can make. So, this is like any other

19 current structures in the right-of -- in the right-of-way 19 New England transmission project, as far as investment for

20 in New Hampton? Why should the tourists coming, | guess, 20 us.

21 gathering -- coming to the Lakes Region, why should they 21 Typically, you know, depending on how

22 suffer the visual blight of even taller towers? 22 it's financed, you're looking at probably, you know, an 8

23 MR. QUINLAN: So, | think, as to the 23 percent average return on the money needed to finance the

24 first question, subject to check, | think the structures 24 project. There's an equity and a debt piece of that. But
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1 the average earnings that we expect, which would decline 1 Standard?
2 over the life of the project, we would start, as it goes 2 MR. QUINLAN: My view of that is "no".
3 into service in the first year, somewhere in the 80 to 3 This project, you know, was originally conceived as a way
4 $90 million range per year. That's Eversource's profit 4 of meeting our clean energy goals. That was the original
5 for this. And, then, that declines as the asset 5 concept behind it. And, it's still one of the significant
6 depreciates over 40 years. 6 benefits that it derives. You know, if you think about
7 Typically, after an asset is fully 7 what we're trying to achieve through energy efficiency or
8 depreciated, the operating and maintenance expense is all 8 new clean supplies of electricity like this, is to
9 that's left. And, that's minimal, usually five to ten 9 basically reduce our emissions and carbon footprint to
10 percent. Occasionally, in a case like this, that would be 10 address climate change or global warming. That's the --
1 rolled into the regional costs. So, you know, that's our 1 that's the key. This is entirely complementary with an
12 investment story. 12 energy efficiency program.
13 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Is it 13 I'll add another way in which this
14 Eversource's intent to put some of their property holdings 14 actually increases potentially the amount of energy
15 into current use? If that is the case, would that not be 15 efficiency. We announced, as part of that ForwardNH Fund,
16 a reduction in revenue for the towns? So, it seems what 16 a focus on clean energy innovation. You know, one of the
17 you claim you will be giving with one -- on one hand, you 17 things we're specifically looking at is "how do we make
18 will be taking with the other. 18 investments in the clean energy sector, including
19 MR. QUINLAN: Could you repeat that 19 potentially energy efficiency, to further that important
20 question, -- 20 objective?" So, we've identified it as a focus area.
21 THE MODERATOR: Okay. 21 It's incremental environmental benefit from the project
22 MR. QUINLAN: -- to make sure | 22 itself. But it's clearly something we're very focused on.
23 understand it. 23 So, | personally believe that the energy efficiency and
24 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Is it 24 our need for more of that is very complementary to what
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1 Eversource's intent to put some of their property holdings 1 the objectives of this project are.
2 into current use, which would reduce the property taxes on 2 THE MODERATOR: Why did you choose
3 that? If that is the case, would that not be a reduction 3 Deerfield as the termination point for Northern Pass?
4 in revenue for the towns? So, -- 4 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. I'm going to turn
5 MR. QUINLAN: Oh, okay. I've got it. 5 that one to the Project Team?
6 THE MODERATOR: Yes. 6 MR. MUNTZ: Sure. As we looked at the
7 MR. QUINLAN: I've got it. 7 project initially, there's lots of ways to do this. And,
8 THE MODERATOR: Okay. 8 we looked at where the converter would be. We could have
9 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. You know, for 9 put it just over the border. You can actually -- you need
10 properties that we own that are going to be used for 10 two converters, you need to convert, okay? You need to
1 purposes of this project, you know, obviously, we're going 1 keep the Canadian system and the New England system
12 to continue to own them, the project will be sited on 12 separate, because they have some different characteristics
13 them, and that combination will generate the tax revenues 13 that aren't compatible. So, you need two converters. We
14 that we were referring to earlier. That's where the 14 could have put both converters up right near the border.
15 $30 million estimate comes from. It's the -- basically, 15 The only problem with that, when you start looking at the
16 the cost of the project, including those properties we 16 impact of this project on the system, you have to deliver
17 own. 17 it to a strong point, a strong electrical point.
18 The 5,000 acres that | was referring to 18 If we put the converter up there and
19 earlier, we don't intend to use for the project. So, 19 dropped a thousand megawatts in the far north, we would
20 they're not factored into the tax calculation and the tax 20 have to build two AC lines up to the converters. And, we
21 figures that we shared with you, the $30 million. 21 felt that was more of an impact than one line coming down
22 THE MODERATOR: Will the Northern Pass | 22 the state to a relatively strong delivery point, which is
23 Project create a disincentive towards greater energy 23 actually in Deerfield.
24 efficiency, such as through an Energy Efficiency Resource 24 Now, when we looked "where is a good
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1 point to put the converter?” We wanted to look at where 1 THE MODERATOR: You seem to understand
2 our route terminus would be. And, then, what -- how do we 2 the importance of tourism to the state, as you have
3 get from wherever that converter would be on over to 3 acquiesced to bury the line in the White Mountains. Are
4 Deerfield? So, we, you know, looked at land parcels and 4 you aware that the Lakes Region -- Lakes Region garnish
5 so forth, and found a good location near the existing AC 5 more tourism dollars and will be greatly impacted by
6 right-of-way. And, we ended up with that as the best 6 impaired viewscapes?
7 balanced choice. 7 MR. QUINLAN: Certainly aware of the
8 THE MODERATOR: Is there any technical 8 importance of tourism to New Hampshire. You know, that
9 reason you chose not to continue burial into New Hampton? 9 also came loud and clear as we listened to stakeholders
10 MR. QUINLAN: A technical reason? So, | 10 across the state. And, it wasn't just limited to the
1 will say that, you know, one of the things we have been 1 White Mountain National Forest or that area of the region.
12 focused on in striking the balance, | think | said it 12 It's, obviously, an important economic driver for the
13 earlier, which is, you know, the technical aspect of this. 13 entirety of this state.
14 This fundamentally has to be a project that uses a proven 14 Our ForwardNH Fund also identifies
15 technology, and we know it's going to work when we 15 tourism as a focus area. So, we have the four focus
16 energize it, and it operates reliably. 16 areas. | mentioned the clean energy innovation, community
17 It's one of the reasons we scaled down 17 investment, tourism, okay? We specifically picked
18 the size of the project. So, you know, when we looked at 18 tourism, because we understand it's important. And, we
19 the decision to underground more of the project, you know, 19 think, by deploying a portion of that fund in this
20 there is a 1,200-megawatt cable technology that has been 20 critical area, we can have a positive impact on tourism
21 introduced, of the same design as the one we're going with 21 here in this state. And, we've already had some
22 here, which is 1,000 megawatts. It's not in commercial 22 initiatives come forward that we really think would
23 use anywhere in the United States. And, we didn't want to 23 deliver significant benefits in this space to the State of
24 be the first-of-a-kind introducing that in a project of 24 New Hampshire.
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1 this importance, with this type of investment, where we're 1 So, the short answer is, we clearly are
2 not comfortable with the technological risk. 2 aware of the importance of tourism. We're going to do
3 So, that's what led to the decision to 3 what we can around this project, to ensure that we don't
4 go to 1,000 megawatts. Now, we got to 1,000. Even at 4 have a negative effect. And, | think we're going to have
5 1,000 megawatts, this 60 miles of underground construction 5 some opportunities to actually have a very positive effect
6 will be the longest underground construction in North 6 on tourism as a result of those local investments that we
7 America using this cable. Okay? So, we'll be, you know, 7 intend to make.
8 I'll say "innovating" in a way, in that we're pushing that 8 THE MODERATOR: Please comment on the
9 envelope for the use of this particular cable. We do see 9 New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources' initial
10 instances overseas where it's been used successfully. 10 evaluation of Northern Pass's evaluation and survey of
1 But, you know, we feel comfortable with that technological 1 visual impacts to state historic resources along the
12 risk. 12 proposed route.
13 You know, can you go further? We think 13 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. I'll turn that over
14 you probably can go further, from a technical perspective, 14 to Lee.
15 using this type of cable. There is a limit as to how far 15 MS. CARBONNEAU: Could you repeat that
16 you would want to go technologically. 16 question please.
17 Now, | mentioned at the outset, the 17 THE MODERATOR: Please comment on the
18 reason we landed on the 60 miles was one of balance. And, 18 New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources' initial
19 it's not just a "technical" question, you have to factor 19 evaluation of Northern Pass's evaluation and survey of
20 in the economics of more underground construction. From a 20 visual impacts to state historic resources along the
21 balance perspective, we landed on 60 miles of underground 21 proposed route.
22 construction as being technological acceptable, addressing 22 MS. CARBONNEAU: Okay. The Division of
23 the view impacts that we've heard the most about, and 23 Historical Resources actually has not yet commented on the
24 being economic. Okay? 24 Northern Pass Team's historical resources evaluation.
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1 That's being prepared now. That information is -- we have 1 using herbicides; it's mechanical.
2 provided them with some preliminary information. They 2 The wetlands and the water bodies are
3 will receive the rest of that information in our SEC 3 protected throughout that. There's a permit that
4 application. 4 identifies what they can and cannot do. Vernal pools are
5 But they have commented on the 5 generally not impacted. For the most part, in a wetland
6 Department of Energy's historical resource survey, the 6 situation, the vegetation is already maintained in shrub
7 aboveground portion. The Department of Energy's experts 7 vegetation or low emergent vegetation, and that is usually
8 have submitted project area forms for the project area. 8 maintained. So, you know, where it's unnecessary to cut
9 They have submitted four separate documents, broken down 9 shrubs, because they never get tall enough to be a problem
10 by region throughout the state. 10 in the lines, then those are left alone.
1 I really can't comment on their 1 THE MODERATOR: What does your research
12 comments. It's not something that has been directed 12 tell you about wildlife corridor disruptions in buried
13 towards us. They are beholding to the lead federal 13 rights-of-ways?
14 agency, which is the Department of Energy, and their team 14 MS. CARBONNEAU: Hi again.
15 will handle the comments that are received on those 15 THE MODERATOR: So, Lee, let me repeat
16 project area forms. 16 that.
17 THE MODERATOR: Okay. What will be your | 17 MS. CARBONNEAU: Yes. Thank you.
18 methods of maintaining the rights-of-way, especially the 18 THE MODERATOR: | think it's asking if
19 vernal pools and wetlands? 19 there's a difference between wildlife disruption if
20 MR. QUINLAN: Okay. So, thisis a 20 they're overhead or buried, I'm not sure, but I'll read
21 question of "vernal pools and wetlands", perhaps Lee. 21 the question exactly as it is. What does your research
22 MS. CARBONNEAU: I'm sorry. Could your |22 tell you about wildlife corridor disruptions in buried
23 repeat that again. Sorry. 23 rights-of-ways?
24 THE MODERATOR: You didn't expect two in| 24 FROM THE FLOOR: Can I respond to that
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1 a row, right? 1 or not? No? Okay.
2 MS. CARBONNEAU: No. 2 MS. CARBONNEAU: Okay.
3 THE MODERATOR: All right. What will be 3 MR. QUINLAN: So, maybe address it this
4 your methods of maintaining the rights-of-way, especially 4 way. Address regular rights-of-way, and, then, obviously,
5 the vernal pools and wetlands? 5 most of our burial is in state roadways here, so --
6 MS. CARBONNEAU: Okay. The methods for| 6 FROM THE FLOOR: It is my question.
7 managing vegetation in the rights-of-way will be 7 I've asked that I clarify the question.
8 consistent with the way it's been done all along, 8 THE MODERATOR: That's your question?
9 through -- certainly, through New Hampton and most of the 9 All right. Just a second, sir. Come up to the microphone
10 project area. The new lines are going to be collocated in 10 then.
1 a right-of-way that's already being managed. 1 FROM THE FLOOR: Okay. Itis my
12 The management generally involves 12 question. And, it's kind of hard to --
13 trimming of vegetation mechanically every three to five 13 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Sir, just ask the
14 years or a little bit more. The goal is to, obviously, 14 question.
15 maintain the clearance that's necessary for safety 15 FROM THE FLOOR: Okay. What | meant
16 purposes between the conductors and the vegetation. So, 16 was, have you found in your research anything about the
17 generally, anything that gets over about 20 feet needs to 17 disruption of -- I'm talking about the corridor of the
18 be cut. That happens whether it's in wetlands or in 18 wildlife movement and your buried -- any burial of lines?
19 uplands throughout the right-of-way. 19 Does that make sense? I'm talking about, do animals
20 But that work is generally done through 20 continue to go over lines that have already previously
21 permitting process with the State of New Hampshire, 21 been buried? | have never heard it.
22 following best management practices. There is an actual 22 THE MODERATOR: Okay. All right. Thank
23 manual that has been developed, and it's being used by 23 you.
24 Eversource in New Hampshire. And, it doesn't involve 24 FROM THE FLOOR: That's all.
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1 MS. CARBONNEAU: All right. Thank you. 1 add, beyond this project, there's a body of research

2 That helps. Generally, | think a buried corridor, as well 2 that's being done by universities across the Northeast on

3 as an aboveground corridor, has an area where the 3 this early successional habitat, particularly in

4 vegetation needs to be maintained in a low cover. 4 transmission corridors. They look at the shrub areas.

5 Obviously, in an aerial line, it's because of clearance 5 And, there are quite a number of endangered species that

6 problems. In a buried line, you don't want trees with 6 actually have found that to be a very positive habitat.

7 deep roots growing over your lines. 7 You know, | think the New England cottontail, you've seen

8 So, in both cases, you'll have a 8 a lot of press around that, and many other similar

9 corridor of some width that is maintained in low cover, 9 species, that find that to be attractive areas.

10 and that may be different from what's adjacent to it. So, 10 So, there is a developing body of

1 you may have this corridor that's maintained running 1 research around the positive benefits of having some

12 through a forested area, for example. 12 linear corridors that are shrub in nature.

13 We have done some research on that for 13 FROM THE FLOOR: Thank you.

14 this project, because we will have a new corridor up 14 THE MODERATOR: You've said that you

15 north, where we have some cleared vegetation. That 15 intend to file an application with the SEC in October. To

16 corridor is 120 feet wide. And, we are looking into 16 have a complete application, you must show you have

17 both -- there are three main issues associated with that. 17 control and access to the route you propose. Are you

18 So, the first issue is, if it runs through a forested 18 negotiating with the New Hampshire DOT for permission to

19 area, you've obviously lost some forest canopy and forest 19 use the state road right-of-ways? When do you expect to

20 habitat. The second issue is, you may have an edge 20 finalize any such agreement?

21 effect. Where you didn't have an edge before, you will 21 MR. HODGDON: The highways that are

22 now have an edge. And, edges are important. Because, in 22 proposed for the underground section, for the most part,

23 some cases, they change what kinds of animals can traverse 23 there are a couple up in the North Country, in that 8-mile

24 those areas. Sometimes they bring more predators to an 24 section, that are local roads. Part of Bear Rock Road, as
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1 area where that was not the case before. The third item 1 was mentioned earlier, is one, and Old County Road and

2 is, if you have fragmenting of large forest blocks. And, 2 North Hill Road. Those are local roads. But the bulk of

3 we have done some analysis of that with some modeling. 3 the roads around the White Mountain Forest, which is

4 In all of those cases, the project has 4 52 miles, | think is the number, those are all

5 found that these -- the new corridor through the North 5 state-maintained, state-owned right-of-ways. And, we have

6 Country is not going to have a really major effect on any 6 been in discussions with DOT.

7 of those things. That is, the modeling has shown that the 7 They have, as you probably realize just

8 fragmentation of forest blocks is actually fairly minimal. 8 by driving around and living in New Hampshire, utilities

9 There are other fragmenting features up there already. 9 are in public roads all over the state. And, they have an

10 This will not contribute substantially to that. There's a 10 established procedure, what's called the "Utility

1 minor effect. 1 Accommodation Manual”, which we have to comply with. And,

12 There is a little bit of edge effect. 12 we are in discussions with them about using those roads,

13 That's really difficult to quantify. But there are other 13 and what they're going to require, and what the steps are

14 items in roadways, access roads, logging roads that 14 to go through that.

15 already do that as well. The loss of forest canopy cover, 15 So, the answer to the question, | think

16 when you look at how much forest canopy there is in the 16 the question was "have we been in discussions with them?"

17 North Country, that's also a relatively minor effect. 17 Yes, we have been. We are -- they are ongoing. They do

18 So, we have evaluated that. That 18 not have the application yet. They will get that at the

19 information will be included in our SEC application. For 19 time of the filing of the SEC, that will be part of that

20 the underground route, again, that's going to be in 20 filing. But they are aware of the project, they are aware

21 roadways or in the shoulder. And, so, we're not expecting 21 of the intention. And, it's a very significant project,

22 that to have an effect. 22 from their point of view, because of the impacts on the

23 FROM THE FLOOR: Thank you. 23 public highways.

24 MR. QUINLAN: And, | would say, just to 24 So, it's, you know, they're well aware
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1 of it. They are putting together a team to review it, and 1 that they're going to commit, you know, a piece of their

2 to consult with us and work through the process. They 2 system power to that market and they're going to make a

3 have an established process for doing it. 3 profit. Okay?

4 THE MODERATOR: All right. And, so, 4 So, our profit just comes from the

5 we're running out of time. And, I'm just going to ask, 5 infrastructure. So, you know, our interest would be "hey,

6 this is a question about New Hampton. How many towers 6 let's go build a 5 billion transmission project.”

7 will be along the 7.3 miles in New Hampton, then, in 7 Eversource would make more money, but it's not going to

8 parentheses, (new and relocated)? 8 happen, because the power supplier isn't going to be

9 MR. QUINLAN: Maybe Sam. Sam, again,is | 9 willing to do it. And, most importantly, the customers

10 one of our project engineers. 10 that are paying for both, on the other end, eventually,

11 THE MODERATOR: They're counting. 1 there's customers on the other end that are going to pay

12 MR. JOHNSON: So, in New Hampton, DC 12 for both. They're going to look at it and say "this

13 structures, the new structures, there will be 63 13 doesn't make any sense."

14 structures. And, relocated 115 structures, there will be 14 I'll give you an example. There's a lot

15 19. 15 of wind resource in New England, in northern Maine, and,

16 THE MODERATOR: Okay. And, finally,and | 16 you know, far reaches of Vermont and New Hampshire. And,

17 I'm not sure if this has been asked or not, but what is 17 that wind resource costs so much, and the system can't

18 the ROI rate, the return of investment, for the proposed 18 absorb any more. They really need a long transmission

19 Northern Pass? And, how long to pay it off and turn 19 line, okay, down to the load centers to make that, you

20 profit? 20 know, to make that wind able to be connected to the grid

21 MR. QUINLAN: Jim. And, this goes back 21 and to get it to where the load is. And, nobody is

22 to Jim's earlier answer about how, in essence, our 22 willing to pay the cost of that new wind generation and

23 investment is recovered, and then the return that we would 23 the long transmission line, as good as wind sounds, part

24 receive from making the investment. Again, this is part 24 of that is because the wind is only going to give you
{SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15} {SEC 2015-06}[Laconia Meeting-Presentation/Q&A]{09-10-15}

66 68

1 of the Transmission Support Agreement that was submitted 1 about 30 percent capacity on that line, okay? It's only

2 to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2 going to be blowing 30 percent of the time. The

3 MR. MUNTZ: Right. And, like other 3 hydropower can flow all the time. You know, they have a

4 investments in New England, transmission that we've made, 4 very high capacity factor, so they spread the cost of the

5 regulated by FERC, we've got an agreed on contractual rate 5 transmission over more megawatts that are delivered.

6 with them, that's similar to and indexed to the existing 6 That's why we feel this project is viable at a certain

7 FERC return on equity piece of this. We would typically 7 cost.

8 finance this like a utility would finance it, with half 8 MR. QUINLAN: And, | would add, because

9 debt and half equity. You end up with about, you know, an 9 I think this is an important question, and maybe an

10 8 percent money cost. This is amortized over 40 years. 10 opportunity to clear up a misconception. There is a

1 So, it's basically a 40-year mortgage on the project, 1 misconception that I've heard that, you know, "to the

12 that's half financed by debt and half equity, just, you 12 extent we, we, Eversource, keep project costs low, we

13 know, for example. 13 would make more money or a greater profit.” That's not

14 THE MODERATOR: All right. And, the 14 the way a regulated business works. We receive a return

15 second part of that question, if the entire project was 15 on the investment we make.

16 buried, how long would it take to pay it off and turn a 16 So, to Jim's point, if there is a larger

17 profit, with the return of investment? 17 investment, meaning a more expensive project, the

18 MR. MUNTZ: Well, it still would be 40 18 associated return is larger. And, | know that may be

19 years. And, it would be amortized over 40 years for us, 19 counterintuitive to some, but that's the way a regulated

20 but our piece of this is only the transmission. To do any 20 industry operates. And, we talked about franchise rights

21 of these projects, to have them, you know, be viable, you 21 earlier today, that's the business model for a regulated

22 really need a power supplier that's willing to pay for the 22 utility.

23 cost of the transmission, and understand the market on the 23 THE MODERATOR: Okay. Thank you,

24 other side enough that they're going to feel comfortable 24 Mr. Quinlan. That ends the questions, the
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highways [2] 63/21 64/23

Hill [1] 64/2

historic [5] 35/23 36/3 36/17 56/11 56/20
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5/23 6/1 6/7 6/10 8/15 8/20 9/3 9/8 23/3
23/10 37/17 38/1 57/1 57/2 57/3 62/19
infrastructure [4] 17/8 22/16 22/18 67/5
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instances [5] 22/5 31/24 34/22 39/1 54/10
intend [5] 17/4 28/13 50/19 56/7 63/15
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just [27] 10/16 16/22 19/7 19/15 21/4 24/1
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51/8 66/3 66/8

likely [4] 28/23 33/6 33/14 45/24
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61/5 61/6 67/19 67/23 68/1

linear [1] 63/12

lines [10] 11/5 30/16 35/21 47/15 52/20
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looks [4] 35/12 43/3 46/11 46/16
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66/4

main [1] 61/17

Maine [1] 67/15

maintain [1] 58/15

maintained [6] 59/6 59/8 61/4 61/9 61/11
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megawatts [13] 12/24 13/1 19/22 21/19
42/22 43/1 45/18 45/22 52/19 53/22 54/4
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62/16 67/17

multiple [2] 7/17 32/9

multiyear [1] 18/24

municipal [1] 32/8

municipalities [1] 17/20

Muntz [2] 2/10 48/7

must [3] 5/11 5/18 63/16
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