
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
SITE EVALUATION COMMITTEE 

Docket No. 2015-06 
Joint Application of Northern Pass Transmission LLC 

and Public Service Company of New Hampshire 
d/b/a Eversource Energy for a Certificate of Site and Facility 

August 15,2017 

REPORT OF THIRD PREHEARING CONFERENCE 

Background 

The third prehearing conference in the adjudicative phase of this docket was held on 

August 9, 2017. An Order and Notice of the prehearing conference was issued on July 26, 2017. 

Counsel to the Committee, Michael J. Iacopino, served as the presiding officer. This 

memorandum serves as a report and summary of the prehearing conference pursuant to RSA 

541-A:31, V( d). The prehearing conference was recorded verbatim. In order to get a more 

detailed understanding of the prehearing conference, the reader should review the transcript once 

filed. 

Participants 

Appearances were taken at the beginning of the prehearing conference. A list of 

attendees is attached to this report. Pamela Monroe, Administrator of the Site Evaluation 

Committee and Iryna Dore of the Brennan Lenehan law firm were also present on behalf of the 

Subcommittee. 

General Discussion 

An agenda for the prehearing conference was circulated and a copy is attached to this 

report. The primary purpose of the prehearing conference was to identify the remaining 
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witnesses and estimate the total time necessary to complete the adjudicative hearings. The 

agenda also included a discussion of the final briefing schedule. 

Remaining Applicant Witnesses 

The presiding officer requested that the parties identify the estimated time required for 

cross-examination of the remaining witnesses of the Applicant. The following estimated times 

were provided: 

Applicant's Historic and Cultural Resources Panel 
C. Widell and V. Bunker 

Counsel for the Public 30 minutes 
Society for Protection of New Hampshire 2 hours 30 minutes 
Forests 
Municipal Groups 1 hour 
Clarksville-Stewartstown (combined group of 30 minutes 
intervenors) 
Dummer, Stark, and Northumberland- 30 minutes 
Abutting Property Owners 
Stark, Lancaster, Whitefield, Dalton, and 30 minutes 
Bethlehem- Non-Abutting Property Owners 
Deerfield - Abutting Property Owners 2 hours 
Ashland, Northfield, Canterbury, Allenstown, 15 minutes 
and Concord - Abutting Property Owners 
NGOs (AMC and CLF) 15 minutes 
Historical NGOs 1 hour 30 minutes 
Total (estimated) 9 hours 30 minutes 
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Applicant's Panel on Orderly 

Party 
Aesthetic Impacts Development 

of the Region 
T. DeWan and J. 

Kimball R. Varney 

Counsel for the Public 1.5 days 4 hours 
Municipal Groups 1 hour 1 hour 
Municipal Group 2 1 hour 2 hours 
Municipal Group 3 South 2 hours 1 hour 
Grafton County Commissioners 45 minutes 1 hour 30 

minutes 
Society for Protection ofNew Hampshire Forests 4 hours 30 minutes 3 hours 
NGOs (AMC and CLF) 1 hour 15 minutes 
Clarksville-Stewartstown (combined group of 20 minutes No questions 
intervenors) 
Dummer, Stark, and Northumberland - Abutting 30 minutes 45 minutes 
Property Owners 
Whitefield, Dalton, and Bethlehem - Abutting 15 minutes 15 minutes 
Property Owners Intervenors 
Bethlehem to Plymouth - Abutting Property 30 minutes 30 minutes 
Owners (underground ~ortion) 
Ashland, Northfield, Canterbury, Allenstown, and 15 minutes 15 minutes 
Concord - Abutting Property Owners 
Deerfield - Abutting Property Owners 2 hours 1 hour 
Ashland to Deerfield- Non-Abutting Property 1 hour 15 minutes 15 minutes 
Owners 
Bethlehem-Plymouth- Non-Abutting Property 30 minutes 30 minutes 
Owners 
Historic Organizations 3 hours No questions 
Pemigewasset River Local Advisory Committee 45 minutes 35 minutes 
Total (estimated) 28.5 hours 17 hours 
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Order of Presentation of Witnesses by Counsel for the Public and Intervenors 

The parties agreed to the following order of presentation of witnesses by Counsel for the 

Public and the Intervenors. The witnesses to be presented as a panel are contained in the same 

cell: 

Business and Organizations with Economic Interests Allen Bouthillier 

Leslie Otten 

Joe Casey 
Tiler Eaton 

City of Franklin and City of Berlin Paul Grenier 
Elizabeth Dragon (substitution witness 
to be determined) 

Counsel for the Public Construction Panel: 
AdamZysk, 
Brenden Alexander 
David L. Taylor, Jr. 
Earle C.(Rusty) Bascom 
Local Economic Benefits Panel 
Dr. Nicolas 0. Rockier 
Thomas E. Kavet 
Cultural and Historic Resources 
Patricia O'Donnell 
Environmental Panel 
Michael Lew-Smith 
Jeff Parsons 
Michal Amaral 
Scott Reynolds 
Aesthetics Panel 
Michael Buscher 
James Palmer 
Jeremy Owens 
Market/Economy 
Samuel Newell 
J urgen Weiss 

Joint Municipal Groups George E. Sansoucy 
Municipal Group 1-North TBD 
Municipal Group 1-South Bethlehem 

Cassandra Laleme 
Cheryl K. Jensen 
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Northumberland 
Edwin Mellett 
Whitefield: 
Wendy Hersom 
Frank Lombardi 
Lise Moran 

Municipal Group 2 Easton 
Robert Thibault 
Jim Collier 
Kris Pastoriza 
Franconia 
Eric Meth 
Sugar Hill 
Margaret Connors 
Plymouth 
Brian Murphy 

Municipal Group 3-North New Hampton 
Barbara Lucas 
Daniel Moore 
Kenneth Kettenring 
Neil Irvine 
Bristol 
Nicholas Coates 

Municipal Group 3-South Pembroke 
AmmyHeiser 
David M. Jodoin 
Stephanie Verdile 
Deerfield 
Andrew Robertson 
Kate Hartnett 
Concord 
Beth Fenstermacher 
Edward Roberge 
Heather Shank 
Gail Matson and Candace Bouchard 
Jan McClure and Kristine Tardiff 
Rick Van De Poll 
Peter Scott 

Grafton County Commissioners Linda Lauer 
Society for the Protection ofNH Forests Jane Difley 

Will Abbott 
Donald Bilodeau 
Diane Bilodeau 
Dawn Bilodeau Scribner 
Dana Bilodeau 
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Raymond Lobdell 
Harry Dodson 
Dean Wilber 
Kelly O'Brien Normandeau 
Lore Moran Dodge and Lisa Moran 
John Conkling 

Appalachian Mountain Club, Conservation Law Chris Thayer 
Foundation, and Ammonoosuc Conservation Trust Dr. David Publicover 
(NGOs) Dr. Kenneth Kimball 

Larry Garland 
NEPGA WilliamS. Fowler 
Clarksville and Stewartstown- Abutting and Non Panel for Video 
Abutting (combined groups of intervenors) Bradley J. Thompson 

John and Cindy Lou Arney 
Don and Diane Bilodeau 
Jason Balint 
Bette Guerin 
John Harrigan 
E. Martin Kaufman 
Roderick McAllaster 
Bradley J. Thompson 
John Petrofsky 
Stephan T. Nix 
Roderick Moore 
David Schrier 
Joshua Olson 
Rodrigue Beland 

Dummer, Stark, and Northumberland- Abutting Karen Johnson-Spencer 
Property Owners Eric and Margaret Jones 

Susan Percy 
Whitefield, Dalton, and Bethlehem - Abutting Property Peter Powell 
Intervenors Bruce and Sondra Brekke 

David Van Houten 
James and Judy Ramsdell 
Tim and Brigitte White 
Elmer and Claire Lupton 

Bethlehem to Plymouth - Abutting Property Owners Video 
(underground portion) Eric and Barbara Meyer 

Robert Thibault 
Russell and Lydia Cumbee 
Walter Palmer 
Kathryn Ting 
Carl and Barbara Lakes 
Bruce Ahem 
Peter and Mary Grote 
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Peter Grote 
Bruce Ahern 
Dr. Campbell McLaren 
Carl Lakes 
Walter Palmer 
Kathryn Ting 

Ashland, Northfield, Canterbury, Allenstown, and Mary Lee 
Concord - Abutting Property Owners Michelle Kleindienst 
Deerfield - Abutting Property Owners D. Scott Newman 

Joint Testimonl:: of Deerfield 
Abutters 
Erick and Kathleen Berglund 
Jeanne Menard 
JoAnne Bradbury 
Roberto Cote 
Bruce Adami 

Philip H. Bilodeau and Joan C. Bilodeau Philip H. Bilodeau 
Joan C. Bilodeau 

Stark, Lancaster, Whitefield, Dalton, and Bethlehem - Rebecca Weeks Sherrill More 
Non-Abutting Property Owners 
Ashland to Deerfield- Non-Abutting Property Owners F. Maureen Quinn 

Madelyn and Thomas Foulkes 
The Webster Family Group 
Elisha Gray 
Jeanne Menard 

Historical Organizations Carl Martland 
Pemigewasset River Local Advisory Committee Max Stamp 

Barry Draper 
Gretchen Draper 

At the prehearing conference the parties discussed the amount of time each party expects 

to require for the cross-examination each of witness or witness panel. After review of those 

estimates it appears that the anticipated cross-examinations will require approximately thirty-

nine additional hearing days. See attached spreadsheet. 
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Order of Cross-Examination. 

The parties agreed to the following order of cross-examination of Counsel for the 

Public's and the Intervenors' witnesses: 

1. Counsel for the Public; 

2. Municipal Group 1-North; 

3. Municipal Group 1-South; 

4. Municipal Group 2; 

5. Municipal Group 3-North; 

6. Municipal Group 3-South; 

7. Grafton County Commissioners; 

8. Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests; 

9. Appalachian Mountain Club, Conservation Law Foundation, and Ammonoosuc 
Conservation Trust, as a group; 

10. NEPGA; 

11. Clarksville and Stewartstown - Abutting and Non Abutting Property Owners; 

12. Dummer, Stark, and Northumberland - Abutting Property Owners; 

13. Whitefield, Dalton, and Bethlehem- Abutting Property Owners; 

14. Bethlehem to Plymouth- Abutting Property Owners; 

15. Ashland, Northfield, Canterbury, Allenstown, and Concord- Abutting Property 
Owners; 

16. Deerfield - Abutting Property Owners; 

17. Phillip H. Bilodeau and Joan C. Bilodeau; 

18. Stark, Lancaster, Whitefield, Dalton, and Bethlehem - Non-Abutting Property 
Owners; 
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19. Bethlehem to Plymouth- Non-Abutting Property Owners; 

20. Ashland to Deerfield- Non-Abutting Property Owners; 

21. Sugar Hill Historical Museum, NH Preservation Alliance and National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, North Country Scenic Byways Council; 

22. Pemigewasset River Local Advisory Committee; 

23. Wagner Forest Management; 

24. Business and Organizations with Economic Interests; 

25. City of Franklin and City of Berlin; and 

26. Applicant 

Scope of Cross-Examination and "Friendly Cross-Examination" 

The parties were reminded that improper "friendly cross-examination" will be 

discouraged in accordance with the Order on Applicant's Motion for Clarification (Friendly 

Examination) dated March 31, 2017. The estimated time needed for cross-examination by 

similarly aligned intervenors suggests that some intervenors are anticipating cross-examination 

that would be improper friendly cross-examination. The parties are reminded again that cross-

examination will be limited to matters raised in the direct testimony of witnesses and should not 

be used to simply repeat a witness's direct testimony. The presiding officer may exclude 

irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious cross-examination or cross-examination that is not 

required for a full and true disclosure ofthe facts. See RSA 541-A:33, II, IV. 

Final Briefing Schedule 

The parties took the following positions on the scheduling of final briefs: 

• The Applicant proposed that parties other than the Applicant be required to file their 
final briefs within two weeks after conclusion of the adjudicative hearings. The 
Applicant agreed to file a reply brief within three (3) days thereafter. The Applicant 
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argued that fundamental due process requires that the party with the burden of proof 
should be permitted to file the final reply brief. 

• The Municipalities proposed that the Applicant should be required to file the opening 
brief and the other parties should file briefs in response. The Municipalities further 
proposed that the Applicant be allowed to file a reply brief thereafter. In the 
alternative, the Municipalities argued that all parties should be required to file their 
briefs within four weeks of the closing of the record and reply briefs thereafter. 

• Other parties argued that all parties should file simultaneous briefs within four to six 
weeks of the closing of the record and be given an opportunity to file reply briefs, if 
needed. 

The parties were advised that the Chairman would make a final decision on the 

scheduling of briefs as part of a procedural order. 

The parties were advised that the Committee's administrative rules do not set forth page 

limits for briefs. The parties were encouraged, however, to draft their briefs in an organized and 

succinct manner. The parties were further encouraged to cite to the record and exhibits and were 

reminded that it is not necessary to file referenced exhibits with the briefs. Any brief that 

exceeds twenty-five pages in length should have a table of contents. 

Unless otherwise allowed by the Chairman, each intervenor group shall file one brief. If 

the members of an intervenor group wish to file separate briefs they shall first seek permission 

by a motion and explain the need to file separately. 

The parties requested that the Subcommittee provide a uniform citation system to the 

transcripts that will be followed by the parties in the briefs. 

Other Business. 

Some parties asserted that the Applicant failed to provide documentation that it agreed to 

provide during the adjudicative hearings, e.g. revised maps and a business directory. The 

Applicant disputed that it agreed to provide the revised maps. The parties were advised to 

review the transcripts to identify with specificity all requests that are outstanding. 
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Some parties asserted that the Applicant failed to disclose, in a timely manner, via 

"Sharefile," requests for exceptions that were filed with the Department of Transportation (DOT) 

and rulings on the requests. The Applicant explained that it accumulated the exception rulings 

from DOT on a monthly basis and then disclosed them as a group. The Applicant could not 

confirm whether all DOT exception requests and responses in the Applicant's possession were 

disclosed to the parties. The Applicant was encouraged to upload the requests for exceptions and 

the DOT responses as soon as they are received by the Applicant. 

Some parties claim that the Applicant failed to provide a "Cultural Landscape 

Assessment Report" that was filed with the Department of Historical Resources. The Applicant 

could neither deny nor confirm this information at the time of the prehearing conference. It was 

requested that The Applicant follow-up on this inquiry. The parties were encouraged to directly 

contact the Department of Historical Resources for specific information. 

Upon request of the parties, the Applicant confirmed that it will not be filing an 

"alternative" power purchase agreement with the Subcommittee. 

Recommendation 

The Subcommittee should schedule a substantial number of additional hearing days in 

order to accommodate the estimated time for examinations. 

The prehearing conference was adjourned. 

.... 

Michael J. Iacopino 
Counsel to the Site Evaluation Committee 
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• • c 0 ' F G H I J ' L M N 0 p R s 1 v 
Applicant BUS CFP JTMUNI Grofton SPNF NGO NEPGA Cbrksville· Dummer· Whilefltld Bethlehem- Ashland· Deerfield Ashl:>nd · Bethlehem· HIST Pemi 

Sle\,artstown Nonhwuberland Bc:lhlebem Plymouth Coocord Dcetfield P~1110Uth 
I TOTAL 

Counsel for the Public Construction Panel: Adam Zysk, 
Brenden Ale~cr 
Da\'id L. Taylor, Jr., 

f-l. 
EarleC.(Rusty) Bascom 

90 10 60 60 90 180 30 15 30 30 4S 10 650 
l ocal Economic Benefits Pinel 
Dr. Nicolas 0 . Rockier, 

~ 
Thomas E. Ka\·et 

180 120 10 120 30 30 30 90 10 620 

Cl!ll!![!!l and Hin;gri' Rs:ssmw:.t 

~ Patricia O'Donnell 120 60 20 120 30 10 30 90 10 490 
Environmental Panel 
Michael lew-Smith 
Jeff Parsons 
M1chal Amllfal 

f.l 
Scott Reynolds 60 60 60 90 60 30 30 IS 90 10 505 

Aesthetirs Panel 
Michael Buscher, 
James Palmer 
Jeremy Owens 

~ Aesthetics 180 120 30 120 4S 10 IS 30 IS 60 10 635 
Market/Economy 

7 Samuel NewcU 60 60 60 4S 120 15 30 90 10 490 
a TOTAL 3,390 

9 Joint Municipal Groups George E. Sansoucy 60 IKO 60 30 30 60 60 30 30 IS IS 30 600 

10 Munici al Grouo !-North TBD 

Munk1p;:al Group !-South ~ 
Cassandra Laleme 

i-ll Chervl K. Jensen 
Northumbtrland 

4S 4S 30 30 20 IS IS 20 10 10 20 260 

fll Edwin Mellett 
Whitefield 

30 30 30 IS 10 20 10 10 ISS' 

Wendy Hersom 
Lombard 

i-ll lise Moran 
Easton 

4S 4S 30 20 IS 10 20 10 10 205 

Robert Thibault 
Jim Collier 

~ KnsPastoril.a 4S 60 30 4S 30 2S 30 20 10 10 3051 

f!:!!wm!! 
f.!! EricMeth 20 60 30 4S 2S 10 10 20 10 10 240 

Suu rHill 

~ Margaret Connors 20 30 30 IS 10 30 20 10 10 175 

l!x!!W!.I!l 
17 Sharon Penney 20 90 30 4S IS 2S 20 20 20 10 IS 310 

11 TOTAL 1.6SO 

Munic1pal Group 3·North New Hampton 
Barbara Lucas 
Daniel Moore 
Kenneth Kettcnring 

i-!2 Neilln'in 30 60 30 10 30 10 s 30 205 

.!!l:i!W 
20 Nicholas Coates 30 30 30 30 10 10 s 30 175 

MUILI(;Ipal Group 3-South Pembroke 
AmmyHciser 
David M. Jodoin 

i-!! Steohame Verdile 4S 30 4S 10 60 190 
Deerfit ld 
Andrew Robertson 

22 KateHllrtn<:tt 45 60 4S 10 60 220 



A • c D ' F G H I J ' l M N 0 p Q • s T u 
Applicant BUS CFP JTMUNI Grofton SPNF NGO NEPGA Cbrks1ille· Dummer. Whitefield Belhlc:hem· Ashbnd- Deerfield Aahlond· Belhlc:hem • HIST Pcmi 

Stc\urtstown Nortlnunberland Bethlehem Plymouth Concord DeerfiCid P~111011th 
I TOTAL 

~ 
Beth Fenstermacher 
Edwnrd Roberge 
Heather Shank 
Gad Matson and Candace Bouchnrd 
Jan McClure and Knsune Tardtff 
Rx:l Van De Poll 
Peter Scou 

" ISO 150 45 10 120 30 60 10 60 10 10 20 675 

" TOTAL 1,465 
2S Grafton Countv Commisstoncrs Linda Lauer 30 60 45 15 25 30 20 15 20 260; 

Soctct\ for the Protcctton of !nne Dilley 
J!. NH Forests WiiiAbbou 4S 60 30 20 10 60 10 15 10 30 2901 

Diane Bilodeau 
Dawn Bilodeau Scribner 

~ Dana Bilodeau 30 10 10 15 10 75! 

.l!. Ra\mond Lobdell 30 60 30 20 15 10 60 10 15 15 265 

J2. Hanv Dodson 90 120 30 20 10 60 15 15 360 

Dean Wilber 
Kelly O'Brien Nonnandcau 
Lore Moran Dodge and lisa Moran 

30 John Conklin 30 30 20 10 10 15 115 
31 TOTAL 1,105 

Appalachian Mountain Club, Chris Tha,"Cr 
Conservation Law Foundation, Dr. David. Publieo\'Cr 
and Ammonoosuc Dr. Kenneth Kimball 

32 Conser\'Ation Trust (NGOs) Larry Garland IRO 180 60 45 90 15 15 45 15 45 15 30 735 
n NEPGA WilliamS. Fowler 30 90 45 20 20 45 15 15 15 10 20 325 

Clarks\ die and Stewartsto\\n .. 
Abutllng and Non Abuttmg 
(combmed groups of 
mtervenors) Pantl for Video 

Bradley J. Thompson 
Daryl Thompson 
E. Martin Kaufman 
Lori and Jon Levesque 
Roderick McAIIiiSier 
Sal~· Zankowski .. Peter Perkins 12 30 15 10 12 5 10 94 

:A Bradlev J. Tbompson 12 30 30 10 12 s 10 109 

~ John Petrofskv 12 30 1S 10 12 10 s 94 
Stephen T. Nix 12 30 45 15 10 12 10 5 139 .!I. 
Roderick MOOJc: 
Da\'id Schrier 
Joshua Olson 

" Rodrigue Beland 12 30 30 40 12 5 129 .. TOTAL 565 

Karen Johnson·Spencer 
40 Dummer StarL and 2S 30 10 5 20 10 100 

.;:::. Northurnberlond • Abutung ~;~1c anu M&rgare~ Junes 
41 Prooertv Owners usan Percv 2S 30 10 20 20 10 10 125 

" TOTAL 225 

~ Whitefield Dalton 3l1d Peter Powell IS 60 20 20 10 120 10 1S 10 210 

Bethlehem • Abullmg Propertv Bruce and Sondra Brekke 
lnlenenors Oand VanHouten 

James and Judy Ramsdell 
44 Tim and Brigitte White IS 30 30 10 30 15 30 15 175 

" TOTAL •5s 



A 8 c 0 ' f G H I I ' l M N 0 p Q ' s T u 
Applicant BUS CFP JTMUNI Or:> Ron SPNF NGO NEPGA Cbrks,ille. Dummer- Wbuef~eld- Betblehem. Ashland. Deerfield Ashland. Betblehem- HlST Pcmi 

SIC\,artstown Northun1berland Bethlehem Plymouth Concord Deerfield P~11l0Uth 
1 TOTAl 

Bethlehem to Plvmouth - ~ 
Abunmg Propeny <h\ne!S Enc and Barbara Me)er 
(underground portton) Robert Thibault 

Russell and Ly<ha Cumbee 
Walter Palmer 
Kathryn Tms 
Carl and Barbara LaJ..es 
Bruce Ahem 
Peter and Mar) Grote 

* 
7 10 10 5 32 

Peter Grote 7 30 10 10 10 5 72 .=:. 
~ Bruce Ahem 7 30 10 10 15 10 10 10 5 107 

..; Campbell McLaren 7 30 10 15 30 10 10 10 5 127 

.!a Carl Lakes 7 30 10 10 10 10 5 82 
Walter Palmer 

Sl K•lhryn Ting 7 30 10 20 10 10 5 92 
S2 TOTAL 512 

Ashland, Northfield. MarvLee 
Canterbury. Allenstown, and 

10 10 5 10 20 10 10 75 
..; Concord • Abutting Property Michelle Kleindienst 20 30 30 5 10 30 20 125 
ss TOTAL 200 

~ Deerfield· Abunmg Propert) D. Scott Newman 45 35 30 15 20 10 15 10 10 10 200 
Owners 

Joint Testimon~ of l>f·ufield Abuttfrs 
Encl and Kathleen Berglund 
Je:mne Menard 
Jo Anne BrndbUJ) 
Roberto Cote 

S1 Bruce Adam1 60 90 30 15 30 10 15 15 10 20 15 30 340 

" TOTAL 540 
1 1p . H110<1eau ano Joan <... 

S9 Bilodeau Philip H. Bilodeau and Joan C. Bilodeau 15 15 15 10 10 30 95 

Rebecca Weels Shemll More 

Stark, Lancaster. Whiteftcld. 
Dalton, and Bethlehem · Non--

60 Abuning Property Owners IS 45 45 30 15 15 15 30 10 15 15 250 

Ashland to Oeerftcld ·Non-
Abutting Property Owners 

F. Maureen Quinn M;ldei)n 
Thomas Foulkas 
The Webster Family Group 
Elisha Gray 

61 Jeanne Menard 45 90 20 15 20 10 60 10 45 315 

62 H1storic Organizations C.,l Manland 30 90 30 20 60 10 15 10 60 10 20 30 385 

Pemige\\ asset Ri\·er Local Barry Draper 
Ad,·isory Committee Gretchen Draper 

63 Ma.xStamp 20 30 30 30 15 15 30 10 10 190 

Business and Organizations Allen Bouthillier 
with Economic Interests Leslie Otten 

Joe Casey 
64 Tiler E:uon 120 180 30 30 15 120 120 60 10 30 15 730 

City of Franklin and City of Paul Grenier 
65 Berlin Elizabeth Dragon 20 10 15 30 10 5 10 100 .. TOTAL 1 •• 092 

67 14,092/60=235/6 hours oer dav ~ 39.2 davs 


