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To: The Honorable Members of the Site Evaluation 
Committee (SEC) 

From: Hon. Leigh A. Webb 
NH State Rep. 2006-2010, 2012-2014 

It is the duty of this committee to see beyond political 
posturing and rely on the appropriate governing policy of 
making decisions based on the greater good. I ask only 
that you separate fact from fiction, hype from whole truths, 
and emotions from objectivity. Subjective and indefinable 
criteria such as aesthetics cannot be given the same weight 
as the undeniable certainty that New Hampshire and New 
England require sustainable, reasonably priced, safe and 
readily available sources of electricity for the decades 
ahead of us. Shortsighted objections raised only to erect 
barriers to viable energy sources need to be appraised for 
what they are. Cost effective measures to insure a steady 
flow of the electrical power demanded by all, which will 
only continue to grow for peak as well as non-peak periods, 
must be the most important determining factor in this 
committee's deliberations. 
I thank you for your attention and duly conscientious 
consideration. 

11January2016 
Franklin City Hall 
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Northern.Pass SEC Testimony 

The-only reasons that Eversouree has ever given for its refusal to bury the 
NP project is that it is too expensive or technically impractical. They have 
never ·presented ·the ·public -with research and -numbers ·to -validate their 
claims. Their stated objections to undergrounding the .Pr<.!}ect are· based on 
no evidence at all. Their competitors in Vermont and Maine plan fully 
buried prDjec.ts of ..similar distances and .stil1 find them to be financially 
viable. IfEversource can't handle the technical processes. or they can't 
financially justify the effort, then they are obviously not qualified to do the 
job. 

There are now examples of cost effective, buried, long· line HVDC projects 
world wide so, any claims made by Eversource that the technology or 
construction techniques are immature are patently untrue1 In fact, Trans 
Energie, a construction subsidiary of Hydro Quebec, takes pride in having 
installed the worlds longest buried HVDC project in Australia Further, they 
·have testified before FERC that project burial is cost competitive with 
overhead installations and has lower maintenance costs. Long term it saves 
money because it does not suffer storm damage. I have attached excerpts of 
that testimony to validate these statements. 

No speculative, for profit, corporate project should ever take precedence 
.ov.er .the w.elfar.e .of .the public. W .e must not damage .the health .and welfare 
of citizens, town tax bases, property values, local economies or the 
aesthetics of our state for a corporate bottom line. Bury it or forget it. 

Peter E. Martin Phone: 603-738-2942 I E-mail: martinp003@gmaiJ.com 



Buried 

From FERC technical Conference, Oct 13, 2004 in Hartford, Connecticut Jeffery Donahue 
CEO· otTransEnef'We US reports: 
• Several studies confirm reliability of underground transmission 
0 No Electric flelds or AC EMF issues 

- H\IDC -and HVAC .underground cables have no -electric ftelds 
-"Advanced underground HVDC-cabtes -·oc ·magnetic-fiek:ts directly-over-cable are 

within natural variations of the earth's DC magnetic field 
• O&M cost .of .advanced .underground .HVDC less tban .overhead HVAC 
•Advanced underground HVDC cost comparable to underground HVAC 
• Ad\/ancecf underground HVDC costs are declining, overhead HVAC costs are increasing 

More resilient. fails three times less often than overhead lines. Storms and solar flares are not 
an- issue like they are for overhead lines. 

Fails are found instantly with time domain reftectometry. Same method used for overhead 
lines~ 

In a letter to Energy and Climate Secretary Chris Huhne leaked to the press, "Dr. f ox cites 
research suggesting the lifetime cost -of pylons mu1d be double that of underground cables 
over 40 years," the UK'S Daily Mai1 reports. Dr. Fox is Britain's Defense Secretary. 

Iroquois pipeline trenching at $1 million per mile m present doUars. Overhead towers and 
instaUation ~t $900.000 per mile. For 39 miles Leeds to Pleasant Vafley, extra cost $4 n .... 1""illi-ioJ-1. 
Savings per year due to lower line lose $8 million, over 30 years bUried saves $240 million. 
Net s"aving over 30 years for buried $236 million. Buried is cheaper. 
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