
DEVINEMILLIMET 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

August 10, 2016 

Craig Rennie, CWS, CWB 
Inland Wetland Supervisor 
Land Resources Management 

GEORGE DANA BISBEE 
T: 603.695.8626 
DBISBEE@DEVINEMILLIMET.COM 

New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 
29 Hazen Drive, PO Box 95 
Concord, New Hampshire 03302-0095 

Re: Northern Pass Transmission Project- Second Response to Geotechnical Test 
Boring Questions 

Dear Mr. Rennie: 

I write again today on behalf of Northern Pass in response to a set of questions 
raised by Kris Pastoriza that she sent to you yesterday, and that she had already circulated 
to the Site Evaluation Committee service list earlier in the day. While we welcome 
appropriate diligence and scrutiny in the review of the work being conducted by the 
geotechnical borings contractors, we have substantial concerns about the manner in 
which Ms. Pastoriza has dealt with these issues. First, the proper way to raise concerns 
for a person not familiar with standard drilling operations conducted routinely by many 
entities across the state, is to raise questions directly with the Project in the first instance. 
Instead, Ms. Pastoriza elected to fire off assertions, allegations and questions that would 
have been properly informed after having discussed them with the Project. Raising an 
alarm without a proper basis in fact is improper, inappropriate and, ultimately, unhelpful 
to all concerned. Second, we have learned today that Ms. Pastoriza has in our opinion 
interfered directly with the ongoing drilling operations in a manner that has caused a risk 
of harm to the public, to the drilling contractors, and to herself. 

As explained below, the geotechnical borings drilling operation that Northern 
Pass has been conducting through its subcontractors is in conformance with permits 
obtained for the work, and the contractors are following standard practices and 
procedures. All necessary permits have been obtained and no environmental violations 
or harm has been caused by these test borings. These are the standard materials used for 
these test borings. In addition, the materials used are typical for drilling operations of this 
nature. 
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Northern Pass is in the process of conducting over 300 test borings for purposes 
of assessing the subsurface conditions along the proposed underground route as a 
preliminary step to finalizing the design of that portion of the line. Some geotechnical 
borings were done last December, and another set of borings started in May ofthis year. 
Except for the questions raised by Ms. Pastoriza in the last week, we have heard of no 
issues or questions about the work being conducted by S.W. Cole and prior drilling 
contractors on behalf of the Project. 

In her communications on Monday, Ms. Pastoriza chose to dramatize what she 
purports to believe to be environmental concerns, starting with the photographs of the 
small amount of the polymer used for some ofthe borings. This polymer is routinely 
used in deep borings as a low volume additive to the drilling wash water to increase 
viscosity and control fluid loss when drilling open holes in the overburdened soil. I 
understand that the polymer use by S.W. Cole is Accu-vis, and I have attached the 
Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for that material. We don't know at what point in 
the process Ms. Pastoriza took the photographs, but that a small amount of this polymer 
remained on the surface of the roadway shoulder is not surprising, and it does not pose an 
environmental or safety problem. The contractors do clean up the location of each 
drilling location when they are done, but some material unavoidably remains on the 
surface. 

Similarly, Ms. Pastoriza's suggestion that the drilling contractors are leaving "a 
quicksand ofboring slurry in the bore hole" is very misleading. In a typical geotech 
survey this mixture of mostly soil and water with a small amount of polymer is re­
introduced back into the bore hole upon completion. In this case, however, the bore hole 
needs to be backfilled with a bentonite/cement mixture as a precautionary measure in 
preparation for the drilling that will occur during the construction phase. As stated 
above, as this material consists mostly of native soils and a small amount of polymer it is 
spread around the bore hole. That material obviously dries, and does so quickly. The 
bentonite and Portland cement mix that is also a standard material and poses no 
environmental risk. The MSDS for the bentonite chips (Hole Plug), bentonite powder 
(Quick Gel), and Portland Cement are also attached. Although this practice is standard 
and no other steps are required, Northern Pass has now instructed its contractors to 
manage this material so that it is not left on the ground. 

Ms. Pastoriza shows in photograph # 5 a hole in the road shoulder that is not 
filled. We cannot tell from the photograph whether this is a hole left from a prior drilling 
operation done by a Northern Pass contractor, but assuming that it is, the conditions 
around that hole demonstrate that the conditions at the site after the drilling operations are 
complete become normal. That a hole may have remained from one of the drilling sites, 
however, is an issue that Northern Pass and its contractors address as part of the overall 
process. It is impossible to compact fully such a small diameter bore hole, and it requires 
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return visits to the site to maintain the fill before the holes are completely filled in. That 
is done on an ongoing regular basis after the drilling operations are complete. 

Last, the SW Cole personnel shown in the photographs are wearing appropriate 
Personal Protection Equipment. 

Let me close by saying that we appreciate your attention to the questions raised by 
Ms. Pastoriza and the additional information Northern Pass has provided here, and we are 
pleased to have looked into the questions she has raised. But nothing she has pointed out 
about these standard operations raises any substantive question about the test borings 
process. If you have follow-up questions about this, please let us know. 

Enclosures 

cc: Pamela Momoe, SEC 
SEC Service List 

Very truly yours, 

{JWQ 
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