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I N RE:. SEC DOCKET NO. 2015-06
Joint Application of Northern
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New Hanpshire d/ b/a Eversource
Energy for a Certificate
of Site and Facility.
(Public Informati on Session
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| -a.)

[ Consisting of a presentation
by the SEC, a presentation by
the Applicants, followed by a
Questi on- and- Answer Sessi on,
and comments received fromthe
publ i c]

PRESI DI NG M chael J. lacopino, Esq. (Brennan...)
(Presiding as the Presiding Oficer)

Panela G Monroe, SEC Adm ni strator

ALSO PRESENT: Iryna N. Dore, Esqg. (Brennan...)

COURT REPORTERS: St even E. Pat naude, LCR No. 52
Susan J. Robidas, LCR No. 44

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

NOTED AS PRESENT:

Counsel for the Applicant: Barry Needl eman, Esq.
Thomas B. Getz, Esq.
(McLane M ddl et on)

Counsel for the Public: Peter C.L. Roth, Esq.
Sr. Asst. Atty. GCeneral
N.H Dept. of Justice

Thomas Pappas, Esq.
(Prinmrer Piper...)

Al so noted as present fromthe
Applicants who were avail abl e
to provide the presentation and
answers to questions:

W1 1liam Quinlan

James Munt z

Sanuel Johnson

Kevi n Bowes

Jerry Fortier

Lee Carbonneau

Bob Var ney

Terry DeWan

Cherilyn Wdell

Mar k Hodgdon

Chri s Soder nan

Jessi ca Ki nbal |

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

| NDE X
PAGE NO.
PRESENTATI ON BY THE SEC 4
(By Presiding Oficer |acopino)
PRESENTATI ON BY THE APPLI CANTS 31
(By M. Quinlan)
QUESTI ON- AND- ANSWER SESSI ON 48
PUBLI C STATEMENTS BY:
Garth Wol sey 134
Susan Seitz 137
Ron Charl and 139
Manfred Hoert doerfer 142
Cl aude Levesque 149
G et chen Draper 151
Barry Draper 156
Rep. Russ Dunai s 157
Ri ck Vandepol | 159
Bil | Saunders 161
S. Sakenp 161
Luke Wbtton 163
Ann Hackl 165
Dawn Scri bner 166
Tar as Kucman 169
Rut h Ni ven 173
Mar k Tenpl et on 175
Sen. Jeani e Forrester 177
{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

PROCEEDI NG

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Ladi es
and gentlenen, if you can take your seats,
we'll get started. |If the Conpany
representatives could get up here, that woul d
be great. |'d ask everybody to bear wth ne
tonight. I'mcatching a little bit of a cold.
I*Il try not to cough into the m crophone too
| oud.

Before we get started, in case you
haven't been oriented, there are a nunber of --
first of all, nmy nane is M chael |acopino. |
am counsel to the Site Evaluation Conmttee.

To ny left is Panela Monroe, the Adm nistrator
for the Site Evaluation Commttee.

The purpose of tonight's neeting is a
public information session. During the course
of the neeting tonight, we'll follow the agenda
that was out front. We will start off with a
presentation fromthe Conmttee that | wll
narrate for you to explain a little bit about
how the Site Evaluation Conm ttee operates and
how it works and what it does. That

presentation will be followed by a presentation
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fromthe devel opers, the Applicant. And they

w il put on a presentation about their project.
W will then go into a question-and-answer
period. There are -- we ask that if you have a

question for either the Site Eval uati on
Commttee or the Applicant, you take one of
these green sheets and wite your question
down. As you can see, | have them goi ng every
whi ch way. That's because we try to categorize
t hem and organi ze them so that if we have a
series of questions, for instance, about
burying the lines, we go through those
questions all in a series. It makes it a | ot
easier to | earn about the Project, to learn
about the issues if things are organized.

After we finish the question-and-
answer period, we will then go into the period
that we call "Public Statenents.” If you w sh
to make a public statenent or comment about the
Project or about the Site Evaluation Commttee,
pl ease fill out one of these yell ow sheets.
There are sonme of these back there behind Iryna
Dore, ny associate, who will raise her hand

right now. Behind her is sonme of these sheets.
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If you wish to speak tonight, please fill out
one of these sheets and bring it up here. And
finally, we have a blue comment card, and these
are for people who may not want to speak or ask
a question tonight, but mght want to tell us
how t hey feel about the Project or about the
process. |If you want to prepare witten
comments, you can do that right on this blue
sheet, and they will all becone part of the
record. Everything that we say here tonight is
bei ng recorded by our court reporters. A
transcript wll be devel oped after this
nmeeting, and it wll becone part of the record
in this proceeding. It wll be reviewed by the
Subconmmittee that is hearing -- that is sitting
in this docket, and that will include any
witten comments that are nade tonight or at
any point during the consideration of this
application by the Site Evaluation Conmttee.
One thing I'd i ke to ask you to do
is, if you have a question that you want
answers to, please wite it down. Please don't
try to cone up during the public coments or

statenments tine to start asking questions of
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fol ks, because, quite frankly, you' re not going
to get answers at that point. W try to do
t hese neetings in an organized fashion. So if
you have a question, especially if it's a
question that you think everybody will |earn
sonething from please wite it down, and we'll
deal with it in the question-and-answer period
and save the statenent and conment period for
fol ks who want to give us their opinion or
state sonet hing about the Project or the
Comm ttee's process. That will actually make
for a much cl eaner record for the Site
Eval uation Conmttee to review

Now, you m ght note that the Site
Eval uation Conmittee itself is not here

tonight. W are representatives of the Site

Eval uation Conmmittee, Ms. Monroe and |I. There
w Il be public hearings that the Subcommttee
in this case will be here to hear public

comments and to hear fromthe devel opers as

well. Those will be published on our web site.
And to ny right, anytine you need any

i nformati on about this application or any ot her

application before the New Hanpshire Site
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Eval uati on Conmttee, the best place to check
first is our web site, which is

www. nhsec. nh.gov. |If you need to get in
contact with us, the phone nunber for our
adm ni strator is (603)271-2435. And her e-mai
Is up there on the screen, Panel a. Monroe@-- is
It SEC or NHSEC?

M5. MONROE: SEC.  Sec. nh. gov.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPRPI NO
sec.nh.gov. So that's how you can get in touch
with the Commttee.

I*'mgoing to go right into the
presentation to explain a little bit about the
Site Evaluation Commttee, its process and how
it works. The Site Evaluation Conmttee is
created by a statute. That statute is R S A
162-H. The statute has been recently anended
in the | ast session of the |egislature. But
the purpose of the Site Evaluation Commttee is
to provide a bal ance of the benefits and
I mpacts on the site selection, on a nunber of
very inportant things for the State of New
Hanpshire: The welfare of the popul ati on,

private property, the |l ocation and grow h of
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I ndustry, the econonmc growh of the state, the
environnent, historic sites, aesthetics, air
and water quality, natural resources and public
health and safety. The state |egislature has
determ ned that all of those things are
Important, and it's inmportant to have an agency
t hat bal ances those factors, the inpacts and
the benefits to those factors, when determ ning
where to site and how to construct, whether it
be generating plants or transm ssion |ines, but
energy facilities.

The second purpose of the statute is
to avoid undue delay in the construction of new
facilities.

The third point is to provide ful
and tinmely consideration of all of the
envi ronnment al consequences of a proposed energy
facility; and also, fourth, to provide full and
conpl ete disclosure to the public about
facilities that are slated to be built in the
state of New Hanpshire; and finally, to ensure
that the construction and operation of energy
facilities is treated as a significant aspect

of | and use planning, where all issues,

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

10

envi ronnental, econom c and technical, are
resolved in an integrated fashion. |n essence,
the Site Evaluation Commttee is the statew de
pl anni ng board for energy projects. CQur
process is designed to integrate all of the
various permtting processes, as well as

envi ronnental, econom c and technical issues.
If you conpare this to if you wanted to

devel op, say a shopping nmall, you would have to
go to a nunber of different state agencies to
obtain various permts. The purpose of R S A
162-H is to have all of that done in what we
call a "one-stop" type of -- "one-stop" or
"integrated" system The authority of the Site
Eval uation Committee preenpts the authority of
your | ocal planni ng boards and zoni ng boards.
And again, it's a "one-stop shoppi ng" or
"supermarket" theory. Now, just because the
Site Evaluation Commttee's authority preenpts
| ocal authority wth respect to energy
facilities, it does not nean that | ocal
authorities are not considered in the process.
The site Evaluation Commttee is required by

statute to consider the views of your regional
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pl anni ng conmm ssi ons, your |ocal planning
boards, zoni ng boards, conservation

comm ssions, as well as your nuni ci pal
governi ng bodies. And in doing that, the Site
Eval uation Committee will listen to comments
provided fromtowns and cities along -- that
are involved with the project. And in
addition, in alnost every case, | ocal

ordi nances are provided to the Site Eval uation
Commttee so that the Site Evaluation Conmittee
can understand what the rules are in those
towns and cities, despite the preenption.

The Comm ttee today consists of a
nunber of state agencies and two public
menbers. The Chairman of the Conmi ssion is
Martin Honigberg. He is the Chair of the
Public Uilities Commssion. His fellow two
Conmm ssi oners, Robert Scott and Kat hryn Bail ey,
also sit on the Site Evaluation Commttee. The
vi ce-chairman of our Commttee is Conm ssioner
Thomas Burack from the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Services. The Conm ssi oner of
Transportation sits on our Conmttee, Victoria

Sheehan. DRED Conm ssioner, Jeffrey Rose, sits
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on this Commttee. Also sitting on this
Comm ttee is either the Director of the
Di vision of Historical Resources or the
Commi ssi oner of Cultural Resources, and the
Commi ssioner is M. Van MC oud, and the
Director is Elizabeth Mizzey. Usually it's the
Director of Historical Resources who sits on
the Commttee. And then we have slots for two
public menbers. One public nenber has to be an
attorney, and one -- and both have to have
experience -- I'msorry -- expertise in issues
t hat conme before the Commttee. Patricia
Weat her sby, Attorney Patricia Wathersby of
Port snout h, New Hanpshire, is our public
menber. Unfortunately, our other public
nmenber, Roger Hawk, of Concord, passed away
| ast weekend. W do have an alternate public
menber that was appointed by the Governor as
well, and that's Rachel Whitaker, fromBerlin,
New Hanpshire, and she will be sitting on the
Subcommittee in this particul ar case.

Each person who is a state official
on the Site Evaluation Conmm ttee has the

authority to designate sonebody fromtheir
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agency to sit on the Commttee in their place.
The only requirenents are that that person nust
be either a senior adm nistrator in that
departnent or a staff attorney. |In this
particul ar case, the actual Subcommttee are
the folks that are on the screen right now
Chai rman Honi gberg will sit; conm ssioner
Burack has appointed Craig Wight, who is the
Director of the Air Resources Division of the
Departnent of Environnmental Services, to sit in
hi s place; conmi ssioner Bailey will sit; Chris
Way, who is the Director of the Econom c
D vi sion of DRED, has been appoi nted by
Conmm ssi oner Jeffrey Rose to sit in his place;
comm ssi oner Sheehan from the Departnent of
Transportation has appointed M. WIIliam
d denburg, the Assistant Director of Project
Devel opnent, to sit in her place; and then, of
course, our public nmenbers, they don't get to
desi gnat e anybody, but Ms. Wat hersby and Ms.
Whi t aker are both assigned to this Subcommttee
that will consider this application.

In addition to the Commttee nenbers,

there's anot her very inportant person who
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attends all of our applications, and that
person is called Counsel for the Public.
Counsel for the Public is appointed by the
Attorney General. He represents -- in this
case it's a he, sonetines it's a she. He
represents the public in seeking to protect the
quality of the environnent and in seeking to
assure an adequate supply of energy for the
state of New Hanpshire. Counsel for the Public
has all the sane rights and responsibilities
and privileges that an attorney representing a
party in a court case would have. In this
particul ar case, Senior Assistant CGeneral peter
Roth is our Counsel for the Public. There's
his contact information. But he's al so here.
' mgoing to ask himto stand up, introduce
hinmself. And tell the fol ks what you can do
for them Peter.

MR. ROTH. Good eveni ng, everybody.
My nane is Peter Roth. |'ma senior assistant
attorney general. | was appointed by Attorney
CGeneral Joe Foster to represent the interest of
the public in this case. | have been -- |

previously served as Counsel to the Public in a
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nunber of different cases involving other
projects over the last 10 years. | have with
me toni ght an attorney who Counsel for the
Public has retained to represent himin this
proceedi ng, and we'll be working together. H's
nane is Tom Pappas. He's here. He's wth the
Primrer law firm And they're out of Vernont,
but his office is in Manchester. W al so have
a very talented energy attorney fromthe
Primer firmwho's not here tonight; he's from
Littl et on.

My job in this case is to ensure that
the public interest is nmet in the proceedi ng,
and the statutory requirenent is that it be the
pr oper bal ance between the need for energy and
the i npacts on the environment. And the
statute allows us to retain experts and to
present testinony and to conduct investigations
and to cross-exam ne w tnesses and ot herw se
assi st the process and assist the public in
participating in the project -- or in the
proceeding. | do not represent any particul ar
nmenber of the public, and so | can't provide

any of you or your organi zations direct | egal
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advi ce or representation. | have to represent
the interests of the broad, overall public in
| argely a state interest. However, | am al ways
very interested in hearing what people have to
say about the Project and if they have any
questi ons about the process or about what we're
doing with respect to the process and the
Project. And the nunber on the screen here is
my direct dial, and that's ny e-nmil address.
And | encourage and urge any of you to give ne
a call or send ne an e-nail, or both. And, you
know, sonetines it pays to be a little
persistent. Contact nme and |l et ne know what
you think or ask ne any questions that you may
have. In addition, tonight you can feel free
to, you know, tap ne on the shoul der or greet
me sonewhere in the hall and, you know, give ne
a piece of your mnd. So | look forward to
working with any of you. And let nme know if
there's anything | can do.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Peter is
sonewhat nodest. He is extrenely experienced
in this area of the law. He has served as

Counsel for the Public on, well, npbst of the
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applications that have cone before the New
Hanmpshire Site Evaluation Commttee. So he's a
resource that is a very good resource for the
peopl e of the state of New Hanpshire.

One thing | wanted to address just
before we get into what the application
consists of is to give everybody an i dea of
what goes on before an application is actually
filed with the Site Evaluation Commttee.

There are a nunber of things that an Applicant
is likely to do and that various state agencies
will do. These things don't cone up in a
vacuum It's not one day that the Applicant or
devel oper conmes in and just drops off an
application. There are nany state and federal
agencies that an Applicant will have to neet
with before they even start preparing their
application. There are things |ike our

| ndependent System Qperator which runs the grid
for New Engl and; an energy generator or
transm ssi on conpany obviously has to
coordinate with the system operator so that
they can get their electricity to market or

build their transm ssion |ines. There are
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obvi ously environnental and resource studies
that begin |long before an application is fil ed.
There are early pre-permtting neetings where

t here may be neetings between various state and
f ederal agencies and representatives of a

devel oper so that a devel oper can find out what
the |l aws are and what's needed to be done in
order to get an application filed. There are
regi onal planning comm ssions, municipalities.
Virtually every devel oper that cones before

t hi s agency engages in sone kind of process
with the governnent, the | ocal government of
where they want to build their facility. |If
you' re an energy generator, obviously you need
to deal with the transm ssion conpanies in your
area. There are power purchase agreenents that
need to be negotiated, financing that needs to
be obtai ned, consideration of tax issues. And
then the very first step once a devel oper has
noved al ong through all of that process is to
engage in prefiling public information
sessions. Those are sessions somewhat siml ar
to this, but no representative of the Site

Eval uation Commttee is there. And before an
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Applicant is permtted to file an application,
it nust hold a prefiling public infornmation
session in each county where their project is
going to be devel oped. So, all of that goes on
before an application is actually fil ed.

When an application gets filed, that
application has to contain certain information.
The application in this case, in this docket,
is 27,000 pages, | believe. An application
before the Site Eval uati on Conmm ttee mnust
contain sufficient information to satisfy the
requi renents of each state agency havi ng
jurisdiction under state or federal |aw, and
nmust have a conpl ete application for each of
t hose state agencies with it. They al so nust
pay the fees to each of those state agencies
that they would normally have to pay.

In addition, there's a bunch of
details there that an application nust contain.
It must reasonably describe the type and size
of each major part of the proposed facility.

It nust identify the preferred choice for the
route or the site of each major part of the

proposed facility. And | know everybody here
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iIs here for a transm ssion |ine project.
Otentinmes the Site Evaluation Commttee is
consi dering generators, whether it be a

wood- burner or gas-burning facility. So the
issues are a little bit different, and the
statute is made to cover both. An application
has to reasonably. Describe in detail each

I mpact that each nmjor part of the facility
wi Il have on the environment. |t nust describe
any proposals that the Applicant has for
studyi ng and sol ving environnental issues. It
nust describe -- and this is very inportant,
especially when we tal k about some of the
smal | er projects. They nust describe in detail
the Applicant's financial, technical and
manageri al capabilities to site, construct and
operate the facility that's being proposed. It
nmust docunent that copies of the application
have been provided to the governing bodies in
each community where the facility is proposed
to be located. All applications nmust describe
in detail the elenents of and financi al
assurances for decomm ssioning the facility.

And t hey nust provide additional information as
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may be required to carry out the purposes of
this chapter, and that chapter is RS A 162-H
that | discussed right at the begi nning. And
"1l skip for a second here.

We have new adm ni strative rul es at
the Site Evaluation Commttee which provide for
additional requirenents that nust be net in an
application. And in this particul ar docket,
just so that you're aware, this particul ar

application was filed before those new rul es

went into effect. However, the | aw says that
this particular docket -- when | say "docket,™
| mean this case -- wll be governed under the

new rul es. However, the Site Eval uation
Committee is required to permt the Applicant
time to make any anendnment to its application
that is necessary. And in this particul ar
case, we notified the Applicant on

Decenber 18th, 2015, and requested that they
make such anendments by January 22nd of this
year. So, an application -- the application
can be found on our web site. In this
particul ar case, it's a very |arge docunent.

There's all types of information contained in
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there. And | would encourage anybody who is
interested in what's actually being proposed,
that's where you're going to get the nost
detail.

' mgoing to go back. The Site
Eval uation Commttee process is governed by the
statute, R S. A 162-H And the statute has
certain tine franmes that the Commttee nust
meet. The first tinme franme is actually
sonet hing the Applicant nust neet, and |'ve
talked a little bit about it; that is, they
nmust schedule prefiling informati on sessi ons at
| east 30 days before they file their
application. Once an application is filed, the
Chai rman of the Comm ttee, Chairnman Honi gberg
in this case, was required to expeditiously
make sure that that application got out to any
state agency having permtting or other
regul atory authority over various parts of the
Project. And the Subcommttee also is required
to expeditiously review the application in its
totality to determne if it contains sufficient
information for the Site Evaluation Conmittee

to undertake its processes. And in this
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particul ar case, we -- the Subconmttee issued
an order on Decenber 18th, 2015, finding that
t he application was sufficient to carry out the
pur poses of the statute, and the application
was, as we say, "accepted." "Accepted" doesn't
mean granted. Those are two different words.
It means that the application will now be
reviewed by the Site Evaluation Commttee. The
Site Evaluation Commttee can still grant the
application, grant the relief requested in the
application, or deny it. And we're going to go
t hrough a process that's governed by these tine
frames in order to nake that determ nation

We have a Subcommttee that's already
been designated in this case. Wthin 45 days
after the acceptance of the application, the
Site Evaluation Conmttee is required to have
five public -- in this case, five public
I nformati on sessions, one in each county. |
think tonight we're on our third one. W did
Merrimack County on the 11th, Rocki ngham County
on the 13th, doing Bel knap County tonight. And
t hen the next two are schedul ed next week in

Coos and Grafton Counti es. These are the
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public informati on sessions that you're
attendi ng here tonight.

Al so within 90 days of the acceptance
of the application, we will hold a public
hearing in each county. At the public hearing
the Subcommttee will be present. W w Il hear
from-- the Subcommttee wll hear
presentations fromthe Applicant, but also wll
hear questions and comments fromthe public as
wel |l at those proceedings. And those are in
t he process of being scheduled in this
particul ar case. W have to conplete all of
those before St. Patrick's Day.

O her i nportant deadlines are that
state agencies are required to submt their
prelimnary reports and proposed conditions to
the Site Evaluation Commttee within 150 days
after acceptance; in this case, that's
May 16th. And then they have to submt their
final permts, conditions and ot her
reconmendati ons within 240 days of the
acceptance of the application; in this case,

t hat nmeans August 15th, 2016.

Once that is done, the Site
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Eval uation Conmttee will begin what's call ed
the "adjudicative process.” They wll hold a
hearing, just like a trial, simlar to what you
see on TV. There will be witnesses that wll
get on the witness stand and testify. Those

W tnesses will be cross-exam ned. There w ||
be exhibits presented. And ultimately, at the
end of that process, the Site Eval uation
Commttee will sit down in public, discuss the
evi dence that they have received, discuss what
they think of it, deliberate on the issues --
all of this is done in public -- and ultimately
take a vote and then ultinmately issue a witten
deci sion on whether or not the Certificate of
Site and Facility should be granted to the

Nort hern Pass devel opers. |In this particular
case, that final decision nust be made by
Decenber 19t h, 2016, under our rul es.

Many of you are here tonight, so I'm
sure that you're interested in participating.
There are a nunber a different ways that fol ks
can participate in the Site Eval uation
Comm ttee process. First, you can contact

Counsel for the Public, who you' ve already
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heard from That's a different nunber. That's
the nunber that's up on the screen right now.
It's just the main nunber to the Attorney
Ceneral's Ofice. That will get you there.

That can get you to M. Roth as well. The
second way that the public can participate is
by attending the prefiling public information
sessions that were held in this case before the
filing of the application. You can participate
by attendi ng nmeetings, such as those -- such as
t he one we're having tonight and had | ast week
and w ||l continue to have next week. In
addition, you can attend the joint public

heari ngs where the Subcommttee is actually
present, and you will have the opportunity to
speak directly to themor to ask questions of

t he Applicant while the Subcommittee is there,
or to ask questions about the process as well.
The fifth way, and a very inportant way, by the
way, that you can participate is by filing
witten conmments with the Site Eval uation

Commi ttee. Under the law, the Site Eval uation
Committee will accept comments throughout the

entire pendency of the proceedings. |In other
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words, right up until the tinme that they take
their vote, they wll accept public -- witten
public comment. And they nust -- the statute
requires the Commttee to consider and wei gh
information and reports that cone in fromthe
public. And finally, any nenber of the public
who can denonstrate that they have a right,
duty, privilege, imunity or substanti al
interest that m ght be affected by the
proceedi ng can file what's known as a "notion
to intervene." They can denonstrate that they
Wil not interfere wwth the orderly process,
and they denponstrate that they have a
substantial interest, and they are granted

i ntervention status by the Chairnman of the
Committee. They will then have all the sane
rights and privileges as the fol ks from

Nort hern Pass, as Counsel for the Public, to
participate in the adjudicative process. 1In
ot her words, they can put on their own

W t nesses, they can cross-exam ne w tnesses and
whatnot. So if you have that type of interest
where that is going to be inpacted by these

proceedi ngs, you do have the right to file a
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notion to intervene. That notion can be in the
formof a letter. But you have to nmake sure
t hat you explain those two things: Wat's the
substantial interest that you have, and how you
will not interfere, or how the interests of
justice and the orderly and pronpt conduct of
our proceedi ngs would not be inpaired by
all ow ng you to intervene.

In this particular case, Chairnan
Honi gberg has set February 5, 2016, as the
deadline for filing of petitions to intervene
in this case. So if you're interested in doing
that, you should keep that deadline in m nd.
And if you have questions about howto file a
petition to intervene, there's a coupl e things
| can tell you to do. You can call M. Monroe
or you can call ne. But you can also | ook at
other -- all of the dockets that are consi dered
by the Site Evaluation Conmttee are on our web
site. And you can go in there and see notions
to intervene that have been filed by other
parties, or parties in this case. There's
al ready been sone filed in this docket. But

al so, in other dockets you can see what they' ve
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done. The web site is very hel pful, actually,
to folks who are interested in how we proceed.
And then, finally, we're going to
tal k about what it is that the Site Eval uation
Comm ttee actually considers, what are the
standards that it applies. Those standards can
be found in Section 16 of RS A 162-H  First,
the Site Evaluation Commttee nust give due
consideration to relevant information regarding
t he potential siting or routes of a proposed
facility; second, the Conmttee nust give due
consideration to all of those significant
I mpacts and benefits that | spoke about in the
very first slide; and finally, the Commttee
must consi der whether the issuance of a
certificate will serve the objectives of RS A

162-H, which were also contained in that first

slide. |In order to grant a Certificate of Site
and Facility -- in other words, to allow a
project to go forward -- the Site Eval uation

Commttee has to find, by a preponderance of
t he evi dence, that the Applicant has adequate
financial, technical and managerial capability

to assure that the siting, construction and
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operation of the facility will occur in
continuing conpliance with any terns and
conditions that are set forth in the permt or
certificate; second, that the Project wll not
unduly interfere with the orderly devel opnent
of the region -- and this next part is very,
very inportant -- consideration having been
given to the views of nunicipal and regi onal

pl anni ng commi ssi ons and nuni ci pal gover ni ng
bodies; third, in order to grant the
certificate, the Site Evaluation Commttee nust
find, by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the Project wll not have an unreasonabl e
adverse effect on aesthetics, historic sites,
air and water quality, the natural environnent,
or public health and safety. And then,
finally, a new consideration or a new
requirenent in the | atest version of the
statute is that the Site Evaluation Commttee,
if they determne to grant the certificate,
nust be satisfied by a preponderance of the
evidence that granting that certificate -- in
ot her words, allowing a project to go

forward -- wll serve the public interest.
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Those are the considerations that the Site
Eval uation Commttee will use. |[If you ever go
to our web site and review sone of the prior
deci sions of the Coormttee, you will see and
get -- be able to glean how the Conmm ttee goes
about its work and how it cones to

determ nations wth respect to those vari ous
criteria.

And finally, once again, our web
site, the e-mail for our adm nistrator and our
phone nunber.

What |'mgoing to do at this point in
time, we're going to follow the agenda and |I'm
going to turn the dais over to the fol ks from
the Applicant. They're going to make a
present ati on about the Project to you, and
after that we will begin the
questi on- and- answer period. Thank you.

MR. QUI NLAN:  Thank you, Attorney
| acopi no.

Good evening. |I'mBill Quinlan. [|I'm
t he President of Eversource New Hanmpshire, and
it's a pleasure to be here tonight. As you

know, we were in Laconia a few nonths ago and
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got sone very useful feedback. These sessions
have proven very beneficial to us as we
continue to think about this project and to
shape our final proposal. So | can assure you
that the views, whether they're positive or
negati ve around this project, sone of the

f eedback we receive is very hel pful and
beneficial to the Conpany. So, thanks for
taking tinme out of your schedul e and being here
tonight to share us with your views and
hopeful |l y have your questions answered. If we
don't fully answer your questions during the
formal Q & A, you know, the Open House is going
to continue to remain open. And there's a | ot
of experts on this project, our engineers,

envi ronnental team et cetera. So, you know,
feel free to pose the questions to that team
and we'll be certain to get you an answer.

What we're going to do here is
provi de you kind of a brief overview by way of
a video of the Project, just kind of
reintroduce it to you so that you know sone of
t he vernacular that I'mgoing to use in the

presentation. And then we're going to drill

32
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down into Bel knap County, and then probably the
nost inportant part is take your questions and
have an opportunity to share with you our
answers.

So, with that, Andrea, why don't we
queue up the video.

[ Video presentation provided on the
Nort hern Pass Project.]

MR QUI NLAN: Ckay. Well, hopefully
t hat was a hel pful overview. As the video
showed, you know, the inpacts in Bel knap County
are really within the town of New Hanpton, and
it's these two segnents in blue, okay. You'll
see each is about 3-1/2 mles long, so a little
over 7 mles worth of overhead construction in
t he town of New Hanpton. That overhead
construction is going to be running parallel to
an existing transm ssion line -- through an
existing transm ssion right-of-way. So there's
no new right-of-way. |In essence, you'll have
two lines running in parallel through New
Hanpt on. The new |l ine, the Northern Pass |i ne,
when you | ook at that segnent, the nost conmon

hei ght of that structure is around 80 feet.

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

34

The existing transm ssion structures are in the
50-foot range. So it's somewhat taller, but it
varies, structure to structure. You know, | ast
year we nade sone changes to the Project,
reduci ng the overall size of the project. It
was a 1200 negawatt; it's now 1, 090- negawatt
project. Wen we nade that change, we al so
changed sone of the technol ogy. And across the
entire route we've been able to | ower the new
structure heights by about 5 feet, on average.
And the last tine we were here, we
talked a little bit about structure design.
So, you know, | know there's a | ot of
di scussi on around under ground construction as a
way of addressing view inpacts, and that's one
way to address it. There are nany ot her
t echni ques that we use when we actual ly get
into the detailed design, and |I'l|l show you
that in a bit. Last tinmne we were here, |
showed you sone generic depictions of what a
traditional tower |ooks like, referred to as a
"lattice" structure, and then what a nore
stream i ned structure mght |look like. So I'l

show you sone view sinulations today to kind of
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illustrate what |'mtal ki ng about there. But
ny point is, you know, underground construction
is certainly one way of addressing view
i npacts. There are other ways to nmtigate view
i npacts. And we're very firmly commtted to
pursuing all of those as we get to our final
design. W know that's a big issue. View
I mpacts, scenic inpacts of the overhead portion
of the route, that's the question we continue
to get nost frequently. And it's got our full
attention, I'll assure you of that.

Here's what the Departnment of Energy
concl uded, as the video depicted and Attorney
| acopi no nentioned. The Departnent of Energy,
which is the | ead federal agency, did issue a
draft Environnental |npact Statement | ast year.
This was their conclusion. And they |ooked at
the total project. They identified, 1'll call
It, a "nodest" visual inpact. Now, this was
prior to the changes that we nade whi ch put an
additional 58 mles of this |line underground in
and around the White Mountain National Forest.
So this was their view then. W've since nade

that commtnent. That's our new desi gn basis.
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We' ve scal ed down the Project to accommodate
that. So ny viewis that that rating from DOE
probably will come down as a result of that
deci sion. W addressed nmany of the scenic
i npacts that they had identified. At this
poi nt, over 80 percent of the line is either
underground or in an existing transm ssion
right-of-way, |like in New Hanmpton, where
there's an existing line, an existing cleared
ri ght-of-way, and what we tal ked about, two
l i nes running parallel. The video did a good
job, I think, of depicting the area of new
construction, which is really up in the far
North Country. The vast nmpjority of that is
one parcel of land that's referred to as the
Wagner Forest, 24 mles of very renote tinber
land that is routinely harvested, so it's --
(Audi ence interruption)

MR QUI NLAN: It's one | andowner who
has | eased us that property rights. But ny
point is it's an area that is routinely subject
to tinber harvesting, and it's very renote. W
intentionally noved this line fromthe western

part of the state in northern New Hanmpshire to
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the eastern part of the state to mtigate view
I mpacts. That was a deci sion nade sever al
years ago. Nonethel ess, we're enpl oyi ng many
ot her techniques, and I'll show you sone of
themin a nonent. But sone of them are
hi ghl i ghted here, you know, nore streaniined
structures. There are things we can do wth
respect to the material that we use so that
it's less visible, and I'Il illustrate that for
you in a nonent. W're |ooking at every tower
and getting themto be as | ow as they possibly
can be. Utinmately, we'll use vegetation as a
way to mnimze visual inpacts. These are al
techniques that are routinely used in our
busi ness to address the principal issue being
rai sed here in New Hanpshire. Again, we're
going to continue to look at this on a
structure-by-structure basis.

(Audi ence interruption)

MR. QUINLAN: Sorry. Do you have a

question? GCkay we'll get to it.
Here's an exanple of what |'mtal king
about, okay. This is the -- and this was an

area where there's an existing line. To get

37
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sone attention last tinmne we were here -- that's
t he Pem gewasset River, and this is the

exi sting conditions. This is an exanpl e of
what we refer to as a "visual sinmulation.” So
we've identified some of the critical areas so
we can take a hard | ook at what do they | ook

| i ke today, what would it look like with the
proj ect as proposed, what can we do to reduce
vi sual inpacts and apply those techni ques. W
do have visual sinulation experts who assist us
in this, and they work very closely with our

engi neers and design teans to do everything we

can to reduce visual inpacts. I'Il just show
you one that's still a work in progress. W
still have to work on this one, given its

si gni fi cance.

So this is what Northern Pass woul d
|l ook Iike with a conventional -- this is
Nort hern Pass. That's a conventional |attice
structure. That's a visual sinulation of a
pi cture I showed you last tinme. This is the
exi sting transm ssion line that runs through
that transm ssion corridor today. This |and

has been cl eared so we can see what those
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structures |l ook |ike. Cbviously, that
vegetati on would be allowed to grow back to its
natural state, okay. So this is from New
Hanpt on | ooki ng across the river to

Bri dgewater, okay. You'll see a lattice
structure. This is a nonopole, which is a
single pole with three conductors hangi ng off
it. It's at the top of a hill, so it's

el evated and you're essentially | ooking up at
it. So it's probably the nost direct line of
sight that you could possibly have of this.
It's about a tenth of a mle fromthis vantage
point up to that, those structures, okay.
That's what a conventional design m ght | ook
like. As we take a hard look at this, and as
our engineers study it, this would be a
nmonopol e repl acing the previous |attice
structure. In this case, it's what's referred
to as a "weat hered steel” nonopole. That's a
material and a color that's designed to bl end
in to the surrounding forest. So if you're in
a tree-lined area, this mght be the type of
nonopol e you woul d use because it woul d bl end

in wth the trees, okay. Against a white

39
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background |i ke the sky, that is not likely the
one you would use. This is also a weat hered
steel nonopole with the existing |ine, okay.
So we continue to |l ook at this, and we say,
okay, if we went to a gal vani zed steel, what
m ght that look like? So if you | ook at that
and you |l ook at this, okay, this is now a
gal vani zed steel. It doesn't rust. It renains
basically silver. That's the type of structure
you m ght use against a white background.

Now, our work is not done on this
| ocation, but I"'mjust trying to denonstrate to
you sone of the techniques that we intend to
continue to use as we think about how do we
mtigate view inpacts, okay. There are dozens
of these view sinmulations up and down the route
t hat we've prepared and that our experts and
our engi neers continue to work on. W
understand the significance of this issue, and
we intend to continue working on it, okay.

Al'l right. Beyond visual inpacts,
one of the other things we hear as we talk
about Northern Pass is, "Wat does it nmean to

ny local community froma tax perspective?"
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Agai n, here in Bel knap County, there's only one
town through which Northern Pass woul d be run.
This is what the annualized tax revenue woul d
|l ook I'ike. There's a range there. That's
based upon ki nd of the range of cost estinmation
around the Project for the actual
infrastructure in that town, as well as, you
know, the tax base and the tax nethodol ogy that
the town nmay apply. But, you know, this is
sonmething we are in dialogue with
nmuni ci palities up and down the route about. In
sone towns, this is a very significant property
value for a town. For exanple: Sonme of the
smaller towns in the North Country, you know,
t he asset val ue, the book val ue of the asset
that we're putting into the town, you know,
approaches their current grant[?] list. So
it's a very significant question that
muni ci palities may have in the North Country.
(Audi ence interruption.)

MR QUI NLAN: Ckay. So this is a
topic of inportance. W understand that. W
are maki ng comm tnents around taxes to these

towns wth respect to nethodol ogies. And as
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our final design cones into focus, we'll be
able to narrow this range and get nore specific
around what this |looks |ike on a town-by-town
basi s, okay.

The ot her question we've gotten from
the outset, since at |least |'ve been involved
inthis, is, "Wiat does this nean to the state
of New Hanpshire?" Now, there's been this
perception out there that Northern Pass is all
about taking hydro power from Canada and
delivering it to Boston or Connecticut and that
none of the benefits wll reside here in New
Hampshire. So what we've done here is to
really capture the true story: Wat does this
project mean to the state of New Hanpshire?
And we'll go through them quickly.

The video alluded to what does it
mean from an energy cost perspective. This is
the i ssue you hear from busi nesses and
resi dences across New Hanpshire. You know, if
you tal k to any business | eader about their top
three issues, if you're in an energy-intensive
busi ness, one of themis going to be energy.

They're going to say, "Prices are high.
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They're unstable. | can't plan. And if they
don't stabilize and aren't | owered, we're going
to have to | ook at other options because we're
not conpetitive." Businesses across New
Hanpshi re say that, and busi ness across New
Engl and say that. Wen we take al npst
1100 nmegawatts of stably-priced power and
deliver it to New Hanpshire, that's a
conservative estinmate as to what it's going to
mean to New Hanpshire busi nesses and residences
from an energy cost perspective. This is based
upon what that power will do to | ower the
overall whol esale market price in New Engl and.
You can extrapolate this up. So New
Hanpshire's share of this is $80 mllion a
year. For new England, this is about an $800
mllion a year energy cost savings, okay.
Beyond that, we've nade a conm t nent
as part of our ForwardNH Plan to establish a
fund, a $200 mllion fund that's targeted
towards the communities that are going to be
hosting the line. Wy did we do that? W're
doi ng that because we are denonstrating the

benefits that this project can bring to New
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Hampshire. And, you know, there's been
questions: "lIs it going to have a negative
I mpact on tourisn? How about econom c
devel opnent ? You know, clean energy?" W're
maki ng a $200 mllion conmtnent to fund
initiatives in those areas, in these towns, in
essence, to drive tourism create economc
devel opnent opportunities, pronote snall-scale,
cl ean-energy sol uti ons, okay.

(Audi ence interrupts.)

MR, QUI NLAN. Beyond that -- beyond
that, the tax revenues, when you look at it all
across the towns up and down the route, about
$30 mllion a year. Wen we do our anal ysis of
what does it nean from a j obs perspective,
you'll see over 2,000 jobs during the
constructi on phase and several hundred jobs
thereafter, a very significant driver of gross
donestic product here in the state of New
Hanmpshi re, okay.

It's not nentioned here, but one of
the things we've committed to is that, to the
extent possible, and this referred to as our

“"New Hampshire first” commtnent, all of the
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construction and associated work on this
project will first be nmade avail able to New
Hanpshi re conpani es and New Hanpshire

enpl oyees, and we'll only | ook outside of this
state when there's, in essence, not sufficient
resources in this state. So we truly
anticipate, you know, putting a |ot of New
Hanmpshire residents to work on a very i nportant
proj ect, okay. Up north we've created a Job
Creation Fund. It's really designed to help do
i n essence what the nane says, which is create
jobs. That's going to be managed locally. The
conpani es, in essence, are going to turn the
funds over to an i ndependent group, and they're
going to |l ook for job creation opportunities in
the North Country. And | think many of you
know that's an area that can use that type of

I nfusi on of funding.

When you | ook at the total economc
benefits to New Hanpshire, back to the
question, "What's in it for New Hanpshire?
Isn'"t this all about southern New Engl and?"
It's alnost $4 billion worth of direct

econom ¢ benefits, okay. That's what it
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means from an econoni c perspective. The
envi ronnental benefits are unparalleled as
well. You' re looking at over 3 mllion tons
a year of reduced carbon di oxi de eni ssions.
I f you think about --

(Audi ence interruption)

MR, QUI NLAN. If you think about the
power plants that are retiring or are being
di splaced by a project like this, whether it's
coal or oil, any fossil fuel, you do the
nunbers, that's what it neans from a carbon
reducti on perspective, 3 mllion tons a year,
okay.

There are several other things we are
doing here to create ot her environnental
benefits. One that was not nentioned in the
video i s sone transm ssion upgrades we're
pl anning for up in the North Country. That's
going to allowis the snmall-scal e renewabl e
generation to advance. So you' ve got existing
hydro plants, small plants, bionmass pl ants.
You' ve got wind plants up in the North Country
that will benefit significant fromthese

transm ssi on upgrades, neaning they'|l|l becone
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nore viable. W also create the ability to
devel op nore snuall-scale renewable. And this
is in effort to balance the clean energy
benefits of the | arge hydro inportation and
allow the snall-scal e renewabl e devel opers to
continue to nove forward. Consciously designed
to do that, okay. So that's what this project
does nean to New Hanpshire, both economcally
and environnental |y.

You know, what happens if the Project
gets built el sewhere? Maine, Vernont, et
cetera?

(Audi ence interruption)

MR QUI NLAN: You know, the short
answer is these benefits go with it, okay.

That is the short answer. And, you know, when
you talk to many across the state, whether it's
a business who's | ooking to |lower and stabilize
their energy costs or an individual who's

| ooking for a stable construction job for a

t hree-year period, you know, these things
matter. Muinicipalities who perhaps can use an
addi tional tax basis, these are very materi al

considerations. W've specifically designed
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this to neet those needs, okay.

So, with that, | think we're at the
poi nt where we're ready for questions and
answer s.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NGO Al |
right. These are your questions, folks
[indicating]. There's a |lot of them

There's a nunber of questions that
are directed to the Site Evaluation Conmmttee.
I'mgoing to take those first. These are
questions that would seemto be only directed
to the Site Evaluation Commttee. But, if |
change ny mnd and there's an answer to be had
fromthe Conpany, | wll let you know,

M. Quinlan.

The first one, the question says:
"There seens to be sone recent controversy
about the Forest Society and its donors on an
I ssue involving the Balsans, wll the Site
Eval uation Commttee require that groups |ike
the Forest Society and Say No to Northern Pass
di scl ose who finances their activities?"

There is no general requirenent that

any intervenor disclose who finances their

48
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activities. That doesn't nean that, if there
Is a dispute over whether or not a entity can
participate in the proceeding, that that
i nformati on nay not becone rel evant or may
becone relevant. But, in general, there's no
specific rule that says that a person or a
conpany or an organization that wants to
i ntervene has to reveal where it gets its
fi nances.

The next question for the Site
Eval uation Conmmttee is: "lIs there an
expl anation as to why Counsel for the Public's
| etter raising concerns about the conpl et eness
of the Application filed the day before the
Application was determ ned to be conpl ete, why
did it not appear on the Site Eval uation
Commi ttee's website for several days, when
filings submtted afterwards from other parties
appear ed sooner ?"

The only answer that | have for that
is we don't know the reason why. W received a
lot of filings right at that tine. And, we
apol ogi ze that they didn't cone in -- that they

didn't get put up on the website in the order
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in which they cane in. But it was -- | don't
have -- there's no -- put it this way, there's
no specific reason why that happened, and it
wasn't neant to happen that way.

The next question involves intervenor

status. "Please explain the intervenor process
in detail, the petition requirenents, assune a
petition is" -- a "petition to intervene", |

assune the questioner is asking -- "is
accepted. Pl ease explain step-by-step after
acceptance. Mist an intervenor appear before
the Commttee or can the Commttee accept
witten testinony? Wat is the tinme required
for review? And, any suggestions on what works
best ?"

| can't give you |l egal advice. | do
recommend, to folks who can afford it, if you
are going to try to intervene in the process,
it is always better to hire | egal counsel than
not, and you certainly are entitled to have a
| awyer if you intervene in the process.

However, | can tell you that, in

order to file a petition -- in order to get a

petition granted to intervene, you nust
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denonstrate that you have a right, a claim or
a substantial interest in the outcone of the
proceedi ng, and that it's in the interest of
justice for you to participate, and that your
participation will not inpair the orderly
conduct of the proceedings. |If you submt a
petition that satisfies those three
requi renents, your petition should be granted.
Once your petition is granted, you'll
have the sane rights and responsibilities of

any other party in the proceeding. That neans

that you will have to identify your w tnesses
by what ever deadline is set for doing that. It
nmeans that you wll have to submt prefiled

testi nony and any notions that you m ght have
by what ever deadlines are set. You nust object
to notions by whatever the deadlines are. And,
you nust conply with the Commttee's rules.
And, those rules are avail able on our website.
The next part of the question is:
"Must the intervenor appear before the
Commttee?" It's a hard question to answer,
because | can't inmagine a circunstance in

which, if you actually went through the
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I nterventi on process, why you wouldn't want to
appear before the Commttee? Because,
remenber, during the adjudicative phase,

i ntervenors have the right to cross-exani ne

W t nesses and put on their own w t nesses.

So, it doesn't -- it wouldn't really
make a | ot of sense to intervene just to submt
witten testinony, because the Site Eval uation
Conmmi ttee accepts witten testinony right up
until the time of their deliberations.

So, could you becone an intervenor
and nove to be excused from actually being at
the hearings? Yes. You could probably file a
notion to do that. It just doesn't, at | east
fromthe way we nornally operate, | don't know
why sonebody woul d.

And, what is the tinme required for
review? The timefranes were on the screen up
there. The adjudicative portion of the process
w Il occur between day 240, | forget what the
actual date was, sonetine in August, | believe,
and day 365. That would be really the
timefrane where, if you intervene, and you're

going to participate fully, that's the
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timefrane where you're going to be -- your
presence is going to be nost required.
| hope that answers the questions.
MR ROTH: Hey, M ke?
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  Yes,

Sir

MR. ROTH. Can | add sonmething to
t hat ?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Absol ute
ly. Peter, if you want to add, | don't have a
m cr ophone for you. Can we -- thank you.

MR ROTH. No, that's okay. This is
a place where | can provide sone information
and i nsight w thout providing anybody | egal
advice. But intervention is really inportant,
and | woul d encourage anybody who has an
interest to do it, and it's not as hard as he
just made it sound. And, the Conmmttee is
actually fairly |liberal about allow ng people
to intervene, and the fornmalities of doing it
are pretty sinple. Al you do is you need to
wite a letter and explain why, you know, a few
reasons why you think it's a good idea.

| think it's really inportant, and |
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woul d advi se everybody who wants to do this, to

obtain counsel. And, if you can't afford
counsel, no one will be appointed for you.
And, | cannot represent you, but | can provide

you sone i nformati on and gui dance as the
process rolls al ong.

It's a fairly typical thing for
groups of people who are simlarly situated to
band together and intervene as a group. You
know, for exanple, the -- you know, the
Pem gewasset Ri ver Keepers Group or the Smth
Street Residents, or whatever group you want to
put together, cone in as a group and file
either a joint request to intervene or file
your own separate intervention request, and
then join together and partici pate together.

As far as submtting testinony,
it's -- if you submt testinony, then you
really need to be part of the process, and that
nmeans you have to be subjected to
cross-exam nation during the hearing. Now,

t hat said, a person who puts thenselves out to
be cross-exam ned and submt testinony, that's

going to, in ny hunble opinion, gets nore
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wei ght than soneone who stands up and gi ves
unsworn conmentary at a hearing. Not that
t hose aren't inportant, but the weight of a
person who actually testifies and sits for
cross-exam nation fromthese guys [indicating]
iIs, and fromne, is actually -- that's a
courageous thing to do and shows a great deal
of commtnent and will get a |ot of attention.
Thank you.

FROM THE FLOOR  Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Peter.

The next question deals with -- well,
It asks: "WII| the SEC seek information from
ot her states that al so have mgjor transm ssion
proj ects being planned?" And, it gives sone
exanples: "Plains & Eastern Cean Line in
Gkl ahoma", "Trans West Express in Won ng",
"SunZi a Sout hwest in Arizona", and "G eat
Nort hern Transm ssi on Line".

There is no requirenent that the Site
Eval uati on Comm ttee consi der projects being
pl anned in other places. However, that doesn't

nmean that they're never considered. |t depends
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upon what the issues are that cone up. And,
sonetinmes the way in which an i ssue has been
dealt with in another jurisdiction or another
state does i ndeed becone relevant. 1In |arge
part, that's up to the parties to the
proceeding to bring those things to the
attention of the Site Evaluation Commttee. As
you know, the Site Evaluation Conmttee has one
enpl oyee, that's Ms. Monroe, and it only sits
when there are applications before it. So, the
answer to the question really is "it depends.”
And, | think the | ast question that's
just for the SECis: "I aman Eversource
enpl oyee, but | amnot directly involved in the
Nort hern Pass Project. How do we ensure that
our interests are considered by the Site
Eval uati on Conmittee?"
It doesn't make a difference whether
you' re wearing an orange shirt or whet her
you' re an Eversource enpl oyee, everybody has
equal standi ng before the Commttee, and the
equal rights to use all of those public
partici pati on neasures that | went through

previously in our presentation. You can

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

57

provide witten comment. You can cone to
public nmeetings and public hearings and speak
fromthe dais or ask questions. |f you have an
i nterest, you can nove to intervene. The fact
t hat you happen to work for one conpany or a

di fferent company makes no difference, you have
the sane rights as everybody el se before the
Site Evaluation Commttee.

The first group of questions for the
Applicant that we've organized into generally,
because sone of them have nore than one
question, and they may get off -- out of
cat egori zati on.

MR QUI NLAN: Could I just respond to
t hat enpl oyee questi on, because that's not one
we' ve gotten before?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Sur e.

MR QUI NLAN: | just wanted to,
whoever submitted that, thank them for, first
of all, taking tine to be here tonight. And, |
see nmany famliar faces out in the audience.

So, | do appreciate you taking the tine out of
your day to be here.

And, | know there are 1,500 of you
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out there. And, | do think, you know, our
enpl oyees are an inportant voice on this
matter. So -- and, | think Attorney |acopi no
just nentioned sonme of the ways to formally get
i nvol ved. It sounds like this enployee is not
I nvol ved on Northern Pass. But | think you
understand the i nportance of this Project and
the opportunities it creates for our enpl oyees
to get involved in sone really exciting work.

So, thank you for that question,
t hank you for being here and for your
engagenent .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
M. Quinlan, the first group of questions that
we're going to address deal with the route, the
ri ght-of-way, and it | ooks |ike sone
envi ronnent al i ssues.

The first question is: "Does
Northern Pass, in its consideration of
per manent inpacts to wetl ands, consider the
functi ons and val ues of the wetlands they're
I mpacting when calculating mtigation ratios as
part of their mtigation plan?"

MR QUI NLAN. Ckay. I'mgoing to
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I ntroduce Lee Carbonneau, who is one of our
environnental experts. Lee. She's with
Nor mandeau.

MS. CARBONNEAU. Yes. Thank you,
Bill. Lee Carbonneau, wi th Nornandeau
Associ at es.

So, when we evaluate the inpact, the
per manent inpacts to wetland areas, we do
consider, and we have categorized these wetl and
i npacts by their principal and other functions
and val ues, for every wetland that's i npacted
we've done this. That information is in our
Application materials. W have a big table at
the end of our Wetl and Resource Report, and it
has every wetland, with every inpact, and all
of the functions and values that are
i denti fi ed.

I n cal cul ati ng what the actual area
of inpact is for mtigation purposes, every
wet |l and, regardless of its functions and
values, is included in that. So, even a very
| ow functioni ng wetl and, that has m ni nmal
wet | and functions and values, is treated

equally. They are all included in the
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cal cul ati on of wetl and i npacts.

Where the functions and val ues becone
i mportant is how we determ ne what is
appropriate mtigation for those inpacts. So,
if the bulk of the inpacts are related to good
wldlife habitat, if that's what nost of the
wet |l and functions are, then we will try and
identify mtigation opportunities that
hi ghl i ght wetland mitigation functions of
wildlife habitat.

So, all of the wetlands are incl uded
i n the cal cul ati ons, but the functions and
val ues are inportant in determ ning what Kkind
of mtigation we do.

MR, QUI NLAN: Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO The next
question, M. Qinlan, is "will all towns" --
"all towers", I'msorry, "on the existing
ri ght-of-way have a fall zone wthin the
boundari es of the right-of-way?

MR QU NLAN: I'mgoing to refer that
to Sam Johnson. Samis one of our project
engi neers. He's from Burns & McDonnell. And,

also, I'll introduce JimMntz, who's the
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Presi dent of our transm ssion business.

MR JOHANSON: So, the answer to that
is that all of the structures are designed to
follow the National Electric Code. And,
they're specifically designed such that tower
failure wll happen, in alnbst all instances,
wWthin -- within the right-of-way itself.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Next
question is: "Wy is the proposal for such a
hi gh voltage line? 1Is it correct that the need
for the height of the transm ssion towers is
directly related to the voltage?"

MR, QUI NLAN: Again, I"'mgoing to
refer that question to Sam and Jim

MR. JOHNSON: The answer is "yes".
The hi gher the voltage, typically, the higher
t he structures have to be. And, the reason for
that is that you have to have cl earances
bet ween the conductor at its |lowest point to
the ground. Coupled wth that, structure
hei ghts are often dictated by the topography of
the land. Again, you need to nmaintain the
cl earances. And, again, that's al so desi gned

per the National Electric Code.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next sheet has three questions on it.

First one is: "Wat percentage of New
Hanpshire el ectric needs does the Seabr ook
Nucl ear Power Pl ant provi de?

MR, QUI NLAN:  You know, Seabrook is,
| believe, a 1,200 negawatt station. | think
It was recently upgraded. You would have to
ask the owner of that station as to what
portion of that power is used to serve load in
New Hanpshire. | don't know wi th whom t hey
have contracted, whether that's even bei ng used
to serve custoners in New Hanpshire, or whether
it's serving custoners in Mine or
Massachusetts. That's really a question that |
can't answer. Seabrook, again, is a
1, 200- nmegawatt plant, a little bit |arger than
Nort hern Pass. Northern Pass is just under
1,100 negawatts. Ckay.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The next
question on this sheet is: "Wat conparison is
t here between Eversource and New Engl and d ean
Power Link?" | assune they nean the Northern

Pass Proj ect.
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MR, QUI NLAN:  Coul d you repeat the
question? |'msorry.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO " What
conparison is there between Eversource and New
Engl and C ean Power Li nk?"

MR QUI NLAN: At a high level, you
know, for those of you not famliar wth New
Engl and d ean Power Link, that's a project
proposed by a developer in Vernont. |It's
simlar in size, 1,090 negawatts.

I'll say a couple points of
differentiation. Cbviously, we're not in
Vernmont, we're in New Hanpshire. W're in the
process of working with our partner,
Hydr o- Quebec, on siting an interconnection that
essentially would deliver power to the U S.
border. So, the generation, the hydro sources,
are not at the border, they're further north in
Canada. There's actually a project being sited
and will be built in Canada by our partner to
deliver power that could then flow onto the
Northern Pass line. |I'mnot aware of a simlar
project being sited to deliver power to the New

Engl and d ean Power Li nk.
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You know, I'll say that perhaps a
point of differentiation is not only is
Hydr o- Quebec our partner building that |ine,

t hey al so have entered contracts with us to
del i ver power into New Engl and through our

line. | don't everything about the New Engl and
Cl ean Power Link, but, just fromthe nedi a
coverage of it, | don't know what their power
supply is, and I'"'mnot aware of a |line being
sited i n Canada.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  And, the
third question on this sheet is: "Wat
upgrades will be nade to the existing |ines
bet ween Deerfield and Ayer, Mass. --
Massachusetts?"

MR QUINLAN:. Samor Jim

MR JOHNSON: Yes. So, the
Northern -- the inpacts of Northern Pass on
ot her upgrades are actually only between
Deerfield and Scobi e Pond. The extension of
t hat down to any Massachusetts | ocation is not
part of this Project.

The upgrades that will happen are ten

structures, within the 343 structures that are
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w thin that corridor, wll be raised
approximately five feet.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Next
question is: "Wat are you going to do when
t he new power |ines overstep the right-of-way
and/or if there is no right-of-way set up?"

MR, QUI NLAN: "' mnot sure |
under stand that question, but --

MR, JOHNSON. So, the Project -- the
Project itself is designed to stay within the
exi sting right-of-way corridor. There wll be
no places where the design is outside of the
corridor at all. So, 100 percent of the
Project will be maintained wthin the existing
ri ght - of - way.

[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, sir. |If you want to nake a statenent,
pl ease fill out a card, and you can nake a
statenent at the tinme --

[ Audi ence interruption.]

MR QU NLAN. | will say, just to

follow up on that point. You know, not only

are we staying wthin our existing
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ri ghts-of-way, --
[ Audi ence interruption.]

MR QUI NLAN: -- but, you know, the
| and rights necessary for this Project have
been secured, and that's part of our SEC
filing.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  You
know, throughout our neetings so far this year,
everybody has been very courteous. And, | hope
that this body, the public here today, wll
remai n courteous as well.

The next question really goes to the
SEC. It's regarding environnental inpact, and
asks: "WII| you consider only the inpact in
New Hanpshire or will the inpact at the source
i n Canada be part of your consideration? |If
this is not a prior consideration, can we
ethically” -- | think it's "ethically" --

"di scuss one end of the project wthout
addr essi ng the repercussi ons we woul d be
contributing to at the origin of the project?"

The answer is that, by statute, the
New Hanpshire Site Eval uation Commttee wl|

consi der the benefits and inpacts of the
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Project in the State of New Hampshire, and w ||
not |likely consider inpacts in Canada or in
ot her jurisdictions.

Now, it doesn't nmean that there m ght
not be sone di scussion or sonme consideration of
that. But | previously went over with you the
Section 16 of RSA 162-H, and those are the --
those are the statutory requirenents that the
Site Evaluation Commttee is required to
consider. And, those are the -- and they don't
i ncl ude anyt hi ng outside of the State of New
Hanmpshire. So, that's the best answer that
can give you to that question.

The next series of questions deal
with burying the -- burial of the proposed
power line. The first question states that:
"The Appal achi an Mountain C ub continues to
oppose the project, but isn't it true that the
route nodifications including burial of the
line in the entire Wiite Muntain area
elimnates any view inpacts in that region?"

MR, QUI NLAN. Yes. That is true.

You know, as | said earlier, late in 2015,

before we noved into the siting process, we
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made the commtnent to 52 mles of additional
under ground construction, |argely based on

f eedback from groups such as this. You know,
prior to maki ng that decision, we had net wth
many groups across the state, had gotten a | ot
of feedback on the inportance of that Wite
Mount ai n Nati onal Forest area, including
Franconi a Notch, the Appal achian Trail, et
cetera, and that was consistent.

Al nost irrespective of where you were
in the State of New Hanpshire and who you were
talking to, the first thing we heard about was
the i npact on the White Mountain National
Forest. That's what drove that decision to go
w t h under ground construction. That was not an
easy decision for us to nake, because it
resulted in having to reduce the Project size
by 15 percent. W probably added several
hundred mllion dollars worth of construction
costs to the Project. And, it was all intended
to address view inpacts in and around the Wite
Mount ai n Nati onal Forest area.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Next

question is: "Northern Pass says that it
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|istens to the people of New Hanpshire. | have
two questions.” And, there are two questions
here. "Northern Pass buried 8 m | es through
Clarksville and Stewartstown, why? 1Is it
because the Connecticut Lakes Headwaters Land
Trust would not allow Northern Pass to go
t hrough their | and?"

l'mgoing to give you the second
question, too, because it's simlar. "Northern
Pass buried 35 mles through the Wiite Mountain
Nati onal Forest, why? 1Is it because Northern
Pass could not go through the Nati onal Forest
W th towers?"

And, then, the questioner wites: As
Counci |l or Ray Burton said before he passed
away, "Bury the entire line through this
beauti ful state or pick up your tent and go
honme" . "

MR QU NLAN:  So, the --

[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The
questions are regarding the 8 mles in
Clarksville and Stewartstown, and 35 m |l es,

according to the questioner, in the Wite
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Mount ai n Nati onal Forest.

MR QU NLAN:. So, I'll answer the
second question first, and then I'Il refer the
first question to M. Mintz, who was here when
t hat earlier decision was nade.

But, as to the, you know, the
decision in and around the White Muntain
Nat i onal Forest, you know, one thing, so
everyone's clear, we have an existing
transm ssion right-of-way with an existing
transm ssion line running through the Wiite
Mount ai n Nati onal Forest.

So, the previous proposal was to use
that existing corridor running parallel to that
existing line. W determ ned not to do that.
It wasn't because we couldn't do it, we have
all the legal rights and property rights
necessary to do it. W namde that decision to
nove out of the White Mountain Nati onal Forest
to mnimze view inpacts.

And, as | said, it resulted in al nost
a 20 percent reduction in the size of this
Project, and therefore the benefits of this

Project, and several hundred mllion dollars of
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addi tional costs. Not because we couldn't do
iIt, because, based upon feedback from New
Hanpshire, we determned not to do it. Okay?

So, that was the decision around the
White Mountain National Forest. And, Jim the
earlier decision around the 8 mles in the
North Country.

MR MJUNTZ: Yes. The initial -- Jim
Munt z, President of Transm ssion of Eversource.
The earlier decision about the 8 mles, it was
an initial reaction to the feedback we got
about the north 40 mles of this Project, where
there was no right-of-way, there was no
transm ssion line already. As we | ooked at
securing the 22 mles in the Wagner Forest, the
other 8 mles, you know, becane sonet hi ng
t hat -- underground becane the best option for
us to establish control of the route and have a
vi abl e project going forward.

So, that's basically, you know, how
t hat cane about.

MR QU NLAN:  Yes. And, just to
round out that answer, because | wasn't here

then, but | do know a little bit of background.
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Not only did we commt to 8 mles of

under ground construction, as | said earlier, we
nmoved t hat whol e new ri ght-of-way section in
the North Country to the east, to get it away
fromviewinpacts and to get it into this

ti nber forest area. kay?

So, that was a conbi nati on deci si on,
goi ng underground was our way of getting to the
eastern part of the state.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next question is a lengthy one: "In 2013,
Ver nont asked Hydro- Quebec to put |ines under
Lake Chanpl ain and the highway (interstate).

It was agreed to. Wiy is this? Wat is
happening in Vernont that is not happening in
New Hanpshire? States nust be respected in the
sane way. Qur livelihoods will be affected in
the sane way. There are old railroad beds and
a river (long) where these |ines should be" --
I*"msorry, "river bed (long) where these |ines
shoul d be buried in New Hanpshire. Then a bike
path from Concord to Col ebrook could be built
for the citizens. P.S. Your conpany gives out

false info. 80 percent of the |lines are not

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

73

being buried. It is only one-third of the
i nes.”

Several questions in there. Wy
don't you take a crack at them

MR QUINLAN. Yes. 1'Ill refer the
| ater question -- | guess, the first part of
that question to M. Muntz. But the
"80 percent" refers to "either underground or
an existing right-of-way". GCkay? W recognize
it's about a third that is underground. So,

60 mles is underground. The "80 percent”
figure is the conbination of that, plus
portions of the route that are in an existing
ri ght-of-way running parallel to an existing
transm ssion line. Gkay? Just so we're clear.
Ckay.

MR MJINTZ: Yes. For the first part,
| think, for clarification, |I would suggest
that the State of Vernont has not tal ked to
Hydr o- Quebec about that. The Project proposed
in the State of Vernont is by a transni ssion
devel oper that said "hey, we're going to run a
| i ne from Canada down to here."” And, people

are free to, you know, propose those type of
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projects. That type of project is basically a
merchant transm ssion project, where they need
to get a supply on one end of the line, and
custoners on the other, and have an agreenent
bet ween those two that will cover the cost of
the line. And, that's the business they're in,
that's how t hey make noney.

They' ve proposed a line. You know,
to date, we're not aware who their custoners
are or who their power supply is. So, you
know, it really doesn't have anything to do
wth the State of Vernont and Hydro- Quebec, to
our know edge. Basically, that devel oper has
asked the State of Vernont for permssion to
run that line. And, we'll see how that evol ves
as we proceed.

FROM THE FLOOR May | ask a question
about that?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  What' s
your question, sir?

FROM THE FLOOR  There was an article
recently, over the |ast few days, about the New
Engl and Pass [sic], and it stated that the

State of Vernont has just approved themto
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build that. And, that it's also going to be
buried in Lake Chanplain, as well as
underground, after it gets at the end of Lake
Chanpl ain, into the bottom of Vernont to
connect up to the grid.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
Wiy don't we let -- why don't we |et
M. Quinlan give you his best answer that he
can about that project. |If you could explain,
pl ease, because there's a |lot of questions
about this Vernont project?

MR MJUNTZ: Yes. Yes. That is true.
Thi s devel oper that |'ve tal ked about has nade
t hat proposal in Vernont, and they have
recei ved approval to do it. Now, you know, if
that was us, we'd say "we need to know who's
goi ng to, you know, buy the product fromthe
| ine, who's going to put the energy into the
top part of the line, if you wll? And, we
al so need to know what contractors are going to
build that |line for, you know, the price -- for
the right price, such that, you know, the noney
wor ks out and peopl e, you know, nake a return

on their investnents?"
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Those are all questions that are not
cl ear about the Vernont |ine. Mny, nmany
merchant transm ssion |ines are proposed around
the country. The success rate of those, from
you know, announcenent to siting, is very |low
Ckay?

So, | would also offer that this sane
devel oper has a line that is approved to run
from Canada down to New York. That's been
approved and has had all its permts for

several years. That's advertised as a $2

billion Iine. Nobody's building it, because
there's nobody willing to pay for it, there's
no contractors that seemto be wlling to build
it for what, you know, certainly for 2 billion.

W have talked to a ot of contractors, as part
of getting ready for this Project, and there's
al so no supply identified for that project.

So, those are the ingredients you
need to have a successful transm ssion project.
W have a supply. And, we have custoners in
New Engl and. W have someone willing to pay
for it. So, we feel like this application has

much nore chance of success than a nerchant
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l'i ne.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next question is -- actually, there's three
guesti ons on one sheet.

[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFICER | ACOPINO  Sir, if
you want to nake a statenent, please fill out a
card. |1've allowed you to stand up and make
t he question out-of-line. You could have wote
it down on a sheet. You can still do that, if
you' d |like? But we need -- we do need to nove
on. There's a | ot of people who have asked
questions here, and we want to get them all
answered to the best of our ability.

The next sheet as three questions on
it. The first one is: "Wat is your basis for
sayi ng that Franconia Notch is off limts for
burying the line? Have you consulted wth all
of the parties involved: New Hanmpshire DOT,
New Hanpshi re DRED, Society for Protection of
New Hanpshire Forests, Appal achian Mountain
Club? If not, why not? |If so, what did each
say?"

That's the first question. Wy don't
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you take that one first.

MR QUINLAN. Ckay. I'mgoing to
refer this question to Mark Hodgdon. Mark, why
don't you introduce yourself and some of the
outreach we've done.

MR HODGDON: My nane is Mark
Hodgdon. |I'ma private attorney in Concord,
who's been consulting with Northern Pass on
road permtting i ssues for public highways.

For 24 years, | was in the Attorney Ceneral's
O fice and represented DOT.

The question is regardi ng what
consent decree or nenorandumthat's been filed
in federal court and governs any construction
in Franconia Notch. It was part of the
litigation surrounding the creation of the
Franconi a Notch Parkway. And, anybody t hat
knows Franconi a Notch Parkway knows that it is
not your typical interstate design; it is, in
fact, very different, and goes down to one | ane
in each direction at one point.

And, originally, as designed, it
wasn't even divided. There wasn't even a

barrier there. And, that was permtted by the
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f ederal governnent, Federal Hi ghway
Adm ni stration, back in the '80s, as part of
the settlenent of the litigation because of the
very highly sensitive environnentally --
envi ronnental considerations in the Notch, as
well as the cultural considerations. It is
really an inportant area for the State of New
Hampshire for all of us residents. And, it
m ght very well be the nost environnentally
sensitive area in the state. But that
litigation specifically says that "There shal
be no further construction or additional |anes
W thin Franconia Notch."

So, the question is, "have we
consul ted or sought to change that agreenent?"
And, the reason is, we're not party to it; DOT
is. And, | happen to have been representing
DOT back in the '90s, when they did seek to
change that agreenent and put in a guardrail
between the two | anes. And, that process took
years to acconplish, sinply to put in a
guardrail, after people had been killed in
t here.

So, | amwell aware of how difficult
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that process is. And, DOT is not inclined to
engage in that process for anything but safety
I ssues. So, we know that that is not really a
vi abl e opportunity to change that agreenent,
especially for this Project, and given sone of
the other signatories to that agreenent,

I ncludi ng the Society and the Appal achi an
Mount ai n Cl ub.

So, DOT has no appetite to seek a
change. They would have to agree to do so.
And, that's why we sought alternative routes.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Just
stay up there, M. Hodgdon, because | have two
nore questions that involve the roads, so --

MR, HODGDON:. Ckay. Lucky ne.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO The next
one is: "Have you specifically asked New
Hanmpshi re Departnment of Transportati on whet her
you coul d use any part of 1-93 before you
proposed using state roads in Gafton County?
If so, what did the Departnent of
Transportation say? |f not, why not?"

MR HODGDON: As is typical with

this -- with any kind of project of this size,
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we have had ongoi ng di scussions with DOTl for at

| east three years. | can't renenber how | ong,
actually. And, so -- and, we're, as you m ght
i magine, I'mvery famliar with their rules and

regul ations and their policies. And, so, we
have had extensive discussions with them And,
we knew where their preferences and their
interests lied, and that's why we proposed the
roads we did.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The
third question on this sheet is: "Have you
specifically asked New Hanpshire DOT whet her
you coul d use Routes 302, 18, 116, and 112
bef ore you announced this route in August 20157
If so, what did New Hanpshire DOT say? |If not,
why not ?"

MR HODGDON: We filed the
Application requesting that with DOT. It would
be i nappropriate, prior to the filing of the
Application, to ask if we could use those
roads. W conplied with their criteria as they
asked us to do, and subm tted docunents that
met their standards and criteria so that we

coul d nove forward.
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They are still review ng the process.
Even today, they haven't said we can use or
can't use any particular roads. It would be
I nappropriate for themto do that. They're
review ng the Application. What they have said
to date is that everything we submtted all ows
themto review the Application. |n other
words, it's conplete.

We chose those roads, in part,
because of our consultations with DOI and
knowi ng their concerns, particularly with I-93
and Franconi a Not ch.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. The next
question is really addressed to the SEC. So,
I'll take a crack at answering it.

"Has the Site Evaluation Conmttee
done an economi c i npact study on the potenti al
cost to the state on locating this in 1-93, in
terms of traffic delays, traffic rerouting, and
I mpacts on tourisnf"

The Site Evaluation Conmmttee, up to
this point, has done no studies at all. The
Application is filed before the Site Eval uation

Comm ttee. And, the various studies are
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normal |y done by the parties. And, the Site
Eval uation Commttee will consider what studies
they are going to rely on, just like a judge in
a trial determ nes what evidence is nore
per suasi ve. So, the SEC has not done an
econom c i npact study.

You may want to address whet her the
Appl i cant has done one.

MR, QUI NLAN. W have not.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. ' m
sorry?

MR QUI NLAN:. W have not.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next question is: "Sone people have pushed

to have the project buried on I-93. Can you
expl ai n how that would work with diverting
traffic and getting off exit ranps, et cetera?"

MR. HODGDON: Can you read that
question again for me, counsel?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Sure.
"Some peopl e have pushed to have the project
buried on 1-93. Can you explain how that woul d
work with diverting traffic, getting off exit

ranps, et cetera?"
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MR HODGDON: Yes. Well, sort of.
What you have to understand about 1-93 is,
according to DOIl's own policies, it's intended,
and | think everybody kind of knows that 1-93
is probably -- 1'll say it is the nost
Important artery in the state. There are
others that are very inportant. But 1-93 runs
up through the heart of the state. It's the
| ongest, it's the nost heavily travel ed. And,
it's designed for "optinmal nmobility and safety
of through-traffic". That's why there are no
sidestreets, there are no abutter -- abutting
driveways. That's why there's only entrance
and exit ranps. DOl wants to protect that
purpose. That's -- when anything cones up
about 1-93, protecting that purpose, "safety
and nobility of the through-traffic", is their
nunber one concern. And, it probably is their
top three concerns.

That means, when you're tal ki ng about
putting a longitudinal -- what's called a
"l ongi tudi nal installation", utility
installation, in a corridor, DOI's policy,

nunber one is, "you can't do it", neaning
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"runni ng al ong the hi ghway", that's what

"l ongi tudi nal”™ neans, as opposed to a crossing,
which is a whole separate animal. DOT's first
rule is "you can't do it".

The second rule is, "you can do it if
you prove extrenme hardshi p", and that -- there
are several criteria for that. The nost
I mportant one, for our purposes, there are
others that are inportant, don't get ne wong,
that we probably can't nmeet, but you can't have
any other viable alternative. And, our
Application is, by definition, viable
al ternatives.

So, we can't neet the "extrene
hardshi p” criteria. Even if you do neet the
“hardshi p” criteria, DOT wll prohibit you from
doing it in the nmedian or in the roadway.

Those are out. So, if you neet the "hardship"
criteria, you can't build it in the road or in
the median. But they want you out by the fence
line. And, if you're driving up and down 93,

if you ook off to the left or the right, you
can |l ook into the woods, and usually it is in

t he woods, because it's back, 1t's uncl eared
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area and undi sturbed areas, you wll see a
fence. That's the right-of-way limts. That's
where the state property boundary is. They
want you out in that area as cl ose as
practicable to that.

And, they won't allow you to access
on or off the highway to build out there.

Whi ch neans you'll have to build an access
road, essentially parallel to the highway,
which also is for future nai ntenance. Again,
t hey don't want you exiting or entering from
t he hi ghway.

So, in answer to the question, there
won't be any detours for the nost part, there
may be very few, very -- one or two exceptions.
But, for the nost part, if you are going to
build on 93 for 50 to 60 mles, we would be
creating a gravel road next to the roadway,
taking down all the trees, blasting | edge,
taking out the wetlands or filling them and
creating, essentially, a parallel access road
for 50-60 m | es.

So, the question asks "well, what's

the i npact on the detours?" DOT rules are
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designed to mnimze the inpact on detours.

But that neans that there will be extrene

i npacts on the aesthetics of that road, as well
as environnental resources, and the trees and
vegetation. Your ride on |-93 would change,
very different, it would | ook different.

MR, QUI NLAN:  Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO M.
Qui nl an, this next question is directed
directly to you. It says: "Has M. Quinlan
read any of the thousands of public coments
submtted to the DOE regarding the EIS, and did
he note the many calls to bury Northern Pass in
Coos County, Bel knap County, and Merri mack
Count y?"

MR, QUINLAN. Yes. 1've read -- read
many comrents, and |'ve heard directly from
many across the state about options for
addressing view i npacts. As | said at the
outset, you know, we continue to work on that
i ssue. W think we've nade a very significant
commtnent with the one we di scussed earlier
around the White Muwuntain National Forest, and

we're going to continue to work on i npacts.
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But |I've certainly received plenty of
f eedback on this issue.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next batch of questions comes under the
gener al headi ng of "econom cs". O course,
sone of them nmay stray, because there's
nunmer ous questions on sone sheets.

The first one is: "Exactly what
percent age of the energy delivered by the |ine
w Il be used in New Hanmpshire?"

MR QUI NLAN: So, all of the energy
flow ng across this line will be delivered to
the termnal point here, which is in Deerfield,
New Hanpshire. GCkay? So, that's where
electrically the power will be delivered from
Nort hern Pass, all of it. W have reached an
agreenent with our partner, Hydro-Quebec, who
Is the source of the power, to reserve at | east
10 percent of that power for Eversource on New
Hanmpshire custoners. Ckay? That's the m ni num
anmount that's avail able to us.

To the extent there's an interest in
New Hanpshire in a greater percentage, |'msure

New Hanpshi re can access additional percentage.
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But, electrically, it's all delivered here.
Contractually, we've got 10 percent. Wy

10 percent? Because we are a little |ess than
10 percent of New Engl and's | oad. New
Hanpshire, in its entirety, is about 9 percent
of all of New England's |load. So, we wanted to
ensure at a mnimumthat we received our fair
share. It's not to say we couldn't request 20,
or buy 40 or nore. |It's a question of, you
know, accessing that in the market and buyi ng
it. But we do have that 10 percent
reservation.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Next
question is a followup to that: "lIs this the
nost cost-effective way to neet the denmand this
line will serve? Have externalities been
internalized in the econom ¢ anal ysis? Has the
econom ¢ anal ysi s been nade avail abl e publicly?
And, if not, why not?

MR. QUI NLAN: Can you reread that
question?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Sur e.

MR, QUINLAN. | want to nake sure |

have all the el enents.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  Sure.
"Is this the nost cost-effective way to neet
the demand this line will serve?" |It's
actually, really, a series of three questions.
"Have externalities been internalized in the
econom ¢ anal ysis? And, has the economc
anal ysi s been nade avail able publicly? And, if
not, why not?"

MR, QUI NLAN: Yes. So, again, what
we' ve been striving for is a balance. One that
bal ances the economcs of this Project with our
ability to site this Project here in New
Hanmpshire at a federal |evel, and having a
Project that works technically. W have -- we
have nade concessions on the economc side to
make it a nore attractive project to New
Hanmpshire. W have reduced the benefits by
about 20 percent, by our decision to
under ground nore of the construction. W have
added several hundred mllion dollars of costs
to the Project, in an effort to strike that
appropri ate bal ance.

So, isit, froma pure cost/benefit

anal ysis, the single nost beneficial? No. You
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know, it's far | ess expensive to have an

al | -overhead construction |line, 1,200
nmegawatts, using conventional cable, which was
originally proposed. W've made significant
adjustnments to that to address New Hanpshire's
concern and to stri ke an appropri ate bal ance.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  What
about "the econom c anal ysis has been nade
avai l abl e publicly? And, if not, why not?"

MR, QUI NLAN:  You know, | know as
part of our SEC Application, the testinony of
our expert from London Economics is part of
that Application. Portions of their analysis I
understand are subject to a protective order,
because they're proprietary.

[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Sir, why
don't we handl e your question this way, okay?
We're recording everything that's goi ng down
here with court reporters. They can't hear
you. | would ask if you would fill out a
yell ow card and bring it up here, and then, at
the ti me when we nake the public statenents,

you can make your statenment up here. And, if
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you - -
[ Audi ence interruption.]
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. | f
you -- may | finish, sir? My | finish? |If
you believe that they haven't answered a
question, and you want to nake that part of
your statenent, that's fine. The other thing
that | would ask you to do is wite your
question down on a green sheet, |ike the dozens
of other fol ks have done, and --
[ Audi ence interruption.]
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Do you

have any nore of an answer to his question

about the -- well, 1'll read the question
again. "ls this the nost cost-effective way to
neet the demand this line will serve? Have

externalities been internalized in the economc
anal ysis? And, has the econom c anal ysis been
made avail able publicly? If not, why not?"

MR QU NLAN: So, as to the first
question, it is the balance that we think is
necessary for this Project to nove forward.

[ Ext ended audi ence interruption.]

MR, QUI NLAN:  Yes. Ckay. Now, |
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better understand your question. So, one of
the things we're trying to do is to address the
| arge nunber of power plants that have retired
in this region. You know, you're probably
awar e that several nuclear plants recently have
retired or are about to retire, one in Vernont,
PilgrimStation in Massachusetts. And,
additionally, coal-fired power plants,
oil-filed power plants, across New Engl and,

i ncludi ng i n New Hanpshire, have been retiring.
So, about 25 percent of the existing fleet has
either retired or will be retiring.

The options for replacing basel oad
generation are very limted in New Engl and.
W're not -- not likely to be building new
nucl ear plants, coal plants, oil plants in the
near future. W' ve becone hugely dependent on
natural gas, to the point where over 50 percent
of our load is served by natural gas.

So, to have any neasure of fuel
diversity in this region, we need an
alternative to gas, for basel oad power
generation. The single best, nost

cost-effective alternative to natural gas
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that's viable in New England is | arge-scale
hydro. Ckay?

That's not to say that there's not a
role for wind and solar. Those are
intermttent resources. They are not going to
repl ace basel oad power pl ants.

So, the short answer to your question
Is "yes". |In ny estimation, unless you want to
becone 70 or 80 percent dependent on one fuel
supply, which tends to be very vol atil e,
natural gas, |arge baseload hydro inports are
the nost cost-effective approach in neeting New
Engl and and New Hanpshire's | oad requirenents
in the future.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you. The next question is: "lIs the rate in
t he MOU/ PPA wi th Hydro- Quebec narket rate or a
fixed rate? Either way, is New Hanpshire
required to accept the stated rate?"

MR. QUI NLAN:  So, what's being
referred to here is a Power Purchase Agreenent
that we anticipate entering into with our
partner, Hydro-Quebec. At this point, we have

executed a Menorandum of Understanding wth our
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partner, Hydro-Quebec, which will ultinately be
converted into that Power Purchase Agreenent.
The terns of that Menorandum of Under st andi ng
are the principal terns you woul d expect; you
know, duration of the arrangenent, the pricing
terns, the environnental treatnent of the
power, the clean energy flowi ng over the |ine.
All of that is spelled out in the Menorandum of
Understanding. It is subject to a protective
or der. It's confidential at this point. So, |
amnot in a position to disclose it.
Utinmately, the New Hanpshire Public
Conmm ssion will determ ne whether our entry
into a Power Purchase Agreenent is in the best
i nterest of custonmers. So, when we're at a
poi nt where we have a true Power Purchase
Agreement, we will submt it to our regul ator
they will ook at it and determ ne whet her
that's in the econom c best interests of
custoners and shoul d nove forward. So,
everything we're doing wth Hydro-Quebec is
subject to review by our regul atory body.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO©  The next

question follows up on that one, it appears.
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"You claimthat the Project wll have benefits
of $80 mllion, and | ast night you suggested

t hat peopl e read the London Econom cs study
that is part of the Application. 1Isn't that
study nmarked "confidential" and you have filed
a notion wwth the SEC to keep it confidential?
How can we | ook at the study to reviewthe
clainmed benefits if it is confidential?"

MR, QUINLAN: Yes. So, that is the
study | was referring to. |It's the London
Econom c study. It was filed as part of our
SEC Application subject to a protective order
So, to the extent | m sspoke | ast evening, it
was because | was not aware that we had sought
protective treatnment for that particul ar study.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  And, the
next followup question is for the Site
Eval uation Commttee: "Wen wll the SEC nake
this study avail able to the public?"

And, that's a determ nation that w |
be made by the Chairman of the Conmittee.

There is a notion for it to be confidential,
and that decision will be nade, once the

i nterventi ons have been rul ed on, and fol ks

96
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have had an opportunity to weigh in, and either
agree with or object to the Mtion for
Confidentiality.

Next question: "New Hanpshire pays
about 50 percent nore than the national average
for electricity, which is a real problemfor
keepi ng busi nesses and jobs here. It seens
that the power generators, nany of whom seemto
oppose the Project through their industry
associ ation, are nmaki ng noney on the back of
New Hanpshire. Ratepayer” -- "on the back of
New Hanpshire ratepayers. Can you address how
this Project wll reduce rates?"

MR QU NLAN:. Yes, | can. And, it
was alluded to, both in the video and in the
present ati on.

This Project will | ower New Hanpshire
rates in two ways. First, is the suppression
of the overall whol esale price of electricity
i n New Engl and. ay? So, as | said, when you
take 1,090 negawatts of conpetitively priced
power, you deliver it into New Hanpshire, it
di spl aces large inefficient, generally

carbon-emtting power plants. So, those |ess
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cost-effective plants don't run, the entire
whol esal e narket price is suppressed. That's
about an $800 million a year effect on the
whol esal e market price. The 80 mllion --
[ Audi ence interruption.]
MR, QUINLAN: The "80 mllion" that

was referred to earlier is New Hanpshire's

proportionate share of that 800 mllion. Ckay?
But custoners across New England wll see that
benefit.

In addition to that, the Power
Purchase Agreenent that | alluded to earlier,
that we anticipate entering into wth our
partner, wll provide additional economc
benefits that will lower electric rates for our
custoners, both business and residenti al.

So, the nunber we shared is only that
first effect. W anticipate additional energy
cost reductions as a result of that Power
Pur chase Agreenent.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO:  Next
question is: "New Hanpshire's forests, farnms,
and towns provide a sense of place that

residents and visitors val ue. Si nce t he

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N B O

99

proposed transm ssion |lines transect our state
with significant change to this characteristic
| andscape, has there been an econom c anal ysi s
of the effects on the natural and historic
| andscape fromthe proposed Northern Pass
towers and clearing for transm ssion |ines?
Recogni zing that tourismis critical to the
state's econony, what are the adverse economnc
effects from Northern Pass on tourisnP"

MR, QUINLAN. Ckay. I'mgoing to
refer that question to Bob Varney. He's also
f r om Nor mandeau.

MR. VARNEY: Thank you. The Northern
Pass Project hired a tourismexpert to | ook at
t he i ssue of potential inpacts on the tourism
i ndustry here in New Hanpshire as it relates to
this Project. And, an expert firmcalled
Ni chol s Tourism Group, Mtch N chols conducted
a study of this issue. Mtch is a very
experienced tourismexpert who works in the
field directly for people who are trying to
i ncrease tourismand pursue tourism strategies,
touri sm pl ans throughout the country. He's

devel oped tourismstrategies for | believe
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seven states, including, about 15 years ago, |
t hi nk he was enpl oyed by the State of New
Hanpshire to develop a tourism plan here.

He conducted a study | ooking at the
i ssue which had five elenents, which are
described in detail in his report, that is in
Appendi x 45 of the SEC Application, as well as
di scussed and sunmmarized in his testinony
that's in the Application.

The five el enents of his study
i ncl uded | ooki ng at his professional experience
over 20 years working in the industry, in which
he saw that there had never been any data
devel oped or significant information that woul d
suggest that power |ines have any significant
ef fect on tourism anywhere that he's worked.
And, he's worked on over 250 projects around
the country. And, this is -- I"mreporting the
results of his study and his report.

He exam ned New Hanpshire's tourism
i ndustry, | ooked very carefully at the tourism
data that was devel oped by Plynouth State
Uni versity, as well as the New Hanpshire

D vi sion of Travel & Tourism and the
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Departnent of Resources & Econom c Devel opnent.

He | ooked at the issue of the nunber
of establishnments and the jobs that were
associated with tourismby state and by county
over tine, and | ooked at the Phase Il Hydro
Project in New Hanpshire, that was conducted --
or, constructed back in 1990, | ooking before,
during, and after construction, and what the
data said in using Bureau of Labor Statistics'
dat a.

He al so | ooked nore recently at the
Maine Reliability Project, a very | arge
project, extending fromthe Bangor area down to
Eliot, Maine, a |large 345 kV |line, and, again,
| ooked at the data associated with that. And,
t he data showed that the tourism econony
continued to grow, and there was no enpiri cal
data to suggest that it had an adverse effect
on tourismin either of those projects.

He al so conducted |istening sessions
and interviews with tourism/| eaders in
different parts of the state, and al so
conducted a prospective visitor survey with

prospective visitors in seven states, the six
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New Engl and states, plus New York State, which
t oget her represents about 80 percent of the
tourismvisitors that come into New Hanpshire.
A total of 456 surveys were conducted as part
of that effort.

And, overall, his conclusion was that
the enpirical data, as well as the data from
interviews and work in the tourismindustry,
has suggested that there would be no
significant inpact on tourismin the state.

That there were other factors that were a nuch
hi gher priority, as it relates to tourism nany
other factors were nmuch nore significant.

And, again, | would urge that you
carefully read his report, which is included as
part of the SEC Application. Thank you.

MR, QUINLAN. | would just add one
other itemto that. That's certainly the work
of our experts and it's well-supported. W do
recogni ze that there have been questions raised
about tourism It's one of the reasons, when
you | ook at our ForwardNH Fund, the
$200 mllion fund we're establishing, we' ve

earmarked a portion of that fund and intend to
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direct it towards tourisminitiatives. So, a
portion of that 200 mllion will go in that
direction to pronote tourismin New Hanpshire.
It's one of four focus areas.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The next
question is: "W have heard about a possible
Purchase Power Agreenent for 10 percent of the
power delivered by Northern Pass. |s that
10 percent of whatever happens to be delivered
or is that 100 negawatts? And, is it for al
New Hanpshire consuners or just Eversource New
Hanmpshi re cust oners?”

MR QU NLAN: As | said earlier, we
have executed a Menorandum of Under st andi ng
with our partner. It will be converted into a
Power Purchase Agreement. The terns of that
are proprietary at this point.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  And, the
ot her --

MR QUI NLAN:. And, as to the second
part of that question, | will say it's a Power
Pur chase Agreenent as between Eversource New
Hanmpshire, which is the fornmer PSNH, and

Hydr o- Quebec. So, the benefits of that power
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wll flowto PSNH and now Ever source New
Hanmpshi re cust oners.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO The next
question is: "Can you pl ease explain how
Ever source generates revenue on Northern Pass
t hrough the TSE' -- "TSA", |I'msorry, "and the
FERC approved return on equity?"

MR QUINLAN. Ckay. I'mgoing to
refer that to M. Mintz.

MR MUNTZ: Sur e. Northern Pass is a

$1.6 billion investnent. |It's a typical
utility investnment. Utility conpanies finance
an investnent like that wth half debt, at, you

know, nomnally 3-4 percent, and half equity.
The equity rate is regulated by the FERC. And,
our equity rate is expected to be about
11 percent. So, if you look at that, it's a
wei ght ed average cost of capital, which, you
know, you nay be famliar with that termfrom
busi nesses and i ndustries you're famliar wth,
somewher e around seven and a half percent.

So, what happens is we wll have
Hydr o- Quebec, will be paying the -- what we

call the "revenue requirenments" of that
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$1.6 billion nortgage, they will pay it down
over a 40-year period. The paynment wll be
based on a debt conponent and an equity
conponent. Eversource derives their earnings
fromjust fromthe equity conponent, the debt
conponent is, basically, you know, a
pass-t hrough.

We woul d expect that our earnings on
the $1.6 billion investnent woul d be about
$90 mllion the first year, and that would
decline down to zero at the end of 40 years.
And, this Project, a project |ike this,
typically has a longer |ife than 40 years.
Should it go | onger than 40 years, there's no
equity or debt conponent left. You're just
basically |l eft paying the operating and
mai nt enance costs, and those are typically very
small. And, there are al so no earnings
associated wth that.

So, that's, basically, the story of
t he investnent, from40 years, down to totally
depreci ated, and, you know, just basically O&M
expenses.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  Next
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question is: "How would a | ocal business apply
for a grant under the ForwardNH Fund?"

MR QUI NLAN: Ckay. So, again, the
Forwar dNH Fund wi Il beconme a reality when we
pl ace Northern Pass in service, which is in the
2019 timefrane currently. And, however, in
these i ntervening nonths, we are going to be
establishing the rul es around grant
applications and how fundi ng requests are nade
for other types of initiatives. W also hope
to be establishing an advisory board that has
expertise in the four Fund target areas:
Tourism economnm c devel opnent, community
I nvestnents, and cl ean energy.

So, we want to put together the right
advi sory board, who can nake the deci sions
around these initiatives, so that they have the
maxi mum positive benefit for New Hanpshire.
That's sonething we're going to be putting
together this year, the structure, the
gover nance, probably constituting the advisory
board, and then hopefully be in a position to
begin to consi der requests, suggestions, and

grant applications.
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But it's sonething we're very excited
about. W think we can do a | ot of great
things. | mean, $200 nmillion is a significant
i nvestment from a pure economn ¢ devel opnent
per spective, and we want to ensure we have the
ri ght expertise to hel p guide those deci sions.

And, if there's a specific foll ow up
question from whoever raised that, they could
contact ne after this neeting.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Next
question is: "Does your research show that
econom c activity increases during the
construction period in communities along the
route of the projects like" -- "of projects
i ke the Northern Pass?" And, then, there's a
foll owup question: "Wuld Northern Pass make
it less likely that New Hanpshire electric
rat epayers experience rolling blackouts at sone
point in the next 15 years?"

MR, QUI NLAN:  Ckay. The first of
t hose questions, on the econom c inpacts, |I'm
going to refer this to Lisa Shapiro. Lisa,
maybe you coul d i ntroduce yourself.

M5. SHAPI RO  Thank you. H . M
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nane is Lisa Shapiro. I'mwth Gll agher,
Call ahan & Gartrell. And, |I'ma consultant for
t he project on econom c and tax benefits.

So, could you just repeat the
question? | just want to make sure | --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Sure.
"Does your research show that econom c activity
I ncreases during the construction period in
communi ties along the routes of projects like
t he Northern Pass?

MS. SHAPIRO Yes. This is a very
significant construction project, $1.6 billion.
And, the Project Team estinates that about 500
mllion of that will be directly spent on New
Hanpshi re | abor and New Hanpshire suppliers,
service providers, |ocal businesses. And, as
that noney is spent, it's recycled back into
the econony, and it has quite a bit of a boost.
So, the 2,400 job estinates during that
timefrane, as well as a significant inmpact in
t he gross state product of several hundred
mllion dollars.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  And,

t hen, the second part of that question --
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MR QUINLAN. And, | will add just to
that answer. You know, that's going to be
enpi ri cal expert analysis. W also have
practical experience with |large-scale
infrastructure projects in the other states
that we serve, |ike Connecticut. M. Varney
menti oned the Maine Reliability Project
recently built. And, if you |look at the act ual
econom c i npact along the route in those
muni ci palities, and what it neans to | ocal
contractors and | ocal businesses, it's not just
theoretical. It's truly real. And, you know,
there's plenty of evidence out there to support
t hat .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  And, the
second question was: "Wuld Northern Pass make
it less likely that New Hanpshire electric
rat epayers experience rolling blackouts at sone
point in the next 15 years?"

MR, QUI NLAN:  Yes. So, today,
Northern Pass is not technically required to
keep the lights on, if you will. It's not a --
what the grid operator would say is a

"reliability project”. Ckay? So, that's
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t oday' s circunstance.

| said earlier, a |large anount of our
exi sting generation fleet is going to be
retiring. Many of those plants that | referred
to earlier have already announced their
retirenent dates. And, there are many others
across New Engl and that we woul d expect are
going to follow suit, you know? The questi on
is going to beconme, "if all that generation
retires, how do you continue to keep the lights
on and neet custoners' |oad?" Qur belief is
that Northern Pass is a big part of that
answer. |It's not going to do it in and of
itself. There's nany other projects that are
going to have to be devel oped to, in essence,
keep the lights on 15 years out.

Now, so, today not technically a
"reliability project”, but a critically
i mportant addition to the supply m x. And,
we'll see, you know, how that generation fl eet
is rebuilt in the intervening 15 years.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  "Wo
pays for the training programthat your

el ectrical workers go through to be able to
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work on this Project?”

MR QU NLAN: So, | think what's
being referred to here is there's two
apprentice trainings. So, electrical workers,
obviously, it's a highly skilled trade, it's a
true craftsman, it's a multiyear qualification
process. It's a mx of classroomtraining and
on-t he-job experience. You know, oftentines
the classroomtraining is done, you know,
ni ghts and weekends, if in parallel these young
apprentices are working their way through the
in-the-field qualification. You know, that
in-the-field qualification is generally while
t hey' re doi ng useful work.

You know, we, at Eversource, have our
own apprentice training programfor electrical
wor kers who are going to ultimately -- who are
Conpany enpl oyees, so, they work on projects
under our nanagenent and supervi sion.

Just | ast year, we announced a --
"Il call it a state-of-the-art or very
I nnovati ve partnership with the IBEWto create
opportunities for residents across New

Hanmpshire. So, what we've agreed to with the
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IBEWis we're going to use their
state-of-the-art training facilities, their
state-of -the-art nethodol ogi es, and these fol ks
wi Il work under the tutel age of contractors,

| arge national contractors who are doi ng work
on our system

And, it's just a wonderf ul
opportunity to bring folks into a highly
skilled craft position, you know, teach them a
career, sonething that's going to serve them
wel | throughout their lives. And, you know,
the paynent for that is, basically, they're
being paid for the work they're doing in the
field, and the majority of the balance of it is
on their own tine.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO The next
two questions on this sheet are related to each
other. So, I1'll read them both to you.

"What will the inpact of the Northern
Pass be on climte change? And, wll this
Proj ect reduce net greenhouse gas en ssi ons?"

MR, QUI NLAN. Yes. So, you know, if
you | ooked at sone of the informati on we shared

earlier, you know, a very significant inpact on
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gr eenhouse gas eni ssions or carbon di oxi de

em ssions. |If you think about what's happeni ng
in New Engl and, for us to neet our clean energy
targets, projects like this are critically

i mportant.

So, when you are retiring nucl ear
pl ants, say what you wi |l about nuclear plants,
but they don't -- they don't emt carbon
di oxi de em ssions. So, when Vernont Yankee
retires and when Pilgrimretires, and MII stone
1 retires and Connecticut Yankee and Mai ne
Yankee and Yankee- Rowe, you know, a |arge part
of our nuclear fleet is gone or going.

You know, what is going to repl ace
it? As | said earlier, it's either going to be
nat ural gas power plants, which are going to
push us in the wong direction froma carbon
perspective, or projects |ike Northern Pass.
This is the single | argest source of clean
energy that at least | can envision right now
i n New Engl and.

[ Audi ence interruption.]
MR JOHNSON: It's 3 mllion tons a

year of reduced carbon di oxi de em ssions, the
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equi val ent of renobving | believe the nunber is
600, 000 cars from our roadways.
[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Pl ease
| et himanswer the question.

MR QUINLAN: So, yes. | think it's
a huge step in the right direction.

[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. M.
Qui nl an, please. Please continue with your
answer .

MR QU NLAN: I'Il just concl ude
with, you know, if you |look at, you know, what
Is the thinking at a federal level on this, and
you | ook at the Cbama Adm ni stration's Cl ean
Power Plan recently rel eased by the EPA, they
make a very direct point, saying that, for
United States to achieve its cl ean energy
goals, this is a critically inportant part of
the mx, which is large-scale inmported hydro
from Canada. There's really no other way for
New Engl and, the U.S., and New Hanpshire to
achi eve our cl ean energy targets w thout

accessing this source of power.
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[ Audi ence interruption.]

MR QU NLAN. I'mtrying to be
t hor ough.

[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Sir?
Sir? Sir? Thank you. The next thing | was
going to say is that sone of these questions
you' ve been asked al ready.

MR QU NLAN:  Okay.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. So, if
you can keep your answers short in response to
t hem

The first one is: "How nuch of the
power" -- "how much of the power in percentage
will stay in New Hanpshire?" And, then, the
next question that goes with that is: "Wen
w |l we know how nmuch the electricity wll
cost? | understand there's no set price and
you' re using a power purchase agreenent. How
wll we know what this will cost and how w ||
t he SEC know?"

MR QUI NLAN: Ckay. The first
question?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. " How
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much power by percentage wll stay in New
Hampshi r e?"

MR QUINLAN: Al of it will be
delivered to New Hanpshire, Deerfield, New
Hanpshire. And, where it flows electrically is
going to be a matter of existing conditions.
You know, there are nultiple lines that feed
into and out of this delivery point, and the
electrons will flow into the New Engl and gri d.
Where is -- what custonmers are going to benefit
contractually? W know we're going to have
10 percent of it for PSNH or Eversource New
Hanmpshire custoners. The other 90 percent of
It has not been contracted for, to ny
know edge.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
The next question was: "How do we know how
much the electricity will cost” -- or, "when
w il we know how much the electricity wll
cost? | understand there is no set price and
you are using a power purchase agreenent. How
will we know what this will cost and how w ||
t he SEC know?"

MR QUI NLAN:. Once we have executed a
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Power Purchase Agreenent, we'll file it wth
our New Hanpshire Public Utility Conmm ssion.
And, they will evaluate the pricing to
determ ne whether it's in the econom c interest
of custoners.

As to the SEC, when we presented our
$80 mllion a year benefits package of
ForwardNH, it doesn't include the benefits
associ ated with the Power Purchase Agreenent.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  And, the
third question on this sheet: "Could you
pl ease conpare the environnental inpact of the
Nort hern Pass overhead proposal versus the
Alternative 4a, the full burial identified in
the DCE Draft EIS. DOE says there's" -- "DOE
says there is less environnental inpact."

MR QUI NLAN: W thout repeating
everything that M. Hodgdon said earlier, our
view is that the 4a option is not a viable
option. W recently filed a explanation of
that with Departnent of Energy, which I'msure
they will post. And, | would encourage you to
access, as to why we don't think that is a

vi abl e opti on.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Next
question, there are three of themon this
sheet: "W have heard you say the power
agreenent with Hydro-Quebec is not yet
finalized. So, can you explain how you cane up
with the $80 million in savings? And, the next
one is: |If New Hanpshire ratepayers aren't
payi ng for Northern Pass, how do they get the
savi ngs?"

MR QUI NLAN: Ckay. So, to be
repetitive, the $80 m I lion does not include
the increnental benefits associated wth the
Power Purchase Agreenent. It is purely the
mar ket suppression price to the whol esal e
mar ket .

As to the cost of the Project, it
wi Il be borne by others, generally through the
agreenents M. Muntz referred to earlier.
There is no New Hanmpshire utility that's a
party to those contracts, and, therefore, New
Hanpshire custonmers will not bear any of the
costs of the transm ssion infrastructure
pr oj ect .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. " Can you
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expl ain how you are nanagi ng the demand from so
many people that you bury the line" -- "that
you bury the line, when |I've read that there is
a lawsuit agai nst the Conpany for proposing to
bury the line? 1t nmakes no sense to ne, but
there nmust be nore to this matter.

MR, QUI NLAN:  Yes. So, again, back
to an earlier point, we have heard from nany
that now there's an interest in |ooking at
options for mtigating particul ar view inpacts,
we're fully commtted to continuing to do that.
It isironic that, in the instance you're
referring to, where the construction is
underground, there's a lawsuit pending to
prevent us from pursui ng under ground
construction. And, it's froma party who is
advocating for conplete burial. So, | can't
speak for that party. But it's sonething we'll
deal with in the ordi nary course.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NGO "I f
there is a | awsuit agai nst the Conpany for
usi ng sonme roads to bury the line, will this
hold up the Project and stall the creation of

t he constructi on jobs?"
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MR, QUI NLAN:  Qur expectation is that
it wll not. You know, the issue has been
rai sed. We recently have made a responsive
filing wwth the court to explain the reason why
we think we are entitled to use the public
hi ghway. So, what we're tal king about is
putting our |line along the public highway. W
think there's 150 years of well-established New
Hanpshire law on this point. And, we think the
court wll find for us in this instance.

We hope they will do so
expeditiously. And, that's our intention, is
to pursue an expeditious resolution of that, so
as not to hold up the benefits we referred to
earlier. You know, the $4 billion of econonic
benefits, as well as the associ ated
envi ronnental benefits, are real. They are
going to be directed here in New Hanpshire, and
we hope to be able to deliver them

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  "If New
Hanpshire ratepayers aren't paying for Northern
Pass, how does Eversource get its profits from
this line?"

MR QUI NLAN:  Yes. | think M. Mintz
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did a thorough job of explaining the financial
recovery of our investnent. |It's through our
rel ati onship with Hydro- Quebec and the
agreenents w th Hydro- Quebec.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thi s
question may have been asked before as well.
But "Does the 80 mllion in annual energy
savi ngs cone just fromthe power contract wth
Hydr o- Quebec?"

MR. QUI NLAN. No. None of that cones
fromthe power contract w th Hydro- Quebec.
It's purely the effect of a conpetitively
priced new source of electricity on the
whol esal e mar ket .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Next
question is: "The state is |osing
manuf acturing jobs and conpanies to states with
| ower energy costs. How does this Project help
t hat probl en®?"

MR QUI NLAN: Yes. So, that
$80 mllion that | was referring to, as well as
any additional econom c benefits that come
t hrough the Power Purchase Agreenent,

busi nesses across New Hanpshire, as well as all
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of New Engl and, are going to see a reduction in
their energy costs.

And, probably al nost equally
i nportant, based upon ny discussions with
dozens of businesses across the state, not only
are they looking to reduce their bill, but
they're |l ooking for stability of supply and
stability of energy costs.

Ri ght now, you're probably aware that
there's a huge fluctuation in energy costs
bet ween sumrer nont hs, and, you know, we tend
now to see price spikes during the winter.

It's very difficult to plan a busi ness around
that kind of variability.

So, a portion of those energy cost
savings are going to flow to these businesses
who, you know, view this as a very inportant
I ssue. And, probably equally inportant, they
Wll see a greater stability in their seasonal
cost of electricity and nore anpl e supply.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  And, the
next two questions, you m ght just want to
refer these folks to sonebody that they can

speak to. But the first one is: "I work for a
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smal | service agency. How do small | ocal
non-profit organi zations apply for funding from
t he Forwar dNH Pl an?"

And, the next one is: "Can you
pl ease explain how a | ocal contractor
(trucking, |ogging, excavation, et cetera)
could get involved in this Project and benefit
fromthis Project?"

MR, QUINLAN: So, I'll take the
second one first. You know, as we nove through
the siting process, and we start planning in
greater detail around the actual construction
activities, | nentioned our "New Hanpshire
first" commtnent, we intend to be hol di ng
fairs across the State of New Hanpshire to
expl ai n opportunities for |local contractors to
go to work on this Project, whether they're
gravel suppliers, |ogging contractors,
electrical workers. So, we're going to create
fairs and opportunities for themto conme and
under stand the opportunities. And, you know,
our goal being to put as many of those folks to
work on this Project as possible.

So, that's in our planning. It's
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going to be rolling out beginning in 2016, as
we plan for the construction. W' ve already
had early discussions with sone contractors
across the state. The national contractors who
we are bringing in to oversee this Project are
firmy commtted to that "New Hanpshire first"
approach. And, they're actually very excited
about it. They have been inmpressed by what's
avai |l abl e here in New Hanpshire. And, you
t hi nk about that up in the North Country, it's
a game-changi ng set of opportunities for sone
of these small contractors.
[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO W're

al nrost done with the questions.
[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  Yes.
I*' mgoing through every single question, even
iIf they're repetitive, because | want folks to
be, if they want to be heard, to be heard.

The next question is for the SEC
"Earlier tonight, in response to soneone in the
audi ence, M. Quinlan stated that "our | and

ri ghts have been secured” and alluded to an SEC
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ruling supporting his statenent. Has the SEC
in fact, ruled that Northern Pass has secured
all of the property rights that it needs,
i ncludi ng, for exanple, that the Northern Pass
wi ||l not inpermssibly overburden any existing
easenent s?"

The answer to that question fromthe
SECis "no". The only determ nation that the
Site Evaluation Commttee has nmade so far is
that the Application contained sufficient
information for the process to go forward. No
ot her determ nati ons have been nmade by the
Conm ttee, other than the dates that these
nmeeti ngs woul d be schedul ed.

Next question has to do with historic
resources: "There are many treasuries al ong
t he i npacted area: Views, vistas, pieces of
hi story, and even undi scovered archeol ogi cal
relics. Howwll any inpact to historic
resources be | ocated and protected?”

MR, QUINLAN. Ckay. I'mgoing to
i ntroduce Cherilyn Wdell.

MS. WDELL: Thank you for your

question. Northern Pass has conpleted a
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Hi storic Property Assessnment Report, which is
posted on our website. It includes a database
of 1,284 properties along in what is called the
"area of potential effect”", a mle on either
side. O those, using the National Park
Service criteria for the National Register
eligibility potential, 192 -- 4 -- excuse ne,
194 properties were identified in throughout
the 29 cities and towns that the |ine goes
t hr ough.

| woul d encourage you, if you have a
concern about a particular property or
community, to |l ook at that database and | ook at
t hose forns and the eval uation that has been
conpl et ed.

MR. QUI NLAN. Lee Car bonneau.

MS. CARBONNEAU: Lee Carbonneau, wth
Nor mandeau Associ ates. The question al so
referred to "archeol ogi cal resources"”, which
are below -- the bel owground resources. So,
t hose have been studied by two separate
consultants. There's consultants that were
hired by the Departnent of Energy, as well as

consultants that are working directly for
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Nort hern Pass.
Each of those consultants has
conpl eted a Phase | A Report, which invol ves
researching existing informati on and doing a
wal k- down of the right-of-way, identifying
areas of potential archeol ogical sensitivity.
In addition to that, the next step of
that is, in those areas of sensitivity,
addi tional field research is done, including
digging test pits, this is called the "Phase
| B" phase of the Project. That is underway. |
am not sure what percentage of that is done,
but there's been quite a bit of that work
al ready conpleted. And, that work is ongoi ng.
There's a Menorandum of Under st andi ng
with the D vision of Hi storical Resources that
sets up tinmefranes and responsibilities for
conmpleting that work. Once that work is done,
then Phase Il may be necessary, that's
addi tional survey and research to the
under ground resources. This process is in
conpliance with the Section 106 requirenents of
t he National Historic Preservation Act. And,

the consultation process and the research
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process i s ongoi ng.

MR, QUI NLAN:  Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO W have
t hree nore questions -- or, three nore sheets,
| shoul d say.

The next one, the first question is:
"I's Northern Pass applying or actively seeking
State of New Hanpshire status as a public
utility conpany?"

And, there are two ot her questions:

"Wl Eversource guarantee taxes to | ocal

towns? And, wll Eversource guarantee electric
rate reduction?" | assune they nean "by this
Project™.

MR, QUINLAN. Yes. So, I'll take the

second two first. You know, as | said earlier,
our estimate as to what this Project is going
to do to the wholesale price of electricity in
New Engl and and in New Hanpshire is based on a
whol e range of assunptions. You know, when do
power plants retire? Wat's added back? Many
things are kind of, 1'll say, beyond our
control. It's our experts' best estinates of

what the future holds. Wether things devel op
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exactly like that, you know -- you know,
unlikely it wll. It could be better or it
coul d be worse.

You know, you coul d have a
cat astrophi c event that w pes out the natural
gas inventory in this country, and, as | said
earlier, we're 50 percent dependent on natural
gas. So, what happens if fracking is banned?
Ckay? O, ny point being, that will have a
very dramatic effect on electric rates. And,
there's no one project or series of projects
that is going to deliver the guarantee you're
referring to. So, it's inpossible to respond.
What was the second question agai n?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO:  wel |,
the first question, you answered the second --
wel |, there was one about |ocal taxes. "WII
you guarantee taxes to |local towns?"

MR, QU NLAN:  Yes. So, you know, I
showed you the range of taxes earlier today.
There are assunptions underlying that range.
As we nove closer to final project design and
know exactly what our investnents are in each

state, we do expect to have foll ow on
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conversations wth the nunicipalities around
t he met hodol ogy for taxing our investnment, as
well as, in essence, establishing a tax floor,
meani ng the taxable asset in the town would be
no less than "X'. And, it's generally our net
book value mnus -- well, it's our net book
val ue, which is the asset value m nus the
depreci ation. So, assum ng towns are
confortable with that industry-accepted
met hodol ogy, our intention is to pledge to
t hose anounts.

[ Audi ence interruption.]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The next
question is: "Is Northern Pass applying for or
actively seeking State of New Hanpshire status
as a public utility conmpany?"

MR QUI NLAN: M. Mintz.

MR MJUNTZ: Yes. Northern Utilities

W ll seek status as a public utility in New
Hampshire. It's required to own transm ssion
asset s.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO© The next
question is: "Wy was "Northern Pass" chosen

as the nane for this 192-mle project, if not
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toinmply that it only affects the northern
portion of New Hanpshire, when, in fact, it
goes down the entire length of the state, from
the Geat North Wods and the Wite Muntains,
into the Lakes Regi on, and through the
Merrimack Vall ey?"

MR, JOHNSON: This is going back a
while. 1'mnot exactly sure what the genesis
was. This cane out of our Communi cations
Depart nent .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. So, you
don't know?

MR JOHNSON: No. No, inplication of
what the nane neans.

MR, QUINLAN. And, | would -- | don't
believe it neant to inply that this was solely,
you know, a project that was built in the North
Country. | don't think that was the intention.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
We're going to nove into the statenent part of
our proceeding. There is one nore questi on.
It's not really a question. So, | saved it for
|l ast, so it can be the first statenent. The

person did not identify thensel ves.
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But their statenment says: "Northern
Pass, | found your nobnopol e design offensive to
my religious beliefs. Your design |looks |like a
crucifix. Bury your entire transm ssion
route.”

Ckay. W're going to take a
five-m nute break, so everybody can stretch,
before we go into taking public statenents and
coments.

| f anybody wants to nake a public
statenent or comment, and has not yet turned in
their yell ow card, please do so.

(Recess taken at 8:42 p.m and the public
I nformati on session resuned at 8:45 p.m)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Can
everybody please return to their seats and
we'll get going. Take your seats. W have
about 20 people who wi sh to nmake public
statenments. Again, I'mgoing to rem nd you
that this is not tine for questions. It's tine

for you to give us your opinions and your

statenents. And what |I'mgoing to do is call
three folks at a tine. |If you' d just cone up
to the podiumthere, that way we'l|l waste | ess
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tinme in between fol ks as they cone up. And the
first person that we're going to call is Grth
Wool sey, foll owed by Pat Hoertdoerfer.

M5. HOERTDOERFER: | pass.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Pass?
Ckay. Thank you, nma'am

The next person wll be Susan Seitz,
and then foll owed by Ron Charland. And I
apol ogize if | don't pronounce people's nane
correctly. 1'lIl do the very best that | can.

MR WOOLSEY: Hel | o.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, sir. Oh, by the way, we're going to ask
that you limt your comrents to three m nutes.
' mnot going to stop you right at three
m nut es, but please be respectful of the other
fol ks who wi sh to speak. Thank you.

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

PRESI DI NG OFFICER | ACOPINO Onh, |I'm
sorry. And one nore announcenent. Tell us
your nane, spell your nanme. And if you have a
witten statenent that you're going to read
from please provide it to the court reporters

afterwards. It wll be very hel pful to assure
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that they get what you say accurately.

Wth that, M. Wol sey.

MR WOOLSEY: Hello. Garth Wol sey.
"' m from New Hanpt on. Garth, GA-RT-H,
WO OL-S-E-Y. | have a statenent fromthe
Sel ect Board of New Hanpton that could not be
here tonight, so they asked nme to represent
t hem

l'd like to nake a brief coment as a
resi dent of the town because that will probably
roll right into this statenent rather nicely.
The gentl eman that's been speaki ng on behal f of
Nort hern Pass, he's |I think in the back of the
roomright now, as | don't see him but | just
want to comment, he's just done a fantastic job
tonight. The presentation he's displayed, very
well put together. | thought it alittle
I nteresting when he got to the section, kind of
caught ny eye about the anticipated revenues
the Town of New Hampton coul d possibly see
t hrough tax assessnent. | think it was in the
range of $250, 000 to $400,000 a year. And he
made a comment that that fit nicely into the

nold of what the town would |ike to see and
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woul d be happy to receive through this project.
And it wasn't planned, but | was,
again, last-m nute standee for the Sel ect
Board, as they have prior commtnents to a
budget hearing tonight. They did give ne a
statenment to read on their behalf, which I'l]
read.
"Statenent on behalf of the Sel ect
Board for the Town of New Hanpton:
Unfortunately, this neeting conflicts with the
previ ously schedul ed and posted 2016 budget
hearing for the Town of New Hanpton. However
we did not wish for our absence tonight to be
m si nterpreted as an endorsenent of the
Nort hern Pass Project as it was currently
proposed. Ever since its initial unveiling,
t he board of selectnen and the residents of New
Hanmpt on have been and renai n opposed to the use
of above-ground transm ssion |lines for the
Nort hern Pass. Qur previously stated
obj ecti ons and observations still stand. W
remai n steadfast in our call for the Project,
if constructed, to be buried inits entirety.

A position supported by nore than 600
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signatures to a petition we are currently
circulating in town for subm ssion at the
Departnment of Energy hearings. The Town
intends to use its intervenor status at the SEC
proceedings to add its voice to those of the
other affected communities calling for the full
burial of the project. 'bury it all, or don't
build it at all.'" Signed by the three

sel ect nen Town of New Hanpt on.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NGO Thank

you, Sir.

MR WOOLSEY: |'m not done.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  On,
okay.

MR WOOLSEY: | got tine left.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO.  You
still have tine, yes.

MR WOCLSEY: |I'mgoing to junp back
to ny resident status. | found it interesting,

the statenents nmade by, again, the gentlenman in
t he presentation, that the towns would
gratefully accept this noney, would be gl ad.
The inference that | [sic] nade was that the

town would be glad for this project to go
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t hrough because of the noney that they
received. | don't think that's the case. |
think the town will put their belief in the
State of New Hanpshire, the nature of New
Hanpshire, scenic New Hanpshire, over noney.
I*'mnot sure Northern Pass feels that sane way.
Pl ease bury it.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, sir. |If you could provide that statenent
to the court reporter.

Ms. Seitz?

M5. SEITZ: Seitz. That's okay. No
one can say it. Susan Seitz, S-E-I1-T-Z  And
I'mfrom Deerfield.

You're saying that $80 mlli on
savings in electric costs to New Hanpshire. At
the neeting in Deerfield, you said, at the
nost, we woul d save 5 percent on our electric
bills. Since it was stated here that we're
50 percent above the average of the United

States, howis this supposed to benefit us?

Five percent on ny electric bill? 1'"mnot even
going to notice it. You say we will see stable
prices, but we'll be at the nmercy of Canada.
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Once this line is built, they know we w il have
to buy electricity fromthem It gives them no
i ncentive to keep the prices fair, and it gives
them no incentive to send electricity. Wen
the cold weather hits and they need extra
electricity, we [sic] have no incentive to get
it for us. Most people |I've noticed who attend
these neetings and that are in support of

Nort hern Pass are the people that are going to
benefit job-wi se from Northern Pass. They
don't live in the area of Northern Pass. They
are not going to get anything out of this.

Il live in Deerfield. Wat this
project nmeans to ne is that each tinme | | eave
my house, | will be inpacted by your project.

If I go north, | go south or east out of ny
road, I will be inpacted. | live -- | drive an
extra hal f-hour every day to live in the
country. M favorite viewin Deerfield is when
I cone in fromCandia, | turn the sharp right
into town, and | look to the left and | see the
rolling hills with the little white churches.
And fromnow on, I'"mgoing to see the power

| i nes behi nd them You can't tell ne that that
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isn't going to affect how | feel about ny town.
You can't tell nme howit's going to affect
people wanting to live in ny town.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you. Next speaker was Ron Charl and.

MR. CHARLAND: Yes, Ron Charland. |
lived in Laconia for 10 years back in the ' 60s.

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR CHARLAND: CHA R L-A ND.

But now | also live in Deerfield.
That's why | cane, because the inpact of the
towers on the views and so forth through the
town of Deerfield would be simlar to putting a
120-, 150-foot tower line through Glford
Village. That's about the size of Deerfield,
around 4400 popul ation. W already have a
doubl e line that crosses the village about
hal f way between the village, and which were
upgraded al so. Poles were increased six feet,
probably, this past year. | don't know for
what reason. But the inpact for the views and
the sight by the residents |I believe would just
be di sappointing and very critical, because

even the property owners that are on the power
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line now -- | went to other neetings, and there
was one where a young couple wanted to --
decided to put their house up for sale which
were on the power line as it is. And they were
havi ng another child and they needed a bi gger
house. They put the house up for sale and
never could sell it because of the word that
Nort hern Pass was going to be putting up these
maj or towers along the line. |Instead of

$150, 000, the realtors told themthey coul dn't
even get $75,000 for it. So, this business of
creating incone to the residents of New
Hanmpshire -- excuse ne. | have a bad col d.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO I
synpat hi ze.

MR CHARLAND: Thi nki ng that New
Hanpshire's going to make noney fromthis power
project is not accurate because the power |ines
woul d di m ni sh the val ues of thousands of
properties along the entire route. |If you have
a $150, 000 house, it's now worth 75,000, or
maybe you can't sell it. [If you have a
$400, 000 house and this power |ine goes up next

toit, it's going to be worth $200, 000, if you
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can sell it. So, it's by far very detrinenta
to the views. And after all, the other factor
is that we are a tourist state.

The first view that our tourists are
going to get is going to be in northern
Concord. The power line is going to cross the
road, 93, around Canterbury, | believe, and
going to see it all the way up through to the
entrance to the Lakes Region. Laconia
especi al ly has al ways depended on tourism One
of the nost inportant features of the business
here in the Lakes Region is tourism And
having this scar of towers down the m ddl e of
our chest for the entire state is just
absol utely not acceptable. And if it
eventual |y does get built, it should be
conpl etely buri ed.

And there is announcenments now -- it
was in the paper this past week -- that this
other firmis going to build one fromthe
Canadi an border right down through Lake
Chanpl ain and then bury it to the state of
Massachusetts. And they also nentioned in the

article that they had seven sources of power
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avai l able to themas yet. And if Northern Pass
Is not built, then Hydro Quebec w il probably
want to sell theirs to themas well. So |
think the nost inportant thing is for us to
choose the source that is buried, not with the
towers down the m ddl e of New Hanpshire.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Sir.

The next three speakers will be
Manfred Hoertdoerfer, C aude Levesque and
G et chen Draper.

Pl ease spell your nane, sir.

MR. HCOERTDOERFER: My nane is Manfred
Hoertdoerfer, spelled MA-NF-R-E-D,
HOERT-DOE-RFER I'mresiding i n New
Hanpshire. And |I'm a engi neer by profession,
former profession. I|I'mnowretired, so... And
| studied a little bit --

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR, HOERTDCERFER: | studi ed sonewhat
fromthe perspective of engineer. And | found
t hat in New Hanpt on we have total of 62 towers.
And they're tal king about an average hei ght of

about 85 feet or sonething like this. Five of
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themare 110 to 125 feet, 3 between 100 and
105, 15 between 90 and 95. That's already nore
than a third. |It's way above average. Then
you have another 23, 80 to 85, which are above
average. So, we'd really get big towers
galore. In addition, sone of the existing pole
structures which are 55 feet are al so repl aced,
and they're replaced with higher towers which
are nine -- there's a total of 16 of them 9
bet ween 100 and 125 feet. So, not only now you
have the new towers going way up here, the old
ones next to them going up just the sane, and
just as high in sone pl aces.

When you al so | ook at what's goi ng on
i n New Hanpshire, you have three crossings
across the Pem gewasset. And they showed a
beauti ful picture here of one of the crossings,
which | get toalittle later in ternms of what
they show and what the reality is. W have two
crossings across the interstate. And | assune
nost - -

(Court Reporter interrupts.)
MR. HOERTDCERFER: -- have been

driving up into the Wite Muntains at sone
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point. And as you drive through the Lakes

Regi on through the hills, starting to open up,
it really gets kind of the pre-hills to the
Wiite Mountains, and it's pretty and it's nice.
And now we have two crossings on the Interstate
90[sic] wth towers that are up to 125 feet
tall. W have two crossings over the State

H ghway 132. W have four crossings on the

| ocal residential roads where, as typical in
New Hanpshire, there are houses al ong. ..

[ i naudi bl e] .

So, Northern Pass has a series of one
set of pictures for all what's going on in New
Hanmpshire that reflect what is New Hanmpshire,
and that's the one they showed you. They show
it -- unfortunately, I'mnot as well endowed as
Nort hern Pass to be able to put things on the
screen -- and | hope | could do that. | wll
at sone point maybe. Show you the condition
before that you' ve seen here, and then they
show you the one after. Mnd you, that doesn't
| ook all that bad because that tower on the
other side is only 65 feet tall, and it's in

Bridgewater. And it's shorter because there's
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alittle hill over which it goes. And you can
see over here [indicating] the grade is | ower
on the New Hanpton side. Now, if you | ook at
this fromthe New Hanpton side, right nowit

| ooks like this [indicating]. Looks pretty
nice. Poles are below the tree |ine and al ong
the river. |It's not too bad. Looks pretty
good. We used to that. And we can live wth
that. We lived with it for a long tinme. The
new towers | can estinmate as good as | can. |
don't have the support and noney to do real
fancy things. | don't knowif you can see it.
These bl ack things are the proposed |ines being
that high, 110 feet at this | ocation.

' msaying this just to point out in
terms of howthey try to pick their spots and
what to show us. And reality will |ook a hel
of alot different, a hell of alot. And in
addition to that, you know, that is a pretty
scenic area. First of all, it |ooks already on
t he hi ghways when you drive through, just like
it was descri bed by previous people here. But
we al so have the river. And there is

beauti ful, quiet water upstream up behind the
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dam where you can go out kayaki ng and canoe.

And there's eagl es and ospreys and all these
things out there. MW wife and I, we |ive off
the river. W are out there all the tine.

In addition to what | just rem nd
nyself is when we're down there, as we | ook
down to the river fromthe side where New
Hanmpton is, there's another nine towers there
in Bristol on the other side which all are
going to pop up, and they are going to be part
of the vista on a good stretch of the road that
goes between New Hampton and Bristol on the New
Hanmpt on side for all those people. It affects
our whol e atnosphere that we enjoy. Affects
our view. WII| affect our house prices, house
value if | ever want to sell it --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Sir, I'm
going to have to ask you to wap it up.

MR, HOERTDCERFER: | have a lot to --
| have a lot to say, and it's inportant.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Wl |,
you' ve al ready --

MR HOERTDCERFER: It goes to --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  -- gone
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five mnutes, sir.

MR HOERTDCERFER: It goes to -- |I'm

not finished yet. It goes to the value and the
sel ective presentation and what they provide.
And for that reason, | think it's relatively
easy, at |east for New Hanpton, to bury from
Pl ymouth all the way down past Franklin,
swW ngi ng over and go down on 25 and go down
Route 3 and bury it from New Hanpton, because
we, in New Hanpton, we hit the jackpot.
There's no place on the entire route that has
as many, and as nany tall towers right out but
not in the woods. And we feel |like we're the
doormat of the whole project. And sone --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Pl ease
wap it up, sir.

MR. HCERTDCERFER: Yeah, | wll wap
it up. As | went through this, | was trying to
figure out how am | going to paint that tower
in and what it's really look like. And I found
t hese details that they have in their -- and
that's all | could find. And the only thing
t hey have is the di nension of height, nothing

el se. Except in this picture, then all of a
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sudden | saw nore... [inaudible] it's only

65 feet tall, probably a ot fatter than what
they showin all the other ones. So | say
okay. Maybe one pole fromthe picture that

t hey show on the Bristol view would have a
tapered face like this. The one they show on
all the diagrans |ooks like this. There's a
big difference. So which one are they going to
provide? |If you leave it to them down the
road they're going to get even fatter, because
fatter with thinner netal, snmaller welding
requirenents, it's going to be cheaper. So
they're showng us this already. |In reality,
it's maybe going to be that. And it's nmaybe
going to be even twice that fat.

So | think as part of this submttal,
| have a list in ny -- | have al ready
submtted. They should provide all the
di rensions for the wdths of the pole, top and
bottom for all the cross arnms, and the
t hi ckness of the transmission line, which is
ki nd of shown like a thin line. And it's going
to be a lot bigger. And if it has a support

wire over the top of it, it |ooks even tw ce as
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big. The pictures don't show that. How
much - -

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. Sir,
you' ve been speaking for nine mnutes. That's
three tines the anount that we -- if you have
nore to say, I'll call you back at the end --

MR HOERTDCERFER: So you guys - -

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO I wi
call you back --

MR, HOERTDCERFER: -- heard about
t hese things?

PRESI DI NG OFFICER | ACOPINO  Sir --

MR HOERTDOERFER:  Okay.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO - -

pl ease respect the other folks who wish to

speak.

M. Levesque.

MR, LEVESQUE: C aude Levesque,
CGL-AAUDE L-E-V-EESSQUE Well, I amin

favor of the Northern Pass. Wth the closing
of all these power plants, there is a need for
renewed energy. Hydro is the way to go. Being
a clean energy, we wll be cutting -- on snopg,

hopefully elimnating acid rain affecting --
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effects of that, acid pollution on our

wat erways, to the extent that fish consunption
is restricted. Also, it affects the
consunption of big game liver.

Over head versus underground. Expense
of installing and repairs versus under ground.
Tr oubl eshooti ng overhead can be done faster
Wi th visual i1nspection versus underground
t roubl eshooti ng. Underground is usually done
by process of elimnation, thus taking | onger
to find. By being guaranteed 10 percent of our
I ncom ng power, we should hope that if there
ever is a brown-out, that this 10 percent is --
If there's a brown-out in the Northeast, that
we are guaranteed this 10 percent, thus having
power whil e everybody el se i s underground.

As far as tourism | started in the
power |ine construction in the -- when the
first 345KV lines were built in the late '60s
and ' 70s. Although a few probl ens happened
whi |l e being built, controversy seened to have
di ed. Seabrook was a real controversy fromthe
onset. Today, now, if you go to Hanpton

Beach -- in the early '70s you can go down
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there at noon and find a parking space. Wll,
today, if you're not there by 9:00, you m ght
as well go hone. Al you go to do is just turn
around and | ook in the back of you, and there's
t he donme just sitting out there. So as far as
t hese structures being an obstruction to
tourism | think it's a hogwash. People, after
a while, accept it, and |life goes on. Thank
you. Cl aude Levesque.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Sir.

G et chen Draper.

M5. DRAPER Do we al so need to say
where we're fron? 'Cause | didn't catch where
this gentleman |ived.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. | think
M. Levesque said that he was from --

MR LEVESQUE: Deerfi el d.

MS. DRAPER Deerfield. Gay. Thank

you.

Yes, |'m Gretchen Draper. That's
GRET-GCHEN DRAPER Il live in the
f anbus New Hanpton. |'ve been here for five

years doing these kinds of talks. And tonight,
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| found it one of the nobst discouragi ng nights
| ve been here, because |'m suddenly realizing
how many new peopl e are associated with
Eversource, you know, our famous P-N -- Public
Service. So we have people here who haven't --
don't have that five-year history. And what
happens nowis that | really have |lost all
credibility in Northern Pass transm ssion
lines. 1've been opposed to this project.
Not hi ng here 1've heard toni ght has changed ne
one iota. Fromny five years of experience, |
think that the Project -- the amended project
that's been put forth does not respond to any
of the testinonies, the years |I've stood in
halls with people and listened to their
stories, and the opposition has been
overwhel m ng. And here we are now | ooki ng
forward to the SEC taking up this project.
Because in the past, and even up to now, that
publ i c opi nion has been consistently condemmi ng
this project.

And, you know, also, the credibility
part, you know, | wonder how you expect us to

beli eve anything you tell us. Anything. You
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know, the fact that you can pull out a
statistic that says, you know, "Tourists wll
be fine with these" doesn't go along with ne.
And |'"'malso -- I"'ma testing specialist. |
know all about statistics. And I'mreally sick
of hearing these kinds of testinonies or data
that cones out, and it's | aughable. And

t hroughout this, you know, there's just been so
much m si nformati on, deception.

|'ve heard about how careful you're
all going to be with the wetlands. | go hone.
| drive down on Bristol Road, and there's a big
Eversource truck parked in the mddle of the
wetlands. So I'mnuch nore -- I'mnot going to
listen to the words as nuch as I'mgoing to
| ook at what happens.

Now, a week ago, January 7th, there's
an article in the Manchester Union Leader that
reported on anot her attenpt, you know, of
Nort hern Pass, early on perhaps, but still
trying to mani pulate the public. And so the
headl i ne was "Northern Pass ads result in
$540, 000 penalty for radio station.” So, from

May to Cctober 2011, a country radio station
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ran 178 conmerci al announcenents supporting
Nort hern Pass, but they neglected to identify
who paid for these ads, which of course was
Nort hern Pass. MNow, the radio station got
fined. I'mwaiting to see if Northern Pass
w Il get anything. Probably not. But what |
don't understand is why that staff at Northern
Pass didn't realize the omssion. O course
they're listening. O course they're checking
to make sure all those ads are on. So if they
did mss it, | ask, what does that say about
the attention to detail and the overall
conpetence that this project is going to need
to make all of their billion-dollar |ine go
fromPittsburgh down to Deerfield? And | want
to know that there's sonmebody who's going to be
payi ng attention to the details. And I w sh
that the New Hanpshire Public Utilities
Conmm ssion would take incidents like this into
account when the board is faced wth, you know,
shall we nmake thema public utility of New
Hanpshi re.

On Cctober 19th, 2015, | attended a

Nort hern Pass presentation to the Sel ect nen of
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t he Town of New Hanmpton, where | |ive.
Forty-ei ght people showed up. W had, |ike,
two hours' notice that this was going to
happen. Al 48 opposed this plan. Now,
because it wasn't the right kind of neeting,
the tally -- there were no notes taken and the
tally wasn't added. So | just wanted to nake
sure that that was put here. And the other
part is, you know, half the people have left --
well, nore than hal f. But I'm al ways
interested to see how many peopl e show up at
t hese neetings, oppose the Project, and we
don't seemto be heard. And that -- | just
want to say ny question back to you. So why
should | believe anything you're going to tel
me fromnow until you try to get these poles
up?

And just for another fact, when I
| ook out ny living roomw ndow, |I'mgoing to
see two poles. And | really thank this
gentl eman for bringing the reality in, that
t hese poles are not going to be 85 feet tall.
They're going to go up -- in front of ne

they're going to be 95 feet. And that's the
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information | got from your very own, you know,
engi neers. So |'mvery disappointed. M [sic]
credibility has not inproved. And I'll be at

t he next neeting. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, ma'am The next three speakers w || be
Barry Draper, Russ Dunmais and Ri ck Vander pol |

M. Draper.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER  He's com ng.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. If the
other two could cone up as well, that way we
can avoi d del ay bet ween speakers. M. Russ
Dumai s and Ri ck Vandepol | .

MR DRAPER Hello. So |I'mBarry
Draper. | live in New Hanpton. Did you get
how to spell ny name? Barry Draper.

B-AARRY, DR AP-EER |'mbeen on the record
before. | live in New Hanpton. | live wth
t hat wonderful woman that just spoke.

It was five years ago -- and | thank
her. It was five years ago when | stated ny
concerns for the species that woul d be inpacted
by the Northern Pass right-of-way. | failed to

mention nyself as one of those species. |
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ended up in the Plynouth Hospital that night in
t he energency room Since then, | have
observed biol ogi sts hired by Eversource

pai nst aki ngly fl aggi ng the existing vernal
pool s and wetl ands on the right-of-way in ny
area. Not |long afterwards, the nassive

br ont osauruses snashed their way right through
t hese existing flagged areas. Eversource's
actions reflect their |evel of concern:

Non-exi stent. No nore lies.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NGO Thank

you, Sir.

Actual |y, Representative Dunais.
Very sorry. | didn't see that on here.

MR DUVAIS: M nane is Russ Dunais.
I"'mfromGIlford. | represent District 2 in

Glford and Meredith.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Can you
just spell your last nane for our court
reporter?

MR DUMNAI S: DU MA-I-S.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you.

MR DUMAIS: I'mgoing to be very
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brief. New Hanpshire has the highest electric
costs in the country. You know, 1'd like to
support this project, but | just don't
under st and why you' re not | ooking at the
alternative of burying. You tal ked about the
one in Vernont. There's another one in Mine |
understand that's being buried. You'd solve
all your problens. You d spend a |ot nore
nmoney, but you'd be heroes. You'd provide us
wi th cheaper electricity, and you woul dn't
deface the environnent. After Seabrook, Public
Servi ce went bankrupt. W got a Scrubber issue
in Bow. They projected the cost to be
$250 mllion; it's $457 million. And we're
goi ng to have sone issues wth recovery costs
and so on. |I'msure there's going to be sone
| egal proceedings as a result of that, and it's
probably going to affect our rates and drive
our rates higher.

Do the right thing. Bury the cable
or forget about it. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Sir.

M. Vandepoll. And if you can
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remenber to spell your |ast nane, sir.

MR. VANDEPOLL: No problem Rick
Vandepol |, V-A-N-D-E-P-OL-L. Thank you very
much.

Il live in Sandwi ch, New Hanpshire, a
former resident of New Hanmpton. And ny nessage
wll be very sinple and short as well: Bury
the line. | don't see howthis is, you know,
agai nst the wi shes of the Conpany to provide
el ectric energy to the region. This is not an
i nsur nmount abl e task for you to do. The scenic
costs of these transm ssion poles alone wll
have | ong-termeffects not just on the
wildlife, which is, as an environnenta
bi ol ogi st, what | try to represent, but as you
heard an earlier gentleman say, it will have
irreparable effects on the value of real estate
that will be affected, not just the people that
live right next to door to it, but even mles
away. You wll avoid the issues of | ong-eared
bats that are going to present thenselves with
altering fly-aways al ong these transmni ssion
routes if you have poles. You wll avoid a | ot

of those simlar types of aerial wildlife
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species that are of concern running into pol es.
If you want to acconnpbdate ospreys, you can
bui | d pol es next door to the transm ssion |ine
and build nest platforns for them There is
really no -- so far, | haven't heard any
concerns about ice storns and the kind of
damage that may result fromincreased spans,
hi gher poles and higher risks to -- at least in
my lifetime, 1998, | seemto recall sone rather
twisted netal falling across the plains of
Quebec fromthat event, not to nention the
Decenber 2008 ice storm So you woul d avoid
those issues as well. So, if nothing else --
and |"'mnot sure if | heard you correctly
bef ore about the cost of burying the line
versus establishing the towers on the renaining
portions. But it appears to ne that overall
you woul d save yourself a lot of tinme in
testinony for all of us if you would just bury
the line. So, respectfully, I wll submt that
as ny testinony tonight. Thank you very nuch.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NGO Thank
you, sir. Qur next three speakers are Bill

Saunders; S. Sakenmp, S-A-K-E-MP; and M. or
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Ms. Waitta [sic] fromWiitefield, New
Hampshire. M. Saunders.

MR SAUNDERS: Yes, thank you. Bil
Saunders, S-A-UNDE-RS. |I'man IBEWIineman
and -- Barrington New Hanpshire.

The cost of electricity in New
Hanmpshire is very high, and I think sonething
has to be done. And, you know, |'ve been on
sone of these snaller projects where, you know,
constructi on workers have been there |living and
spendi ng noney, and it's appreciated. It's
never a controversy. It's always supported.
And | think it's a good thing for everybody.
And this whole burying thing just isn't --
doesn't nake sense. So, thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Sir.

MS. SAKEMP: Sakenmp is S-A-K-E-MP,
and |I''m from Sanbor nt on.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO D d you
want to tell the court reporter your first
name?

M5. SAKEMP: S

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Ckay.
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Thank you.

M5. SAKEMP: |'mpart Native
Anerican, and it hurts ne that ny honel and
coul d be destroyed forever by another country
for a few dollars, and New York Gty being
their goal. W hear every day from Washi ngt on
that we should not rely on foreign power. \hat
do you call this? New Hanmpshire already
exports electricity already. W do not need
this destruction to our beautiful state by
Hydro Quebec and Eversource can get -- to get
to New York Cty. | nean, that's their goal.
If 2,000-plus skyscraping towers wth
addi tional future plans mapped to have many
tributaries off the main line from Canada, New
Hanpshire will be a grid pattern of towers
goi ng every whi ch way, Wl pole, Gssipee and so
on. New Hanpshire wll also be an easy target
for terrorists here and abroad. |nmagine a
terrorist pretending and dressing |li ke a hiker,
or even a hunter. You wouldn't give it a
second thought. One or many terrorists could
go out and set up nunerous bonbs on many of the

2,000-plus towers to be detonated all at once
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at a |ater date, destroying forever New
Hanmpshi re beauty, when the real goal is
knocki ng out power to New York City, Wl
Street. W know what 9/11 did to the country

as a whol e.

And the 30 -- | heard that
$30 mllion was to be donated to the state, and
t hat cones out to $25 per person. 1'Il send

the State of New Hanpshire $25 to protect the
beauty. And ny final thing is: Never source
the Northern Pass in any way. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO M. or
Ms. Whitta [sic] fromWitefield?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Sanbor nt on.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO. No, not
you, ma'am The next speaker. | can't read
the witing. Looks like WI-T-T-A

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Sure. [inaudi bl e]

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Cone on
up. And when you get to the m crophone, spell
your nane for us again, okay.

MR WOTTON: Hello, |I'm Luke Witton
WO T-T-ON  Kind of like cotton.

And ny question is directly -- no, |
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mean, | hear all you guys tal king about, you
know, the view inpact, view inpact. | nean,
it's kind of selfish. Like the anount of
danage they are doing in Hydro Quebec to the
Nati ve Canadi ans, they are literally, Iike,
nmurdering them taking away their |and. And
they just don't give a crap. | nean, they
started building these dans back in the ' 70s.
And t hen, when they were trying to build the
G eat Wal e, which was about the size and

square foot of New Hanpshire, the G eat Wal e,

164

Stage 4 of Hydro Quebec, the UN actually had to

step in and say, "Do not build this damuntil
you guys... [inaudible]” And then |I found out
where you guys are building the power |ines
under ground. You guys are having, |ike, six,
tunnels so that can fit electricity for them
and you guys are only turning on one. So you
guys have already planned five nore to be built
on. And sonmething else to go on top of that

is, if the whole thing isn't being buried -- |

mean, |'magainst it all -- but you're going to

have to build bigger towers to acconmmpdate the

new lines. That's all. Thank you.

{SEC 2015-06} [Public Info. Sesion/Laconia] {01-14-16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0O N O O b W N B O

165

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Sir.

Next three speakers will be Ann
Hackl , Dawn Scri bner and Taras Kucman.

MS. HACKL: Good evening. |'m Ann
Hackl, HA-CK-L, and |I'm from Tuftonboro. And
|'ve heard a lot of talk this evening of very
specifics, of specific towns and specific
properties. And |'ve heard a | ot of reference
to tourismexperts and real estate experts and
hi storic and natural resource experts. And in
many cases, you know these reports, | think as
a |layman, one can be a bit cautious in
accepting such expert testinony, because in
actual point of fact, it's really not that
inpartial. And | think that the peopl e of New
Hanpshi re, the average person knows whether --
if they have a grain of commpn sense, that you
sinmply can't nmarch that nunber of towers down
the spine of New Hanpshire and not have it have
an i npact. New Hanpshire is not just anywhere.
We're special. That's why peopl e cone here,
and that's why people live here. And | don't

think that there's any expert that can possibly
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eval uate the inpact that this will have on how
we view ourselves as a state and how ot hers
view us. And | think Ray Burton had it right.

I think he was | ooking at the entirety of the

st at e. I"Il feel it in Tuftonboro. W'l all
feel it. | think it needs to be buri ed. Thank
you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you.

Dawn Scri bner .

M5. SCRIBER Hi, ny nane is Dawn
Scribner, SCRI-B-NE-R and I'mfrom
G | ford, New Hanpshire.

First of all, | just want to say | am
very frustrated by the way the neeting went

today. A lot of the questions | thought were

planted. 1'll just say that. |'msorry.
That's how | feel. I|I'msorry. | feel like I'm
beati ng a dead horse. Once again, |I'msorry.

I know your presentation is very nice and
everything, but this is the third tine that

' ve spoken before a panel regarding this
project. | spoke agai nst the Project about two

to three years ago in Franklin, New Hanpshire.
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A | ot has happened since that tine. The only
thing that hasn't changed is the fact that
Northern Pass is still not listening to the
Granite Staters. The peopl e have spoken up and
down the proposed route: The Project as
proposed is not acceptable. |If the state
really thinks we need this project, then it
needs to be buried along state corridors. This
project will scar the New Hanpshire | andscape
for future generations. The beauty of New
Hanpshi re shoul d not have to be conprom sed by
this project.

Again, as | nentioned before, | want
to applaud ny parents, D ane and Donal d
Bi | odeau, who are here in the audi ence, and
ot her peopl e who have given conservati on
easenents to protect their property. They gave
their 25-acre parcel to the Society for the
Protection of New Hanpshire Forests. Their
pi ece of property is |ocated on Route 145 in
Cl arksville, New Hanpshire. |It's at the top of
a hill, and it has a beautiful, beautiful view
Peopl e stop by there constantly at the top of

their driveway and take pictures. You can see
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into Vernont. You can see into Canada. |If
this project goes through, they are going to
see towers on both sides because it's going to
cross the road down bel ow their piece of
property. So that viewis just going to be
ruined. O her people have caved in and sold
their property to Northern Pass so that they
can put their tower lines up, which I think is
a shane. But anyway, | think they were bullied
into it. But who am | to say. The other thing
| wanted to say is that this vieww Il be

I mpacted forever. It wll be a permanent scar.
And | don't think it should go through.

In summary, | don't believe this
project is a benefit to New Hanpshire. If it
needs to be done, then it needs to be buried so
New Hanpshire can get sone benefit, because as
we all know, nost of the power fromthis
project will all go to the southern states. So
once again, | amasking you to listen to the
peopl e of New Hanpshire. W w |l not be
bullied into accepting this project unless you
can cone to sone conprom se and bury it the

whol e way. Thank you.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you. Taras Kucnan.

MR KUCMAN: Yes. Good evening. M
nane is Taras Kucman. |'m a resident of
Concord. And ny nane is spelled T-A-R-A-S,
| ast name Kucnman, K-U-CMA-N. And | want to
thank the SEC for letting ne have the
opportunity to speak here this evening.

M. Quinlan, can you hear ne?

MR QUI NLAN:  Yes.

MR KUCVAN: Let the record show t hat
he confirnmed that he's hearing ne. | can only
pray that you're |istening.

For the record, yes, |'mwearing
orange. And | amalso pro growh, pro energy,
pro manufacturing, pro industry. |'ma forner
manuf acturi ng engi neer, and |I'm a forner
officer of the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers.

I ' m speaki ng here today just to say that

ForwardNH, as |I've heard it, is a slap in the

face of every G-anite Stater. Let ne explain.
First of all, I can take a | ook at
the $80 mllion that they have been touting as

bei ng sonme kind of mana from heaven. There are
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1. 22 New Hanpshire residents living here. And
if you can take the $80 mllion and you divide
it anong the 1.2 mllion, what you have is
about $11 for each couple every nmonth. Now, if
| bring ny daughter into this, now we m ght get
to a point where we can get a pizza each nonth.
Not probably the best pizza that you can cone
up with, but it's a pizza. You know, so I'm
giving this a little context. And | guess that
in part is what |'"'mhere to do. But | didn't
conme here to tal k just about the pizza.

Cost is one of the things that really
drives ne. Wien | listen to the presentations
that say $3 million - to do what? To coll ect
the material, fabricate the tower, erect the
tower, pour the concrete. And then in Concord
| can say that it will be noving existing
towers on the western boundary and noving them
outward and then cutting about 40 to 50 feet of
trees. | can accept that. Let's all accept $3
mllion on that account. Wat | have trouble
under standi ng i s how you can say that burying
two cables in a 4-foot-by-5-foot ditch is $8-

to $13 million. Let ne put sone context into
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this.

| f Eversource were to hire 528
| awyers and pay each of them $200 per billable
hour, line themup straight down 93 and tell
t hem "Each of you has 10 feet of ground to dig
up, and you have two weeks to do it,"” there
goes your $8 mllion. |It's gone. But the
enterprising | awer m ght say, "Hey, |'m going

to call two or three of ny | aborers and hand

t hem each a thousand bucks, and I'Il wal k away
with $14,000 and I'lIl be done by lunch." So,
there you have it, $8 mllion on time, under
budget. But |I'm not Eversource. | wouldn't do
that. You know, | would probably hire, oh,
jeez, a corps of -- a platoon of engineers,

gi ve them two backhoes, one at one end and one
at the other end and say go, and give thema
year. Gve thema year to cut that mle of
trench for the two conductors. At the end of

t hat year, $60, 000, 40 people, 2 backhoes, $2.7
mllion. That's what it would cost. But wth
t he backhoes, you'd get it done in two weeks.
So that cones out to about $150,000. | know

I"moversimplifying to a certain extent, but it
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is difficult for ne to envision howit's going
to cost $8 mllion. Now, |'ve heard M.
Hodgdon say you can't go down the m ddle. But
' mappealing to intell ectual honesty here. |If
it's going down the nedian, it's already
softened. It's not ledge. It's not rock. |
went to Easton, and | heard M. Hodgdon's
presentation. | drove up those roads up the
mountains and | said, "Wwo the hell would want
to digin this?" WIlIl, it cones out to, what,
9.4 mles, $87 mllion? WlIIl, there you have
it, $8-, $9 million per mle. You do have 93.
And whether it's the NH SEC -- the DOT that
says, "Well, you can't because" -- that's all
|'ve heard from M. Hodgdon. "DOI says you

can't because... Because why? Make the
argurment. You've got $200 mllion that you' ve
al ready budgeted up there to say let's

Incentivize. Let's do the right thing. Wll,

have you spent any of that $200 mllion yet?
I"1l let that go.
But in any case, all I'"'msaying is

you | ook at these big nunbers and it's |ike

listening to a Carl Sagan presentation,
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80 mllion of these, so many billions of those.
We're not buying it. Your bosses down on the
Berlin Turnpi ke in Connecticut nay have bought
ForwardNH. It's not selling here. | thank
you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you.

MR KUCVMAN. | yield the rest of ny
tinme.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  The next
t hree speakers, the final three, are Ruth
Ni ven, Mark Tenpl eton and Senat or Forrester.

MS5. NNVEN. M nane is Ruth N ven,
N-I1-V-E-N. I'mfromFranklin. |'mthe person
who asked the question, "Why was the nane
Nort hern Pass chosen for this 192-m | e project
if not to inply that it only affected the North
Country?" |I'mnot surprised you didn't have an
answer. Eversource has reluctantly agreed to
reroute and bury portions of the transm ssion
line in order to protect the White Muntain
Nat i onal Forest, the Appal achian Trail, oh, ny
gosh, and Franconia Notch. And | think that's

good. But it's not good enough. Those of us
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who live in the Lakes Region and in Merrinmck
Val |l ey believe that the beauty of the areas in
which we |ive may not be as dranmatic as the
beauty of the Great North Wwods or the Wite
Mount ai ns, but there is a beauty in our hills,
our woods, our | akes, ponds, rivers and farns.
It is a nore gentle kind of beauty, but it is
beauty nonet hel ess. And our towns and our
cities have cultural and historical
significance that needs to be preserved. |
bel i eve that Eversource, Northeast Uilities
and Hydro Quebec shoul d decide that the entire
state of New Hanpshire has equal val ue, and

al so decide that their need for profit is not
so great that they cannot preserve our state as
it is.

And | believe | know the answer as to
why the nane "Northern Pass" was applied to the
project. | believe it was to lull the rest of
the state into a fal se sense of security. And
it has taken us five years to realize that we
need to yell and scream and stanp our feet and
provide our own witness to the fact that we do

not need or want the Northern Pass. But if we
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must have it, it needs to be buried, the entire

| ength. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you ma' am

M. Tenpl et on.

MR TEMPLETON: Hi, |'m Mark
Tenpleton, T-E-MP-L-E-T-ON.  |I'mfrom New
Hampton. | know all you guys here for Northern

Pass and Eversource, you're all paid to be
here. And you guys put on an excell ent
presentation. And that was a really, really,
really well-polished turd. | know wi th noney
you can get all the experts you want to

generate the data that will nmake this turd

shine. And you guys spent a |lot of npbney. And

t he nunbers you put up there were really

i npressive, the $200 nmillion, the $80 mlli on.
They' re just nunbers. There's nothing
materialized. | know you guys are putting on

t hese wonderful presentations. You guys are

payi ng for this, the cookies and the coffee and

the tea. Fantastic. But | don't believe a
god-dammed thing you guys are saying in that

other room Those people are bought and paid
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for, just like you guys. And I"'mconmng to the
conclusion, after getting matured in this
state, being a native, the state governnent is
bought, too. And | honestly believe that all

of you guys are working together, and you're
not listening to the residents and what New
Hanmpshire resi dents have to say.

When peopl e brought up the comrents
about the power line project in Vernont and how
that's going to be buried, and how you really
don't know all the details, | think that's
conpl ete BS, because you're in the sane
busi ness and you're in direct conpetition with
those guys. You're trying to beat them by
building that line first. 1It's |ike who can
run the | ongest extension cord from Canada to
Massachusetts. Who gives a shit? You guys are
init for the noney. And if you can build it
first, the other guys really can't. So you're
trying to shove this down our throat. And
you're doing a really good job, but we're not
taking it. But the problemis all of our |ocal
officials, nobody's really got the balls to

stand up to you. Get the fuck out of our
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st at e.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO Hey,
let's keep it cl assy.

Senat or .

SENATOR FORRESTER | " mnot sure how
to foll ow that.

For the record, Jeanie Forrester.
F-ORRES-T-EER Do you need ne to spell ny
first nane? J-E-A-N-I-E

For the record, | ama state senator
for District 2, representing 27 communities.
District 2 is the |argest geographic
district -- or second largest. |I'msorry. And
nost of the communities in ny district | would
say are inpacted by this project. And it makes
me sad, | have to say, to follow this gentl enan
behi nd me, to hear him say that he believes
that state officials are bought and paid for,
because | can tell you we are not bought and
paid for, and we have been fighting this fight
for nmany years.

Back in 2014, there was an article
witten in the New Hanpshire Busi ness Revi ew

where they tal ked about PSNH at the tine being
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on a "listening tour.” And ny question is:
Are you listening? Wen | know, as you know,
that 26 communities along the route have
formally protested this project, are you

li stening? Wen we hear back then from
Counsel or Burton, who was probably one of the
nost honorable politicians, if you call hima
politician -- 1'd call hima servant | eader --
who knows how to conmprom se said "Bury the
line," I would ask, "Are you |istening?"
Senat or Ayotte, our U S. Senator, has said,
"Bury the line. New Hanpshire's worth it."
Are you listening? And | would say to you
that, if you showed the | eadership that Ray
Burton and Senator Ayotte show, take that

| eadership position. Listen to what the people
are saying. Bury the line. You will end all
t hese neetings. Everybody can go hone. W can
stop the testinony, and you'll be heroes.
You've heard it tine and tinme again. You' ve
heard it fromthe folks here. [It's not that

t hey' re against clean energy. 1It's not that

t hey' re against energy. They're against the

towers. They woul d support burying the |ines.
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So, please, listen to the people of New
Hampshire and bury the line. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER | ACOPI NO  Thank
you, Senat or.

Ckay. As indicated earlier, we have
two nore of these public informati on sessions
next week: Wednesday night at the Muntain
View G and Hotel in Wiitefield, and then
Thur sday ni ght at the Mountain Cub at Loon.
Thank you all very nmuch. W are adjourned.

(Wher eupon the public information

session was adjourned at 9:53 p.m)
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