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Counsel for the Applicant: Barry Needl enan, Esq.
(McLane M ddl et on)

Counsel for the Public:

Peter Roth, Esq. (Sr. Asst. Atty. Gen.)
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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Good
eveni ng, | adies and gentlenen. Wl cone to the
Public Comment Hearing of the Site Eval uation
Comm ttee. We have one nmatter before us this
evening; it's the Joint Application of Northern
Pass Transm ssion, LLC, and Public Service
Conpany of New Hanpshire, which does busi ness
as Eversource Energy, for a Certificate of Site
and Facility, which is SEC Docket 2015-06.
After the public hearing this evening, we wll
al so have a neeting of the Subconmmttee to
di scuss certain notions for reconsideration
related to i nterventions.

Before turning to the public
comrent hearing agenda, | will ask the
Subcommi ttee nmenbers to introduce thensel ves,
starting to ny left.

MR. OLDENBURG W Iliam
A denburg, Departnent of Transm ssion.

CVBR. BAI LEY: Kate Bailey from
t he New Hanpshire Public Utilities Conm ssion.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Martin

Honi gberg fromthe New Hanpshire Public
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Uilities Conm ssion.

MR. WAY: Christopher Way from
t he Departnent of Resources and Econoni c
Devel opnent .

M5. WH TAKER  Rachel Whit aker,
publ i c menber.

CHAl RVAN HONI GBERG  Sitting to
ny right -- I'msorry, Patty.

MS. VWEATHERSBY: Last, but not
| east, Patricia Wathersby, public nenber.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Sorry about
t hat .

Not present this evening is
Craig Wight fromthe Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Ser vi ces.

Sitting to ny right is M chael
| acopi no, who is counsel to the Site
Eval uation Commttee. Sitting in the front
rowto ny right in the beautiful |ight blue
j acket is Pam Monroe, the SEC Adm ni strator.

All right. W will now open
t he public comment hearing. | have to read,
unfortunately, a short explanation of why

we're here.

{ SEC 2015- 06} [ PUBLI C COMVENT HEARI NG PLYMOUTH] { 06- 23- 16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

On Cctober 19th, 2015,
Nort hern Pass Transm ssion, LLC, and Public
Servi ce Conpany of New Hanpshire submtted an
application to the New Hanpshire Site
Eval uation Commttee for a Certificate of
Site and Facility to construct a 192-mle
transm ssion line. The line is proposed to
have a capacity rating of up to 1,090
megawatts, which will run through New
Hanpshire fromthe Canadi an border in
Pittsburg to Deerfield.

On Novenber 2nd, pursuant to
R S A 162-H 4(A), the Chair of the Conmttee
appoi nted a Subconmm ttee.

On Decenber 7th, the
Subcommi ttee reviewed the Application and
determ ned that the Application contained
sufficient information to satisfy the
Application requirenents of each state agency
havi ng jurisdiction under state or federal
| aw to regul ate any aspect of the
constructi on or operation of the proposed
facility. The Subcomm ttee al so made an

I ndependent determ nation that the
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Application contained sufficient informati
to carry out the purposes of RS A 162-H.

On January 11th, 14th, 20th
and 21st, the Subcomm ttee conducted publi

i nformati on sessions in Franklin,

on

Cc

Londonderry, Laconia, Wiitefield and Lincol n.

Back in Decenber, the Site

Eval uation Conmttee readopted its

adm ni strative rules with anendnents. The

readopti on of the adm nistrative rules was
requi red by New Hampshire | aw.

On Decenber 28th of 2015, t
Comm ttee Adm ni strator asked the Applican
to suppl enent the Application so that it
woul d conmply with the new y-enact ed
regul ations. The Applicant filed
suppl enental docunentati on on February 26t
2016. Prior to and follow ng the Applican
subm ssi on of suppl enental docunentati on,
Subconmmi ttee received a nunber of notions
requesting that the Commttee -- that the
Subconmm tt ee post pone or suspend public
hearings in this docket and/or schedul e

addi ti onal public hearings.

he
t

h,
t's

t he
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On March 1st, | issued an
order denying the request to postpone or
suspend the public hearings, but ordered that
two additi onal hearings would be conducted to
all ow the public to comment on the
suppl enental docunentation filed by the
Applicant on February 26th of 2016. The
Subcomm ttee has al ready conducted public
heari ngs on March 1st, 7th, 10th, 14th and
16th in Meredith, Col ebrook, Concord,

Hol derness and Deerfield. The Subconmmttee
has al so held the first of the two additional
public hearings for comment on the

suppl enent al docunentation; that took pl ace
in Whitefield on May 19t h.

The Order of Notice of
tonight's public comment hearing for the
public to comment on the suppl enenta
docunentati on was i ssued on May 26th of 2016.
Pl ease note that the purpose of this hearing
is to receive public comments on the
addi tional information docunentation filed by
t he Applicant on February 26th, 2016;

therefore, | would ask nmenbers of the public
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tolimt their comments to the issues raised
in the suppl enental docunentation. Also, to
t he peopl e who have intervenor status in this
docket, please carefully consider whether it
i's necessary for you to comment during this
hearing. As intervenors, you have ot her
opportunities to make your argunents, to take
di scovery and to cross-exam ne the
Applicant's witnesses as part of these

adj udi cati ve proceedi ngs.

As | indicated, the purpose of
tonight's hearing is to hear fromthe public
on the supplenental naterials. There will be
no presentation by the Applicant and no
questions for the Applicant. | will also
poi nt out that the public comment period in
the Site Evaluation Commttee proceedings is
extensive. W receive and consider witten
coments, statenents and reports fromthe
public throughout the pendency of our
proceeding up until the tinme that the record
Is closed just before deliberations begin.

If you wish to speak, you

should sign up on the fornms that were outside

10
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and can be provided by Ms. Monroe down in
front. G ven the nunber of people who have
signed up, we'll ask you to limt your
remarks to three mnutes. Pl ease understand
t hat when you get to three mnutes, we wll
not stop you. Wen you get to 3-1/2 m nutes,
I will raise ny hand. About 30 seconds after
that, if it looks |like you' re not finishing
up, I will ask you to either finish up or
suspend your renmarks and wait until everyone
el se has had a chance to speak for you to
conpl ete them

One ot her comment based on
what's gone on at prior public conment
heari ngs. W know t hat people want to show
t heir support for speakers, and we're not
going to stop that. W woul d ask that
coment s, whatever you want to make, in the
manner of cheering or clapping, be positive.
Show your support if you would |like to or for
t he peopl e who have spoken, but please, you
do not need to nake negative comments about
what anybody el se has sai d.

The other thing I want to say

11
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about that is we need to keep this noving so
that people wll be able to | eave here at a
reasonable hour. So when | read nanes, |I'm
going to read three nanes. And each tinme |
read the nanes, |I'mgoing to identify the
next two people to speak. So, after
soneone's done, | would ask the next person
whose turn it is to speak to cone to the
m cr ophone, so that way we can keep things
novi ng, even if there is a short anpunt of
appl ause for a prior speaker. |Is that a deal
t hat everybody feels they can live with this
eveni ng?

Good. Thank you all for that,
for your cooperation on that.

All right. M. lacopino, is
t here anything else | need to do before
calling the first speaker this eveni ng?

MR. | ACOPI NO No, sir.

CHAl RVAN HONI GBERG Al l right.
The first three speakers are: Representative
Herb Ri chardson, to be followed by G afton
County Comm ssi oner Martha Ri chards and

Representati ve Suzanne Sm th.

12
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The stenographer asked ne to
rem nd you that, if you have brought witten
comments this evening and are reading from
sonething, if you could please | eave a copy
for the stenographer in the plastic bin on
the table in front of ne. That wll help
everyone nmake this record clear and conpl ete.

Representati ve Ri chardson.

REP. RI CHARDSON. Thank you, and

t hank you very nuch for allowing me to speak

here tonight. For the record, ny name is Herb
Ri chardson. | ama state representative for
Coos District 4. | represent the conmunities
of Lancaster and Dalton. |I'malso the

vi ce-chai rman of the Science, Technol ogy and
Energy Committee in the New Hanpshire House of
Represent ati ves.

| am here to tell you, the
SEC, that | have many | ocal contractors in ny
district and in ny county that are very happy
with the Project Labor Agreenent portion of
t he suppl enental information that has been
filed wwth you. They feel that Northern Pass

is nmaki ng a concerted effort to hire | ocal

13
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contractors as part of this project. W hope
that the SEC will hold Northern Pass to this
goal and this Project will keep to rekindle
t he economic well-being of the North Country.

The $200 mllion Forward New
Hampshire Fund is very inportant to Coos
County and the State of New Hanpshire. A
smal | anount of these doll ars have al ready
been given out, helping in ny district al one:
An el ectric car charger at our |ocal
canpground i n Lancaster put in by a | ocal
contractor; a sinulator for our CTE Program
at Wiite Mountain Regi onal Hi gh School; a
| ocal child care center just starting out,
giving themthe opportunity for jobs, and
nmost inportant, child care to our comrunity.
The newest project to get started will be new
street lighting in Lancaster, savi ng energy
costs for our residents. And once again,
this project will be done by a | oca
contractor, keeping jobs in the North
Country.

Ladi es and gentl enen, | ast

evening | went from Lancaster to West

14
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Stewart stown on county business. It once
agai n showed nme how much Coos County needs
hel p. Take this trip sonetine. |It's
incredible. 1t's scary how nany hones are up
for sale in the North Country. Check how
many businesses in Wiitefield, Lancaster,
Groveton, Col ebrook are now no | onger in

exi stence. Coos County is hurting. W have
t he hi ghest unenpl oynent rate in the state.
We have the highest under-enploynent rate in
the state, al nbst 6 percent on Medicaid
expansi on. The poverty level is low [sic].
We pay one of the highest electric rates in
the Continental United States here in New
Hanpshire. WIIl Northern Pass hel p | ower

t hese electric rates? | believe they wll
Wl the tax revenues hel p reduce property
taxes? | believe they will. WIIl Northern
Pass and the Forward New Hanpshire Fund hel p
bri ng busi ness and jobs to the North Country?
| believe so. W need help. W need jobs so
that our famlies have the ability to |live
and work where they | ove.

Sone say the proposed Coos

15
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Loop upgrade wll not help Coos County in the
North Country. You and | know that is one of
the npbst inportant projects that is needed in
Coos County. Jobs, jobs, jobs, that's what
it's all about.

| would |ike to appl aud the
SECinits desire to try to get as nuch
public input as possible into the revi ew
process for Northern Pass. And there does
come a tinme when re-hearing the sane
i nformation over and over becones | ess about
good public i nput and nore about del aying the
process. This really needs to be the | ast
public hearing. This is only the second SEC
hearing after we, the Legislature, rewote
t he SEC process extending it to three nonths.
I would like to encourage the SEC to rethink
their plan to add the extra nine nonths. W
had anple tine to discuss this tine needed
during the | egislative process.

Thank you for your tinme and
your consi derati on.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  The next

speaker is Gafton County Conm ssi oner Martha

16
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Ri chards, to be foll owed by Representative
Suzanne Smth and Franklin Gty Councilor, Tony
G unt a.

COW SSI ONER RI CHARDS: The
2, 000- day canpai gn conti nues. Good eveni ng.
|*'m Mart ha Ri chards from Hol der ness, weari ng
two hats tonight: First, as a private citizen
on a right-of-way now noved i nto downt own
Pl ynmout h, who proudly stands with the
opposition fighting this project for six |ong
years; and second, as one of the three Grafton
County Conm ssioners who are all in ful
agreenent with total opposition to the Northern
Pass Project as currently proposed. As
conmmi ssioners, we are also intervenors on this
pr oj ect .

So, here | stand before you
all again tonight with a sinple nessage which
Eversource is |oathed to keep hearing: Bury
t he whol e project under 1-93 and other state
transportation corridors. Wth project plans
goi ng through the downtowns of Franconi a,
East on, Sugar HiIl, Wodstock, Thornton,

Canpton and Pl ynouth, do you have any i dea of
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what is being created here? Undoubtedly sone
busi nesses wll fail during this tinme of
extrene disruption. CQur already fragile
econony cannot take nore | osses. Wth

Pl ynouth State University in Plynouth, I
cannot even fathomthe disruption on our Main
Street. As conm ssioners, we are very
concerned with our county's econom c

wel | -being, fromtourist attractions and
services to the plunging real estate market,
to the |l asting environnmental damage, to
probabl e health concerns. This all for a
project that is not needed to keep the lights
on.

By this point, you have
hopeful |l y waded t hrough t housands of pages of
docunents from nmany sources and thus have
begun to educate yourselves about this
project. You're newto this. W have been
living with this Black Mnster for six years.
But we are still here standing strong, |ike
Davi d and Gol i ath, against those |ying,
decei tful behenot hs, Northern Pass and Hydro

Quebec. We are not sone backwoods hi cks they

18
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can roll over and conquer. They couldn't
even buy off Plynmpouth with $10 million to
nmove the |ine.

Your due diligence is expected
as you ask the tough questions. For once,
maybe we'll see a governnent entity work
effectively to determine if this project is
really sonething that will or wll not
benefit New Hanpshire, not just |ine too nmany
cor porate pockets with obscene profits,
profits garnered at the expense of severely
di srupting people's lives perhaps forever by
sone ivory tower executives who don't give a
damm about the hundreds of us |iving al ong
the 192 mles of the Project. Please
conti nue your reading and absorption of this
gargantuan project. W, the opposition, can
already tell you it is not needed and not
wanted. W offer facts and we offer the
truth. In your findings by Septenber 2017 --
and thank you for that needed extension --
mandate its total burial in the right places
and not in the heart of our comunities. The

Nati ve Anmericans woul d pl an out seven

19
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generations for their actions in the
environnent. Surely, you can have the vision
and foresight to treat the natural beauty of
New Hanpshire with near equal respect. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  The next
speaker is Representative Susan Smth, to be
followed by Franklin Cty Councilor, Tony
Gunta, and Allen, with a last nane | can't
really read -- Barthillier? -- who lives in
Lancaster.

REP. SM TH: (Good evening. For
the record, ny nanme is Suzanne Smth. I|I'ma
state representative. | represent G afton
County District 8, the towns of Pl ynouth,

Hebr on and Hol der ness.

| want to start by thanking
the SEC for listening to the concerns of
citizens and hol ding these two additi onal
nmeeti ngs or hearings. W understand the
chal | enges you, the SEC, face: A |engthy
application and an extended revi ew process.
But on those | ong nights when you are up |late

readi ng t hrough thousands and t housands of

20
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pages of docunents fromthe Applicant and the
many, nmany questions and coments from

i ntervenors of the Northern Pass Project,

pl ease do not |ose sight of the fact that
behi nd every letter and question is a citizen
of New Hanpshire who cares deeply about this
pl ace we call hone, about the natural
resources, the scenic beauty, the cultural
and historic resources and the strong tourism
econony, all of which benefit each and every
one of us, no matter what our walk of |ife;
the voices of the people who |ive adjacent to
Routes 3, 116 and 112, whose yards and
gardens stand to be disrupted by bl asting of

| edges and digging in their yards, sonetines
within 50 feet of their homes; the voices of
peopl e and communities who wll be subjected
to tall towers and w de swat hs of bare | and
where they will be erected; the voices of the
muni ci palities who are faced w th defendi ng
their towns against the lure of big bucks
fromthe Forward NH Plan. | could go on. |If
the Applicant had initially proposed to bury

the entire project, it would now, in all

21
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l'i kel i hood, be built. But instead, mllions
of dollars have been spent trying to work the
system And now, six years into the Project,
t he adj udi catory process has not even
started. | urge the SEC to seriously listen
to people, the people, and recommend buri al
of the entire project. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG  Next up is
Tony Gunta, to be followed by Allen B., and
then Alan McLain. | would note that if you are
not sitting sonewhere near to where the
m crophone and the | ecturn are set up, there
are a couple seats right down in front where
you can cone down and sit when you're either on
deck or in the hold.

So, M. Gunta.

COUNCI LOR G UNTA: Thank you,
M. Chairman and nenbers of the SEC,
Adm ni strator Monroe. Good evening. M nane
Is Tony Gunta, I'mGCty Councilor for the Cty
of Franklin. And we have been here before, and
this is, | believe, the last tine we wll have
a chance to actually speak to the SEC

So, you have heard from our
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mayor, Ken Merrifield, who has told you of
t he enornous i nportance of this project to
our city, $7 mllion in additional revenue to
a tax base that now generates $10 nmillion.
That is a significant influx of funding for
our city, desperately needed. You have al so
heard from our city manager, Elizabeth
Dragon, who has told you about di m nishing
funds that are comng to our city on the
state | evel and on the federal |evel, which
makes it even nore difficult to satisfy our
requirenents as a nunicipality in the city of
Frankl i n.

But one thing I want to stress
tonight is sonmething that's near and dear to

me, and that's the environnental benefits

that conme fromthis project. It is often not
tal ked about. I'd like to spend a nonent on
it for you.

| ' ve spent 15 years of ny life
with the Departnment of Environnental Services
cl eaning up our |legacy sites, nmainly
petroleumsites. And this is what has been

part of our civilization. This is how we

23
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live. But we are dealing with cleaning it
up. We are now | ooking at Northern Pass, a

| ow car bon-em ssion source of electricity, to
now t ake the place of that. So when | |eft
the Departnent in 2007, | started a conpany
call ed AMENI CO, Anerican Energy | ndependence
Conpany. And the goal of that conmpany was to
coll ect waste vegetable oil fromrestaurants
fromall across New England. After nearly a
decade, that conpany now col |l ects about a
mllion gallons a year of what used to either
go down the drain or used to be thrown away
in alandfill. The EPA has done significant
studi es and has found that for every gallon
of that product that goes and repl aces fuel
oil or diesel fuel saves 22 pounds of carbon
di oxi de fromgetting into our environnent.

If you calculate it out, essentially what
that neans is that AMEN CO saves the

envi ronnent about 10, 000 tons of CO2

em ssions every year. Let's conpare that
wth this project. W're tal ki ng about

3 mllion tons of CO2 reductions fromthis

one project. That's 300 AMENI COs that can
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happen with the flick of a switch overni ght
on this one project. To nme, to know t he

bl ood, sweat and tears of creati ng AMEN CO
over 10 years and to know how awful it is to
gather up this material and turn it into a
renewabl e fuel is a staggering statistic for
me, and it should be for you as well.

The other thing I want to add
to you is, as we | ose base generati on power
from nucl ear power plants, a zero
carbon-em ssi on source, as we | ose those
units, what wll replace themif not Northern
Pass? | can tell you what will replace them
Nat ural gas. Natural gas is a backward step
fromwhere we are today. From a
zer o- em ssi on carbon source now noving to
natural gas is a step back for this whole
regi on.

Wth those facts, M. Chairman
and nenbers of the SEC, | hope you w ||
consi der them and cone to the sane concl usi on
that | have cone to, that this is a very good
proj ect and shoul d be approved. Thank you

very much.
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CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Next
speaker is Allen B., who is going to spell and
pronounce his name for us, followed by Al an
McLai n and Roger Hi nds.

MR, BOUTHI LLI ER: My nane is
Al len Bouthillier -- last nane is
B-OUT-HI-L-L-1-E-R -- from Lancaster, New
Hampshire. M sons and | run an excavati on and
| oggi ng business in Lancaster. W have been in

busi ness for 32 years and presently have 35

enpl oyees. | would like to speak to you about
how t he PPA and this supplenent wll nean to ny
conpany and our enployees. It is very

I mportant to the growth and viability of ny
conpany and our enpl oyees that this project be
approved. Fundanentally, it is inportant for
you to stop delaying the work so that we can go
to work. | don't understand why you woul d
start off with a nine-nonth delay in the
approval process when there is already an
agreenent in place by legislators in the state
to give you a year to decide. | believe the
state governnment should be held to the sane

standards that they would hold ny conpany to if
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| don't performon a project that |I'm awarded
fromthe state. |If | don't performin a tinely
manner, | would be fined severe penalties and

have a chance of |osing ny borrow ng
capabilities.

" mal so concerned that this
public counsel has unfairly limted itself to
only representing those nenbers of the public
t hat are opposed to the project. | don't
believe that this was the | egislators' intent
when they created the Public Counsel, getting
help fromthe New Hanpshire Attorney
Ceneral's O fice be based on whether or not
you support the project. I'mnot sure it is
fair to have the AG support the position that
t he Seabr ook Nuclear and its forner owners
have taken agai nst ny snall conpany and ot her
smal | conpanies |like mne in Coos County.
Looki ng at the new experts that Public
Counsel is hiring, I amvery concerned that
you are proposing a one-sided study to oppose
this project. Are you going to quantify the
positives that this brings to New Hanpshire?

| know that Northern Pass w ||
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I ncrease tourismby creating new
opportunities for trails for ATVs, snow
machi nes and horseback riding, just like it
does in Vernmont on the existing DC |ine.
Lowering the electric rates will benefit the
ski i ndustry when they're maki ng snow and at
full capacity at their hotels. WII| this be
i ncluded in the study?

Another thing | would like to
share with you is a fact sheet published by
t he USDA, which | have a bunch of handouts
that I wll had you for the record.

(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR. BOUTHI LLI ER:  These
docunents speak about the benefits of early
successi onal species habitat to wildlife. They

li st power |line rights-of-way as one of the

mai N sources of this habitat. Nort her n Pass
W ll create early successional habitat. As a
hunter, | would seek out areas |ike these to

hunt. A hunter is just another form of tourist
wearing an orange j acket.
Pl ease consider all the facts

and stop del aying the approval of this
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project. Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Next
speaker is Alan MLain, foll owed by Roger Hi nds
and Ji m Page.

MR. McLAIN:  Good afternoon. My
nane is Alan McLain. 1'd |ike thank you for
letting me speak here again tonight. The

|etter is to the Site Evaluation Commttee.

My nane is Alan McLain. |I'ma
busi ness owner. | support the Northern Pass
Project. Hydropower is clean and doesn't use

up our natural resources. An exanple is

bi omass or coal. | believe nore supply
options will lead to |l ower prices, as well as
| owering the risk of energy shortages in the
future. I'mone of the majority of New
Hanpshire residents that's in favor of this
project. | feel the turnout at these

nmeeti ngs have definitely been one-sided and
in favor of the opposition of the Northern
Pass Project. This group has been very
passionate in their beliefs. They arrive at
t he neeti ngs showi ng signs agai nst Northern

Pass, wearing clothing to signify the sane --
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orange hats, shirts, shovels, etc. They are
very, very vocal in these neetings, cheering,
cl appi ng and soneti nes shouting rude

out bursts. When soneone speaks in favor of
the Northern Pass Project, there is either
dead silence or low grunbling in the audi ence
agai nst those of us that have a different

opi nion. These actions are a form of
bul I yi ng, maki ng New Hanpshire residents in
favor of this project afraid to speak up,
unconfortable and unlikely to speak. That is
why the silent majority of New Hanpshire
residents that are in favor of this project
stay silent. The noderators at these

meeti ngs have tried to keep order, but the
out bursts continue. |If the noderator were to
keep this group quiet, they would cry foul
and say they were not allowed to express

t hensel ves and that they weren't treated --
and that they have been treated unfairly.
These actions go far beyond these neeti ngs.
This group is vocal in restaurants, coffee
shops, churches, and everywhere they go.

They are ready to argue and confront anybody

30

{ SEC 2015- 06} [ PUBLI C COMVENT HEARI NG PLYMOUTH] { 06- 23- 16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

who opposes their views. Business owners are
afraid to speak up to get | ower energy costs
that will help their bottomline due to this
group's vocal canpai gn against this project.
They fear |lower sales if they support this
pr oj ect.

Friends of mne in the
audi ence, when | have spoken in favor of this
project, have told ne they were nenbers in
attendance that swore they woul d never hire
nmy conpany because |I'min favor of this
project. M coment to that is that | share
different religious beliefs, as well as
different political views, so | should be
able to have an opinion on the Northern Pass
Project that differs fromany of nmy custoners
or fellow neighbors. M enployees are
wel |l -trained, hard-working. And | would ask
you to reconsi der and give ny conpany a
second |l ook. | believe this project serves
t he public good and should be permtted
w t hout del ay. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next

speaker is Roger H nds, to be followed by Jim
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Page and Roberg d egg.

M. Hi nds, the m crophone is
there. Al right.

Vell, while M. Hnds is
getting his prop, the comments that you're
maki ng are strongly felt, comng fromthe
heart. W understand the feelings and how
significant they are. | want to rem nd
people that this is -- the purpose of this
publ i c comrent hearing was to provide
comments on the supplenental infornmation
filed by the Applicant in |late February. So
far, 1've heard one reference to that.

M. Hi nds, please go to the
m cr ophone. You may proceed.

MR. HI NDS: Thank you. Well,
let's see. | think |I just heard --

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG M . Hi nds,
no one can hear you unless you cone to the
m cr ophone.

MR HINDS: | heard soneone
menti on sonet hi ng about jobs that this wll
make for the communities. The construction

itself is going to be the bul k of the work.

32
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When the job is done, 90 percent of the jobs

w Il be gone. What are those enpl oyees goi ng
to do then? Now, where do they cone fronf
Probably from Canada, nost of them There was
al so nention how this power will benefit
comunities. Were are the communities?
Massachusetts. So, what's the benefit for New

Hampshire? Nothing. Imagine they'll throw us

a bone sooner or later. Nobody nentioned how
long it will take to build this system [|I'm
sure it will be up in the area -- | don't think

they can give you a specific figure. And
everyone else, it seens, do not want our

| andscapes spoiled by the view of the
nmonstrosity of those towers ruining our

| andscapes. WIIl this ruin the value of our
hones or will it affect tourist trade? More
than likely. |If there is no danger of

radi ati on, then why do they have to build them
so high? And what kind of study's on the
wldlife, howit's going to affect it? |Is

t here any endangered species at risk? Has the
research been done on that? | know legally I

bel i eve they' re supposed to.
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Now, since when does a conpany
froma foreign country have any rights to
override us when we say no? | don't think
the Fair Trade Agreenent applies here because
they're not benefiting us, at |east not the
New Hanpshire people. Canada offers to build
nucl ear plant up there to run the power |ines
to New Hanpshire for use. Fair trade, if you
want to be fair about it... (inaudible) never

see in our lifetines, probably. They think

t hey can work up at the landfill in
Bet hl ehem .. (inaudible) tax breaks from what
| hear. MNow, tell ne if |I'm wong.

You are supposed to represent
t he peopl e of New Hanpshire. W are supposed
to trust you. That you violate that trust
and authority is not acceptable. Since our
t axes pay your wages, that nmakes us your
boss. It's our taxes paying you. And if you
refuse to work as directed by New Hanpshire,
per haps there's a need for a change.
Massachusetts is
over - popul ated, and that's nade the problem

No | onger can they provide enough power for
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themselves. 1'd |like to be a good nei ghbor,
but that is really pushing it. There are

ot her ways to get power, and it is cheaper to
get soneone else to pay for it other than the
t axpayer down there. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Next
speaker is JimPage, to be foll owed by Robert
Cl egg and Susan Seitz.

MR. PAGE: Thank you for having
me here tonight. |'mresponding to M. Bowes'
testi nony regardi ng construction safety on
Nort hern Pass, Eversource and their
contractors' projects.

Are there any individuals here
tonight trained in construction safety? |
see a lot of IBEWworkers, so |I'm sure you
have training. But it really makes nme wonder
what's really going on on the early prelim
work. And I'll start with borings.

If you don't know what this
is, this is a boring stake. It says on it
"B7A, Easton, New Hanpshire," about a mle
and a half fromny hone. Sonebody |eft these

out. They pulled -- they did the prelim
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borings late | ast summer, last fall. The

hol es were not backfilled properly, coll apsed
in. And | fell in Boring A8 last winter.
This is 7A. About three nonths ago it was
still 18 inches deep on the side of the road.
Road races and everything el se going on up

t here, nmountain bikers. So that's what
happens with bore holes. There's a |ot of

bori ng work going on there right now S. W

Cole is drilling on it. | know that
people -- and | went so far as at | east
pleading with them | called one of their

engi neers and sai d pl ease go back behi nd you
and nmake sure the holes are conpetently
backfill ed so sonmebody isn't injured or
killed. You could have fell into 7A and
fallen in the travel |ane of the road.

So, let's go on to sone
phot ographs here. [|'Il put sone on the table
for the board to pass around and | ook at.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG M . Page,
Ms. Monroe is going to help you.

MR. PAGE: These are recent

phot ographs. This was a prelimnary structure
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just south of the Deerfield substation that's
been recently conpleted in early May. Anybody
seen anything like this before? How would you
i ke your child, sonebody -- your aninals,

what ever, to get out and get tangled up in

this? This is ground wire that cane off a wood

pole structure --
(Court Reporter interrupts.)

MR PAGE: It was just kind of
hal f - baked, coiled up and left on the ground
for people and kids wal ki ng around this and
ever yt hi ng.

If you |l ook in the photographs
there, there's also a nmassive hole. That
hole is only about 4 feet off the new steel
structure. When | canme across it a week and
a half ago, that hole was 7 feet deep. It
was one of the Hfrane holes. Pretty obvious
to me whoever backfilled it pushed a couple
boul ders in and dragged sone gravel across
the top of it. Mdther Nature did the rest
and left a 7-foot hole. The wire was left in
t he school bus turnaround. And Eversource

was so grateful, they toppled a wood pol e
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structure and couldn't even take 20 seconds
to take the town sign off that said "School
Bus Turnaround.” So that's what's really
goi ng on out there.

| really wonder, what is the
real integrity of that structure right there
W t hout sonebody exam ning it, an engi neer
who really knows what he's doi ng and maki ng
sure the backfill of both existing |Iegs
because it's so close to the new H-frane,
whet her that structure even has the proper
integrity to it.

Recently, on a construction
site of mne in New Hanpshire, and this was
only a few weeks ago, | had an Eversource
37.5 line arc to ground right outside ny
office trailer, set fire to everything. O
course, that never happens. It was due to
excessi ve side sway on the m ddl e phase of
the line. 1'll |eave the rest to your
conj ecture. Anybody |ike the video, get a
hold of me and |1'd be happy to provide video.

Eversource projects recently

have had one death in New Hanpshire. There's
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been a death recently in Connecti cut.

There's a police officer in Massachusetts who
got hit in the side of the head with a
backhoe bucket. So, in ny opinion, there's a
managenment | evel clearly mssing in
construction safety and conpetence. |

present these facts to you. Wat qualifies
me to speak about this? | am an OSHA
outreach safety trainer. You can judge a
project as to how it would be carried out by
how its early work is done. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Next
speaker is Robert Cegg, to be foll owed by
Susan Seitz and Steven, whose |ast nane starts
with B and |lives Berlin.

MR. CLEGG  Menbers of the
Comm ttee, | cone here fromthe southern tier
of the state because |'ve been to a few of
these, and | notice that everybody thinks it's
all about the North Country. And | have to
tell you it's about jobs in the southern tier
as well. W see everyday nobre conpanies

cl osi ng shop and novi ng sonepl ace where power
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is nore affordable. And the only way to fix
that is to bring in hydropower. W have to
have a m x. | understand that. W need sol ar.
But we can't wait any longer. And to bury the
li ne everywhere we all know adds a billion
dollars to the cost, and it would make it the
nost expensive power in the New Engl and regi on
so it does us no good.

You know, | do a | ot of
traveling. And | travel to Ireland and
Scot | and, where you see lines in the view all
over the place. Because all of the ones |'ve
been to here, they always tal k about their
view, the value of their view So | asked
sonebody, an old-tiner, how he felt about the

vi ew t here. And he | ooked at ne and said, "I

don't know what your problemis.” He said,
“"When | | ook at those |ines across that
skyline, | view power to a hospital, power to

schools, reading |ights and power to an
establ i shment where we share a neal at the
end of the day and a couple of pints."” He
said, "Wiat do you view?" And that's what |

want you to understand. That's what those
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| i nes nean to everybody in the southern tier.

You know, we have all the
roads that brings all the econony in the
sumrer and winter to the North Country.
We're not asking anybody to bury those or
shut them down. W're saying let's play
fair. Gve us the power that allows us to
exist, and we'll continue to give you the
people that allows you to exist. W need the
power in order to have factories operating.
W' re not getting any new conpanies. And as
| said, | represent the snall business
i ndustry, and | also represent a group of
peopl e who own an awful | ot of conmerci al
i ndustrial property. | can tell you that
every day sonebody el se noves to a pl ace
where there is nore affordable power to run
their conpany. Please |let the Project go
forward. And the sooner, the better, because
if we wait until it's too |ong, not everybody
can work at McDonal d's or now | oans.
Eventually the southern tier will |ook |ike
Coos County. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Next
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speaker is Susan Seitz, to be foll owed by
Steven B. and Phil Bedard.

MS. SEITZ: Hi, ny nane is Susan
Seitz, S, as in Sam E-I-T-2Z.

Deerfield is a small historic
town. We've been chosen at the end of this
proj ect because that's where the |ines cross.
You cannot tell ne power |ines towering over
our historic district, into our historic
areas, wll not have a negative inpact on our
town and all the other towns |like us up and
down this line. Eversource is working in
Deerfield right now cutting trees on our nain
roads and scenic byways. Prom ses made have
been prom ses broken on a very public
project. W are told trees would be tagged,
then we were told they ran out of tape and in
four weeks couldn't get nore. W were told
that no trees would be cut w thout
honmeowners' perm ssion. Trees keep com ng
down. We were told we had no right to know
who in Deerfield gave perm ssion, it was
confidential information. This project

conpared to Northern Pass is insignificant.
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VWhat wi Il happen with the Eversource pron ses
then? Eversource tells us we need this power
for the grid. What Eversource has not told

us is how many truly green projects all over

New England will be lost if this project goes
t hrough. How many jobs wll be |lost? How
many busi nesses wll be cl osed because of

this project? Instead they say, "Trust us.
Put all your energy needs into our and
Canada' s hands. Nothing will go wong."

As an Eversource custoner, |
am being told they want to i ncrease ny power
costs because we didn't use enough
electricity this wnter. M cost wll be
doubl e ny nei ghbors who are served by the
Co-Op. But they sit here telling us to give
t hem access to destroy the New Hanpshire way
of |ife because they know what's best for
them They can help us with nore power.
They'll | ower our costs. Trust them | say

no.

CHAl RVAN HONI GBERG.  All right.

Next speaker is Steve B., who is going to spell

and pronounce his |ast nane for us, to be
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foll owed by Phil Bedard and Suzanne Steel e.

MR. BINETTE: Hello, ny nane is
Steven Binette, B-I-NE-T-T-E. | amt he
president of Ray's Electric & General
Contractors, and we are | ocated in Berlin, New
Hanmpshire. Qur busi ness has been
fam | y-operated for over 59 years. One of our
specialties is underground utilities. One
exanple is that we were part of the first phase
of bringing utilities to the top of Mount
Washi ngt on.

Nort hern Pass, including Bill
Qui nl an, has reached out many of us
contractors in the hope that we can be part
of this great project which the North Country
desperately needs. As we know, noney spent
|l ocally usually travel s throughout our
communities. Qur conpany has been sel ected
toinstall LED lighting in the town of
Lancaster, which is one of the early projects
funded by Eversource's Forward New Hanpshire
Fund. As we understand it, the $200 mllion
Forward New Hanpshire Fund will create jobs

for New Hanpshire contractors long after the
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construction of the Northern Pass is
conpleted. W are excited to be -- we are
excited to see that the Project Labor
Agreenent has been added in the suppl enent
filing so that non-union conpanies |ike m ne
can bid on such a project. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG  Next up is
Phil Bedard, to be foll owed by Suzanne Steele
and Ri chard Hage.

MR. BEDARD. Hello. M nane is

Phil Bedard. |1'ma project manager for Ray's

Electric. And | really didn't prepare a speech

and | signed the slip, so here I am

Anyways, being a project
manager for several different conpani es over
the last 10 years, |'ve seen projects dw ndl e
in the North Country. And | think this
project will be great for the North Country
and for jobs. And | think Public Service has
done -- Eversource has done a good job in
changi ng and going to the burial of lines as
nmuch as possible and nodifying their towers
to make themlook a little nore aesthetically

pleasing. | think we need | ower energy costs
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for industries up here, and I think they're
going in the right step. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next up is
Suzanne Steele, to be followed by R chard Hage
and Kennet h Ki nbal | .

MS. STEELE: Suzanne Steel e,
Deerfield, New Hanpshire.

|'d like to read parts of Al an
Robert Baker's article in the Commonweal th
Magazine. It's titled, "Northern Pass is not
a green answer," from June 17th.

Wl | - neani ng policynakers in
Massachusetts are | ooking north, seeing in
Canadi an hydropower a quick solution to the
need for nore green energy. But one state's
envi ronnmental sol uti ons nay be anot her
state's environnental nightmare, and we
should all care about the whol e picture, not
just our own piece, to achieve the greatest
|l ong-terminpact. There is nothing 'green'
about hydropower enanating from Quebec.
Massi ve hydroel ectric dam and reservoir
bui |l ding i n Quebec has caused the inundation

of mllions of acres of boreal forest,
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destruction of entire river ecosystens and
rel ease of nercury poison into the food
chain. New reservoirs also emt |arge
amount s of greenhouse gases for several years
after they are created. For those of us in
New Hanpshire, a different form of
environnental damage is threatened. 1In the
quest to connect new hydro generation
facilities in Canada with consumers in

sout hern New Engl and, Hydro- Quebec and

Ever source Energy have proposed construction
of a massi ve new hi gh-vol tage transm ssi on
corridor that would cut New Hanpshire in
hal f .

For nearly 200 mles, a path
stretching wider than a football field wll
be honme to heavy construction activities.
Fully two thirds of that distance wll
contain over 1100 nassive transm ssion towers
up to 15 stories high, spaced every 800 feet.
That path will despoil natural forest, state
par ks, scenic and cul tural byways, wetl ands,
private land, and fish and wildlife refuges.

Roads al |l owm ng constructi on and the massi ve
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clear-cut pathway wll | ead to damagi ng
runoff. Thirty-one New Hanpshire towns
deeply depend on tourism-- hikers, foliage
visitors, fishernen, skiers -- will see the
heart of the econony threatened. Wo travels
north to look at netal towers strung wth
humm ng wire on every hillside and vall ey and
coursing over pastoral streans and rivers?
For five long years we, the
peopl e of New Hanpshire, have fought the
effort to turn our state and its nountains
Into an extension cord for Massachusetts.
Those | eading that fight include the Society
for Protection of New Hanpshire Forests,
Appal achi an Mountain C ub, the Conservation
Law Foundati on, New Hanpshire Audubon, the
Sierra Club and other organi zations. These
groups and their sister organi zations in
Massachusetts shoul d understand that a
cruci al conponent in stopping Northern Pass
I's preventing Massachusetts from out sourcing
athird of its electricity market to
subsi di ze Canadi an hydropower. Sinply put,

there is no artificial-created and subsi di zed
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mar ket for Canadi an hydropower, and there
will be no transm ssion |lines acting as
extensi on cords. But the converse is al so
true: |If Massachusetts, with its deep
pockets and enornous energy appetite, does
approve paying w |l dly above-narket prices for
power supply from Canada, it will be nuch
nore difficult to indefinitely fight off the
relentl ess push by Hydro- Quebec and
Eversource to build nmore transm ssion |ines
and sell the power to consuners in
Massachusetts and ot her sout hern New Engl and
states. One thing is certain: New Hanpshire
residents and groups will continue to fight.
He goes on to tal k about the
del ays, and he says that this neans that
what ever | egi sl ati on Massachusetts passes, it
has virtually no chance of hel ping the state
nmeet 2020 car bon-em ssion reducti on goal s
mandat ed by the d obal Warm ng Sol uti on Act.
This is an inportant point, since the 2020
mandat es are a key argunent used by
proponents to nake the case for Canadi an

hydr opower .
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CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Ms. Steele,
how nuch do you have?

MS. STEELE: | have anot her
page.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG How many
pages have you read so far?

MS. STEELE: A page and a hal f.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Woul d you,
if you would like to finish, perhaps cone back
at the end, after everyone el se has had a
chance because now you're well over four
m nut es?

MS. STEELE: Ckay. | will cone
back.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Thank you.

Ri chard Hage, to be foll owed
by Kenneth Ki nball and Eric Jones.

MR. HAGE: Thank you for
providing this opportunity. M nane is D ck
Hage. |I'ma 4l1l-year resident of Plynouth. In
| ate February, the comments that were presented
fromnmunicipalities that were |listed, Plynouth
was mssing. So | hope you will accept these

comments in that vein
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Si X years ago, our select
board honored the will of the constituents
regi stered the town of Plymouth in opposition
to the Presidential Permt intervention. At
t hat point, we were one of 30 towns acting in
solidarity, all voting overwhel mngly to
oppose Northern Pass. As you know, that
opposition has only grown | arger and stronger
across New Hanpshire as negative inpacts of
construction and the deeply unet hi cal
behavi or of Northern Pass and Eversource has
been i ncreasingly exposed. Recently, as you
heard Martha comment, Eversource nade an
offer of $10 million to Plynouth in exchange
for Main Street burial. Qur select board
schedul ed a public neeting, a hearing right
here in this roomon May 9th. It was
j am packed. Twenty-ei ght peopl e spoke --
chose to speak, and 100 percent were
unani nously and staunchly opposed to Northern
Pass.

Now, | want to read -- there
was a petition that was out for the four days

precedi ng that hearing; 778 people signed it,
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and a fair nunber of them were non- Pl ynout h
residents, but residents of New Hanpshire who
seek services, work or shop here in Plynouth.
So | just want to read what it said on that
petition.

We, the undersigned residents,
busi ness owners and taxpayers of Plynmouth --
and then there was one for New Hanmpshire
residents, but not Plynouth -- stand opposed
to the Northern Pass Project transmtting
energy through the town of Plynouth, overhead
or underground. Burial of Northern Pass down
I-93 is the only option we will accept. W
urge you to say "No" to Northern Pass and
Forward New Hanpshire and, as intervenors, to
fight this project actively.

Qur board has continued to do
exactly that. | wll give you those signed
petitions right here.

In ny 43 years as a New
Hanpshire resident, | have never seen such
mass- scal e consensus about the val ues we hol d
dearly, and | suspect many of the signatures

were notivated by those val ues, that beauty
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matters, safety natters, property val ues
matter, clean and sustainable nmatter,
hone-grown matters, flora and fauna matter,
Main Street nerchants matter an integrity,
integrity matters. And what we as custodi ans
pass on to our children and they to theirs
deeply nmatters. Those precious values to an
organi zation that has the technical ability
and the financial resources to conpletely
bury this line, clearly those val ues do not
matter. Plynmouth remai ns staunchly opposed
to Northern Pass, either above or bel ow
ground, and we remain conmtted opposition
partners with our growi ng -- thank you.

So | respectfully ask you to
conti nue to be good stewards of our
coll ective values, to take the tine to read
all of the testinony, to reject all forns of
Eversource bribery, to see through the facade
of Forward New Hanpshire -- that is a
pittance, $200 nmillion -- and to refuse to do
busi ness wi th unethical parties. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG.  Kennet h

Kinmball, to be followed by Eric Jones and Jon
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W | ki nson.

MR. KI MBALL: Thank you, nenbers
of the Committee. M nane is Kenneth Kinball .
I'"mdirector of research for the Appal achi an
Mountain Cl ub. Tonight we continue this
now al nost - si x- year debate of whet her New
Hanmpshire should certify yesterday's outdated
technol ogi es at the expense of New Hanpshire's
| andscape, knowi ng that Northern Pass's
conpetitors are using full burial technol ogy.
Nort hern Pass continues to work diligently to
get to "No" on full burial to protect its
expected | arge profit margins.

[l Iimt nmy comrents tonight
to the supplenmental materials that were
filed. First, the Visual Assessnent,
Attachnment 6. Under the revised SEC rul es,
the Applicant was required to increase its
vi sual i npact assessnent from3 to 10 m | es.
Attachnent 6 includes required conputer nodel
vi ewshed maps out to 10 mles where the
Project and a nunber of towers were nodel ed
to be visible. Only 4 viewshed maps for the

192 mles of the proposed corridor are
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provi ded, which are at a nmap scal e of
1. 250,000. This results in a greatly
conprom sed ability to assess at a localized
and site-specific |l evel where the potenti al
vi sual inpacts would occur. Wth these snall
map scales, it would be informative for the
SEC to also require the Applicant to provide,
summari zed in tabular form the full corridor
of visual inpacts -- for exanple: Acres
visually inpacted by visual distance zones --
that is, 1 to 3, 3to 5 and 5to 10 mles --
by resource categories, et cetera, to better
understand the overall total visual inpact of
this project on the state's resources. The
maps and i nformati on provided are too coarse
for such purposes.

The sel ection, No. 2, of the
vi ewpoi nts for additional photo sinulations.
The addendum materials at Attachnent 8,
simlar to the original application, fairly
clearly indicate how the representative photo
simulation sites were sel ected. For exanpl e,
of the nunerous private residences inpacted,

60 sites were selected -- or excuse ne --
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were field-visited and 28 were sel ected for
photo simulations. The logic tree used in
this wi nnowi ng process still remains a bl ack
box, making it difficult at best to decipher
or understand how t hese were actually

w nnowed down. That information needs to be
provi ded on this w nnow ng process.

On the i npact avoi dance,
mnimze and mtigation criteria, the
Applicant is required to provide a
description of the neasures planned to avoi d,
mnimze and mtigate potential adverse
effects of the proposed facility and the
alternati ve neasures consi dered but rejected
by the Applicant.

In the additional filing, the
Applicant continues to limt itself to
avoi di ng vi sual i1 npacts by using buri al
technol ogy only where it has sel f-determ ned
are the nost sensitive | andscapes al ong the
route -- that is, the Wi te Muntain National
Forest. In reality, these burial decisions
were based on the Project's inability to neet

vi sual objectives and permtting chall enges
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w thin the National Forest or to avoid
| andowner right-of-way constraints.
O herw se, the Applicant presents relatively
i neffective visual inpact mnim zation
neasures and its Forward NH Plan is bribery
In disguise with no serious attenpt to
provi de actual mtigation that has direct
nexus to the severe visual inpacts.

The Applicant shoul d be
required to provide detail ed cost and
nodi fied route i nformati on on additional or
full project burial avoidance alternatives.
Broad brush statenents at these public
hearings that they've achi eved these
overused -- that they've achieved their
overused term "bal ance" using
back- of -t he- envel ope cal cul ati ons and "trust
us" on why nore full burial is not feasible
and does not neet the avoi dance alternative
criteria.

Finally, the request for
wai vers to the new rule. Northern Pass, as
part of its supplenental filing, requested a

wai ver on the need to file a third-party
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I ndependent deconm ssi oni ng plan and neet
financial assurance requirenents as required
by the revised SEC rules. The AMC very nuch
appreci ates and strongly endorses the SEC s
recent decision and order issued today to

deny the Applicants request for a required
decomm ssi oni ng plan and financial assurance
wai ver. W reserve the right to comment on
that plan once filed. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Eri c Jones,

to be foll owed by Jon WI ki nson and Thonas

Moul i s.

MR. JONES: Good evening. My
name is Eric Jones. I'mfromdencliff, New
Hanpshire. | am both an intervenor and a

commenter tonight. And you could call ne No. 3
because this is probably the third thing that
pertains to what we're supposed to tal k about
t oni ght .

When t he suppl enent a
information was filed by the attorneys for
t he Applicants on February 26th, they did so
with a cover letter which, anobng other

t hi ngs, described as follows their wetl and
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obligations: No. 2, identification of
wet | ands surface waters and archeol ogi cal
sites on property abutting the site that w il
not be inpacted by the Project. That is
their decision that it will not be inpacted
by the Project. | was very di sappointed
today at 3:30 when the decision relating to
t hese wai vers was posted, or at |east when |
got it, in that the wetland -- the request
for the waiver of extended wetl and
information, the request to not do that was
gr ant ed.

| would like to read to you a
paragraph witten by Charlie Bridges, the
fornmer head of the New Hanpshire Fish & Gane.

Qur | andscape is heavily
popul ated with wetl ands. They are | arge and
they are smal |, pernanent and ephener al
vernal pools, interconnected and apart.
What ever the configuration, wetlands and
adj acent uplands are often functionally
dependent on one another. Wen you consi der
patterns of water flow, both surface and

subsurface, and wldlife activity,
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wet | and- associated wildlife view these areas
as systens, traveling between them al ong both
wat er courses and over | and through upl and
areas. Land-use activities, often sone

di stance fromthe wetl and, can dramatically
affect water quality and flow as well as
wetland wldlife and habitat features.

Now, this particul ar paragraph
isin aletter recommending to the
Agriculture Departnent that they include all
of the land that ny wife and I own in Stark
and Nort hunberland in consideration for a
wetl and reserve easenent. This is currently
happening. And the rest of the letter goes
on to say that the Jones property provides
critical wildlife habitat and an i nportant
i nk between parts of the Wiite Muuntain
Nat i onal Forest. Approxinmately half of the
property is in the highest ranked habitat in
the state by the Wldlife Action Plan. It
cont ai ns northern hardwood coni fer, bl ah,
bl ah, bl ah, on and on about what it contains.
These habitats |ikely support | arge

assenbl ages of wldlife, including several
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speci es of conservation concern, and perhaps
sone state-listed species as well
State-listed species that would |ikely
benefit fromthe permanent protection of this
property include American Martin, Canadi an
lynx. And it goes on to outline the various
ani mal s, anphi bians, plants that wll benefit
fromthis conservati on easenent.

So it sort of seens ironic to
me that the SEC has gone along with Northern
Pass's judgnent that water doesn't flow
downhill. For instance --

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG M. Jones,
how nuch nore do you have?

MR JONES: Very little. 1"l
be good.

The right-of-way is on an
upper level relative to the wetland. The
wetland is in the right-of-way, but it flows
down into a much |arger wetland. There's
over 2,000 acres of wetland in
Nor t hunberl and. |'m assum ng the sane is
true there, where if you pool the water here

and it goes over there, it doesn't nake a | ot
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of sense to only neasure the inpact right
here. | thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next up, we
have Jon WI ki nson, to be foll owed by Thomas
Moul i s and Brad Thonpson.

MR. WLKINSON: M/ nane is Jon
W ki nson, and |I'm a resident of Lancaster, New
Hanmpshire. | appreciate you letting ne have a
few m nutes of your time and attention.

Over the past six years of
heari ngs conducted about this proposed
project, | have spoken nmany tines on vari ous
concerns about its possi bl e approval.

Tonight | just want to restate one fact that
has continually and very quietly been pushed
asi de by the Applicant about the Northern
Pass, and that is the fact that this is a
private merchant electrical transm ssion
project, it is not areliability project,
which sinply neans it's not needed, nor is it
essential to New Hanpshire. But what is
needed and is essential to the Applicant is
New Hanpshire's perm ssion. Now, after the

huge and unwavering public opposition to this
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project, which includes thousands of New
Hanmpshire citizens, | andowners, visitors to
New Hanpshire, |ocal and state officials,

t own votings, selectnen votings, signed
petitions, denonstrations, and soon to be in
front of all of you, intervenors against the
Project, |, as one of those many voices in
opposition, ask you to deny approval of the
Project as it's currently bei ng proposed.

But | also offer you m ght grant approval if
the Applicant is finally willing to
conpletely bury the transmssion line within
the state of New Hanpshire's hi ghways and
railroad rights-of-way. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next
speaker is Thomas Moulis, to be foll owed by
Brad Thonpson and Andrew Smt h.

MR MOULIS: M nane is Thonas
Moulis. | live in Ashland, New Hanpshire, and
I'd like to thank the Site Evaluation Commttee
for allowwng nme this tinme to talk, since we ran
out of tine the last tinme you were here in
Pl yrmout h.

Does everybody renenber the
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notto on our autonobile |license plates prior
to "Live Free or Die"? It was one sinple but
power ful word, "Scenic." After the second
worl d war, when famlies becane nore nobile
with own cars and travel ed around the
country, they traveled the United States wth
the greatest free advertising for the state
of New Hanpshire right on their bunpers.
Scenic. People canme here by the mllions to
see if the word "scenic" was true. And it
was. When all the large textile mlls in
this state who enpl oyed tens of thousands

| eft New Hanpshire to find cheaper |abor, New
Hanmpshire's beauty faithfully brought revenue
to the state. Wen the shoe factories and
paper mlls abandoned New Hanpshire to
satisfy their investors, New Hanpshire's
scenic vistas never failed us. Now is the
time for all who | ove the beauty of the state
to step up and not | et another | arge
corporation dictate the direction this state
goes. |If Eversource wants Northern Pass to
go through the state, then bury it al ong the

| -93 corridor, all of it. There shoul d be no
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debate on anything that threatens New
Hanmpshire's sceni c beauty.

To all of us here in
opposition to the current Northern Pass
proposal, | have sonething to tell you. In
May of 1977, when | was a nuch younger nan, |
woul d jog al nobst daily past the New Hanpshire
Nat i onal Guard Anmory in Manchester, where
used to live. Wat | observed anazed ne.
Hundr eds of people were confined within the
chai n-1i nked conpound of the arnory. They
were nenbers of protesters of the nuclear
power plant that was being built in Seabrook,
New Hanpshire. Then Governor Ml drim
Thonpson ordered over 1400 protesters
arrested and confined. Wat resulted from
t hose arrests was even nore amazing. Those
arrested refused bail and chose to stay
confined for what they believed in. Governor
Thonmpson | ost his re-election bid, and the
| ar gest bankruptcy of a publicly-owned
utility since the Geat Depression occurred
when PSNH forced thensel ves into bankruptcy.

So what | say to all of you
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here in opposition, stay strong and resol ute.
Qur cause is a righteous one. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next
speaker is Brad Thonpson, to be foll owed by
Andrew Sm th and Peter Gote.

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you.
During the Site Evaluation Committee hearing
| ast March in Col ebrook, | used ny allotted
three mnutes to try to explain to the
Comm ttee why | believe the Northern Pass
application submtted to the SEC | ast Cct ober
was and is inconplete. One of the very
I mportant requirenents that the Applicant had
to conply with was to show they had the | egal
access to and control over the site they
propose to use for the 192-mles of utility
cabl es being laid fromthe Canadi an border to
Deerfield. This certainly would seemto
I ndicate that any town or state permts would
have been initiated prior to the conpl eted
application submtted to SEC. This has not
happened in Carksville and Stewartstown. The

required permts to use nunicipal roads in
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t hese towns have not been applied for, nor have
t hey been issued. Therefore, the Applicant, in
my opinion, does not have the ability or
perm ssion to use any of our roads for this
project. They have apparently conpletely
over|l ooked the follow ng responsibilities.
When you have a chance, and perhaps you al ready
have, |I'd ask you to take a | ook at the State
O New Hanmpshire Wility Accommpdati ons Manual .
It is a public docunment and reads very clearly.
Let ne read the first two short paragraphs.
Title XX, which is about
Transportation, one of the itens referred to
Is RS A 231:161. It states, Any such
person, co-partnership or corporation
desiring to erect or install any such pol es,
structures --
CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Sl ow down
just a little or you're going to | eave the
st enogr apher behi nd.
MR. THOWPSON: Any potenti al
co-partnership or corporation desiring to erect
or install any such poles, structures, conduits

cables or wires in, under or across any such
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hi ghways shall secure a permt or |icense
therefore in accordance with the foll ow ng
procedures... and this follow ng procedure
deals with jurisdiction. One of the three
jurisdictions are town-naintained hi ghways.
The other two are city-maintained hi ghways and
st at e- mai nt ai ned hi ghways, State of New
Hampshi re DOT.

Town- mai nt ai ned hi ghways.
Petitioners for such permts or |icenses
concer ni ng town- nai nt ai ned hi ghways shall be
addressed to the selectnen of the town in
whi ch such highway is | ocated, and they're
hereby authorized to delegate all or any part
of the powers conferred upon them by the
provi sions of this section to such agents as
they may duly appoint. 1In this case they're
referring to dd County Road, which is a town
road in darksville, and Creanpoke, North
H Il Road and parts of Bear Rock Road in
Stewartstown. As of this afternoon, Northern
Pass has not submtted, to our know edge,
subm tted any application as required by

R S.A 231:161 to use nmunicipal roads in
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Clarksville and Stewartstown as proposed in
their -- as they have clearly proposed in
their application. The SEC needs to | ook the
Appl i cants square in the eye and ask them
poi nt bl ank: How do you propose to use
muni ci pal roads in Carksville and

St ewart st own when you have not applied to the
Board of Selectnen in either town as required
by state | aw?

The next very | ogical nove by
the SEC woul d be to stop these proceedi ngs
until a proper and conpleted application is
presented to the SEC by the Applicant. The
SEC mght as well bring this issue to a head
now, as it is not going to go away. The
Appl i cant appears totally unaware of this
dilemma. | am co-spokesnman for the abutters
I ntervention group of Pittsburgh, darksville
and Stewartstown. W call ourselves the
"M ddl e of the Road Gang of 9." That's
anot her story. W' ve been in witten contact
with Jerry Fortier, project manager of the
Nort hern Pass Project Team He has nade --

he was made aware of this oversight on their
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part initially in a May 14th, 2016 letter we
sent when we asked hi mwho had gi ven him
perm ssion to do geotechnical work on our
roads, and then again in a June 13th, 2016
letter in which we explained the R S. A

231: 161 rule --

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG M.
Thompson, how much nore do you have?

MR. THOMPSON: Ten seconds.

To date, we have received no
reply to this question. W now propose the
question -- we've now asked the question
twice: W, if anyone, has given you
perm ssion to use town roads for this project
in Clarksville and Stewartstown?

Way shoul d the SEC proceed
when Northern Pass does not have a clear,
defi ned and approved route? |If they're --

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG M.
Thonmpson, please wap up.

MR, THOWPSON: Why are all of us
here tonight? Please ask these inportant
questions of the Applicant. And if you don't

get a satisfactory answer, these proceedi ngs
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shoul d stop. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Andr ew
Smth, to be followed by Peter Gote and Al ex
Ri tchie.

MR SM TH: Good eveni ng,

M. Chairman and nenbers of the Conm ssion.
Thank you for being here tonight. M nane's
Andrew Smth. |'ma New Hanpshire native, |ive
in Twi n Mountain, New Hanpshire, and a snal

busi nessman that operates in the central | akes
and Wi te Mountai ns of New Hanpshire.

My busi ness, as many we've
heard tonight, uses electricity. W actually
li ke electricity. W like electricity to
cone on and the lights and the conputers to
work. I'min the commercial real estate
busi ness, and the high electric rates in New
Hanmpshi re do cause concern. For that reason,
we have never opposed the inport of the
Hydr o- Quebec hydropower, but we strongly
opposed the Project as it's been proposed.

We |live and work in New Hanpshire because we
| ove New Hanpshire. W love what it offers

us for quality of life, for the scenery and
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t he beauty, and we don't want to see it
spoi l ed. Myself and over 75 ot her busi nesses
in central and northern New Hanpshire, Lakes
Region to the Seacoast to Southern New
Hanpshi re have signed a petition which |I'd
li ke to just read quickly to you.

The foll ow ng New Hanpshire
busi nesses call on Eversource and
Hydr o- Quebec to bury the northern
transm ssion |ine along highways and to
explore the use of 1-93 for that purpose. W
bel i eve the adverse inpacts of towers and
transm ssion lines, including property val ue
I mpacts, scenic inpacts and wetl and i npacts,
are such that the current Northern Pass
proposal involving 132 mles of overhead
| i nes should not be permtted by the SEC.
New Hanpshi re busi nesses, communities and
| andowners shoul d not have to subsidize the
cost to construct a private construction
project like Northern Pass. Do not let this
proj ect scar the beautiful scenery and
| andscape we enjoy and that should be there

for future generations to enjoy as well when
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there are sensible alternatives. To this,
there are over 75 businesses, both | arge and
small. There's law firnms, there's
restaurants, there's tourist attractions,
there's real estate conpanies, there's
hospitality properties all signing. These
represent over 5,000 enpl oyees that say
approve this, but approve it correctly. Use
t he transportation corridors that we have and
rail corridors to bury this line. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next up is
Peter Grote, to be followed by Alex Ritchie and
Dol Iy McPhaul .

MR, GROTE: Peter G ote,
GROT-E. | represent the Town of Franconi a.
We very much appreciate that the New Hanpshire
publ i c has had opportunities to comment and ask
questions during this entire |ong series of
hearings, public hearings. During this period
we' ve | earned many t hings about the Applicant,
their nmethods, and recently their revised
project. | want to followup a little bit on
what Andy Smith just said.

The Town of Franconi a stated
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publicly that it is conpletely opposed to the
met hod of transportation and delivery that

t he Applicants have proposed. W intend to
ask the Subcommttee to require that the
Applicant install its proposed HVDC | i nes
down 1-93 right-of-way from Bet hl ehemto
Tilton, in the event that the Commttee
believes the Application has nmerit. Any and
al |l inpacts, disruptions or issues,
short-termor long-termto be encountered on
the 1-93 right-of-way alternative are not hing
conpared to the nultiple lists of problens
that the public, the state and the Applicant
w Il encounter by not burying the Project
down the Interstate 1-93 corridor.

The state of Maine recently
has conpleted a buried line all the way down
Interstate 1-95. Vernont has Interstate
I-91. And recently, Hydro-Quebec I, Phase
I, the New Engl and transm ssion |ine, used
an existing corridor from Quebec to Ayer,
Massachusetts. These exanples to us indicate
that the Applicant has not done its honeworKk.

Thank you very nuch.
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| have sone tine renaining, if
I'"'mallowed, M. Chairman. | brought a
coupl e visual displays since we're tal king
about visual inpacts. These are not tower
di splays to scale. These are basically the
under ground trenches, one that goes
underneath the Gale R ver and al so the Baker
Brook Ri ver and the crossing of Route 3. But
t he second one really shows a scal e nodel of
what these cables will be if you can see them
underground. And if you'll permt ne, |'l
be happy to reveal them

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG | hesitate
to do this, but you can show us what you' ve

got. |I'mnot going to give you | egal advice,

but it seenms like this is the kind of thing you

m ght want to use during the hearing on the
nmerits when we're taking evidence. But if --

go ahead.

MR. GROTE: Actually, it's taken

fromthe information that was al ready given to

us. Al we've done is blow up the diagrans

t hat were provided by Eversource in sone of its

maps.
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MR. IACOPINO You're going to
have to get near the mc.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG:  You're
going to need to be near the m crophone or it's
not goi ng to happen.

MR. GROTE: Okay. Well, |
really want the Conmttee to see this, but --

M5. MONRCE: Want us to hold
t hem for you here?

MR. GROTE: Yeah, yeah, that's
great. How s this?

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Here's the
thing, M. Gote. Howlong is this going to
t ake?

MR. GROTE: Ten seconds.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  kay.

MR, GROTE: This is -- actually,
you can see this on the maps. Sorry. ['II
turn it around. Here, how about if we do this.
This is the road surface. This is the distance
to the concrete protective pad, if that's the
correct term And those are the two cabl es,
the two high-volt DC cables that go

underground. And there's a distance of about
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4 feet along this trench. And | have a safety
concern, and others have a safety concern about
this. W have frost problenms. W have
problens with repairs and nai ntenance. And
that's the end of ny speech.

CHAl RVAN HONI GBERG  Okay.
Thank you.

We're going to take two nore,
and then we need to take a break for the
st enographer or her fingers or machine wll
start snoki ng.

Alex Ritchie is going to be
foll owed by Dolly MPhaul before we break.
And before we break, I'Il tell you who the
speakers will be when we cone back.

MR RITCH E: Good eveni ng and
t hank you. M nane is Alex Ritchie, and | am
here as a nenber of the Balsans team And
along with ot her businesses and chanbers in the
area of the state, | amhere to express ny
support of Northern Pass Transm ssion. You
have currently heard a | ot tonight about the
I mportance of Northern Pass in regards to | ower

energy costs and the creation of thousands of
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new j obs and hundreds of mllions of dollars
for econom c devel opnent like tourism But it
is also inportant to know that Northern Pass
will add a significant inpact -- wll have a
significant inpact on reduci ng dangerous

em ssions created from power generation. And
this is a benefit | think should be getting
nore attention. Reduci ng greenhouse gas

em ssions is good for New Hanpshire. It could
sl ow down or potentially even stop the effects
of climate change. Since 2010, New Engl and has
reduced its carbon em ssions year after year
because of our investnent in clean energy
efficiency and our conmmtnments to devel opi ng
cl ean energy. C ean Canadi an hydr opower, which
currently nakes up about 10 percent of New
Engl and' s energy, has played a major role in

| owering em ssions. In 2015, renewable
Canadi an hydr opower hel ped the region offset
7.4 mllion netric tons of greenhouse gasses.
However, despite all this process -- all this
progress, New Engl and's carbon reduction
efforts have slipped backwards as of |ate

according to our grid system adm ni strator.
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The region's carbon di oxi de em ssion actually
rose 5 percent in 2015 largely due to the

cl osure of Vernont Yankee nucl ear power plant,
whi ch was a maj or source of carbon-free
electricity. Natural gas power plants have
been used to make up the capacity |ost by the
Ver nont Yankee cl osure, and burni ng natural gas
rel eases carbon di oxide into the atnosphere.

To make matters worse, it was recently
announced that Pilgrim Nucl ear Power station
will close in a few years, another nmjor source
of carbon-free power in New England' s supply
system Further, at the tinme when we need to
be burning |l ess fossil fuels to produce power,
approxi mately 60 percent of the energy projects
proposed in New Engl and are natural gas-based.
This will nmake it nore difficult for the region
to nmeet and sustain clean energy goals and to
further avoid climte change i npacts.

Nort hern Pass will bring cl ean
hydr opower to the regi on and | ower carbon
nonoxi de [sic] em ssions, up to
3.3 mllion tons per year. As a conpari son,

this is the equivalent to renopvi ng 690, 000
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vehicles fromthe roadways. This project is
a gane-changi ng opportunity to ensure that we
get back on track in reducing greenhouse gas
em ssions and nore so in diversifying our
fuel mx in addition to securing much needed
addi tional energy capacity that is not being
repl aced as capacity across New England is
being |l ost due to the retiring of many
facilities. The tine is now to seize this
opportunity and nove forward expeditiously as
time truly is of the essence. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG Last
speaker before the break is Dolly MPhaul.

MS. McPHAUL: (Good eveni ng.
Since | can't be an intervenor, this is the
| ast opportunity | have to speak. | amnot --
sorry -- but | wanted to nmake a rhetorical
question and then try to make a point.

The rhetorical question is: |
worked or attenpted to help on the Site
Eval uati on Conmittee rul e-maki ng process.
The rules were made. So | have to ask why
were waivers granted? Wat is the point of

making a rule if you allow waivers to be
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granted? That's ny question.

The statenent | would like to
make is that this Conmttee has to regard
public interest in their decision-naking
progress. So | would like to |ist Ashland,
Bat h, Bet hl ehem Bri dgewater, Canpton,

Chi chester, d arksville, Col ebrook, Col unbi a,
Concord, Dalton, Deerfield, Easton,

Ef fi ngham Franconi a, Haverhill, Hol derness,
Jefferson, Lancaster, Landaff, Lincoln,

Littl eton, New Hanpt on, Northunberl and,
Orford, Penbroke, Pittsburg, Stewartstown,
Stratford, Sugar HiIl, Thornton, Wentworth
and Whodstock. | could spend the rest of ny
time listing for you the various sel ect

boar ds and pl anni ng board and conservati on
conmm ssions that have al so objected. |'m not
going to take that tine. But even the DOE
has cone up with a route that is nore in the
public interest than what we have now.

And so ny point is, when you
have all of these towns and a recent WWR
poll that covered the state of New Hanpshire,

just not along the route, stated that over
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half of the state opposes the Northern Pass,
i f you want to know about public interest,
this is public interest. There should be no
question. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. W' re goi ng
to take a 10-m nute break. And the first three
speakers when we conme back are Jack Saunders,
Panel a Martin and Peter Martin.

(Brief recess taken)

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  kay.
We're back on the record. W' re ready to get
started again. The first three speakers are
Jack Saunders, to be followed by Panela Martin
and Peter Martin. M. Saunders.

MR. SAUNDERS: | have three
short questions, and I'lIl follow it by a final
question. M first question is regarding the
requi rements that the Applicant provide proof
that the Northern Pass organi zati on has the
adequat e financial, technical and manageri al
capability to assure they're in conpliance;
al so, show that Northern Pass can't afford to
bury the high-voltage cables as has been

suggested. | was wondering where | coul d | ook
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at these figures that pertain to this. Are
they avail able? That's one question.

The other is an old one |
brought up at previous neetings, was the
concern regardi ng the el ectromagneti c waves
emanati ng fromthe high-voltage tabl e being
detrinmental to the health of people or
animals in the vicinity.

And the final, |onger question
is alittle statement. | have not read the
entire 27,000 pages of the Northern Pass
Application or the 2500 pages of the
suppl enental naterials filed on
February 26th, but | have read enough of both
to pose a question to the seven of you. |If
the public interest is what the public says
it is, and if the vast majority of the public
affected by the Project as proposed believes
that the Project is not in the public
interest, is it fair to conclude that the
Project is not in the public interest? |
respectfully suggest that, if after all the
evidence is in, if the mgjority of you can

answer this question with an affirmative
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"yes," then the Project should not be granted
the certificate it seeks. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next up is
Panela Martin, to be followed by Paul Martin
and Paul Doucette.

MS. MARTIN. My nane is Panel a
Martin. | live here in Plynouth. And since
we're here in Plynouth tonight, I'd Ilike you to
know t hat at the 2012 town neeting, voters here
passed a ri ghts-based ordi nance for sustainable
energy. This ordi nance prohibits new,
unsust ai nabl e energy production, transportation
or transm ssion through Plynouth. [|ndustrial
hydroel ectricity i s consi dered unsust ai nabl e
ener gy because of the enornopus environment al
and wldlife inpact in its producti on.
Hydr o- Quebec, Eversource's partner in the
Nort hern Pass Project, has fl ooded an area the
si ze of New Hanpshire and Vernont conbi ned and
has damed all but 3 of its 16 |argest rivers.
The remai ni ng project which is being
constructed right now has fl ooded over
167 square mles of virgin forest. WIldlife

habitat and m gration routes have been
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deci mated and the fl ooded forest no | onger
sequesters carbon. Canada is the | argest
contributor to deforestati on worl dw de.

The Northern Pass Application
states that their project will reduce
regi onal greenhouse gas em ssions by nore
than 3.3 mllion tons per year. |It's not
true. Hydro-Quebec reservoirs rel ease
met hane, a greenhouse gas which is 86 tines
worse for the environment than CQ2. The
rivers are now poi soned by dangerously high
| evel s of nethyl nercury, which is toxic to
wldlife, and the fish are unsafe to eat.
Fish is the I nnu people's traditional food
and fishing is essential to their cul tural
identity. But when the | nnu conpl ai ned,
Hydr o- Quebec told themto eat |ess fish.

Their application states,
quot e, Northern Pass has been designed to
effectively avoid and reduce inpacts to
wildlife and to plant and aquatic speci es.
That is ridicul ous.

Does Eversource seriously

believe that the wildlife plants and aquatic
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speci es of northern Quebec don't matter?
Shoul dn't the permtting process honestly
address the entirety of the Project since
Eversource states in their SEC application

t hey have partnered with Hydro- Quebec? And
I f Hydro- Quebec and Eversource are that
uncari ng about the environnent and | nnu of
Canada, should we have any realistic
expectation they will show the slightest
regard for New Hanpshire's environnent,
wildlife or people? Eversource can't have it
both ways. They can't say they wll protect
the environnent while partnering with a
corporation which is actively destroying it.
They claimthat Northern Pass is clean,
renewabl e energy and that it offers

envi ronnmental benefits. Actually, it's just
the opposite. The federal EPA excludes hydro
fromits Cl ean Energy |Incentive Program and
New Hanpshi re does not recogni ze | arge-scal e
hydro as renewabl e energy. Mre than 150
groups have fornmed a coalition to oppose

| ar ge hydro.

So, to summarize, contrary to
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their application, Northern Pass is not clean
or renewable. [|If you doubt what |'m sayi ng,
just Google "dirty energy hydro." And read
what environnentalists and scientists have to
say. This is not sonething that happened in
the |l ong, gone past in a far distant gal axy.
This is happening right now just north of us.
A compl ex and undi sturbed ecosystemis being
ravaged for the profit of Hydro-Qebec and
Eversource in order to export energy to New
Engl and via Northern Pass. What would it say
about us if we approved the destruction of an
entire ecosystemfor the prom se of cheap
energy? Approval of this project woul d make
us conplicit in its environnental

devastation. Wen the SEC anal yzes

Ever source and Hydro- Quebec's project from
Its starting point, not just the New
Hanmpshire portion, the whole project, you
nmust deny a permt for Northern Pass.

CHAl RVAN HONI GBERG.  Next

speaker is Peter Martin, to be foll owed by Pau

Doucette and Wayne Charron.
MR MARTIN:. |'m Peter Martin,
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and | live in Plynouth. The real estate tax
values in any towns near or in the path of the
gi ant over head power |ine would be negatively
af fected. Eversource clains that Northern Pass
will add $30 nmillion to the local tax coffers,
but they fail to admt that they are suing one
third of New Hanpshire municipalities for tax
abatenents, nostly all small conmmunities that
cannot afford the cost of |engthy court

battles. At the sane tine they trunpet the $30
mllion in additional taxes, they are busy
petitioning the state to allow them a tax

status that would cut the taxes they already

pay by as nuch as 50 to 66 percent. |In the
case of Littleton, it would go from$22 mllion
down to $11 million. So, in return for having

to host an ugly, economcally destructive
project, the affected conmunities would al so
| ose a very significant portion of the
muni ci pal i ncone.

And anot her thing.
Hydr o- Quebec knows full well about the
efficacy of burial. Hydro-Qebec's own

construction subsidiary, TransEnergi e, has
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testified by FERC in 2004, if you pl ease,

t hat nodern burial techni ques and advanced
cabl e technol ogy nake burial a preferred

nmet hod of | ong-1ine, high-voltage DC

transm ssion. It can be efficiently
installed in public corridors, requires | ess
mai nt enance and over head and does not suffer
storm danmage, naking it cheaper long term
than the 19th Century overhead install ation.
So, who would actually benefit fromthe

Proj ect as proposed by Eversource while

Ever source and investors would get a big, fat
paycheck? Massachusetts, Connecticut and
Rhode | sl and woul d get the energy, and New
Hanpshi re woul d get the danmage forever. To
par aphrase an old country nusic song, "They
get the gold mne, we get the shaft."

The SEC is faced here with a
conplete -- with a conpl ex and onerous task.
I n essence, though, your deliberations boil
down to one or two choices: Do you protect
the best interests of the people and
communities threatened by the Northern Pass

proposal, or do you say "Yes" to a
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not - needed, specul ative, harnful project
sponsored by the bottom|line-only concerns of
a tone-deaf corporation? Eversource should
be directed to bury their project down
corridors identified by New Hanpshire DOT or
deny approval to build the Project at all.
Thank you.
CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG  Next up is
Paul Doucette, to be foll owed by Wayne Charron
and Carl Lakes. |s Paul Doucette here?
(No verbal response)
CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG It woul d
seem not. Wayne Charron?
(No verbal response)
CHAl RVAN HONI GBERG  All rightie
then. Carl Lakes. Al right. After Car

Lakes will be Jessica Charan, spelled
differently, and Ruth Niven or Neven. | think
it's N ven.

MR. LAKES: Hello. Thank you
for listening to ne. |'m Carl Lakes from
Easton. | live on 116. And sorry if there's
going to be any duplication, but |'ve heard

sone of the things I'mgoing to say, but | feel
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so strongly about it that |I'mjust going to say
t hem agai n.

| am opposed to Northern Pass
inits entirety and recommend rejection of
the entire project. M reasons are as
follows: Hydro-Quebec has subnmerged mllions
of acres of pristine forests through tree
genoci de, dammed up 13 of 16 major rivers in
Quebec, danaged and destroyed mllions of
acres of wldlife habitat, contam nated
reservoirs with excessive nercury, displaced
abori gi nal peoples, added mllions of tons of
CO2 to the atnosphere from decaying reservoir
beds and massi ve constructi on projects,
destroyed pristine recreational areas,
contributed to extensive wildlife extinction
t hrough wildlife genocide. In 1984, 10, 000
cari bou drowned trying to cross a
Hydr o- Quebec dammed river. That is
unconsci onable. Al of the above done for
nmoney and col lusion with the Quebec
governnent, with conplete disregard for the
envi ronnmental and social inpact. QOpponents

I n Quebec say that Hydro- Quebec pays off the
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opposition to get what it wants. Sound
famliar? So why is Quebec willing to rip
out its heart and soul, the very essence that
makes Canada, Canada? Yes, it's for noney.
But it is so nuch bigger than that. You see,
New Hanpshire, Mai ne, Vernont and New YorKk
are pawns in a chess match to bring the

provi nci al governnent of Quebec billions of
dollars fromthe United States to subsidize

| ower rates in Quebec, and nost

i mportantly -- and this is very inportant --
to becone financially self-sufficient inits
decades-1 ong desire to break away from Canada
and be a sovereign state. And we are a pawn
in this gane. Yes, nortal men and wonen, for
reasons of nationalism are destroying their
own province in a stealth nove to becone

I ndependent. Do we really want to be party
to this massive -- and | nean nmassive --

envi ronnent al destruction for self-serving
reasons? This electricity is tainted with
the blood of mlIlions of creatures, the tears
of generations of aboriginal peoples and the

snuf fing out of photosynthesis from pl ant
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life -- stopping the absorption of CO2 and
the rel ease of oxygen to conbat clinmate
change -- all so mllions can play video
ganmes and watch tel evision eight hours a day.

| do not support the current
under ground or overground route. | found
nysel f supporting the 1-93 opposition until |
| earned the real truth of destruction and
deceit happening in Quebec. Northern Pass
nust be stopped in its entirety and this
boondoggl e rejected. | ask Northern Pass to
pack your bags and get the hell out of New
Hampshire. | ask the SEC Conm ssion to stand
up to this wanton desecrati on of the
envi ronnment in Canada, which they are now
trying to export to the USA, by not all ow ng
our great state to be a facilitator to this
great unfol ding tragedy. Just say "No."
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Jessi ca
Charan, to be followed by Ruth N ven and Tares
Kucman. | guess Jessica's not here. Ruth --

MS. NIVEN:. Niven is good.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Every once
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in awlile |l get one right -- to be foll owed by
Tares Kucnman and Anne Hunnewel | .

M5. NVEN M nane is Ruth
Ni ven. |I'mfrom Franklin, New Hanpshire.
Franklin is | ocated al ong the proposed and
alternate routes for the Northern Pass
Transm ssion. Franklin, at the initial
unvei ling of the Northern Pass plan, was
reveal ed as the site of a converter station.
The Northern Pass Project purchased | and on
South Main Street in Franklin, the former
Thousand Acres Canmpground. |I'd like you to
just keep the location of the all eged proposed
converter station that may or may not happen
there in m nd.

The New Hanpshire SEC asked
that all public comments be directed at
I ssues presented by additional information
filed by the Applicant. Wat about
I nformation that hasn't been filed? For the
past year or two, |'ve seen Public Service
wor kers replacing and repairing |ines
t hroughout the state. Normal naintenance;

right? Just nore of it.
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Consider this: On the
Franklin, New Hampshire web site, posted
6/ 15/ 16, Eversource's New Dani el Substation
off Webster Lake Road is a proposal by
Eversource to build, and | quote, A new
di stribution substation in close proximty to
the exi sting substations off of Wbster Lake
Road in Franklin, New Hampshire. The Project
need is due to |l oad growh and the Franklin
area and in order to enhance custoner
reliability.

If you go up Carr Street in
Franklin, you can see the serious upgrades
al ready nade to the existing substation.
What actually has changed in our city to nake
this necessary? And of course, the best is
t he di sclainer, quote, This project is not
related to the Northern Pass which currently
Is in the permtting and review phase wth
the State of New Hanpshire Site Eval uation
Commi tt ee, unquote.

Real | y? Thank you for letting
me bring this unfiled information to your

attenti on.

95

{ SEC 2015- 06} [ PUBLI C COMVENT HEARI NG PLYMOUTH] { 06- 23- 16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG Next up is
Tares Kucman, to be foll owed by Anne Hunnewel |
and Li nda McDernott.

MR. KUCMAN: Good evening. My
nane is Tares Kucrman. |'m an abutting
I ntervenor from Concord, and | want to thank
the Commttee and the Chairnman for allow ng ne
to speak in front you agai n.

In the interest of full

di scl osure, |'mwearing orange, but | ampro
growh, | ampro energy, | ampro
manuf acturing. And, heck, | don't even have

a quarrel wth the | BEW because, as far as
I*' mconcerned, 1100 negawatts of buried
electricity is every bit as electrical as it
is strung up on towers, 1100 negawatts.

But if you take exception to
your Attachnent 10 of New Hanpshire
El ectrical Operating Emergency Response Pl an,
in light of events that have happened in the
| ast few nonths to the |ast couple years, in
review ng that attachnent, | found that there
was no provision addressi ng sabot age and/ or

terrorism especially in today's climate. |
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point this out specifically because it was
precedent-setting June 9th, 2014, a cl ose
ally of the United States was rendered

conpl etely blacked out. It's an ally of

24 mllion people in that country were

conpl etely bl acked out. What is 24 mllion?
Let ne put it in context. |If you take all of
New Engl and, that's only 14 mllion. You'd
have to add New Jersey or M chigan to that
count to be 24 mllion people blacked out. I
| ook at that as a risk, specifically in
Concord when |I'm | ooking at 250-foot-w de

ri ghts-of-way currently having two

115- negawatt services to be crowded wthin an
addi ti onal 345-negawatt service.

The tacts are beconi ng nore
and nore obvious. And take for exanple, |ast
March 31st. It was all over the news. ABC
CBS, NBC and Fox from Massachusetts, as wel
as WMUR from New Hanpshire, were covering in
detail an Eversource event where there was an
i ncendi ary device tossed by sone anmateur up
on transmission |lines also comng from

Canada. As | said, reading that docunent,
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there was no provision there. The highest

| evel of energency responses is a Level 1.
Level 1 is defined by "any outage which

i npacts as many as 20 percent of the
custoners for up to 10 days."” | would submt
to the Commttee that the threat woul d be
much nore than 10 days if carried out, say in
Concor d.

In any case, 1'd like to cl ose
just by saying that | was born in
Connecticut, raised, educated in Connecti cut,
and |'ve been living in New Hanpshire for the
| ast 25 years. | have cone to call New
Hampshire ny hone. | just... | can't inagine
how -- | come froma long |ine of peasants --
but when | look at this claimthat it's going
to be an additional $1 billion to bury it
conmpletely, | ask nyself: This has been

going on for five years. They have set

t hemrsel ves as an $800 million enterprise for
each year in New England. Wll, if you take
that five years, there's $4 billion in | ost

opportunity. And they're not willing to

entertain the idea of $1 billion to bury it
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entirely. That doesn't nmke sense.

So I'll have to say it again.
Repetition is the key to adult |earning. And
I'll say it again. Bury the Northern Pass
entirely. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBBERG.  Anne
Hunnewel |, to be foll owed by Linda MDernott

hel | o.

MS. HUNNEWELL: Hello. |'m Anne

Hunnewel | from Hol der ness, New Hanpshire. |
want to thank you for letting ne talk.

| know we' ve been saying a | ot
about the environnent, and | just wanted to
bring your attention to a recent article that
was in the National Geographic nagazine. As
you know, this is the 100t h anni versary of
t he park system And they have this article
where they were show ng all these cities
t hr oughout our nation and throughout the
world that are spending mllions and mllions
of dollars to create a park atnosphere within
their cities. And | thought to nyself: W
al ready have these beautiful environnents.

Wiy woul d anyone want to spend mllions of
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doll ars to deface and to sacrifice this
beautiful area? | think it's ironic that
sone people are willing to destroy nature's

beauty for a little gain for a few people,

whi |l e other people are willing to spend
mllions to create what we al ready have. |
want to -- oh, what's the word | want? |

want to hopefully have you approve this only
if it is buried. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Li nda
McDernott, to be foll owed by Harriet Cady and
Mar k Tenpl et on.

MS. McDERMOTT: My printer ran
out of ink right before so |I'"musing this
comput er .

H, |'mLinda McDernott of
Franconi a, New Hanmpshire. 1've previously
testified about ny opposition to underground
lines in historic Franconia. Tonight | wll
bri ng anot her di scussi on.

"Thousands of tired,
nerve-shaken, over-civilized people are
begi nning to find out that going to the

nmountains is going hone, that wildness is a
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necessity.” That's by John Miuir, a long tine
ago.

Nort hern Pass conducted a
survey on tourismand found nost people cone
to New Hanpshire to visit famly. | have
been expl oring New Hanpshire for 16 years as
a renter and 12 years -- well, 16 years, both
as a renter and 12 years as an owner. \Wen |
travel here from Rhode Island, I'"'moften in
heavy traffic. | think nost people sitting
in that traffic are traveling to visit
sonething else in New Hanpshire that's very
special, especially when | |later see
j am packed parking lots to trail heads, no
vacancy signs and long waiting lines in
restaurants and so on. Thousands of people
travel through the woods and over nountai ns
li ke ants, | always say, seeking the best
scenic views on nountain tops, exhilarated by
endl ess mles of nmountains in |ush green
forests. People speak in amazenent and
bl essi ngs and excl ai m how good t hey feel
while in the raw beauty of this |Iand. Now,

picture mles of steel pylons and bl ack
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extension cords cutting a swath through that
source of well ness and pristine beauty.
They' d be an extrene di sappoi ntnent in the
col l ective grieving.

Whi |l e doi ng research, | found
a di scussi on anong hunters about dilenmas in
D xvill e Notch because of hideous w nd
turbines and trail closings. | wonder if
they'Il return? |Inmagine a future of New
Hanpshire with mles of huge, ugly, noisy
power |ines, numerous access roads and acres
of staging plots obscuring touri st
destinations and views. No matter the
activity, hiking, hunting, skiing, kayaking,
boati ng, fishing, canping, people won't want
to see power lines and will go el sewhere.

John Miuir al so said,
"Everybody needs beauty... places to play in
and pray in, where nature may heal and cheer
and give strength to the body and soul
alike." After ny daughter was di agnosed with
a severe kidney disease, we sought the
nmount ai ns of New Hanpshire even nore for what

it offers: A healthy break to breathe cl ean
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air and boost your immune system |If
Nort hern Pass had exi sted, the opportunity to
restore her body woul dn't have been possible
in New Hanpshire w thout a healing | andscape.

In closing, Vernont is pretty
wthits farns and rolling hills. Miine is
lovely with its coastline and | akes. But New
Hanmpshire is rugged and prinmal. People
escape to the nountains of New Hanpshire
because it | acks the usual stressors and
eyesores in their daily lives. Visitors
I mer se thensel ves i n deep, dense, untouched,
unspoi | ed wooded forests and energe renewed.
Pl ease have the sane foresight as the nany
conservati on groups which are funded by
t housands and t housands of people, like
mysel f even, who have been actively
preservi ng New Hanpshire's natural resources
and precious heritage for future -- for
present and future generations. Don't allow
this steel giant to tranple over New
Hanpshi re, a spectacul ar natural wonder.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Next up is
Harriet Cady, to be followed by Mark Tenpl et on
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and Til er Eaton.

MS. CADY: Good evening. And |
want to thank you for sitting in this heat and
listening to all of this. It really is
sonet hi ng.

Havi ng served as a | eqgi sl ator
in a hot hall and having served at heari ngs
when | served on the Health Licensing Board
for six years, and having served as a
Regi onal Pl anni ng Conm ssi oner for nine
years, | understand the inportance of bodies
who work to hear what the citizens say.

| am nore concerned with the
fact that they claimwe wll hurt the beauty.
Well, how do you know if it's beautiful if
all you ever see is beauty? Isn't it a fact
t hat when you drive over a new vista and all
of a sudden you see it you say, "OCh, ny Cod,
that's beautiful"? Because you haven't seen
beauty constantly, you nore appreciate it in
t he spaces where you do.

| would like to speak to two
issues. | ama Vernonter from an

el event h-generati on Canada grandfather. |
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visit Canada as a geneal ogi st when the famly
has reunions, and | see the high-tension
power |ines and power poles, and | say, "M
God what an engineering feat.” And then |
drive on and | don't see them anynore after
about two m | es.

Every day in Deerfield | drive
under the center of town power |ines, and
within 50 feet | don't see them anynore. |
realize that the towers wll be there. But I
ask, do you realize, and does anybody here
realize what ny 91-year-old town historian
said to ne, "My God, if they blast and dig,
they will destroy Deerfield. They will bl ast
over 6 mles. They will dig wetlands. What
does that do to the environnent? Doesn't
t hat destroy vernal pools? Doesn't that
destroy the water that goes through these
| edges that ends up in our wells?"

So | ask you to think deeply
bef ore you nmake the decision to delay any
nmore what finally conmes down to people, even
with their high-bred cars, plug into

electricity. And we want it there when we

105

{ SEC 2015- 06} [ PUBLI C COMVENT HEARI NG PLYMOUTH] { 06- 23- 16}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

want it there. New Hanpshire pays the fifth
hi ghest tax -- electric rates in the United
States. | want ny electricity, and | want it
reasonably priced so that we can attract
i ndustry, we can attract the kind of life
that will make our state attractive to people
who need jobs and so that there will be jobs.

Finally, there is a perception
t hat many are saying all this town voted
agai nst Northern Pass. |I'msorry. You can't
tell nme that because | know that the town
doesn't have, never has had a hundred- percent
agreenent on any warrant article in any town
warrant. W' re getting conpell ed speech, and
| urge you to | ook up George Schultz versus
the Lake George Water District [sic] and
... (i naudi bl e) versus the Boston City School
District. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG  Next up is
Mark Tenpl eton, to be followed by Tiler Eaton
and Mar garet Munford.

MR. TEMPLETON: Thank you for
your tinme this evening. | really didn't

prepare much of a speech. A |lot of people put
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in alot of time and effort in what they had to
say. And a lot of the tal king points that
peopl e have expressed are kind of giving ne
some exanples of things to talk about.

One of the benefits that
peopl e have been touting is that businesses
are novi ng away because of | ack of power.
Busi nesses aren't noving away from New
Hanpshi re because of | ack of power. They're
| osi ng busi ness because of manpower. A | ot
of busi ness industries are noving further
sout h because of the nmanpower in the
enpl oynent pool. They can hire nore people
at a lesser rate. That's what busi nesses are
| ooking for is increasing profit. You know,
because we supply power, because Northern
Pass prom ses nore power, they think
busi nesses will be lured back. That's not
goi ng to happen.

New Hanpshire is a tourism
state. The one asset that New Hanpshire has
is its beauty and its unspoil ed resources.
Addi ng nore power lines is nore of a scar on

our environment. Nobody brings up exanpl es
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of how the power |ines | ook everywhere el se
in the state. There's one section when |
drove through Danbury, through Bristol, along
Route 104, and there's a huge section where
there's a swath that's gigantic. There's
three long, parallel towers that are
enornous. They're on par with what Northern
Pass is projecting to install. And that's
very disturbing. You know, you're right. W
drive past it and we don't really see it
because it's perpendicular to the road. But
if you ook at a Google Map of earth and | ook
at our state, you can see these w de paths,
li ke air strips. You know, we're signaling
aliens or sonmething with this power |ine
infrastructure. But that's another topic.
But once these power lines are
in, you can't get rid of them They're an
eyesore forever. And the only thing that
Ever source and Northern Pass has prom sed is
they're going to upgrade the existing |ines.
And | failed to nention |I'm
from New Hanpton. And | don't know if
anybody from New Hanpt on actual |y spoke, but
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one of ny colleagues is from New Hanpton as
well. He said that New Hanpton sel ected --
at the town clerk's office, we collected 1100
si gnat ures opposing Northern Pass, in its
current forml guess is the current verbiage.

You know, we need power. How
we get it, | think the people should have
I nput, and howit's going to affect us. The
benefits being touted about businesses aren't
really that true. They're not really
realistic. New Hanpshire is a tourism state.
Go to dark's Tradi ng Post, go through the
Franconia Notch. There's no maj or
corporations buil ding manuf acturi ng
facilities there. Manufacturing is gone.
It's not com ng back. W need to invest in
t he resources that we still have. Once we
| ose them they're gone.

So, whet her we support the
Nort hern Pass, |ike, burying the whol e thing,
Eversource, they're is still going to get
their investnment back even if you deny their
project or, you know, they eventually, |iKke,

wthdraw it. Guess what? They're going to
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get their noney back by raising the
rat epayers -- increasing the rates. Wat did
Ever source do when they bought PSNH? They
rai sed everybody's rates. You know, they're
going to get their noney back one way or the
other, either by wearing us out and getting
this built, which is going to be over-budget
over tine, or the whole project is going to
be rejected and we're still going to pay for
it. So, please, either oppose it as it
currently is or highly suggest burying it so
It doesn't destroy our state. Please. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG  Next up is
Tiler Eaton, to be foll owed by Margaret Minford
and then Suzanne Steel e.

MR. EATON:. Hi, ny nane's Tiler
Eaton. |I'mfrom Notti ngham New Hanpshire. |
don't have anything witten tonight, but I
wanted to, after listening to a |ot of the
testi nony, wanted to hopefully help clear a few
t hi ngs up, and that would be there is no set
transm ssion line that ruins through the entire

state of Maine on 1-95 that exists, nor is
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there a underground transm ssion |line that runs
up and down 1-91 in Vernont. | say this fact,
truth, knowing 'cause |'ve been in the industry
for 30-plus years and this is what we do for a
living. 1'ma journeyman |ineman, and there is
no set project underway, conpleted. | just
want that for the record. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  Mar gar et
Munford, to be foll owed by Suzanne Steele.

M5. MUMFORD: Hi, |'m Margaret
Munford. And thank you for listening. [|'m
speaking tonight as a citizen of Plynouth. |
am opposed to the Project. |'ve been nearly a
lifelong resident of this town, and |I have sone
specific comments and questions regarding the
Applicant's February 26th filing.

First, Appendix 7, on the
sceni c resource identification, the view
anal ysis, |I'mwondering how was the |1 st
determ ned? What were the criteria for
designating the |listed resources as "low, "
"medi unt or "high" quality? Many of us who
live, work and recreate here consider the

whol e of the Pem gewasset corridor and al
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forested and open lands in the state as
scenic resources. One could al so consi der
Pl ynout h's Town Common as a great cultural
and scenic resource.

Regar di ng the requested

archeol ogi cal info that was redacted, perhaps
this is a msreading of RS A 227-C. 11 to
say that the info nmust be kept confidential,
as the R S. A actually states, and | quote,
Di scl osure for the public for tax assessnent,
transfer, sale or other consideration of the
property shall receive careful consideration
to mnimze the risk to the resource.

Next, regardi ng Appendi x 8,
with the photo sinulation selections, ny
opinion is that the sites and perspectives
were chosen carefully to mnimze the effects
of the towers. Two exanples: A river
crossing with no water in the view at all;
then the view from Peaked Hi Il Road across
the right-of-way to over 3 mles away to
anot her section of the right-of-way, but not
showi ng the view down from Peaked Hi Il itself

toits own right-of-way fromthe houses above
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that they live with i mmedi ately adj acent.

The facts are -- that's ny
opi nion. The facts are that there has been a
wi nnowi ng of sites and the process for doing
SO i s unknown.

Regar di ng Appendi x 6, the
scal e, perspective and colors of the maps
whi ch show a site analysis show that sites
with towers of less than 10 i n nunber,
they're very difficult to view This nunber
of towers is definitely significant for those
living at that site.

And finally, regarding Kenneth
Bowes' prefiled testinony, he notes the best
practi ces managenent will be followed in the
mai nt enance of the right-of-way of this
project. However, currently along the Pem
in this region, there is evidence of |ack of
conpliance on current rights-of-way. So |
question the value of this statenent. There
is erosion fromberns; there are ruts from
equi pnent that is persistent, and there are
abandoned pol es.

In addition, mssing fromthe
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Project Operations Statenent that he makes,
there's nothing indicating the frequency of
underground nonitoring at all. And this is
of concern to ne as a resident of Plynouth.

If | can briefly nmake two
other comments. Plynouth citizens had only
10 days of official notice before we had our
public hearing, and we had over 200
attendees. And | feel I'mpart of a vocal
| ocal majority.

Regar di ng ot her recent updates
w th the recent enactnent of RSA 626, |
request serious consideration of the option
of 1-93 burial. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Ms. Steele.

MS. STEELE: | want to thank you
for allowing ne to cone back, first of all

So, where was I? | was at the
poi nt where, for environnentalists, the
damage that Northern Pass will cause, and the
ongoi ng del ays that make it unlikely that the
Proj ect woul d have any inpact by 2020 should
be enough to conpel opposition to

Massachusetts purchase of Canadi an hydro.
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But there are other good green reasons to
oppose the Project. Massachusetts, New
Hanpshi re and the rest of New England are
hone to sone of the best and | eadi ng

devel opers in the clean energy sector,
particularly when it cones to solar, w nd,
energy efficiency and conservation. |If
Massachusetts outsources a third of its
electricity market to the Canadi an
hydropower, it will permanently danage its

| ocal energy innovation. Crippling the green
tech nmarket with a hydropower mandate w ||
reduce conpetition and suffocate efforts to
clean -- to create clean energy regionally.

| magi ne hiking trails in the Wiite Muntain
and the Great North Wods over the next few
years and trying to bypass ongoi ng
construction for massive transm ssion |ines.
Instead of ridge lines and tree tops, inagine
that the New Hanpshire forests and nountain
vistas were spiked with netal towers and
transm ssion |ines. If that seens w ong,
then it's tine to tell Governor Baker and the

Massachusetts Legislature to cut the cord to
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t he Canadi an hydropower. Tell them we can
sol ve green energy issues here at hone and
that the current offering is a bad deal for
all of us.

| chose to read this article
toni ght since it does share sonme of the
bi gger picture with you, in case you're not
aware. New Hanpshire didn't ask for this
project or ask for the power; therefore, we
should not suffer with the potential years of
construction, lifetine negative inpacts to
our natural vistas, wldlife, human |life, and
hi deous, humm ng, gigantic towers stretched
across our state.

| thank you in advance for
your thoughtful and thorough consideration of
how t he approval of this project would so
negati vely i npact our bel oved state for
generations to cone. W are the Granite
State, and | don't want our notto to change
to either the "tower state" or the "extension
cord state.” Do you? Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Wl |, thank

you all. M. Steele gets the last word in the
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public comment hearing this evening. W're
going to adjourn the public coment hearing and
break for five mnutes or so and then pick up
w th what should be a relatively short neeting
to discuss a few notions for reconsideration or
rehearing regarding interventions.

(Public Conmment Hearing portion was

conpleted at 8:39. A hearing for

ruling on notions was held, wth

transcri pt provided under separate

cover.)
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