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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

SITE EVALUATION COMMITTEE 
 

Docket No. 2010-01 
 

Application of Groton Wind, LLC, for a Certificate of Site and Facility  
for a 48 MW Wind Turbine Facility in Groton, Grafton County,  

New Hampshire 
 
 

May 6, 2011 
 
 

ORDER AND 
CERTIFICATE OF SITE AND FACILITY WITH CONDITIONS 

 
WHEREAS, Groton Wind, LLC, (Applicant) has filed an Application for a Certificate of Site 
and Facility (Application) to site, construct, and operate a Renewable Energy Facility (Facility or 
Project) consisting of 24 Gamesa G82 wind turbines each having a nameplate capacity of 2 
megawatts (“MW”) for a total nameplate capacity of 48 MW to be located in the Town of 
Groton, Grafton County, New Hampshire (Site); 
 
Whereas, the Facility does not yet have a formal street address but will be accessible from an 
access road off of Groton Hollow Road in Rumney, New Hampshire and the proposed Site 
consists of 4,180 acres and is bounded by Route 25 to the North, Tenney Mountain Ski Resort to 
the East, the Forest Society’s Cockermouth Forest to the South, and Halls Brook Road to the 
West;   
 
Whereas, this area consists of two distinct ridgeline features known as Tenney Mountain and 
Fletcher Mountain, which are separated by a valley known as Groton Hollow and twelve wind 
turbines will be situated generally in a north-south direction along the Tenney Ridge, six turbines 
will be oriented on the southern knob of Fletcher Mountain, and six turbines will oriented on the 
northwest knob of Fletcher Mountain.  In addition to the turbines, the Project will consist of the 
roads, an electrical collection system, an electrical switchyard, transmission lines, a voltage step-
up facility, an operations and maintenance building, a meteorological tower, all as further 
described in the Application as amended;  
 
Whereas, the individual turbines will be connected to a 34.5 kV collection system.  Each turbine 
will be connected to a 2,350 kV transformer and connection cabinet and several turbines will be 
loop connected through the collection circuits and junction boxes, which, in turn, will be 
connected to the Facility’s switchyard.  The generated output will be transmitted via 34.5 kV 
transmission line;   
 
Whereas, the interconnection line will run from the Project to Route 25 and will be comprised of 
approximately 37 poles, 10 to 12 of which will be located on the existing leased premises and 
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approximately 25 of which will be located along easements on private property; once the line 
reaches Route 25, it will travel along Route 25 using poles currently utilized by New Hampshire 
Cooperative (NH Coop);   
 
Whereas, The interconnection line will eventually leave Route 25 and will connect with the 34.5 
kV-115 kV voltage step-up facility located on a 5 acre parcel of privately-owned land in 
Holderness, Grafton County, New Hampshire;   
 
Whereas, the output will then be transmitted to the Northeast Utilities,  Beebe River Substation 
via a 115 kV line;   
 
Whereas, the Subcommittee has held a number of public meetings and hearings regarding the 
Application including a Public Information Hearing pursuant to R.S.A. 162-H:10, on June 28, 
2010; adjudicatory proceedings on November 1-5, 2010 and on April 22-23, 2011 to hear 
evidence regarding the Application; 
 
Whereas, the Subcommittee has received and considered both oral and written comments from 
the public concerning the Application; 
 
Whereas, the Subcommittee has considered available alternatives and fully reviewed the 
environmental impact of the Site and all other relevant factors bearing on whether the objectives 
of R.S.A. 162- H would be best served by the issuance of a Certificate of Site and Facility 
(Certificate); 
 
Whereas, the Subcommittee finds that, subject to the conditions herein, the Applicant has 
adequate financial, technical, and managerial capability to assure construction and operation of 
the Project in continuing compliance with the terms and conditions of this Certificate; 
 
Whereas, the Subcommittee finds that, subject to the conditions herein, the Project will not 
unduly interfere with the orderly development of the region with due consideration having been 
given to the views of municipal and regional planning commissions and municipal governing 
bodies; 
 
Whereas, the Subcommittee finds that, subject to the conditions herein, the Project will not have 
an unreasonable adverse effect on aesthetics, historic sites, air and water quality, the natural 
environment, and public health and safety; and, 
 
Whereas, on even date herewith the Subcommittee has issued a Decision Granting Certificate of 
Site and Facility With Conditions (Decision). 
 
NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby ORDERED that the Application of Groton Wind, LLC, as 
amended,  is approved subject to the conditions set forth herein and this Order shall be deemed to 
be a Certificate of Site and Facility pursuant to R.S.A. 162-H: 4; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the Site Evaluation Subcommittee’s Decision dated May 6, 2011, and any 
conditions contained therein are hereby made a part of this Order; and it is, 
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Further Ordered that the Applicant may site, construct and operate the Project as outlined in the 
Application, as amended, and subject to the terms and conditions of the Decision and this Order 
and Certificate; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that this Certificate is not transferable to any other person or entity without the 
prior written approval of the Subcommittee; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the Applicant shall immediately notify the Site Evaluation Committee of 
any change in ownership or ownership structure of the Applicant or its affiliated entities and 
shall seek approval of the Subcommittee of such change; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that all permits and/or certificates recommended by the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services including the Wetlands Permit, the Site Specific 
Alteration of Terrain Permit, and the Section 401 Water Quality Certificate shall issue and this 
Certificate is conditioned upon compliance with all conditions of said permits and/or certificates 
which are appended hereto as Appendix I; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services is authorized to 
specify the use of any appropriate technique, methodology, practice or procedure associated with 
the conditions of the Wetlands Permit, the Site Specific Alteration of Terrain Permit, and the 
Section 401 Water Quality Certificate, including the authority to approve modifications or 
amendments to said permits and certificates; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the Applicant shall continue to cooperate with the requirements of ISO-
New England and obtain al ISO approvals necessary to a final interconnection agreement for a 
gross unit rating up to 48 MW. Said interconnection agreement shall be filed with the 
Subcommittee prior to the commencement of constructions; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the Agreement between the Town of Groton and the Applicant, attached as 
Appendix II, shall be a part of this Order and the Conditions contained therein shall be 
conditions of this Certificate. To the extent that any disputes arise under the Agreement with the 
Town of Groton the parties shall file a motion for declaratory ruling, a motion for enforcement or 
such other motion as may be procedurally appropriate with the Subcommittee and the 
Subcommittee shall make such final interpretations or determinations that may be necessary; and 
it is,  
 
Further Ordered that the Agreement between the Town of Rumney and the Applicant, attached 
as Appendix III, shall be a part of this Order and the Conditions contained therein shall be 
conditions of this Certificate. To the extent that any disputes arise under the Agreement with the 
Town of Rumney the parties shall file a motion for declaratory ruling, a motion for enforcement 
or such other motion as may be procedurally appropriate with the Subcommittee and the 
Subcommittee shall make such final interpretations or determinations that may be necessary; and 
it is,  
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Further Ordered that the Applicant shall comply with the Town of Holderness’ “dark sky” 
ordinance, as applied to the voltage step-up facility, to the extent it is not contrary to applicable 
life safety codes, building codes, or fire codes; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the Applicant shall continue its consultations with the New Hampshire 
Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR) and comply with all agreements and memos of 
understanding with that agency and, in the event that new information or evidence of a historic 
site, or other archeological resources, are found within the area of potential effect of the Project 
Site, the Applicant shall immediately report said findings to NHDHR and the Committee; and it 
is, 
 
Further Ordered that, if during construction or thereafter, any archeological resources or deposits 
are discovered or affected as a result of project planning or implementation, NHDHR shall be 
notified immediately and NHDHR shall determine the need for appropriate evaluative studies, 
determinations of National Register eligibility, and mitigation measures (redesign, resource 
protection, or data recovery) as required by state or federal law and regulations. If construction 
plans change, notification to and consultation with the NHDHR shall be required. If any member 
of the public raises new concerns about the effect on historic resources, notification to and 
consultation with the NHDHR shall be required. NHDHR is authorized to specify the use of any 
appropriate technique, methodology, practice or procedure associated with historical resources 
effected by the Project, including the authority to approve modifications to such practices and 
procedures as may become necessary; and it is, 
   
Further Ordered that the Applicant shall conduct breeding bird surveys that replicate or improve 
upon the Stantec pre-construction surveys for the project; spring and fall diurnal raptor surveys 
that replicate or improve upon the 2009 Stantec survey, except that the fall surveys will extend 
into November to ensure capturing eagle migration; summer and early fall peregrine falcon 
surveys that replicate or improve upon the Stantec pre-construction surveys for the project; 
spring and fall nocturnal migratory bird radar surveys that replicate or improve upon the Stantec 
pre-construction survey for the project; acoustic surveys of bat activity that replicate or improve 
upon the Stantec pre-construction survey for the project; bird and bat mortality surveys that 
replicate or improve upon the West, Inc. 2010 Post-Construction Fatality Survey for the 
Lempster Wind Project, shall temporally coincide with breeding bird surveys, diurnal raptor 
surveys, nocturnal migrating bird surveys, and bat surveys. The breeding bird survey, diurnal 
raptor survey, nocturnal migrating bird survey, bat survey, and bird and bat mortality survey 
shall have duration of three years, commencing during the first year of operation. New 
Hampshire Fish & Game (NHF&G), in consultation with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFW), 
shall review and approve all study protocols. The Applicant shall commence informal 
monitoring as described in Iberdrola’s Bird and Bat Protection Plan after completion of the 
aforementioned surveys.  Informal monitoring shall continue for the life of the Project. Annual 
reports shall be submitted to, and discussed with, NHF&G and USFW, and shall serve as the 
basis for mitigation measures if effects are deemed unreasonably adverse; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the Applicant shall develop a plan with the Town of Rumney, in 
consultation with the residents of Groton Hollow Road, addressing adequate advance notification 
to the residents of  Groton Hollow Road of the movement of oversized loads on Groton Hollow 
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Road, including the date and time when vehicle traffic will be blocked on  Groton Hollow Road; 
alternative transportation for residents of Groton Hollow Road during times when Groton 
Hollow Road is blocked to normal vehicular traffic; and a plan to deal with emergencies that 
may occur on Groton Hollow Road during the times when  Groton Hollow Road is blocked to 
emergency vehicle traffic; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the sound levels generated by the Project at the outside facades of homes 
should not exceed 55 dBA or 5 dBA greater than ambient, whichever is greater, in day time and 
45 dBA or 5 dBA greater than ambient, whichever is greater, at night; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that the sound levels generated by the Project shall not exceed 40 dBA or 5 dBA 
greater than ambient, whichever is greater as measured within current boundaries of the Baker 
River Campground presently owned and operated by Ms. Cheryl Lewis; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that, after commercial operations of the Project commence, the Applicant shall 
retain an independent qualified acoustics engineer to take sound pressure level measurements in 
accordance with the most current version of ANSI S12.18.  The measurements shall be taken at 
sensitive receptor locations as identified by the Applicant and Towns of Groton and Rumney.  
The periods of the noise measurements shall include, at a minimum, daytime, winter and summer 
seasons, and nighttime after 10 p.m. All sound pressure levels shall be measured with a sound 
meter that meets or exceeds the most current version of ANSI S1.4 specifications for a Type II 
sound meter.  The Applicant shall provide the final report(s) of the acoustics engineer to the 
Subcommittee and Towns of Groton and Rumney within 30 days of its receipt by the Applicant; 
and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that any landowner may waive the noise restriction set forth by this Certificate 
by signing a waiver of their rights, or by signing an agreement that contains provisions providing 
for a waiver of their rights. The written waiver shall state that the consent is granted for the 
Project not to comply with the sound limits set forth in the Certificate; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that, during construction and operation of the Project, and continuing through 
completion of decommissioning of the project, the Applicant shall identify an individual(s), 
including phone number, email address, and mailing address, posted at the town offices of the 
Towns of Rumney, Holderness, Plymouth, Hebron, and Groton, who will be available for the 
public to contact with inquiries and complaints.  The Applicant shall make reasonable efforts to 
respond to and address the public’s inquiries and complaints.  This process shall not preclude the 
local government from acting on a complaint; and it is, 
 
Further Ordered that any complaint made to the Applicant shall be kept by the Applicant in a 
permanent log setting forth the identity of the complainant, the date of the complaint, the nature 
of the complaint. The Applicant shall annually file its response(s) to the complaint(s) contained 
in the log with the Committee.  
 
Further Ordered that the Applicant shall construct the voltage step-up facility located in the 
Town of Holderness, between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday – Saturday, unless prior 
approval is obtained from the Town of Holderness; and it is, 
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Further Ordered that all Conditions contained in this Certificate and in the Decision shall remain 
in full force and effect unless otherwise ordered by the Subcommittee. 

 
           

 
________________________________                      ____________________________________ 
Thomas B. Getz, Chairman               Stephen Perry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief 
Public Utilities Commission                                  Fish and Game Department 

 
                                                                                               
__________________________________             ____________________________________ 
Robert Scott, Director                                      Eric Steltzer, Energy Policy Analyst 
Department of Environmental Services             Office of Energy and Planning 

 
 
                                                                                          
___________________________________              ___________________________________ 
Brook Dupee, Senior Health Policy Analyst   Donald Kent, Designee 
Department of Health and Human Services                Dept. of Resources & Econ. Development 

 
 
                                                                                       
___________________________________       ____________________________________ 
Richard Boisvert, State Archeologist   Charles Hood, Administrator 
NH Division of Historical Resources   Department of Transportation   
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Michael Harrington, State Engineer  
Public Utilities Commission 

 
 


















































































