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Qualifications 1 

Q. Please state your name and business address. 2 

A. My name is Dana Valleau.  My business address is 14 Gabriel Drive, Augusta, Maine 3 

04330. 4 

Q. Please identify your employer, position and qualifications. 5 

A. I am employed by TRC Environmental Corporation (“TRC”) and I hold the position of 6 

Environmental Specialist.   My qualifications have not changed from those listed in my prefiled 7 

direct testimony filed January 31, 2012 in this docket. 8 

Purpose of Supplemental Testimony  9 

Q. What is the purpose of this supplemental testimony? 10 

A. This testimony supports the information contained in the First Supplement to Antrim 11 

Wind Energy LLC’s (“AWE”) Application to the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee 12 
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(“the Committee”) dated August 10, 2012 as it pertains to the potential effects of the Project’s 1 

second temporary staging area (“laydown yard”) and two temporary meteorological (“met”) 2 

towers on the natural environment, particularly wetlands and surface waters.  My testimony also 3 

supports additional information provided to the New Hampshire Department of Environmental 4 

Services (“DES”) on August 30, 2012 concerning modifications to DES permit applications 5 

contained in Appendices 2A, 2B and 2C of AWE’s Application.  See Fourth Supplement to 6 

Application of Antrim Wind Energy, LLC, Appendix 2H.   These changes were primarily 7 

necessitated by the addition of a Radar Activated Lighting System to the Antrim Wind Project.  8 

In addition, this testimony reports on decisions made by the Department of Environmental 9 

Services (“DES”) to grant with conditions the Project’s applications for an alteration of terrain 10 

permit, a wetlands permit and an individual sewage disposal system permit.  11 

Laydown Area 12 

Q. Please describe the Project’s additional laydown area.  13 

A.  In addition to the laydown yard discussed in the Application, the Project seeks 14 

certification of a second laydown area which is described in the First Supplement to AWE’s 15 

Application.  Figure F.5.c submitted with the First Supplement to AWE’s Application depicts the 16 

site of this laydown area, which is located off Route 9, west of the proposed entrance to the 17 

Project.  The laydown yard will occupy approximately 2.9 acres of previously disturbed land 18 

which was formerly used as a gravel borrow pit and log landing.  Approximately 0.02 acres, or 19 

955 square feet of previously disturbed wetland in the middle of the borrow pit will be filled.    20 

Q. Please describe the methodology that was used for conducting an analysis of the 21 

Project’s impact on wetlands and surface waters in the laydown area. 22 
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A. The methodology is consistent with the approach used by other experts and that described 1 

in my direct prefiled testimony dated January 31, 2012.  A New Hampshire Certified Wetland 2 

Scientist conducted wetland delineation on approximately 4 acres at the site in July 2012.  The 3 

wetland delineation report for the laydown area is included in Appendix 2A, Ex. 5-1 of the First 4 

Supplement to the AWE Application.   5 

Q. Please describe the wetlands and surface waters identified in your survey of the 6 

laydown yard.  7 

A. Four wetlands and one intermittent stream channel segment were found onsite.  The 8 

wetlands found on the eastern and western extents of the site (AN-LD-1&3) are broad-leaved 9 

deciduous forested wetlands dominated by red maple (Acer rubrum) trees and were found to 10 

drain in a northerly direction where overland stormwater flow entered 30 inch concrete culverts 11 

and traversed under Route 9 to a larger wetland complex.  A third isolated broad leaved 12 

deciduous scrub-shrub wetland (AN-LD-2) dominated by meadowsweet (Spiraea latifolia) was 13 

found along the southern border of the site.  This wetland was previously forested but has had 14 

trees removed by prior logging activity.  The fourth wetland (AN-LD-4) is found within the 15 

borrow pit and is dominated by speckled alder (Alnus rugosa) shrubs.  This wetland appears to 16 

have been created during the excavation of the material in the borrow pit. 17 

The intermittent stream channel (AN-LD-INT-1) was found to enter the site from the 18 

south and flowed towards Route 9.  Before reaching Route 9, the channel dispersed within 19 

wetland AN-LD-3.  It was observed that much of the flow reaching this intermittent channel 20 

came from stormwater flowing down an old logging road found just off the site to the South.  21 

The channel was observed to be dry at the time of the delineation but averaged 1-2 feet in width 22 
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and up to 6 inches in depth with a sandy substrate. 1 

Q. Were any vernal pools identified in your survey of the laydown?  2 

A. No vernal pools were found in the area surveyed for the laydown site. 3 

 4 

Q. What does the July 2012 wetlands report conclude regarding the laydown area’s 5 

anticipated impact on wetlands and surface waters? 6 

A. Laydown yard design will necessitate filling one wetland on the site, wetland AN-LD-4.  7 

This wetland area is found within the middle of the proposed laydown area site and was created 8 

when the borrow pit was excavated and is dominated by speckled alder (Alnus rugosa) shrubs.  9 

This anthropogenic feature is approximately 955 square feet or 0.02 acre in size. 10 

Q. Please describe any measures that the Project must take to mitigate the laydown 11 

area’s impacts on wetlands.   12 

A. The proposed 2.9 acre laydown yard area has been defined with a 25-foot undisturbed 13 

buffer between graded areas and the remainder of the wetlands and stream resources that were 14 

identified on the site.  Erosion control measures will also be utilized to minimize the potential for 15 

impacts from stormwater runoff and sedimentation. 16 

Q. In your opinion, will the laydown area have an unreasonable adverse effect on 17 

wetlands, surface water or water quality?  18 

A. No.  Standard construction and erosion control methods coupled with an undisturbed 25-19 

foot buffer will ensure that the remaining undisturbed wetlands will not be impacted and water 20 

quality will not be affected. 21 

 22 
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Temporary Meteorological Towers 1 

Q. Please describe the two temporary met towers that are discussed in the First 2 

Supplement to the AWE Application. 3 

A. One of the two temporary met towers is currently erected and has been in place since 4 

November 2009 pursuant to a building permit issued by the Town of Antrim.  A map showing 5 

the location of this met tower was submitted with the First Supplement to AWE’s Application 6 

and is labeled Figure E 5.  The second temporary met tower is proposed to be located within the 7 

area of the Project that is proposed for turbine 8.  A map depicting this location was submitted 8 

with the First Supplement to AWE’s Application and is labeled Figure E.6.    9 

Q. Have you evaluated the impacts of the two temporary met towers upon wetlands, 10 

surface waters and water quality? 11 

A. Yes. The existing temporary tower is already in place, and therefore will have no new 12 

impacts of any kind to remain in place.  Because there will be no clearing for the second 13 

temporary met tower other than that needed for turbine 8, this met tower will create no additional 14 

impacts beyond those discussed in the Application. 15 

Radar Activated Lighting System 16 

Q. Are you familiar with AWE’s plans to install a Radar Activated Lighting System 17 

(RALS), should one be approved by the Federal Aviation Administration? 18 

A. Yes, I am.  My understanding is that AWE has modified the Project to include a RALS 19 

pursuant to an agreement with Appalachian Mountain Club.  The RALS consists of a radar that 20 

is mounted on a monopole tower and pad-mounted control equipment at the base of the tower.  21 

The radar tower will be located approximately 380 feet southeast of Turbine #10, near the 22 
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southerly terminus of the access road.  The tower will be 90 feet tall, with a caisson foundation 6 1 

feet in diameter.  The RALS will require a concrete equipment pad approximately 16 feet by 6 2 

feet located at the base of the radar tower.   3 

Q. Will the proposed RALS have any impacts on wetlands or surface waters? 4 

A. No.  There are no wetlands or surface waters in close proximity to the site proposed for 5 

the RALS, therefore there will be no impacts to such resources from installation of the RALS.  6 

NH DES Recommendations for Alteration of Terrain Permit, Wetlands Permit and 7 
Individual Subsurface Disposal System Application 8 
 9 

Q. What are NH DES’s recommendations regarding the applications to it submitted by 10 

AWE for this Project? 11 

A. By letter dated August 31, 2012, a copy of which is submitted herewith as Attachment 12 

DV-1, NH DES has indicated its recommendation for approval (with conditions) of AWE’s 13 

applications for terrain alteration and wetlands permits, and for an individual subsurface disposal 14 

system. 15 

Q. Does this conclude your supplemental prefiled testimony? 16 

A. Yes. 17 

925207_1 18 


























