
$2
welcomeÚ

wagOn

498 Central Rd.

Rye, NH 03870
978.502.1737

May 24, 2013

New Hampshire Site Evaluatlon Committee
Attnr Ms. Jane Murray, Secretary
29 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03302

Re: SEC Docket 2012-1-Appllcatlon of Antrlm Wlnd Energy LLC for a Cert¡ficâte of Sfte and Factlþ

Dear Chairman lgn-atlus ðnd Members of the eommlttee:

l, the undersigned New Hampshlre buslness owner, am concerned about the New Hampshlre Slte Evaluation
Committee's ("SEC") recent denial of a Certlflcate of Site and Facility for the Antrim Wlnd Energy (AWE) project in
Antrim, NH. As a business owner committed to having NH asume a leadershlp role in developlng clean, renewable
sources of energy production, ¡t ¡s lmperat¡ve that projeËts such as this get due considerat¡on Ëonslstent with prior
preçedents ênd current indu5try practice.

I care deeply about our natural envlronment and the anticlpated effects of climate change on our economy, our
communities and the natural capital that is unique to our state. I support clean, renewable energy due to the
many benefits it brings our state and our reglon; lmprovlng air and water guality, reducing CO2 emissions and
reducing the amount of damage done by the extract¡on, processing transport and combustion of the fossil fuels
thðt surre-ntly power gur eçqnomy. I also suppor.t the eçonomic develqpment benefitsthat renewable çnprgV
projects like AWE bring to ourstete as well æ the long-term, stably priced power that wlll boneflt us all.

As a business owner, I vlew the recent decision by the Site Evaluation Committee to deny the AWE project ã

certifìcete based on relatlvely short-term (and subjective) vtsual lmpacts, to be flawed and myopic. lt departs from
earlier precedents set by this committee related to the aesthetic impacts of wind energy proiects. discourages
much ne-eded investment in this area and frustrates clear state policies designed to -ençourage ren-ew¡ble -energy.

All energy projects carry a degree of undesired impacts, and I understand the charge of this commlttee to evaluate
whether those impacts exceed acceptable limits. What is deemed palatable or reasonable, however, needs to be
viewed in the context of our current energy and climate challenges, which pose the greatest risk to our long-term
secur¡ty and the integr¡ty of our ecosystems.

After 1l -day,s of evldent¡ary heêrings and three days of deliberat¡ont I understand thls Çommittee found that the
project would not heve unreasonable adver¡e impade on the n¿tural environment, alr and water quality or publk
health and safety. I also understand that the Applicant has committed to embrace the measures listed below as a

means of minimlzlng impacts to the surrounding landscape.

. AWE has entered binding agreements to permenently conserve large tracts of forested land
r AWE has çommítted to u5e innovative technology to eliminate night time lighting on turbines
¡ AWE has reached agr€ements with the Tcwn of Antrim, the ApBalachian Mountain Club and the llarris

Center for Conservatlon Educat¡on.

I strongly encourage the Comm¡ttee to reconsider and carefully evaluate atl relevant facts and evidence to ensure

that AWF is held tp the same standard,s as previgus wind prpjects. Otherwlse- the çommittee ritk¡ ¡etting a new,

disturbing precedent that I believe will seriously Jeopardlze future investrnent in renewable energy development in
NH and adversely affect the business climate in our state.

Thank you for your ãttention to th¡s Íequest; your consideration is appreclated.

Respe-ctf-u I I y Signed.
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