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Introduction 

PURPOSE OF REPORT &GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR AESTHETIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 

The purpose of this guide is to facilitate the adoption and use of effective state and local policies, practices, 
and methodologies to evaluate the visual impacts associated with wind development projects. Visual 
impacts are often among the issues of greatest concern for surrounding property owners and the 
community. Public acceptance and confidence in wind development are likely to be enhanced when visual 
issues are clearly and fairly addressed. This guide provides an effective and objective aesthetic impact 
assessment review methodology that provides clear guidance for developers, planners, and regulatory 
decision makers and also ensures the protection of important scenic and cultural resources.1 

As wind development continues to grow throughout the United States, many state and local governments 
are in the process of creating or revising their evaluation processes for assessing visual impacts of wind 
energy projects. Regulatory review processes vary widely from state to state. Additionally, visual impacts 
are reviewed at different jurisdictional levels {local, county, state) depending on a state's particular 
regulatory framework and such factors as the size of the project. 

There is little consistency as to what information should be submitted by a wind developer to the relevant 
regulatory review body. The basis for evaluating and determining the degree of visual impacts presented by 
proposed wind projects is often poorly understood by regulators, developers, and the general public. 
Establishment of clear and consistent visual impact review processes will assist developers and regulators 
alike and provide greater public confidence in the integrity and fairness of regulatory decision making for 
wind project siting. 

This report focuses on utility-scale wind energy projects. While the methodology is also applicable to 
smaller community- and commercial-scaled projects, it should be noted that smaller wind turbines for 
residential use usually justify a simpler review process than is outlined here because of their small 
scale. 2 

1 
Scenic resources may include cultura l resources as well to the extent that they contribute to the visual quality of 

the landscape. Historic values however differ from visual or scenic values. 

2 
An example of a methodology can be found at 

http://publicservice.vermont.gov/eneray/ee files/wind/psb wind siting handbook.pdf. 
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A. Basic Premises of Aesthetic Review 
Many excellent methodologies have been developed over the past half century for evaluating scenic 
quality and visual impacts of development projects. 3 The unique visual characteristics of wind energy 
projects require a refinement to these approaches, although the basic principles remain the same. 

It is also important to note that the goal of visual impact assessment is not to predict whether specific 
individuals will find wind energy projects attractive or not. Instead, the goal is to identify important visual 
characteristics of the surrounding landscape, especially the features and characteristics that contribute to 
scenic quality, as the basis for determining how and to what degree a particular project will affect those 
scenic values. This process can be logical, well articulated, and systematic and can be codified for use 
by relevant professionals. 

Studies of public reactions to wind energy projects are useful in providing a broad understanding of 
general attitudes and also in identifying significant areas of concern. However, in examining a specific 
project in a particular location, the emphasis should be on evaluating the specific character of the 
landscape involved, especially the elements that contribute to scenic quality and how the project will 
affect these scenic resources. 

Landscape character can be defined fairly objectively. Usually the focus of visual impact assessments 
is on the public landscape: views seen from parks, recreation areas, publicly accessible trails, water 
bodies, highways or roads (especially designated scenic highways}, scenic overlooks, publicly 
accessible historic sites, and village or town centers. 

Visual impacts to private property are not a focus of this report.4 Private property is generally not 
accessible to those conducting inventories of views and resources. Except for private property owners that 
have established "party" rights in formal regulatory proceedings, professional visual impact assessments 
generally only address potential views from public roadways near residential areas. 

Planning documents at the local regional, county and/or state levels are an important source of 
information for aesthetic review as they may identify landscape and cultural features that contribute to 
scenic quality. These documents, if available, are invaluable in siting wind energy projects and in 
evaluating their impacts. Such documents are usually adopted through a public process that provides an 
indication of broad public input and value. 

In some regions of the country, the protection of scenic and cultural resources may be less of a priority 

3 See for example the United States Forest Service's Visual Management System (VMS) (1974) and more recent 
Scenery Management System (1995); also the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Visual Resource Management 
Program (1980) (http://www.blm.gov/nstc/VRM/vrmsys.html), and BLM Wind Energy Programmatic EIS 
(http://windeis.gov); these systems are based on pre- established visual quality objectives for public lands. 

4 Abutting landowners generally have legal standing in project review proceedings to participate as a full party 
with appeal rights. Non-abutting property owners usually do not have legal standing but can express concerns at 
public hearings. Sometimes citizen groups are given standing in the hearing process provided they can 
demonstrate a material interest in the outcome of the proposed project. 
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because suitable wind resources may be far removed from either population centers or public lands 
valued for scenic quality. Therefore, the methodology recommended here may not be appropriate for all 
parts of the country, or it may be adapted for regional conditions. In some cases, wind projects are 
located on lands owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management or the U.S Forest Service, both of 
which have their own systems for evaluating visual impacts; although in some cases, individual states 
also have separate jurisdiction to review and approve projects proposed for federal lands. 

It should be recognized that, while it is important to document where a wind project can be seen from, 
visibility by itself does not mean that a proposed wind project will have significant or unreasonable 
impacts on visual resources. Ratherthe significance of these impacts should be determined through an 
understanding of how the project is seen within im portai:it views and in light of viewer expectations at 
viewing locations. Visual impacts are likely to occur for most wind projects. It is important, therefore, for 
applicable siting guidelines or protocols to provide reasonably clear criteria as to when the threshold 
between "reasonable" and "unreasonable" visual impacts will be crossed. 

In a regulatory proceeding, a developer usually is required to explain in a logical manner why a wind 

project would not have "unreasonable" or "undue" visual impacts.5 Intervening stakeholders in the 
process may make counter arguments. If clear visual analysis criteria are established to apply to a 
project, the developer and stakeholders will be better able to provide meaningful and useful information 
and perspectives to the decision making body. If both developers and stakeholders are guided to provide 
evidence that focuses on the relevant visual assessment issues and factors involved, a well-informed and 
balanced decision can be more easily made. 

B. General Considerations in Visual Impact Review 

1. LEVEL OF REVIEW 

In most states, visual impact decisions are made through a state siting board or regulatory review 
commission using a quasi-judicial process that considers developer and stakeholder information and 
evidence. In other states, projects are reviewed at the local level. In a few states, the local or state 
jurisdiction for review is determined by the size of the project, with larger projects reviewed by a state 
commission and smaller projects reviewed at the local level. Even where state-level review preempts 
local review, however, regulators generally consult local officials and examine local planning and 
regulatory documents in order to determine whether particular landscape or cultural features are 
identified by local communities or regional bodies as having scenic, recreational, or cultural value that 
may be affected by a particular project. Host communities as well as neighboring communities are 

generally a party in regulatory proceedings. 

2 . AREA OF REVIEW 

Most regulatory processes identify a radius of a certain distance around the project as the area of likely 
impact and relevant analysis- usually using the outermostturbines of the project as the center of the 
analysis (not including other project infrastructure). Selecting an appropriate distance for analysis should 

5 The regulatory or planning language used by a state or local jurisdiction often varies but is intended to prevent 
unreasonable visual effects. The State of California's Environmental Quality Act, for example, uses "significant" as 
the threshold language. 
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depend on regional characteristics, the size of the wind project, and the sensitivity and relative location of 
important scenic resources within the region. The overall size of the project (height, number of turbines, 
and geographic footprint) will also make a difference in selecting the area of analysis. Modern wind 
projects using 2.0+ MW turbines are easily visible at 15-20 miles' distance in clear weather conditions, 
but the most significant impacts are likely to occur in closer proximity, in most cases within 5-8 miles in 
northeastern landscapes. However, a larger study area provides a more comprehensive understanding 
of the resources involved within the region, and 10 miles may provide a good guideline for analysis in 
northeastern regions. An area of analysis of 25 miles will be more appropriate in midwestern and 
western landscapes, open terrain, drier air, and larger wind projects {hundreds vs. dozens of turbines) 
creating a larger mass visible over greater distances. For offshore wind projects, larger turbines are 
used, and the area of analysis may extend to 20 miles and include ~-Y:z mile inland along shorelines with 
views of the project. 

The recommended or required area of analysis varies from state to state. For example, Maine now 
requires analysis within 4 miles of the project and up to 8 miles away if significant visu';!I resources occur 
beyond 4 miles. New York uses a distance of 5 miles as a guideline, but this distance may be expanded 
up to 10 miles when significant scenic resources occur beyond 5 miles. Vermont uses 10 miles, and 
West Virginia uses 20 miles. 

Figure 1 
A group of 1.5 MW wind turbines in the Cedar Creek wind farm in far northeastern Colorado, viewed at 6 miles away. About 
a third of the project's 277 turbines are visible in this photo. The open terrain and dry air of the West may make turbines 
visible at greater distances than In eastern landscapes. 
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3. RESOURCES EVALUATED 

Some states specify the types of scenic resources that should be evaluated. Typically, these include 
documented resources having state or national significance, such as state parks, state forest preserves, 
cultural parks, scenic rivers and shorelines, properties on for the National Register of Historic Places, 
National Natural Landmarks, National Parks, Wilderness Areas, scenic highways and scenic rest areas 
or pullouts. 

Even when local resources are not required to be evaluated, developers have often found that 
consideration of areas of local concern (roads, parks, and community focal points) promotes goodwill 
and confidence among people living in the local community that visual impacts will be reasonable. 
Understanding impacts from adjacent residential properties is also important. 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Ensuring public input to identify the scenic values of importance to affected communities is critical in 
ensuring a credible, well-informed evaluation process. Municipal representatives of host communities 
and neighboring communities as well as adjacent property owners are usually granted rights to 
participate in any hearing process. Sometimes interest groups are also granted participation rights, if 
they can demonstrate a material interest in the project's potential impacts. Developers often work closely 
with surrounding communities to provide meaningful opportunities for public input, and the typical formal 
review process usually includes at least one public hearing. 

For people who live, work, and recreate in a region, the landscape consists of layers of meaning that 
may not be understood by a developer or a professional conducting a visual assessment. If local 
residents and other interested parties are invited to participate in the selection of sites to be inventoried 
and the simulations to be produced, the result of the process usually is more widely accepted as being 
credible. Pre-construction surveys of residents, business owners, and tourists may provide useful 
information to the degree that the surveys reflect expertise in survey design and are free from bias. 
Surveys may also provide more information about the use of particular scenic areas and attitudes about 
the values of those resources. These values may also be articulated in public documents. 
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Clean 

Outline of Visual Assessment Process 

A. Necessary Graphic Information for Effective Evaluation 
• Project Map 

• Viewshed Mapping (Zone of Visual Influence) 

• Identification of Public Natural and Cultural Resources and 
Features 

• Identification of Viewpoints 

• Documentation of the Area's Existing Character (Photo 
Illustrations) 

• Simulations (Visualizations) 

B. Key Questions for Evaluation of Visual Impacts 
1. What Are the Project's Visual Impacts? 

a. Project Description 
b. General Landscape Character 
c. Scenic Resource Attributes and Sensitivity Levels 

• Scenic Quality and Intactness of Resource 
• Viewer Expectations 
• Uniqueness of Resources 
• Number of Users 

d. How will the Project be Seen and Experienced from Important 
Viewing Locations in the Surrounding Area? 
• Project Scale (Size) 
• Distance from Viewpoints 
• View Duration 
• Angle of View/Area of View Occupied 
• Panoramic vs. Narrow View 
• Project Relation to Regional Focal Points 
• Numbers of Turbines in Views 
• Visual Clutter 
• FAA Lighting 
• Shadow Flicker 

2. Will the Project have Unreasonable or Undue Visual Impacts? 
a. Documentation of Scenic Values: Will the project violate a 

clear written standard intended to protect the scenic values or 
aesthetics of the area or a particular scenic resource? 

b. Degree of Dominance: Will the project dominate views from 
highly sensitive viewing areas or within the region as a whole? 

c. Mitigation Measures Taken: Has the developer failed to take 
reasonable measures to mitigate the project's impacts? 
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I . Visual Assessment Process 

A. GRAPHIC INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR AN EFFECTIVE ASSESSMENT 

To ensure an effective visual assessment for a proposed wind project, the following information is 
useful to provide objective and quantitative data about the visual characteristics of the project and its 
setting. 

• Project Map 
A detailed map showing locations of turbines, access roads with related cutting, filling and grading, 
clearing limits, meteorological towers, collector lines, substation location, new transmission lines, lay
down or temporary storage areas, and any buildings or structures. 

• Viewshed Mapping 
Viewshed maps (sometimes called Zone of Visual Influence or ZVI maps) combine Digital Elevation 
Model (DEM) data, GIS data, and viewshed mapping software to illustrate potential project visibility within 
the identified radius or area of analysis. The viewshed analysis may be displayed over a USGS 
topographic map, aerial photo, or other appropriate base, and include other location information such as 
state and national forests, parks, scenic destinations, municipalities, and other receptor locations. 

The viewshed is generally mapped using the highest point of the turbine at the tip of the blade in an 
upright position. Two viewshed mapping versions may be represented: a) potential visibility assuming 
topographic shielding only (no vegetative interference); and b) potential visibility considering screening by 
both topography and forested areas based on GIS vegetative data layers and a tree height observed on 
site visits or an assumed conservative tree height (often 40' or 12 meters in eastern landscapes). The 
former provides a "worst case scenario" but must be used with caution, as actual visibility is most likely to 
occur only within non-forested areas such as fields, grasslands, water bodies, or road corridor openings. 
More detailed analysis of individual turbine visibility is also possible using viewshed software. 

It is important to note that viewshed mapping provides only a preliminary tool and that field assessment is 
necessary to determine the extent and characteristics of the views (see below). Viewshed mapping is very 
useful in confirming areas where visibility is not possible. Viewshed mapping at nacelle height can 
illustrate the potential visibility of FAA required lights. 

Helium balloons may be a useful way for the public to visualize small wind projects (1-3 turbines), 
especially in more populated areas. However, on larger projects or sites with a good wind resource, it 
can be extremely difficult to fly balloons in a vertical position or to adequately represent all the turbines. 
Viewshed analysis and photographic simulations combined with site visits are more common and 
effective methods for visualizing the appearance of wind projects from specific locations. See Figure 1 
below. 
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0 Illustrated Viewpoint 

@ Simulation Viewpoint 

APPENDIX 2. VIEWPOINTS MAP 
Georgia Mountain Community Wind Project 
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Figure 2 - Example of Viewpoints illustrated on a Viewshed Analysis Map (prepared by Stone Environmental for Jean 
Vissering and the Vermont Department of Public Service). 
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• Identification of Natural and Cultural Resources and Features 
All area features should be identified on maps, including named mountains; rivers; lakes and ponds; 
parks; natural areas; local, state, and federal highways; and town centers and historic sites open to 
the public. These should be shown on a completed viewshed map(s) along with viewpoints. 

• Identification of Viewpoints 
Viewshed analysis helps focus field assessment work in those areas where views of the project are 
likely and intersect with public resources such as parks, scenic highways, and town centers. Ideally, 
all public viewpoints should be identified. Where many viewpoints exist, representative locations may 
be selected that illustrate the areas of highest scenic quality and greatest visibility. Other viewing areas 
may also be illustrated, especially if they are well used or concern has been expressed, such as near 

residential areas. Visually sensitive areas6 are publically accessible areas of identified and/or 
documented scenic, recreational, or cultural importance. These points should be included on a 
viewshed map and linked to photographs and written descriptions of the character of the area. 

• Photographs of Existing Character 
Photographs based on field visits should illustrate all of the important public viewing areas. At a minimum, 
views from public parks, trails, recreation areas, water bodies, major travel routes, scenic overlooks, town 
centers, and historic sites open to the public should be documented. Photographs should be taken at a 
focal length of 50-52.5mm or the digital equivalent (the exact digital setting varies from camera to 
camera). This is referred to as a "normal view" and most closely represents human eyesight relative to 
landscape scale. 7 

Wide-angle views tend to diminish the relative size or prominence of the project ridge or setting, while 
telephoto views exaggerate it. Photographic panoramas (stitched together photographs) or wide-angle 
photographs are useful for illustrating larger projects that extend beyond a single frame or the broader 
context of the scene. However, if panorama views are included, full-size, single-frame photographs must 
also be provided to illustrate the correct proportional relationship between the project site and the viewer. 

To illustrate existing character, photographs should be taken in good weather conditions if possible and 
in locations of maximum project visibility, as these will provide the most detail. Photos illustrating 
important regional features and focal points can provide useful contextual information, even if the 
project is not visible from or near these locations. A project's relation to area focal points will be an 
important consideration in evaluating its impact. GPS points should be recorded for all photographs. 

• Simulations (Visualizations) 
The most common method of simulating proposed wind projects is to insert turbines and other 
project infrastructure onto a photograph from an identified viewpoint. This is done using digital terrain 
modeling (DEM) data combined with simulation software designed for illustrating wind energy 

6 
Visually sensitive sites are those identified in public documents as having scenic or recreational value; or 

publically accessible locations with high scenic quality. Most wind projects will be visible from visually sensitive 
sites, but visibility by itself is not inherently problematic. The determination of the degree of impact is discussed in 
the Evaluation Process. 

7 
Some professionals believe 70mm more accurately represents the way humans view the landscape. This may be 

because the eye is much sharper than the camera lens, especially as it represents objects in the distance, so that 
the 70mm lens seems to more accurately portray the level of detail we are used to seeing. Nevertheless, SOmm is 
an accepted standard. 
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projects.8 Accurate portrayals require training in the particular simulation software and should be 
done by someone with experience and knowledge of these programs. Photographs should be taken 
with a 50-52.5mm focal length (or digital equivalent)9 and illustrate clear weather conditions if possible. 10 

The modeling software should be used to replicate the exact conditions of the photographs based 
on date and time. Minor adjustments in the modeling or post-production software may be applied to 
represent the lighting and atmospheric conditions shown in the photograph. This may mean that they 
appear silhouetted, white, or partially lit depending on the angle of the sun. 

Simulated panorama views (two or more merged 50mm photos) illustrating the project in its larger 
context are particularly useful in illustrating larger projects in which a single frame cannot capture all the 
turbines visible from a particular viewpoint. They may also be used to illustrate the larger context in 
which the project occurs. However, single frames should also be included to illustrate a more accurate 
representation of the project's appearance from a particular vieWPoint. 11 

Animated simulations are increasingly being used to illustrate blade rotation. Combined with video, a 
panoramic view can be illustrated by moving the camera from left to right from a single viewpoint, or the 
experience of moving along a road or path.12 

Viewpoints illustrated should be those that are most visually sensitive 13
, i.e. locations of scenic or 

cultural value. Areas of heavy public use or those identified as visually important by local officials or in 
public meetings may also be selected for viewpoint analysis. Simulations should also be provided 
illustrating the appearance of roads, clearing, and other project infrastructure (e.g. transmission lines, 
substations) if they would be visible from sensitive viewing locations. The number of simulations required 
will depend upon the degree of visibility of the project and the number of visually sensitive viewing areas 
potentially affected. 

8 MAX and Visual Nature Studio are among the more advanced visualization software programs available. Wind Pro 
is commonly used by developers and is adequate for most topographic situations as are other 30 CAD visualization 
software programs. 

9 
Accurate field data collection is critical including the use of GPS units with (preferably) sub-meter accuracy, 

noting landscape reference points and using a tripod for steadying the camera. Simulation software will 
recommend a protocol for ensuring accuracy in making the base photograph. See also standards developed for 
preparing visualizations in Scotland, see http://www.highland.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/ 3AB93631-8D75-46C7-
B4E2-07BlFE3842FE/ O/VisualisationStandardsforWindEnergyDevelopmensamended200510.pdf. 

1° Clear weather conditions not only provide the "worst-case scenario" but also provide more information 
regarding the visibility of landscape features within the scene. 

11 To portray a project accurately, panorama views need to be printed at a size much larger than llx17, and 
with very high resolution to accurately illustrate the project. The viewing distance must be specified. 

12 See for example: http://www.macroworks.ie/ Downloads/presentation140710.swf 

13 Visually sensitive sites are those identified in public documents as having scenic or recreational value; or 
publically accessible locations with high scenic quality. Most wind projects will be visible from visually sensitive 
sites and visibility from sensitive viewing areas is not inherently problematic. The determination of the degree of 
impact is discussed in the Evaluation Process. 
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Some landscape architects prefer using digital 3-D visualization models in which the scene is entirely 
digitally created. Photographs from site visits then are used to refine detail in a digital terrain model. 
These images are not dependent on weather conditions to illustrate the appearance of the turbines, and 
they can be easily modified to represent a range of different lighting conditions (e.g. dusk, bright sun, 
cloud cover). "Fly-through" and animated turbine motion can also provide a sense of the project 
appearance. However, it is often more difficult to provide realistic detail with a digital image. 
Photographic simulations are sometimes criticized for under-representing the sharpness of turbines, 
while digital simulations may actually exaggerate the sharpness and clarity of turbines. In general, 
simulations are best used in understanding the general size of the turbines in relation to surrounding 
landscape features, and the visibility of the project from particular viewpoints, rather than in precisely 
representing the way people see and experience the landscape. Image representations are best 
reproduced on 11X17" paper or poster size using a high-quality printing process. An approximately 
8.4X15.7" photograph can be accurately viewed at arm's length, while a poster-sized image can be 
viewed at about 4-5 feet away. (See Appendix B for illustrations of different approaches to simulations.) 

Figure 3 - Simulation of proposed wind energy project in New York (By Saratoga Associates for lnvenergy Wind LLC) 

There is debate as to whether or not project lighting (FM-required obstruction lighting) can be accurately 
simulated. Lighting is affected by numerous variables. Observing existing obstruction lighting is the best 
approach. Videography approaches are improving and combined with simulation software such as 30 
Studio Max, which can compensate for variables such as refraction, reflected light, the source light, and 
shadows, reasonable lighting simulations can be created. Nevertheless, professionals who have created 
these simulations agree that they need to be adjusted using field comparisons of similar lighting 
situations. They will also be affected by viewing conditions such as room lighting, computer brightness 
settings, etc. Professionals agree that lighting simulations cannot be accurately printed as still images. 
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B. EVALUATION OF VISUAL IMPACTS 

The tools described above provide essential graphic information regarding where a project will be seen 
from and what it will look like. However, they do not address how significant the impacts will be. To 
determine the degree and significance of the visual impacts, two evaluative steps are needed. The first 
step is to clearly define what the visual impacts will be by describing and illustrating how the project will be 
seen from various viewpoints, the scenic values of these viewpoints, and the expectations of viewers. The 
second step then is to determine whether or not these impacts rise to the level of "undue" or 
"unreasonable" using the following three criteria: 

1. Does the project violate a clear written aesthetic standard intended to protect the scenic 
values or aesthetics of the area or a particular scenic resource; 

2. Does the project dominate views from highly sensitive viewing areas or within the region as a 
whole; and/or 

3. Has the developer failed to take reasonable measures to mitigate the significant or avoidable 
impacts of the project? 

In regulatory processes, decision makers also seek to weigh the public benefits of a proposed project 
against the project's impacts including visual impacts to determine the regulatory acceptability of the 
project. (See Appendix E Case Studies for examples of wind projects which were found to have 
reasonable and unreasonable aesthetic impacts.) 

STEP 1: Defining the Project's Visual Impacts 

The first step in a visual assessment process is to determine what the visual impacts of the project will be 
(or whether there will be visual impacts at all). This requires a detailed understanding of the project itself, 
its landscape context, the scenic resources in the surrounding area, how the project will be seen from 
important views and in relation to scenic resources, and the viewer expectations for particular viewing 
areas. The following descriptive information should be provided and supported with the graphic 
illustrations outlined above. 

a) What are the Visual Attributes of the Project? 
A clear description of the visual elements of the entire project is necessary, including the 
physical attributes of the turbines, permanent meteorological towers, lighting, clearing required 
for turbine pads, roads, collector lines, transmission fine, substation, and operations and 
maintenance buildings. 

b) What is the Surrounding Landscape Character and What Are Its Distinctive Features? 
The developer should provide a general description of the surrounding area of analysis, its 
typical landscape character, land uses, and any distinctive features. The description of existing 
character provides the foundation for understanding the existing condition. 

Landscape character is the combination of both natural and human or built landscape 
features. All landscapes are composed of unique combinations of topography (land forms), 
vegetative patterns, and water features (lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands) that contribute to 
visual character. 
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Superimposed on the natural landscape is the· human or cultural landscape, also 
characterized by distinct patterns. For example, patterns of towns or villages may contrast 
with patterns of farms, fields, and forests. Some regions are characterized by numerous hills 
and ridges, while others have only a few distinct and prominent ridges or mountains or may 
be almost perfectly flat. 

In some landscapes, certain natural or cultural features become focal points. Forestry 
practices, mining, suburban development, and recreational structures also are super
imposed on the landscape and become part of its overall visual character. Political 
designations (e.g. zoning) and land protection efforts may also be relevant.14 

c) Are Important Scenic Resources Present and What Are Their Sensitivity Levels? 
Scenic, natural, and cultural resources and landscape features should be illustrated 
effectively on maps. These resources and features also should be carefully described in 
terms of their scenic values and sensitivity levels. Scenic resources will include public parks, 
water bodies, trails, state and federal highways (especially any designated as scenic 
corridors), town centers or other cultural focal points, and historic sites open to the public. 
Some states and localities specifically identify resources of value in state, regional, and/or 
local planning documents. 

All the aesthetic characteristics of the scenic resource should be considered, including attributes that 
may contribute to or detract from its scenic quality. Sensitivity levels will be determined by considering 
the combination of the factors described below. 

· Scenic Quality and Intactness of Resource 
The degree of existing scenic quality is usually correlated with landscape diversity - the more natural 
diversity, generally, the greater the scenic quality. Landscape diversity can be evaluated through a 
reasonably objective process and will be relative to other landscapes at the local, regional, state, or 
national level. (See Appendix A.) 

Another relevant factor in determining scenic quality is the intactness of the landscape. A lack of 
landscape degradation contributes to the "intactness" of the landscape. Degradation most often is a result 
of development that erodes existing natural and historic scenic landscape patterns, or land uses that 
become unintended focal points due to their contrast in form, color, or pattern with their surroundings. 
In contrast, natural landscape focal points such as distinctive mountains and lakes with diverse shorelines 
contribute to scenic quality. 15 

14 
This provides information about the project's context but may also be relevant to the extent that they may 

provide a clear written community standard (see section 2a). 
15 

The U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the Federal Highway Administration have 
developed systems for evaluating scenic quality that may also provide useful guidance. See USFS Visual 
Management System {1974); BLM Visual Resource Management Program {1980); FHWA Visual Assessment of 
Highway Projects, Publication FHWA-Hl-88-054. 
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nMo~ 
Increasing Scenic Quality 

Figure 4 
Scenic quality generally increases with increasing natural diversity, e.g. topography, vegetation, water. 

Figure S 
This "working" cultural landscape has low to moderate diversity, but is relatively intact. Wind turbines are not 
dissimilar in form and color to the vertical silos and grain elevators typical in this landscape, and may "fit" 
reasonably well in some of these landscapes. 

Viewer Expectations 
For certain uses, there may be public expectations of a primitive or natural setting (e.g. remote camping) 
or for a cultural landscape in which change is to be kept within narrowly defined parameters. For example, 
recreational areas restricted to non-motorized uses are likely to be more sensitive to changes involving 
built elements than other settings. Designated historic sites or landscapes may provide an opportunity to 
experience cultural patterns of the past. Other uses or user groups such as snowmobilers, motor-boaters, 
or hunters may be less concerned about visual impacts but nevertheless should always be provided 
opportunities to comment. 
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Uniqueness of the Resource 

Figure 6 
These three scenes illustrate settings for which there 
may be differing viewer expectations for scenic quality 
or for a natural setting. 

Scenic resources that have distinctive and outstanding value are often specifically noted in public 
documents and serve as regional focal points or landmarks. In a region noted for its many lakes or 
mountains, any one lake or mountain may not be unique unless it has distinctive attributes that may make 
it especially notable. However, in a region where mountains are unusual, a single prominent peak may 
represent a unique resource. 
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igure 7- Some scenic resources are exceptional due to their distinctive form, their height, or their isolation; or may in 
provide a unique experience such as an opportunity for non-motorized paddling or remote hiking. (Photo credit right: The 
Nature Conservancy) 

Numbers of Users 

Heavily used public areas, such as a heavily traveled road or a popular recreation area, 16 are sometimes 
considered to be more visually sensitive than other areas. Good information about public use may not be 
readily available, but where it is, the amount of use of the particular resource should be compared with 
other similar uses. For example, the use of a hiking trail should be compared with the use of other hiking 
trails, not with the use of a public beach or highway. 17 

d) How will the Project be Seen and Experienced from Identified Viewpoints in the 
Surrounding Area? 
As noted above, project or turbine visibility by itself does not determine the degree of visual 
impact even when seen from highly scenic areas. Field investigation as well as photographic 
and written documentation is necessary to provide an understanding of how the project will be 
seen from public viewpoints. Relevant to this understanding is the proximity of views, the 
duration of views (over time or distance), the number of turbines, the breadth of the view 
occupied by the project, the scenic quality of the view, expectation of users at viewpoints, and 
the prominence of the project or project setting within views. 

The following factors are relevant in determining the degree of visual impact and should be considered 
in assessing visibility effects (see Appendices A, B, and C for further illustrations). 

Project Scale (Size) 
We perceive the size of an object in relation to its surroundings. Vertical scale (apparent height) in 
relation to the associated landmass and horizontal scale (breadth or visible horizontal area occupied 
in views) are relevant considerations in combination with other factors described below. 

16 Specific use data for a resource such as a park, trail, or scenic pullout may not be available. 

17 Arguments have been made that a relative lack of use can contribute to a sense of remoteness, which may be 
a high value for some people. Remoteness (which is a characteristic of wilderness areas) needs to be considered 
separately. Reviewers should rely on public documentation to determine whether remoteness is a value that has 
been specifically identified as an important attribute of the area in question and how any visibility of the proposed 
project might affect these values. 
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Figure 8 
This simulation photograph illustrates a proposed 19-turbine wind project in southern Vermont as viewed from 
Harriman Reservoir at approximately 4 miles away (the number of turbines proposed has since been reduced to 15). 
In this view, 9 2-MW (Gamesa G80) turbines are visible along with approximately 5 older .5 MW turbines (right). The 
simulation illustrates several concepts related to project scale. First, the turbines appear to be lower in overall 
elevation than foreground hills closer to the viewer, thus reducing their prominence. Also, only 9 of the 19 proposed 
turbines are visible from this viewpoint. The photo also provides a useful comparison between the larger 2 MW 
(almost 400 feet at tip of blade) and smaller, older turbines Oust under 200 feet at tip of blade) (Simulation by 

VERA for Iberdrola). 

Despite the height of modern wind turbines, it is difficult for most people to distinguish between a 
200-foot turbine and a 400-foot turbine unless they are side by side. Both appear much larger than 
surrounding trees and buildings. The size becomes relevant only when turbines appear to diminish the 
size and importance of a nearby natural feature such as a ridgeline. Often fewer, higher-output turbines 
(e.g. 2.0+ MW) appear less visually intrusive than an equivalent output using 1.5 MW turbines. 

The higher-rated turbines are only minimally larger in size, but fewer turbines provide an equivalent 
output of power, often resulting in a better aesthetic solution. Simulations are useful in illustrating the 
relative height of turbines in the landscape. Because wind turbines are relatively slender, their overall 
mass is more limited. 

Horizontal scale (breadth of a project) also contributes to the relative prominence of a project throughout 
the region. Certain western and midwestem landscapes can accommodate larger projects better than 
some eastern landscapes, which tend to have a smaller, more intimate scale. All wind projects should be 
appropriately scaled to their local and regional settings. (See also Numbers of Turbines Visible, below.) 
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Figure 9 
1.5 MW wind turbines, part of a 220-turbine wind farm near the town of Peetz in northeastern Colorado. In the western U.S. 
wind projects may include up to 1,000 turbines. 
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Proximity (Distance from the Project) 
In closer proximity, turbines will appear larger, more prominent, and seen more clearly with more visible 
detail. The concepts of foreground, middleground, and background are often used to describe our visual 
experience of the landscape from different distances.18 Due to the size and high visibility of wind turbines, 
the distance zones historically used in visual analysis may need to be reconsidered. Certainly views of 
wind projects in middleground to background areas are an important consideration. 

Turbines viewed at distances of less than Y:z mile (foreground} are likely to have the greatest impacts, 
and viewers will recognize a higher level of detail. At this distance, turbines appear as part of one's 
immediate surroundings. They may also be audible in certain conditions within this distance. 

Between Y:z and 4 miles away (middleground}, turbines are more likely to be seen as part of a larger 
landscape. Nevertheless, landscapes at these distances are often an integral part of a scenic view. 
Beyond 4-5 miles (background}, haze may begin to lend a bluer cast to landforms and objects (less 
so in drier weather conditions}. However, depending on the sensitivity of the viewing area, the 
orientation of views, and the size of the project, adverse visual impacts can occur even at distances 
up to 8 or 10 miles away, and even farther away for more open Midwestern and western landscapes. 

The sense of proximity can be affected by a number of variables, including landscape scale and 
topography. When turbines are seen on the closest ridge to the viewer, for example, they may appear 
very close even at 5 miles away. By contrast, if the turbines appear behind another closer ridge or hill, 

they may seem farther away. 

In general, visual impacts are greater when objects are seen at close range. Wind turbines may be 
seen from 15-25 miles and even farther under optimal atmospheric conditions, but individual turbines 
appear very small at such distances and as small portions of a larger panorama. 

18 The U.S. Forest Service originally referred to foreground areas as within~ mile, middleground as up to 4-5 miles 
away, and background areas as beyond 4 miles. While these distances are still useful in understanding our 
perception of detail in the landscape and how turbines relate to this experience, other factors such as the overall 
visibility and size of the project itself will be equally relevant. See USFS Visual Management System (1974); BLM 
Visual Resource Management Program (1980). 
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Figure 10 - The simulated project (above) is viewed from just under 3 miles. Foreground peaks rise to either side just 
out of the photo frame (see panorama view in Figure 9 below). Since the project appears lower than and behind the 
foreground hills in the panorama below, it appears less prominent. (Simulation by TRC for TransCanada). 

Figure 11 - Panoramic view (note: this image does not conta in t urbines but rather illustrates the context of the 
project ridgeline. 
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Figure 12 - These turbines are viewed at about 4 miles away but are viewed along an adjacent ridge from a similar 
elevation as the observer. (Simulation by Appalachian Trail Conservancy; project layout has since changed). 

Figure 13 - At 4.6 miles, the turbines in this scene are less noticeable due to the rising foreground landforms on 
either side and because they are receding from view into the distance. The lower viewing angle also means that 
lower portions of the turbines are somewhat screened. {Simulation by TRC for TransCanada) 



Figure 14 - This panorama view illustrates a prominent regional focal point to the right (Haystack Mountain in 
Vermont). A proposed wind project would be located along the ridges to the left (see arrows), which appears both 
lower In elevation and less distinctive in form within the view. Other factors that help reduce the overall impacts 
of the project from this scenic viewpoint are the distance from the viewer, the cultural (vs. natural) context of the 
view, and the limited portion of the view occupied by the project. See detail image below (Figure 15). 

Figure 15- Simulation showing proposed wind project along the ridge illustrated above. (Simulation by VERA 
for Iberdrola). 
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View Duration 
View duration refers to how long a project is visible as one drives along a road, paddles along a lake, 
or hikes along a trail. In many cases, views of a project may be intermittent and seen through groupings 
of trees or buildings as a person moves through the landscape, and this may lessen the adverse impacts. 

Duration also is influenced by the speed one is traveling. If one has reason to linger (a public beach 
or mountain summit, for example), the duration will be longer than if one is proceeding along a 
linear corridor. 

As with all considerations, view duration should be evaluated along with other factors such as the 
distance of the project, sensitivity of the viewing area, angle of view, and prominence of the land feature 
involved. 

Angle of View 
When a project will be seen directly ahead, it is likely to be more of a focal point in contrast to being 
viewed to one side. Seeing a project from above usually makes roads and site clearing more visible 
than if seen from below. 

Panoramic vs. Narrow View 
Highly scenic panoramic views may be more sensitive to wind development. However, when one sees a 
project as part of a wide panorama, it may appear to occupy a relatively small part of the view and have 
a lower degree of impact - unless a particular landscape feature or other factors make it a focal point. 
Locations with dramatic panoramic views are often, however, scenic destinations, giving them greater 
sensitivity. Narrow or limited views may provide only a quick glimpse and are often of less concern 
unless the project becomes a focal point from many sequential narrow views. 

Project Relation to Landscape Focal Points 
Distinct cultural or natural focal points often enhance scenic quality. The development of a wind project will 
generally be more adversely perceived if it conflicts with or degrades the visual quality and prominence of 
an important focal point. On the other hand, as long as an important focal point remains a prominent 
feature (by virtue for example of overall elevation, visibility within views, or distance from the project), 
it may help to diminish the prominence of a wind project within the region (see Figure 8). 

Numbers of Turbines Visible and Area of View Occupied 
The number of turbines visible at any one time also affects the prominence or relative scale of a project 
and its degree of impact. Generally, we experience the landscape as a sequence of views (driving along 
a road, paddling down a lake, or hiking along a trail), and the project is likely to appear differently from 
different locations. The area of the view occupied can also be relevant to the degree of visual impact; that 
is, do the turbines occupy a large portion of the view or are they seen as a narrow part of a panoramic 
view? Views of large numbers of turbines from sensitive viewing locations will increase visual impacts. 

Visual Clutter 
The accumulation of diverse built elements on a site, especially elements that contrast with their 
surroundings in form, color, texture, or pattern, can result in visual clutter. While it may seem logical 
to place wind-energy projects in already built landscapes, too much development can result in an 
increasingly chaotic or cluttered landscape. Several different turbine types and sizes can have a similar 
effect. Because wind-energy projects involve the repetition of like elements, they often result in greater 
unity and less clutter than some other types of development. 
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FAA Hazard Lighting 
Hazard lighting is one of the most difficult visual aspects of a wind-energy project to evaluate, but it is 
an increasing concern. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) determines required hazard lighting 
or markings on a case-by-case basis. Usually wind turbines are required ta· be lit at night only (provided 
the turbines are white or off-white) with flashing red (L864) (white L-865 may also be used) located 
every l'2 mile along turbine strings.19 

The nighttime landscape is often observed differently than the daytime landscape as there is less visible 
context and lights are more likely to be seen in isolation. In many landscapes where wind projects have 
been built or proposed, there currently is little night lighting. While red lights have less contrast than 
white lights in the night sky, they differ markedly from colors typically observed in the night landscape; 
the flashing on and off makes them particularly noticeable. Of greatest concern will be visibility from 
outdoor areas where night use occurs and there is an expectation of a natural landscape setting such as 
from natural parks or primitive camping areas. 

Lighting is most intense when seen from above due to a -1° cutoff on light fixtures. Since hazard lighting 
only needs to be seen, not light up an entire area, it is of relatively low intensity and is less likely to affect 
dark skies. 

In areas where there is high sensitivity to views of lights, consideration has been given to Audio Visual 
Warning Systems in which lights remain off but are activated by motion at a certain distance away.20 

This type of system is more expensive to install but could help reduce concerns about wind energy 
projects in certain areas.21 

Shadow Flicker 
Shadow flicker occurs when the sun is shining directly behind a wind turbine and the turning blades 
cast moving or flickering shadows on nearby residences or public use areas. This occurs only during 
low sun angles and usually only a few hours per year, but it can present an annoyance to nearby 
residents. Shadow flicker can be a health risk if the shadow flicker reaches certain frequencies (hertz). 
Modern turbines turn too slowly to trigger epileptic seizures, but combined shadows from overlapping 
turbine blades could increase the overall frequency. The potential number of hours per year that 
shadow flicker is likely to occur at nearby homes can be modeled using specialized software. 
Guidelines often permit a maximum of 20-30 hours per year. Since the overall effect diminishes with 
distance, some states require setbacks to minimize the effects of shadow flicker on residences and 
properties. Often, setbacks are established to address a combination of shadow flicker, noise, and 
safety issues. 

19 See: http:ljwww.airporttech.tc.faa.gov/safetv/downloads/TNOS-50.pdf 

20 One system that is currently in use for a range of different project types such as transmission lines, airports and 
hydroelectric projects is the Obstacle Collision Avoidance System (OCAS). The system has received FAA approval 
for at least one wind energy installation. 

21 This system has not yet been used in the United States. For more information, see www.ocasinc.com. 

0 Clean r v 
Stotes Allior ice 2.6 



STEP 2: Determination of Whether the Project's Impacts are 
Unreasonable 

Once a wind project's visual impacts are clearly described as suggested in step one, it is then possible to 

make an informed determination as to whether or not these impacts rise to the level of "undue" or 

"unreasonable." Three useful criteria are: 

a. does the project violate a clear written standard intended to protect the scenic values or aesthetics 
of the area or a particular scenic resource; 

b. does the project dominate views from highly sensitive viewing areas or within the study area as a 
whole; and/or 

c. has the developer failed to take reasonable measures to mitigate significant or avoidable impacts 
of the project? 

a. Inconsistent with Clear Written Aesthetic Standard22 

Public documents that identify and describe aesthetic or scenic resources are invaluable to developers, 
concerned citizens, and to permitting bodies as they can provide clear guidance as to the particular values 
of natural and cultural landscape features. Relevant documentation can be found in state law or local, 
regional, state, or national planning documents. Citations within publically adopted planning documents to 
studies or reports may also be relevant as a written aesthetic standard. 

To be considered an aesthetic "standard," however, there must be clear and unambiguous language as to 
particular aesthetic values that are to be protected. The standard should be based on a rigorous aesthetic 
study performed with input from professional planners or landscape architects. A document establishing 
an aesthetic standard should be specific enough to clearly identify the particular regional or state resource 
or particular viewpoint and the features within the view that are specifically valued and why. It should be 
noted that outright bans of wind projects in particular locations by zoning or town plans are not the 
equivalent of an aesthetic standard. Also, vague or general statements in planning documents {for 
example, statements about protecting views generally along a scenic corridor or protecting rural character 
in a community) do not provide meaningful guidance upon which to evaluate the value and importance of 
scenic resources potentially affected by a wind project, and do not constitute an aesthetic standard as 
defined in this report. 

In order to be considered a clear written standard, documentation of the aesthetic resource should have 

the following characteristics: 

22 The three criteria outlined here have been modified from similar criteria used by the State of Vermont. Under 
Vermont's Act 250 land use law, the Environmental Board has adopted the so-called Quechee test, which has been 
employed also by the Vermont Public Service Board in reviewing the aesthetics of an energy generating facility, 
such as a wind project. For explanation of this Vermont regulatory test, see In re Amended Petition of UPC 
Vermont Wind, LLC, Docket 7156, Order of 8/8/2007 at 64-65. The use of a "clear written standard" places 
responsibility on communities and state agencies to clearly define the resources they wish to protect through a 
public process. Established documentation that was in place prior to consideration of a wind project should hold 
greater weight than recently adopted standards designed to prevent wind energy projects. 
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• The standard and related documentation should be based on a rigorous scenic value 
study performed by objective professional planners or landscape architects. 

• The documentation should clearly and specifically identify the particular scenic or aesthetic 
resource of regional or state significance that would be potentially affected by 
development. 

• The documentation should clearly and specifically identify the scenic or visual characteristics 
of the resource that are valued (they must be scenic or aesthetic values, not just recreational, 
cultural, or historic values). 

• The documentation should provide specific guidance as to what types of development might 
affect the resource visually and what steps might be possible to mitigate the visual impacts. 

• The documentation should be in, or referenced by, a publically adopted plan at the local, 
state, or federal level. 

For illustration purposes, here is a hypothetical example of how an aesthetic standard might be 
established and relevant to a wind project: 

A statewide study of lakes and ponds is conducted that identifies relative scenic attributes 
of lakes and ponds over a certain size. The study's stated purpose is to protect the scenic 
resource values of these lakes and ponds. The relative scenic quality is divided into three 
categories based upon clear and identified criteria. Important landscape features are 
identified in a written description of each lake or pond, and in some cases particular 
mountains are identified as significant contributors to scenic quality. The study is cited or 
included in a state planning document that is used by the state development siting review 
board. A wind project is proposed near a lake that is rated by the statewide study as a lake of 
very high scenic quality and noted as being a very intact natural landscape with minimal 
surrounding development. The ridge on which the project would be located is identified in the 
study as a contributing feature. The proposed wind project would be visible in relatively close 
proximity to the lake and its users. This scenario would likely be considered a violation of a 
clear written aesthetic standard. 

b. High Degree of Dominance: Would the project dominate views from highly sensitive viewing 
areas or within the region as a whole? 

The evaluation above (Step 1) identifies the adverse impacts that will result from the project. If, using the 
Step 1 information, a project dominates the views from highly sensitive viewpoints to such an extent that it 
would significantly harm scenic resources that are clearly valued within the region, it is likely to have 
unreasonable or undue visual impacts. 

In evaluating the impacts of development, use contrast as a typical evaluative criteria. The "contrast9 of 
many development projects can be softened through changes in form, color, or through vegetative 
screening. These are not options available with most wind projects. Wind turbines inherently result in a 
high degree of contrast due to their visual characteristics {large scale, white color, moving blades) and 
required siting locations (rural landscapes, often higher elevations). The d~gree of contrast may be useful 
to examine, but only as part of a number of other considerations (described above).23 The concepts of 

23 Contrast can be useful in evaluating many types of development projects within cultural landscape contexts such 
as housing developments, transmission line corridors, and forestry practices and can be used to examine the 
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degree of prominence and dominance may be more useful, because they examine how a wind project will 

be seen within its context- not in terms of color, form, or texture, but rather by its overall visibility, its 
relationship to specific valued landscape features, and the expectation of users. "Dominance" may occur 
from multiple views, from a single highly sensitive scenic resource, or from a combination 
of views from several high-value scenic resources. It may occur as a result of a high number of turbines being 

visible in relative close proximity from several highly sensitive vantage points. "Dominance" occurs when the 
project would cause a change in the balance or feel of the character of the surrounding area or create a 
very dominant focal point that detracts from other important natural or cultural focal points. 24 

The following factors affect the degree of dominance, but it is nearly always a combination of these factors 
that results in unreasonable visual impacts. 

Viewed in Close Proximity 
The closer a project is located to the viewer, the larger and more dominant the turbines are likely to 
appear. As noted above, "proximity" is a relative term given the size of wind turbines and will depend on 

the characteristics of the landscape. In mountainous areas, turbines located on the next ridgeline may be 
5 miles away, but they still appear "adjacent" or "proximate.• If the project is seen along a ridgeline behind 

more proximate ridgelines, the appearance of "proximity" may be reduced. 

Long Duration of View 
High visibility over a long distance or time period from publically accessible resources will exacerbate 
impacts. Speed of travel by the viewer may also make a difference as well in determining the relative 

dominance of a wind project. For example, a wind project viewed for one-half mile along a roadway while 
traveling at 60 mph in a car is likely to be less dominant than seeing the project for one-half mile while 

hiking along an open alpine ridgeline. Views from places where one might linger, such as a remote 
campsite, mountain summit, or a public beach, will also result in longer viewing duration (although with 
varying viewer expectations}. 

Expectation for Natural or Intact Landscape Setting25 

A landscape where users expect an experience of a natural setting may result in much greater visual impact from 

a wind project. Levels of expectation vary. For example, expectations for a natural setting are lower for lakes and 
ponds with camps and motorboats or for trails within areas of frequent logging, as compared to primitive 

campsites where only low rpm motorboats are allowed or on hiking trails within protected landscapes. 

overall degree to which wind energy projects alter the landscape. Despite the high degree of contrast, there is 
evidence to suggest that many people find wind energy projects attractive. Their simplicity of form, repetition of 
like objects, and easy functional readability (the movement of the blades makes the wind visible) may contribute 
to their appeal. Nevertheless the focus of appropriateness should be on the inherent aesthetic values of the site 
itself and how a project is viewed in the landscape. 

23 In some instances a wind project can become a dominant feature in the landscape in a positive way such as the 
graceful arc of wind turbines in Copenhagen, Denmark's harbor. In otherwise featureless landscapes, a wind 
project may become a visual feature that contributes diversity. 

25 Other conditions might exist in which there would be an expectation of minimal landscape alteration. A 
designated historic landscape could provide such an example provided documentation of the resource clearly 
identifies visual or scenic quality of the landscape as critical to the reason for its historic designation. 
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Unique Scenic Resource 
All scenic resources have distinctive characteristics, but some stand out due to their distinctive form, 
vegetative patterns, isolation, or other factors. Often these are prominent landmarks or unique focal points 
in the landscape and may be well-known state or national destinations for recreationists. 

Project Viewed Directly Ahead in Typical Direction of Travel 
When a wind project is viewed directly ahead over extended distances, it is more likely to become a focal 
point in the landscape. This factor alone does not create an unreasonable visual impact, but in 
combination with other factors listed here (duration, viewer expectations, numbers of turbines visible, etc.) 
it may create an excessive dominance in the surrounding landscape. 

Large Numbers of Turbines Visible in Many Views 
Where numerous turbines are seen from many highly sensitive viewpoints, impacts are likely to be 
exacerbated, especially in combination with the other factors described here. How a project is seen varies 
considerably from site to site. In diverse terrain, a project may come in and out of view with only a few 
turbines seen from most viewing areas. And what constitutes a "large number of turbines" is relative to the 
context. Some landscapes can accommodate larger numbers of turbines due to existing landscape 
character, complexity, and scale. Some landscapes can accommodate hundreds of turbines, while in 
others the difference between 15 and 40 turbines may be significant. Turbines can fit well in many types of 
landscapes. However, even within the flat to rolling agricultural landscapes of the country, in which wind 
turbines and farming may seem a logical combination, aesthetic impact issues may arise when the 
number of turbines overwhelms the immediate context. 

c. Mitigation Measures Taken: Has the developer failed to take reasonable measures to 
mitigate the Impacts of the project? 

Some visual impacts will be inevitable with any wind energy project. However, best practices can often be 
incorporated into the design and siting of a project to reduce its visual impacts to a reasonable degree. If 
an evaluation indicates that there are documented and important scenic values that are negatively 
affected by the project's degree of dominance, appropriate mitigation measures may be available to 
reduce the impacts to a reasonable level. For wind energy projects, appropriate initial siting is the most 
important variable in minimizing visual impacts. 

Appropriate Siting: This critical mitigation technique involves avoiding a site that is located within 
areas of regionally valued and highly scenic resources. Selecting a site that can comfortably 
accommodate the proposed number of turbines without visually overwhelming sensitive scenic resources 
is critical to wind project planning. Appropriate siting may also need to address potential issues of 
cumulative impacts so that a particular area or landscape is not overburdened with wind-energy 
development. 

Additional mitigation measures that should be considered to reduce otherwise unreasonable visual 
impacts include: 

Downsizing: Reducing the scale of the project (numbers of turbines or height of turbines) may help a 
visually dominant project fit more comfortably into its context and surroundings. In some locations, even a 
small number of turbines may be particularly prominent from sensitive viewpoints, or the overall scale of 
the project may overwhelm the particular land form or surrounding landscape. The height difference 
between a 200-foot turbine and a 360-foot turbine {hub or nacelle height) can be difficult to perceive. 
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However, size may make a difference if the height of the landform begins to be overwhelmed by the 
height of the turbines. Often, fewer, larger turbines can result in a better visual outcome than a larger 
number of small turbines. 

Relocation: Relocation of several of the most prominent turbines in an overall proposed project 
layout may be sufficient to avoid proximity to residences or visual prominence from sensitive viewing 
areas. For example, turbines may appear particularly dominant when they appear at the top of a nearby 
prominent peak. On the oth'er hand, moving turbines entirely off a ridge to a lower elevation often results 
in minimal aesthetic benefit but a fairly significant reduction in energy production. 

Lighting: Lighting impacts often are of concern to residents and recreational users and should be 
minimized to the greatest extent possible. The lighting requirements are usually determined by FAA, 
however, and developers may have limited control. Any new technologies or modification of FAA lighting 
requirements that can further reduce lighting for wind turbines ideally should be incorporated into design 
standards where feasible. 

Turbine Pattern: In most cases, turbines are located to take advantage of small rises in the land or 
other site features that determine their pattern or organization on the ground. Some studies suggest that 
turbine configurations can be designed to respond in meaningful or visually pleasing ways to their 
surroundings. For example, a less rigid or linear arrangement may be preferable even in flatter terrain. 
Simulations provide a useful way to study the effects of different turbine patterns from sensitive viewing 
areas. 

Infrastructure Design, Siting, and Screening: Careful siting of project infrastructure such as 
roads, substations, transmission and collector lines, and project buildings is important to reducing visual 
impacts. Generally, it is advisable to screen project infrastructure from view to the greatest extent 
feasible. Indigenous plants typical of the area should be used where plantings are needed to provide 
screening. Project roads may require considerable cut and fill, especially in more rugged terrain. 
Therefore, siting and design of roads and other infrastructure to minimize off-site visibility from visually 
sensitive areas should be an important consideration. 

Color: A recent FAA study showed that daytime lighting could be eliminated provided that turbines 
are white. White often is regarded as more cheerful and less industrial than other colors, which may be 
part of the reason some people find wind turbines more visually appealing than, for example, cell towers. 
Bright patterns and obvious logos should be avoided. Use of unobtrusive col9rs to minimize contrast is 
important for other project infrastructure such as operations buildings, transmission support poles, and 
road surface materials. In general, darker colors are less noticeable when viewed against a vegetated 

background. 

Maintenance: Studies show that people find wind turbines more visually appealing when the blades 
are rotating than when they are still. 26 Requirements for prompt repairs of wind turbines can be part of 
permit requirements. The replacement of wind turbines with visually different wind turbines can result in 
visual clutter, so replacing wind turbines with the same or a visually similar model over the lifetime of the 
project may be an important requirement. 

26 Pasqualetti, MJ., P. Gipe, and R.W. Righter, eds. 2002. Wind Power in View: Energy Landscapes in a Crowded 

World. San Diego: Academic Press. 
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Effective Decommissioning Plan: Once a project or individual turbine can no longer function, 
requirements for removing the project infrastructure and reclaiming the site are important. 

Non-Reflective Materials: Use of materials that will minimize light reflection should be used for all 
project components. 

Minimizing Vegetation Removal: Existing vegetation should be retained to the greatest extent 
possible. Vegetation should be retained along roads and around turbine pads, substations, and other 
project infrastructure. 

Burial and Sensitive Siting of Power Lines: Collector lines are often buried between turbines, 
and this is especially important where they could be visible from adjacent scenic or high-elevation 
locations. Burial of transmission lines is extremely costly but may be warranted in unusually sensitive 
scenic locations. Collector and transmission lines should be sited to avoid views of cleared right-of-ways 
from scenic public viewing areas. Small trees can be retained or planted at intersections with scenic road 
corridors and other scenic viewing locations to help screen views of the transmission line corridor. 

1~~ •..._ -~ -- ' \ .., • ~ .~ .... ~:· l_·r,.:- ··. .· •;' .... • ,.. "J~- '~ • :. . .,z - •• ·1 

11. Additional Considerations21 

A. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SURVEYS 

Communities around the country have used a range of techniques for eliciting public opinions about 
proposed wind projects and their local impacts, but the effectiveness of these approaches needs further 
study. 

Much of what we know about public reactions to wind energy projects is anecdotal. Statistically valid and 
independently conducted pre- and post-construction surveys can provide useful information about public 
perceptions of wind-energy projects and help determine what factors are important in public perceptions. 
One of the few such surveys was conducted by James Palmer for the Searsburg Wind Project in 

Searsburg, Vermont.25 More recently, Palmer developed a survey to evaluate both the amount of use 
and attitudes of hikers to a viewpoint on Spruce Mountain in Maine. Such surveys are commonly 
conducted in Europe, but much less often in the U.S. 

While such surveys can provide useful data in understanding user attitudes, they must be carefully 
designed by an independent professional to avoid bias. Findings made from one locality or project can 

27 In addition to the considerations discussed in this report, two related issues that are not addressed are noise and 
cumulative impacts. Noise impacts are generally evaluated in detail and although they are an aesthetic 
consideration, noise is often considered under review of health or air quality impacts. Many states also are 
beginning to address the issue of cumulative impacts. Few comprehensive examples exist in the U.S. of effective 
cumulative impact analysis or methodologies (but see Angus Windfarms: Landscape capacity and Cumulative Impacts 
Study (http://www.angus.gov.uk/DevControl/LandscapeCapacityandCumulativelmpactAssessmentFinal.pdf). 
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be difficult to transfer to another situation, with different landscape characteristics or community 
attitudes. 

B. NUMERICAL ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS 

In some instances, numerical or scoring systems have been developed to evaluate development. 
projects. These systems can work for evaluating the visual effects of some kinds of developments where 
variables are very limited.28 However, for utility-scaled wind energy projects that are visible over large 
areas and from many types of landscapes and scenic resources, the visual evaluation required is much 
too complex to make numerical assessments systems useful. For example, the assignment of a generic
type score, such as "moderate impacr vs. "high impact, a does not provide meaningful information to the 
decision maker unless it is clearly explained how the project is seen, in what context, and what the value 
of the resource is. In contrast, the strength and merits of a written visual analysis rely on a qualified or 
informed person preparing the evaluation to present his/her arguments in a logical fashion, 
addressing specific site and project characteristics and effects in a manner that informs the judgment 
of a reviewing body. 

. . . ·' . 

In some states, a panel of experts is asked to review the visual impacts of a particular project in addition 
to an aesthetic impact professional hired by the developer. This approach can provide a more robust and 
diverse discussion of the issues than is presented by a single analyst. Other states hire an independent 
professional to review the work prepared by the expert hired by a developer. 

28 The author developed a numerical evaluation system for small wind turbines (for individual use): see Siting a 
Wind Turbine on Your Property: Putting Two Good Things Together, Small Wind Technology & Vermont's Scenic 
landscape, Public Service Board, December 2002. 
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Conclusion 

Wind energy projects can be integrated successfully into many types of landscapes, from town centers to 
agricultural landscapes to mountain ridges. Siting of larger projects usually occurs where access to good 
wind resources and available transmission facilities exist. Sometimes those locations also intersect with 
highly valued scenic resources. As in all natural resource evaluations, decisions regarding a project's 
appropriateness will be complex and difficult, requiring the balancing of competing interests and values. 
But at the same time, they can be based on good information, logically articulated, and the result of an 
effective methodology informed with meaningful criteria - as described in this report. 
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APPENDIX A 

Principles for Determining Scenic Quality 

The degree of existing scenic quality is usually correlated with landscape diversity- the more natural 
diversity, generally, the greater the scenic quality. Landscape diversity can be evaluated through a 
reasonably objective process and will be relative to other landscapes at the local, regional, state, or 
national level. The following are factors and principles often considered for determining scenic quality. 

Visual Diversity (Variety Type}: The US Forest Service uses the term "variety class" to describe a 
fundamental principle of landscape aesthetics: the greater the variety or diversity in the landscape, the 
more scenic it is likely to be. See USFS Visual Management System (1974 }. For example, landscapes 
with greater diversity in vegetation and topography are more likely to be scenic than flat landscapes with 
uniform vegetation. Water features such as rivers or ponds tend to add diversity as do natural rock 
outcroppings. The principle of visual diversity relating to scenic quality holds for both natural and built 
landscapes. High scenic quality often results from the contrast among landscape features such as field 
and forest, steep and flat or rolling terrain, village and countryside. Particularly dramatic landscape 
features often stand out due to their contrast in form, line, color or pattern (texture} . 

. nMo~ 

Increasing Scenic Quality 

Intactness (Order): Landscapes in which there is a clear underlying order or logic tend to be more 
visually appealing. Natural landscapes exhibiting little evidence of human alteration (e.g. an intact 
prairie landscape} are likely to have high visual as well as natural value. In the human (built} 
landscapes, too much diversity can lead to visual chaos or clutter; for example, strip development in 
which every business vies for one's attention by looking different from its neighbor. However, 
landscapes that retain nineteenth- or early twentieth-century landscape patterns are often visually 
appealing in their simplicity and clear connections of use to the land itself. Sometimes wind projects 
can work well in such landscape because the use of natural resources (farming} can appear 
consistent with the "farming" of the wind resource. Wind projects may also tend to fit reasonably well 
into some cultural landscapes because the repetition of identical elements (turbines} tends to create a 
sense of order that is often less characteristic of other types of development. It should also be noted, 
however, that in some situations, highly intact cultural landscapes with historic associations are designated as 
historic landscapes, and may also be noted for their scenic values, causing challenges for the appropriate siting 
of wind projects. 

0 

Focal Point: Focal points are elements in the landscape that stand out due to their contrasting 
shape (form}, color or pattern. Often distinct focal points enhance scenic quality. They can be 
natural elements such as a lake, river or mountain; or they can be built elements such as an 
important public building, or a central town green. Some focal points are locally important, while 
others are regionally important and become landmarks that are visible from many vantage points. 
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Appropriate siting and design can often prevent wind projects from becoming domineering 

regional focal points. Development should not conflict with or degrade important regional focal 

points. 

Unique Visual Resources: There are visual resources that may not meet the threshold of highly 

scenic or sensitive, but that may have visual value due to the uniqueness of the resources. Examples 
include a scenic lake limited to non-motorized boat travel, or large tracks of wild or undeveloped land 
(which might even appear bleak and desolate). Some historic landscapes may also fall into the 
category of unique resources. When such values are publically recognized and documented, they may 
be relevant to the evaluation of the visual affect of development projects. 

Note: 
The US Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the Federal Highway Administration have 
developed systems for evaluating scenic quality which may also provide guidance. See USFS Visual 
Management System (1974); BLM Visual Resource Management Program (1980); FHWA Visual 
Assessment of Highway Projects, Publication FHWA-Hl-88-054. All are based upon similar concepts. For 
example, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) uses the following criteria to determine scenic quality: 
Visual Qualitv = Vividness + Intactness + Unity 

Vividness: The memorability of the visual impression received from contrasting landscape elements (land form, 
water form, vegetative form, and human built form) as they combine to form a striking and distinctive visual 
pattern. 

CleanE rgy 
:)totes Alliance 



APPENDIXB 

Illustrations of Simulations 

The following simulations illustrate several different approaches to visualization of a project in its 
surroundings. The first example (Figure 1) shows a page layout with relevant data about the viewpoint 
location, turbine type and dimensions, viewing distance and other technical data. The next several 
simulations (Figures 2-3) illustrate the difference between a "normal view" taken at 50mm versus the 
digital equivalent and panorama views. A normal view provides the most accurate way to represent a 
photographic simulation on typical paper or computer screen sizes. Simulation images are best viewed at 
arm's length (about 23") at an approximate size of 8.5x16,8, or at poster size from 4-5 feet away. Viewed 
in this manner, they should accurately represent the size of the turbines as they will appear from the 
specific viewpoint. 

The images below are slightly smaller, but they represent the correct proportions. Comparing the normal 
views with the panorama views it is evident that both the turbines and the landforms on which they occur 
seem smaller in the latter view. Panorama views are useful in illustrating the larger context but not in 
providing an accurate portrayal of turbine size. Figures 4a and 4b compare a photographic simulation in 
which the turbines are superimposed on a photographic image with a similar view that is an entirely 
digitally constructed image. Digital images can be easily manipulated to illustrate a range of atmospheric 
conditions, and varying viewing positions including "fly-through" sequences. The last image illustrates a 
simulation which includes project roads (Figure 5). 

The simulations were provided by the following firms or individuals: TRC in Augusta, Maine and Lowell, 
Massachusetts; Saratoga Associates (New York); Terrance J. Dewan & Associates (Maine); Matt 
Robinson of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (West Virginia); Erik Crews of the US Forest Service; 
and James Zack of Xtra Spacial Communications (New York). 
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---·----··· ·-------~---

\' iewpoint 11 
Deerfield Wind Project Route JOO in lleartwellvilk (Readsboro) Fl'hrnary 2010 

Figure B - 1. Example of Photographic Simulation Page Layout Including Relevant Technical Information 

Clean ~ n• :·r 
States All1once 

..,._ifrl L.oul"Cli: "'~"" "' '..ni l '' N~ \ rrmor.1 
l'r•JKI Utwripl••· l·1h o .. w11e.1 ' " ' '·"'d i"'' t ... 1111. ..... 1 (f ~ ., .. 
\I\\ mitur~ ~ .., 1t.t· 1 .iw.m k ..t; \: .1rnl ~., .hi < 1o11n~ ... t .ai '; \I \\ 
lo.-rbu"' ·•"l llk· \\ , IC'f1 1 MiJ .'l. 

------·-· -·-
~.!.'!L_ ____ _ 

,.,_,_ ~6 ! '~~\"'Ml"""'''----
. .!t.!o-_~----'" 

38 



Figure B - 2. Simulation of a 5-turbine wind project in Georgia Vermont from a public road at a distance of approximately .7 miles 
(to closest turbine). Two frames were required to illustrate the entire project as a normal view (see Figure B - 3 below). 
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Figure B - 3. This photograph overlaps the one above with only the turbine on the right out of the photo above. Compare Figure B - 2 and Figure B - 3 photos with the 
panorama view below in Figure B - 4. 
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Figure B - 4. This panorama view is useful in illustrating the larger context, but the turbines appear smaller than they do in the "normal view" simulations above 
(Figures B-2 and B-3). 
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Figure B- 5. Normal view of wind turbines from a mountain top in Maine at a distance of approximately 7.7 miles from the closest turbine (note: the turbine layout has been 
revised for this project) . 
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Figure B - 6. Panorama view from viewpoint above. Note that while the simulation illustrates a broader context, individual landforms and the project appear smaller in this 
image. 
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Figure 8 - 7. Simulation from mountain summit in Maine illustrating turbine placement on a SOmm (or digital equivalent) photograph. 
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Exhibit "D-West" 
Simulation of Redington Wind Energy Project 

Viewpoint #3, Appalachian Trail at Saddleback Jr 
Distance to nearest turbine 4.1 mlles (Black Nubble complex) 
Number of turbines visible. 16 (plus 12 seen on Exhibit "D-East•) 
Overall turbine height: 410 feet 
New road construction visible: Yes 
Horizontal field of view 38 6 degrees 
Equivalent focal length: 50mm 

Note To replicate ·real-world" scale, simulation 
should be viewed 21 Inches from eye when 
displayed In 10· x 15· rormat 

Simulation Produced by Erik Cntwa 
USDA Forest Service 
July 12. 2006 

Figure B - 8. Illustration of a digitally created image from the same viewpoint above. 
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APPENDIX C 

Simulated Views of Wind Projects at Varying Distances 

The following images illustrate wind projects viewed at distances ranging from 0.7 miles to 17 miles. 
Simulations at distances greater than 8 miles are more difficult to portray. The turbines occupy too few 
pixels for adequate detail and clarity unless extremely high resolution photographs and printing 
techniques are used. The simulations were prepared by the following firms: Saratoga Associates, 
Vermont Environmental Research Associates, and TRC. 
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APPENDIXD 

Height Comparison of Familiar Objects 

Size of objects in the landscape is always experienced in relation to their surroundings (mountains, trees, buildings) and will appear 
differently depending on d_istance away and angle of view (see photographic illustrations throughout the report). The graph be low compares 
the actual size of a typical 3 MW wind turbine with other familiar objects. 
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APPENDIXE 

Case Studies 

The following case studies provide a description of aesthetic issues involved in a number of wind project 
regulatory review proceedings. The cases outlined below were among the more controversial projects that 
have been reviewed by state and local regulators. There are many other examples of projects that were 
approved with relatively minimal public concern. There also are instances in which projects were 
withdrawn due to strong public opposition. It should also be noted that developers now are often very 
willing to find ways to alter projects to make them more acceptable and to improve public relations. 

Redington Wind Project/Black Nubble Wind Project 
Redington Township, Maine 

Project Denied by the Maine Land Use Regulatory Commission 

The Redington Wind Project was proposed by Maine Mountain Power LLC (MMP), initially as a 90 MW 
project consisting of 30 wind turbines. The turbines were to be located along two ridgelines: Redington 
Mountain (3,984 feet in elevation) and Black Nubble (3,670 feet}, east of Rangeley and south of Stratton, 
Maine. The project was later scaled back to involve only 18 proposed wind turbines (54 MW) along the 
Black Nubble ridgeline. 

The Appalachian Trail runs along a series of ridges to the south and east of the proposed project, and 
approximately30 miles of trail are located within 10 miles of the project, including 10 peaks with open 
views toward the project. The National Park Service (NPS), the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and 
Appalachian Trail Club were interveners in opposition to the proposed project. The project was reviewed 
by the Maine Land Use Regulatory Commission, which denied the permit for the project, agreeing with 
the concerns raised by the NPS. See in re: Maine Mountain Power, LCC, Denial of Zoning Petition ZP 702, 
Maine LURC Findings of Fact and Decision, June 6, 2007. 

Principal concerns noted in the Commission's Decision were that the Appalachian Trail (AT} arced 
around the proposed project and the project would be visible from numerous high-elevation alpine 
summits and other openings along a 50-mile section of the AT including 6 open ridges at distances 
ranging from 3 to 6.5 miles away. This portion of the AT contains 7 of Maine's 13 highest peaks and is 
noted as one of the most remote and scenic sections of the entire length of the AT. In addition to the 
establishment of a mile-wide protected corridor along the AT, considerable additional land protection 
efforts have occurred over many decades in the immediate area, contributing to a sense of remoteness 
along this section of trail. In addition to the turbines, the roads would also be visible from many high
elevation vantage points. While two ski areas are located on two mountains in close proximity to the AT, 
visibility of these ski areas is very limited from the trail. This is the result, in part, of specific agreements 
made between the ski areas and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. The AT is also noted as a highly 
valued resource providing opportunities for primitive hiking experiences in the Land Use Regulatory 
Commission's Comprehensive Plan, the State Trails Act, and the Flagstaff Regional Plan. 

Numerous development projects have been proposed near the AT, which had not been opposed by any 
of the trail groups. It was the particular characteristics of this site that raised concerns. 
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The case illustrates that there are highly sensitive scenic locations in which a wind project will present 
undue adverse visual impacts that cannot be mitigated adequately. Developers should avoid siting 
turbines and infrastructure in locations that are highly visible and that involve significant, well
recognized scenic values, as established by state and federal designations and that conflict with 
specific land use management standards that call for protection of these specific scenic public values. 

UPC Vermont Wind, Sheffield, Vermont 
Project Approved, but Modified 

The Vermont Public Service Board (PSB) approved a 16-turbine, 40 MW project In 2007 in the town of 
Sheffield, Vermont. Originally, the project was also proposed along ridges within the Town of Sutton, but 
opposition to the project from Sutton led the developer to remove the turbines within that township. 

The project area is a rural area typical of much of Vermont. Interstate 91 runs in close proximity, and the 
project will be visible from portions of this highway. The most sensitive visual resource from which nearly 
the entire project will be directly visible is Crystal Lake State Park, a day-use area with a sandy beach. 
The project will be located approximately 5.6 miles from the State Park beach. The Vermont Public 
Service Board (PSB) noted: 

The landscape at Crystal Lake State Park is highly scenic, with rock cliff shorelines and 
smooth, reflective water. In the foreground is an open viewshed, and in the background is 
the ridgeline upon which the Project would be located. That ridgeline serves as the visual 
terminus of the park. Crystal Lake, with its presently unaltered mountain background, is 
symbolic of Vermont's landscape. 

See in re Amended Petition of UPC Vermont Wind, LLC, Docket 7156, Order of 8/8/2007, Finding 185. 

However, despite finding that the area had important scenic values, the PSB determined that "the majority 
of the views of the Project are from a distance such that the size would not be overwhelming.· Id. at 69. 
Other factors that the Board considered in approving the Project were that (1) the foreground landscape 
is a cultural landscape, with motorboats, jet skis, camps, parking areas, changing areas and other 
development; (2) the project would occupy only a portion of the background view, and (3) the developer 
had taken steps, including painting the proposed turbines colors to blend more easily with the sky, siting 
the project near an existing transmission line, and placing the turbines and associated infrastructure to 
minimize the aesthetic impact of the project. Id. at 68-69. 

In the case, the Town of Sutton argued that the Northeastern Vermont Development Association Regional 
Plan provided a "clear written community standard intended to protect scenic resources or aesthetics of 
the area" by indicating that the location where the project is proposed is a "rural area" district in which 
there should be "little commercial or industrial development unless it occurs in an established industrial 
park in an area specifically designated in the local zoning law." However, the PSB determined that the 
language of the regional plan did not constitute a clear, written community standard but rather a "high-level 
planning documentthat does not identify specific areas or views that should be protected." Moreover, the 
PSB noted that the Plan's language was not specifically written to protect aesthetics or scenic beauty. Id. 
at 66. 

The Town of Sutton further argued that views of the project from the Crystal Lake bathhouse, which is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Sites, would violate a document written by the Vermont Division 
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of Historic Preservation entitled "Criteria for Evaluating the Effect of Telecommunications Facilities on 
Historic Resources," which should constitute a "clear written community standard." However, the PSB 
found that the State's documentation for the historic values of the Bathhouse did not identify specific 
scenic resources worthy of protection. 

The Vermont case provides several lessons: 

• A regulatory review board's review of a wind project's visual impacts can be significantly 
improved and designed to reach objective visual determinations if the regulatory body employs 
an established methodology and clear criteria, which allows all stakeholders to offer relevant, 
meaningful evidence on the project's aesthetic impacts, and ensures a transparent decision. 

• Careful siting and layout of a wind project to ensure the project is in the background and distant 
from scenic focal points can significantly reduce potential aesthetic impacts. 

• Communities should develop clear, written community standards that specify specific scenic 
resources that deserve consideration in the development review process to have a meaningful 
voice in guiding the siting of wind projects. 

• There are many reasonable steps that developers can take to reduce the visual impacts of wind 
projects and improve the project's harmony with its surroundings, such as avoiding highly 
prominent, scenic resources; minimizing lighting impacts, and carefully siting infrastructure to 
reduce its visibility through screening or micro-siting techniques. 

For more information see Final Order: htto://www.state.vt.us/psb/document1715&uocl1156finalorder.pdf 
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Clean Energy Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA) is a national nonprofit 

coalition of state clean energy funds and programs working together to 

develop and promote clean energy technologies and markets. CESA 

provides information sharing, technical assistance services and a 

collaborative network for its members by coordinating multi-state 

efforts, leveraging funding for projects and research, and assisting 

members with program development and evaluation. 

Many states across the U.S. have established public benefit funds to 

support the deployment and commercialization of clean energy 

technologies. Eighteen states make up the core base of CESA 

membership. Though these clean energy funds, states are investing 

hundreds of millions of public dollars each year to stimulate the 

technology innovation process, moving wind, solar, biomass, and 

hydrogen technologies out ofthe laboratory and toward wider use and 

application in business, residential, agricultural, community and 

industrial settings. State clean energy funds are pioneering new 

investment models and demonstrating leadership to create practical 

clean energy solutions for the 21st century. 

Founded in 2003, CESA, managed by Clean Energy Group, is 

headquartered in Montpelier, Vermont, with staff based in Washington, 

D.C. and Philadelphia. 
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r· ANTRIM J W I ND ENERGY LLC 

Town of Antrim 
c/o Board of Selectmen 
66 Main Street 
Antrim, NH 03440 

Re: Agreement on Greg Lake Enhancement Payment 

Dear Members of the Board of Selectmen: 

• EXHIBIT 

I AW£ M 
i!! 

This letter sets forth the understandings and agreement between Antrim Wind Energy, llC 
("AWE") and the Town of Antrim concerning a one-time payment by AWE to the Town of Antrim as 
compensation for any perceived visual impacts created by the Antrim Wind Project ("Project'') upon the 
Gregg lake area. 

As you are aware, the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee ("SEC") has voted to deny the 
Project's application for a certificate of site and facility due to the Project's anticipated aesthetic 
impacts. During the SEC's hearings and deliberations on the Antrim Wind Project, the Project's aesthetic 
impact on Gregg lake was identified as an area of concern. Once the SEC's written order is issued, AWE 
intends to file a motion for rehearing along with a proposal to specifically address visual impacts, the 
details of which are still being developed. Part of this proposal will include a commitment by AWE to 
make a one-time payment of forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) to the Town of Antrim to be used for 
enhancement of the recreational activities and aesthetic experience at the Gregg lake Recreational 
Area. 

AWE will make the above-referenced payment to the Town of Antrim only if the Antrim Project 
is constructed. The payment shall be made no later than 180 days after the date the Project 
commences commercial operations. The ultimate use of these funds will be at the Town's sole 
discretion. The Town of Antrim agrees that this one-time payment of $40,000.00 constitutes .full and 
acceptable compensation for any perceived visual impacts to the Gregg lake area. 

If the terms of this letter are acceptable, please countersign in the space provided below. 

Very truly yours, 
Antrim Wind Energy, LLC 

Antrim Wind Energy, LLC - 155 Fleet Street, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 



r ANTRIM J WIND ENERGY LLC 

Accepted and agreed. 

To~n of Antrim, New Hampshire 

oate:____._d't~o-1-'~S~~.t." l°!J 

Duly Authorized 

Antrim Wind Energy, LLC - 155 Fleet Street, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 



Change in View from Bench at Meadow Marsh 

-'-7r - - --~ 

Not Visible 
~ 

Simple 3D model showing view from bench at Meadow Marsh. White line indicates 9WTG layout - black line shows difference from 
previous lOWTG layout. Magenta between TlO and T9 represents road and turbine pad clearing that will no longer be visible. Yellow 
indicates clearing for current 9WTG project. 

LandWorks 
~~ 
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The removal of TlO reduces angle of view from 19.08° to 14.98°, or a reduction of over 21% to the total possible view (165°) from the bench. 

T-4. 

T-5. 

T-6. 

T-10 

T-1 • 
T-2. 

T-3. 

WTGlO layout -19.08° or 11.6% of 
the total possible view 

Bench 

T-4. 

T-5. 

T-6. 

T-1 • 
T-2. 

T-3. 

'-'.~ 
T-9 T-8~'i!ench •< ----T-100+"------

WTG9 layout-14.98° or 9.1% of the 
total possible view 

LandWorks 
~~ 



Project Impacts 2012 

AWE. Conservation Easements 2012 

NH Conservation Land 

Total Project Impact = 63 Acres 
Total Newly Conserved Lands = 685 Acres 

2,500 5,000 

Feet 



/ Project Impacts 2015 

• AWE Conservation Easements 2015 

NH Conservation land 

Total Project Impact = 55.3 Acres 
Total Newly Conserved Lands = 908 Acres 

2,500 5,000 

Feet 



LAND CONSERVATION FUNDING AGREEMENT 

This LAND CONSERVATION FUNDING AGREEMENT (the "Agreement") is 
made this 25VI day of March, 2015 by and between the New England Forestry 
Foundation, Inc. (''NEFF') with a mailing address of32 Foster Street, Littleton, MA 
01460, and Antrim Wind Energy LLC, a Delaware limited liability company qualified to 
do business in New Hampshire ("A WE") with an address of 155 Fleet Street, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 03801. NEFF and A WE are referred to herein each as 
"Party" and collectively as the "Parties." 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, A WE is seeking or plans to seek a Certificate of Site and Facility 
("Certificate") from the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee ("SEC") in 
accordance with NH RSA 162:H to construct and operate a nine (9) turbine, 28.8 MW 
wind energy facility in the Town of Antrim, New Hampshire (the "Project''); 

WHEREAS, in accordance with NH RSA 162-H:16(IV)(c), in order to issue a 
Certificate the Committee must find that the site and facility will not have an 
unreasonable adverse effect on aesthetics; 

WHEREAS, the permanent conservation of forest land and its maintenance in an 
undeveloped state in perpetuity is a viable and recognized form of mitigation for aesthetic 
impacts from development activities; 

WHEREAS, A WE has determined it to be appropriate, and has voluntarily 
agreed, to provide a Contribution (as hereinafter defined) to NEFF as mitigation for any 
aesthetic impacts associated with the Project; 

WHEREAS, NEFF was founded in t 944 and is a 501 ( c )(3) nonprofit corporation 
whose mission is to conserve New England's working forests through conservation and 
ecologically sound management of privately owned forestlands in New England, 
throughout the Americas and beyond; 

WHEREAS, NEFF holds and/or manages conservation easements on over one 
million acres of private lands in New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts and 
Connecticut and maintains a professional staff of licensed foresters, educators and 
stewardship professionals to sustainably manage such lands for wildlife, scenic beauty, 
public enjoyment, timber and forest products; 

WHEREAS NEFF bas agreed to accept the Contribution and has also agreed that 
it will use the Contribution exclusively in accordance with the terms of this Agreement; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein 
and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows: 

• EXHIBIT 

i Aw£ '' 
ii! 



1. Conservation Fund Contribution; Timing of Payment; Obligation 

(a) Contribution Payment: A WE shall make an irrevocable, single payment 
to NEFF in an amount equal to one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) (the 
"Contribution") which will be made by wire transfer or other immediately 
available funds within thirty (30) days of the date the Project reaches Commercial 
Operation, as defined below. 

(b) NEFF shall hold the Contribution in a separate designated account or shall 
otherwise identify the funds as restricted fox: the purposes of this Agreement in 
accordance with generally accepted practices for restricted gifts in the land 
conservation business. 

( c) Commercial Operation: The date of Commercial Operation shall mean the 
date certain set forth in a notice to the transmission owner and the system operator 
in accordance with and pursuant to the interconnection agreement. A WE shall 
provide to NEFF a copy of such written notice, when issued by A WE. 

(d) Obligation: Upon notice to NEFF of the date of Commercial Operation 
A WE becomes automatically obligated to NEFF for the Contribution as described 
herein. 

2. Use of Contribution· NEFF Res onsibilities 

(a) The purpose of the Contribution is to enable NEFF to permanently 
conserve valuable working forest land in southern New Hampshire in perpetuity 
either through (i) a fee purchase of the lands and subsequent conveyance of a 
perpetual conservation easement to a qualified third party (such as the 
Monadnock Conservancy, Society for the Protection ofNew Hampshire Forests, 
The Harris Center for Conservation Education or similar qualified organization), 
or (ii) the purchase of a perpetual conservation easement on private lands owned 
by a third party, and in either case shall include NEFF's reasonable overhead 
costs directly incurred as a result of the transaction or transactions resulting from 
the Contribution and this Agreement (collectively, the "Approved Uses"). As a 
condition ofNEFF's receipt of the Contribution under this Agreement, NEFF 
shall utilize the Contribution solely for the Approved Uses. 

(b) Upon receipt of the Contribution, NEFF shall commence the process of 
selecting appropriate lands to place in conservation as described above. 

(c) For the first six (6) months after NEFF receives the Contribution, NEFF 
shall look for suitable properties only in Hillsborough and Cheshire Counties. If, 
after six months, no suitable property has been found, then NEFF shall continue 
to look for suitable conservation properties in Hillsborough and Cheshire 
Counties and also may search in Merrimack, Sullivan and Rockingham Counties. 

(d) Any consetvation easement purchased by NEFF or, if NEFF purchases 
land in fee, conveyed by NEFF, shall: 

2 



1. Be in perpetuity 
11. Extinguish all development rights, except those explicitly set forth in 

Section 2 (d) iv, below. 
iii. Preserve and/or enhance the aesthetic and natural characteristics of the 

region 
iv. Allow sustainable forestry including the sustainable harvest of timber 

and other forest products in accordance with a forest management plan 
and forestry best practices 

v. Allow public recreational access 

( e) The Contribution may be used for one or more transactions as described 
above and may be commingled with other funds for the Approved Uses provided 
that any such use is in accordance with the terms of this Agreement. 

(t) Upon receipt of the Contribution, NEFF shall use reasonable efforts to 
complete the Approved Uses as quickly as possible. 

(g) Upon closing a transaction for an Approved Use, NEFF shall provide 
notice to A WE providing the details of such transaction. Such notice obligation 
shall continue until the entire amount of the Contribution has been expended for 
Approved Uses and shall survive termination of this Agreement. At A WE's 
written request, NEFF shall provide a written accounting of funds expended to 
explore transactions that did not close. 

3. Value to the Region 

The Parties agree that the Contribution, when used for Approved Uses in 
accordance with this Agreement, shall make a valuable contribution to conservation 
int~rests in the region, including the enhancement and maintenance of the region's 
aesthetic character, wildlife habitat, working landscape, and public use and enjoyment. 

4. Tenn· Assi ments and Transfers 

This Agreement shall terminate on the earlier to occur of (a) five years from the 
effective date of this Agreement, and (b) the date that A WE makes the Contribution 
payment to NEFF. 

Prior to any sale or transfer of the Project or of a controlling interest in the 
Project, A WE shall take all necessary steps to assure that its obligations under this 
Agreement are assumed by, binding upon and enforceable against any successors, 
assigns, transferees or purchasers of A WE or of the Project and any successor, assignee, 
transferee or purchaser shall deliver to NEFF its written guarantee that it will assume all 
of AWE's obligations under this Agreement, including, without limitation, the payment 
of the Contnbution. 

5. A WE Re resentations and Warranties. 



A WE makes the following representations and warranties as the basis for the 
undertakings on its part herein contained: 

(a) A WE is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of 
Delaware and is qualified to do business in the State of New Hampshire. 

(b) A WE has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and to fully 
perform all of its duties and obligations hereunder. A WE is duly authorized to 
execute and deliver this Agreement and perform all of its duties and 
obligations contained herein, and. to the extent permitted by applicable law, 
this Agreement constitutes a valid and legally binding obligation of A WE, 
enforceable in accordance with its terms. 

6. NEFF Re resentations and Warranties. 

NEFF makes the following representations and warranties as the basis for the 
undertakings on its part herein contained: 

(a) NEFF validly exists and is in good standing under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

(b) NEFF has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and to fully 
perform all of its duties and obligations hereunder. NEFF has duly authorized 
the execution and delivery of this Agreement and NEFF's performance of all 
of its duties and obligations contained herein, and. to the extent permitted by 
applicable law, this Agreement constitutes a valid and legally binding 
obligation of NEFF, enforceable in accordance with its tenns. 

7. Entire Agreement 

The entire agreement between the parties with respect to the subject matter 
hereunder is contained in the Agreement. There are no other understandings, 
representations or agreements not incorporated herein. This Agreement constitutes a 
legal, valid and binding obligation enforceable in accordance with its terms except as 
such enforceability may be affected by applicable bankruptcy, insolvency, moratorium or 
similar laws affecting creditors' rights generally and the application of general principles 
of equity. 

8. Modification 

No waiver, alteration or modification of any of the provisions of this Agreement 
shall be enforced unless in writing and signed by both Parties to this Agreement. 

9. Governing Law 

This Agreement shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws 
of the State ofNew Hampshire, without regard to the conflict of laws provisions in such 
state. 
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10. Indemnification 

Each Party shall indemnify the other Party for any costs, expenses, fees, and other 
damages incurred due to, and to the extent of, the offending Party's negligent, willful, or 
intentional acts or omissions, as determined by a court of competent jurisdiction, except 
if the Party seeking indemnification acted in a willful, reckless or intentional manner that 
contributed to such damages or to the extent that its own negligence contnbuted to the 
damages. 

11. Notices 

All notices, requests, demands and other communication hereunder shall be in 
writing and shall be deemed to have been duly given (i) when delivered by messenger or 
by reputable national overnight courier service, (ii) three (3) business days after mailing 
when mailed by certified or registered mail (return receipt requested), with postage 
prepaid and addressed to the parties at their respective addresses shown below or at such 
other address as any party may specify by written notice to the other party, or (iii) when 
delivered by facsimile transmission to the parties at the facsimile numbers listed below: 

IftoAWE: 

IftoNEFF: 

Antrim Wind Energy LLC 
c/o Eolian Renewable Energy, LLC 
155 Fleet Street 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 0380 I 
Attention: Jack Kenworthy 
Facsimile: (603) 386-6743 

New England Forestry Foundation 
32 Foster Street 
Littleton, MA 
Attention: Robert Perschel 
Facsimile: (978) 952-6356 

Either party may change the name(s) and or address( es) to which notice is to be 
addressed by giving the other party notice in the manner herein set forth. 

12. Miscellaneous 

(a) Exercise of Rights and Waiver. The failure of any Party to exercise any right 
under this Agreement shall not, unless otherwise provided or agreed to in 
writing, be deemed a waiver thereof; nor shall a waiver by any Party of any 
provisions hereof be deemed a waiver of any future compliance therewith, and 
such provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 
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(b) Severability. In the event that any clause, provisions or remedy in this 
Agreement shall, for any reason, be deemed invalid or unenforceable, the 
remaining clauses and provisions shall not be affected, impaired or invalidated 
and shall remain in full force and effect. 

( c) Headings and Construction. The section beadings in this Agreement are 
inserted for convenience of reference only and shall in no way effect, modify, 
define, or be used in construing the text of the Agreement Where the context 
requires, all singular words in the Agreement shall be construed to include 
their plural and all words of neuter gender shall be construed to include the 
masculine and feminine forms of such words. Notwithstanding the fact that 
this Agreement has been prepared by one of the Parties, both Parties con.firm 
that they and their respective counsel have reviewed, negotiated and adopted 
this Agreement as the joint agreement and understanding of the Parties. This 
Agreement is to be construed as a whole and any presumption that ambiguities 
are to be resolved against the primary drafting party shall not apply. 

( d) Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of 
which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute 
one and the same Agreement. 

Signatures on the.following page. 

6 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each Party to this Agreement has caused it to be 
executed effective on the date indicated above. 

NEW ENGLAND FORESTRY FOUNDATION. INC. 

~1£~.J 
Its: ~ve. ~<Ct-"iv' 

7 



' EXHIBIT 
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Change in Resource Visibility* 
Based on viewshed mapping 

Area of Number of 

visibility has turbines visible Angle of view Project is no 

Resource decreased has decreased has decreased longer visible 

Centerwood Pond x 
Spoonwood Pond x 
Nubanusit Lake x ,_...., "' 
Deering Reservoir x 
Highland Lake x 
Otter Lake (Greenfield x 
State Park) 

Robb Reservoir x x x 
Island Pond x x,. x 
Powder Mill Pond x x x 
Willard Pond x x x 
Gregg Lake x x x 
Black Pond x x x 
Meadow Marsh x x 
Pitcher Mountain (fire x x 
tower and state forest) 

Summit Trail, Crotched x x 
Mt. 

Franklin Pierce Lake x 
Bald Mountain Trail x x 
Goodhue Hill Trail x x 

LandWorks 

~~ 



TREND IN TURBINE SIZE IN THE 21sr CENTURY 

Turbines drawn at same scale for comparative purposes 

Lempster Wind Fenn 
Commlaalonlng: 2007 
No. of turbines: 12 
Turbine mod"!;~ G8712000 
Hubheight/11iTf17511'1) 
Rotor diam~') 
Overall height 121 .5m (399') 
Turbine capacfty: 2.0 MW 
Total project capacity: 24 MW 

Notes: 

Granite Reliable Wind Fann 
Comrrisslonlng: 2011 
No. of turblnea: 33 
Turbine modal: Vestaa \f90.3.0 MW 
Hub height llOrtt~? 
Rotor diameter. l!lm1295') 
Overall height 125m (410') 
Turbine capacfty: 3.0 MW 
Tolal project capacity: 99 MW 

1. "Overall helghr Is Iha height of the turbine from Iha bB9a of the 
lower to Iha Up of Iha rotor blade al Its hlghaal potnl 

2. Two other wind projectl that have recently been pmpooad In 
New Hampshire have taller overall halghll lhan Antrim: 

Spruce Ridge: 499' 
Wiid Meadows: 492' 

3. Turblnaa depicted ara approximate and do not necesaarily raftect 
parUcular design dlffarancas between dlffanmt turbine models. 

Gmton Wind Fann 
Commissioning: 2012 
No. of turblnea: 24 
Turbine modal: ~ G87, 2.0MW 
Hub height 'f:;'8~) Rotor dlame • f2841 
Overall height 121m (398') 
Turblna capacity: 2.0 MW 
Total project capacity: 48 MW 

/ ' 

Kingdom Ccmmunity Wind 
Commissioning: 2012 
No. of turbines: 21 
Tublne model: Veataa V112-3.0 MW 
Hub height 84m (276') 
Rotor diameter. 112m (3681 
Ovaral height 140m (480') 
Turbine capacity: 3.0 MW 
Total projactcapacfty: 63 MW 

?o 
,,,,, .,:-...., I 

~ / -~.,. 

LJ::-

Antrim Wind 
Cornmlalonlng: NIA 
No. of turblnea: 9 
Turbine model: Siemens SWT-3.2-113 
Hub helghta: 

92ac5m • 
79 m (261' 

Rotor die • (371') 
Overall height: 

149m(489') 
138m (446') 

Turbine capacfty: 3.2 MW 
Total project capacity: 28.8 MW 

Bingham Wind 
Commlaalonlng: NIA" 
No. of turblnea: 82 
Turbine model: VU1aa V112-3.3MW 
Hub height 94m (309') 
Rotor diameter. 112m (368') 
Overall height 160m (492') 
Turbine capacity: 3.3 MW 
Tolal pmject capac1ly: 206 MW 

'Appmved 2014, to be constllJctad 

Hancoc:k Wind 
Commtaaionlng: NIA' 
No. of turblnea: 17 
Turbine modal: Vestas V117-3.3MW 
Hub height 118.5m (3112') 
Rotor diameter. 117m (384') 
Ovaral height 175m (574') 
Turbine capacfty: 3.3 MW 
Total projecl capacity: 56.1 MW 

'Appmved 2015, to be constructed 

PENGAD 800-631-8989 

~ m 
=t 

Prepared by UindWorka, 
Middlebury, VT 

Prepared for AnU'im Wind 
Enet!D', LLC, 

Portsmouth, NH 



VISUAL RATIO COMPARISON 
(Measurements taken from land horizon to top of ridgeline, and from top of ridgeline to top of hub) 

ASSESSMENli 

9 8 7 

VISUAL SIMULATION FROM SHORE OF GREGG LAKE, PREPARED BY LANDWORKS 
Approximate Turbine Distance = 1.7 miles 

c 0 

F 

PHOTO FROM WESTERN END ON MAY POND, TAKEN BY LANDWORKS 
Approximate Turbine Distance= 1.7 miles 

E F 

• EXHIBIT 

i/#-fl 
~ 

NOTE: Visual simulations are made to mimic the central angle of view (around 40-60 • ), which is the area that impacts our perception most. This 
is close to a 50-55mm "normal" focal length lens on a full frame camera. Photos are scaled to represent comparable central angles of view. 



VISUAL RATIO COMPARISON 
(Measurements taken from land horizon to top of ridgeline, and from top of ridgeline to top of hub) 

8 7 6 5 4 

VISUAL SIMULATION FROM NORTHEAST CORNER ON WILLARD POND, PREPARED BY LANDWORKS 
Approximate Turbine Distance = 1.5 miles 

c D E 

PHOTO FROM WESTERN END ON MAY POND, TAKEN BY LANDWORKS 
Approximate Turbine Distance= 1.5 miles 

F 

NOTE: Visual simulations are made to mimic the central angle of view (around 40-60 •),which is the area that impacts our perception most. This 
is close to a 50-55mm "normal" focal length lens on a full frame camera. Photos are scaled to represent comparable central angles of view. 



WindAction I WindAction Editorials Page 1of2 

l'wlndAction 
The WindAction Group (www.windAction.org) 

Facts, analysis, exposure to industrial wind energy's real impacts 

' EXHIBIT 

WindAction Editorials 1~~d/ 

22JUN • 2015 

15JUN • 2015 

9APR • 2015 

~ 

U.S. wind production tanks in 01 2015 

Last April, Reuters and others reported poor winds in some western states during the first 

quarter of 2015. We checked the preliminary production data released by the Energy 

Information Administration for that period and, sure enough, the production numbers were 

way down. The attached spreadsheet compares 01'15 performance against the same 

period in 2014. A summary of the capacity factors for the states reporting wind project 

information is provided below. The full data can be accessed by downloading the 

attachment on this page. Texas, California, Iowa, Oklahoma and Illinois, which account for 50% of total 

installed wind in the US, each experienced significant reductions in output for the first quarter. NextEra 

Energy confirmed the reduction in Texas performance during its first quarter earnings conference call. 

read more -+ (http://www.windaction.org/posts/42932-u-s-wind-production-tanks-in-q1-2015) 

11;.General 11;.USA 

Big Wind's Big Barriers 

The output of DOE's models are easy to promote but reality paints a very different 

picture. DOE's Vision assumes 7 GW of wind built per year between 2014 and 2020, 

followed by 12 gigawatts per year between 2020 and 2030, and 17 GW every year 

after until 2050. The Agency points to the progress since 2009 as proof that a more 

aggressive wind roll-out is possible. But in many ways, the success of U.S. wind in those years is the very 

reason wind development will not grow, but continue to slow. 

read more --+ (http://www.windaction.org/posts/4287 4-big-wind-s-big-barriers) 

11;.Energy Policy 11;.USA t;. Germany 

DOE Wind Fantasies (same assumptions, same results) 

"Before Americans are asked to pay more billions for an energy resource that still, 

after 23 years. cannot stand on its own two feet. Congress should ask DOE to get out 

http://www.windaction.org/posts?per=5 &type=Editorial 7/7/2015 
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24 FEB .. 
2015 

13 JAN .. 
2015 

of the vision business and report on the practicality of wind energy reaching even 10% of the U.S. power 

market." 

read more __. (http://www.windaction.org/posts/42399-doe-wind-fantasies-same-assumptions-same-results) 

1;.General 1;.USA 

I RS rules for wind power: Legal or Not? 

Clearly, the interpretation of what constitutes "begin construction" is important. yet at no time during the two 

years since the PTC was extended with this wording did the IRS bother to seek public comment under the 

Administrative Procedure Act ("APA"), the federal statute that requires federal agencies to provide notice 

and an opportunity to comment before promulgating rules. 

read more--> (http://www.windaction.org/posts/42227-irs-rules-for-wind-power-legal-or-not) 

I;. Taxes & Subsidies l;.USA 

Cape Wind Is Dead! (U.S. offshore wind stuck at zero) 

Cape Wind was the wrong project. at the wrong time, and the wrong place. It was too big and costly. Its 

impacts were poorly mitigated and its benefits highly questionable. In the end, it was the regulatory 

arrogance of the Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick and the Obama Administrations that did the most harm. 

A lot of people were offended and willing to stand up to the abuses. Remember, it was Massachusetts' spirit 

that triggered the Revolutionary War. 

read more --> (http://www.windaction.org/posts/41953-cape-wind-is-dead-u-s-offshore-wind-stuck-at-zero) 

l;.Qffshore Wind 1;.Energy Policy l;.USA I;. Massachusetts 

http://www.windaction.org/posts?per=5&type=Editorial 

http://www.windaction.org/posts?per=5&type=Editorial 7/7/2015 
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'.#--vvind Action 
The WindAction Group (www.windAction.org) 

Facts, analysis, exposure to industrial wind energy's real impacts 

WindAction Editorials 

21 NOV • 2014 

31 OCT • 2014 

1 OCT • 2014 

Health Canada Windpower Study: Playing Politics (Grubered up 
North) 

The Canadian government is correct that there is a need to understand 'the potential health impacts and 

community concerns that underscore public resistance' to wind energy. But Canadians and others will not 

be Grubered by phony studies. 

read more - (http://www.windaction.org/posts/4167 4-heallh-canada-windpower-study-playing-politics-grubered-up

north) 

~Impact on People ~Canada 

Vote NO on Big Wind 

The debate is no longer about the fear of change or aesthetics. It's about preserving the health, safety, and 

welfare of communities from developers hell-bent on sticking turbines on every free acre with transmission 

access no matter who's in the way. More than twelve active lawsuits are pending against wind projects in as 

many states, and more are sure to follow. 

read more - (http://www.windaction.org/posts/41543-vote-no-on-big-wind) 

~Taxes & Subsidies ~USA 

Bird Mortality: Big wind on defense 

The true intent of AWWl's study is not about accurate mortality estimates. It's about deflecting the 

problem. The fact is, many more birds (and bats) are dying at operating wind plants than we know. Now 

is not the time to relax our concern. Rather, we should be demanding that the industry be held accountable 

for bird mortality once and for all! 

read more - (http://www.windaction.org/posts/41302-bird-mortality-big-wind-on-defense) 

~Impact on Birds ~USA 

http://www.windaction.org/posts?p=2&per=5&type=Editorial 7/7/2015 
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23 SEP • 2014 

3 SEP • 2014 

Saying goodbye to the Wind PTC/ITC 

The wind PTC/ITC expired on January 1, 2014. The Senate Finance Committee passed the EXPIRE Act 

which would extend the wind PTC/ITC and dozens of other tax credits/deductions worth close to $85 billion. 

Senator Harry Reid does not have the votes to bring EXPIRE to the floor of the Senate and has. thus far. 

refused all efforts to amend the bill. He is aware that Senate Republicans. in part, intend to remove the 

PTC/ITC from the bill. Senator Reid has made bold promises to the wind crowd about votes during the 

lame duck session to bring back the PTC/ITC but he is not in a strong position to deliver on his promises. 

Democrats are on the defensive and may well lose control of the Senate come November. If that happens, 

there is no certainty the wind PTC will make a return. 

read more-+ (http://www.windaction.org/posts/41283-saying-goodbye-to-lhe-wind-ptc-itc) 

~Taxes & Subsidies ~USA 

Big Wind's Last Gasp 

The U.S. Department of Energy is touting that wind energy pricing dropped 

precipitously in 2013, but the report cited by the DOE presents a different story. We 

examine some of the trends in wind energy development in this latest essay. 

read more-+ (http://www.windaction.org/posts/41140-big-wind-s-last-gasp) 

~Taxes & Subsidies ~USA 

http:llwww.windaction.org/posts?p=2&per=5&type=Editorial 

http://www.windaction.org/posts?p=2&per=5 &type=Editorial 7/7/2015 
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The WindAction Group (www.windAction.org) 

Facts, analysis, exposure to industrial wind energy's teal impacts 

WindAction Editorials 

20AUG .. 
2014 

1 JUL .. 
2014 

16JUN .. 
2014 

SMAY 

An Unending Production Tax Credit? 

Last month when GE's Chief Financial Officer, Jeff Bornstein. complained that rules defining 'begin 

construction' were still too vague and holding up delivery of 400 to 500 turbines. "We expect that clarification 

to come from the Treasury ... We've seen that clarification and we think it is helpful." 

read more (http://www.windaction.org/posts/41006-an-unending-production-tax-credit) 

~Taxes & Subsidies ~USA 

Wind Setbacks: Safety First (unless you're a wind developer) 

After years of debate there is still disagreement and uncertainty regarding appropriate 

safety setback distances. This uncertainty has benefited the wind industry. 

Thousands of turbines are erected that are dangerously close to where people live. 

read more -. (http://www.windaction.org/posts/40729-wind-setbacks-safety-first-unless-you-re-a-wind-developer) 

~Safety 

US average wind capacity factors 2011-2013 

The U.S. Energy Information Administration provides monthly and annual production data for over 1,900 

power plants including wind-powered facilities. Windaction.org filtered the data for the years 2011-2013 

looking for wind projects only and determined the capacity factors for each project in EIA's sample list with 

at least one full-year of production. The below map shows the average capacity factors by state for 2013. 

(Click the map to see a larger image.) 

read more (http://www.windaction.org/posts/40644-us-average-wind-capacity-factors-2011-2013) 

~General ~USA 

http://www.windaction.org/posts?p=3&per=5&type=Editorial 7/7/2015 
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.. 
2014 

28 APR .. 
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Could the turbine-aircraft collision have been avoided? 

... the wind turbines involved in the accident were never posted on the navigation 

charts! Roughly 40,000 utility-scale wind turbines are operating in the United States 

today and every project is required to be shown on the aviation charts. How many 

other turbines are missing from the sky maps? 

read more -+ (http://www.windaction.org/posts/40404-could-the-turbine-aircraft-collision-have-been-avoided) 

a=.safety a=.usA a=. South Dakota 

New York Wind falls short ... again 

By the end of 2013, wind energy represented 94% of the fuel used to meet New York 

State's RPS mandate. Twenty wind power plants are operating in the state with an 

installed capacity of 1,730 megawatts. We've been tracking NY's wind production 

figures since 2009 and its performance has not improved. 

read more -+ (http://www.windaction.org/posts/40358-new-york-wind-falls-short-again) 

a=. axes & Subsidies a=.New York 

http://www.windaction.org!posts?p-3&psr .. s&type=Editorial 
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