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Coffey cleared
in file theft case

BY ANGELA JANE EVANCIE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

NEW IPSWICH — Rep.
Jim Coffey, R-New Ipswich,
District 3, was acquitted this
month on charges of taking
his own personnel file from
the Hillsborough County
town offices in December of
2010 because he did not have
a “purpose to deprive,” ac-
cording to the 9th Circuit
Court in Henniker.

Coffey, who sits on the

New Ipswich Board of Asses-
sors and is a former Select
Board Chair, was elected to
represent Hillsborough
County District 3, which
comprises the towns of
Greenville, New Ipswich, Pe-
terborough and Sharon, in
2010. 

He worked as business ad-
ministrator for the town of
Hillsborough from 1992 to
2008, when he left that posi-
tion to become district ad-
ministrator for the Emerald

Former New Ipswich Select Board member, state
rep, acquitted on charges of theft of personnel file 

RINDGE

Details released in car
crash that killed student

BY ALYSSA DANDREA
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

RINDGE — Police re-
leased on Tuesday the
names of drivers and more
information about circum-
stances leading to a two-car
accident that killed a Massa-
chusetts teenager on Route
202 earlier this month.

Although the exact cause

of the crash is still under in-
vestigation, Sgt. Frank Mor-
rill said a preliminary inves-
tigation shows that a 2001
Chevy Blazer driven by
Cherly Jankowski, 50, of
New Ipswich crossed the
centerline of the roadway
and hit a 2000 Honda Civic
driven by Jose Freitas, 18, of
Winchendon, Mass., head-
on. Jankowski was driving

BY ANGELA JANE EVANCIE
Monadnock Ledger-

Transcript

WILTON — A
Wilton man was ar-
rested Monday and
charged with two
counts of aggravated
felonious sexual as-
sault against mi-
nors, at least one of
whom was younger
than 12-years-old at
the time of the assaults, ac-
cording to a press release is-
sued by the Wilton Police De-
partment on Tuesday and
comments made Wednesday
by Police Chief Brent Hauta-
nen.

Martin J. Muscelli Sr., 62,
of Wilton was arrested and

taken into custody after po-
lice investigated a Feb. 27

complaint regarding
sexual assaults al-
leged to have taken
place between 2005
and 2011, according to
the release. The Child
Advocacy Center of
Hillsborough County,
a member of the
Granite State Chil-
dren’s Alliance, is al-
so involved in the in-

vestigation. 
After his arrest, Muscelli

was transported to the 9th
Circuit Court in Milford,
where his bail was set at
$75,000 cash, according to
the Wilton Police Depart-
ment’s press release. Unable
to post bail, Muscelli was tak-

Wilton man
charged in
sex assaults
62-year-old alleged to have raped 
victims over the course of five years

$4M bond passes;
two votes on wind 

BY DAVE ANDERSON
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

It was a close call, but a $4 million bond proposal to
renovate and expand the ConVal High School gymnasi-
um wing passed muster with voters Tuesday, getting
the necessary 60 percent approval margin by just 13
votes.

The unofficial vote total released by the ConVal
School District Wednesday shows 2,413 Yes votes and
1,587 No votes. The project is intended to bring the
gymnasium wing into compliance with Americans with
Disabilities Act and Title IX requirements. It will also
include renovations to the gym itself and provide addi-
tional classroom space in the gym wing, along with
equally sized locker rooms for boys and girls and two
team rooms.

Voters also approved a $44.3 million operating budg-
et, by a margin of 2,215 to 1,757.

“Overall it was a great day for ConVal,” said ConVal
School Superintentent Dick Bergeron on Wednesday.
“Once again we witnessed the importance of a basic
civics lesson — every vote counts. Everyone is walking

STAFF PHOTO BY ANGELA JANE EVANCIE

Candidates for town office canvas in front of the polls at the Mascenic Regional High School Auditorium on Tuesday 
afternoon.

ConVal gym approved;
SRO rejected again

BY THE NUMBERS
Town-by-town round up of polling results for constested elections and zoning articles across the Monadnock region, Page 9.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Mascenic and Conant school districts weigh in on operating budgets and school board candidates, Page 10.

WIND DEBATE
Antrim, New Ipswich and Temple all cast ballots on proposed zoning ordinances that would regulate wind energy development, Page 5. 

SB 2 TOWNS
Bennington and Rindge decide on operating budgets and warrant articles during annual voting in lieu of Town Meeting, Pages 8 & 11. 

St. Patrick’s Day
Celebrate the annual tradition with festivities across the
Monadnock region, from toe-tapping jigs and corned
beef and cabbage in Peterborough to Celtic fiddling in
Dublin — New Hampshire, that is. Page 16 & 17

A musical
recovery for
one local man
Page 13

Martin J.
Muscelli Sr. 

BY ANGELA JANE EVANCIE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

NEW IPSWICH — Voters struck down a $2.5 million
town operating budget by a one-vote margin on Tues-
day, while 10 other monetary warrant articles passed
with wide margins and an amendment to the town’s
zoning ordinance for wind development passed by a
vote of 564 to 447.

Budget nixed, wind rules
OK’d in New Ipswich

ELECTION 2012: TOWN VOTING

BY ASHLEY SAARI
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

ANTRIM — An amended Large Scale Wind Ordi-
nance put forth by the Planning Board failed at the
polls on Tuesday once again, by 106 votes, after a previ-
ous attempt to pass a similar ordinance failed at a spe-
cial town vote in November. 

Antrim wind rules fail 
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The ordinance would not
have applied to the 10-turbine
wind farm proposed by
Antrim Wind Energy, a sub-
sidiary of Eolian Energy, slat-
ed for construction on Tuttle
Hill. The wind farm, due to its
anticipated level of energy
output — 30 megawatts — is
currently under the control of
the state’s Site Evaluation
Committee.

Stephen MacDonald, who
was elected on Tuesday to the
Planning Board, said of the
ordinance’s defeat, “This is
the second time, even after
some changes were made.
And again, it was again pretty
soundly defeated, so I guess
for the time being the people
have spoken.”

A two-way race for the open
Select Board position be-
tween incumbent Mike Gen-
est and Mary Sherbourne be-
came a three-way battle when
Bob Edwards agreed to take
the position if he were elected
as a write-in candidate only
days before the election. 

Despite the late start, Ed-
wards put in a strong show-
ing, coming within 14 votes of
the winner, Genest, who re-
tained his position on the Se-
lect Board with just under 42

percent of the vote. Edwards
was also written in for one of
the six open positions on the
Budget Advisory Committee. 

Other contested races this
year included sewer and wa-
ter commissioner and the po-
sition for town moderator.
Melissa Lombard won the po-
sition of sewer and water
commissioner by 33 votes, de-
feating incumbent Fernando
Barsanti. 

Arthur Merrill also unseat-
ed his opponent, long-time in-
cumbent Robert Flanders, for
the town moderator position
by 39 votes. 

“It’s quite a surprise actu-
ally,” said Merrill, adding that
he had not expected to win the
position this year. “I hope I
can do half a good as the job as
Mr. Flanders has done over
the last 40 years,” he said.
(For further election results,
see page nine.) 

In addition to the defeated
Large Scale Wind Ordinance,
five additional zoning amend-
ments appeared on the ballot
this year. With the exception
of the wind ordinance, all five
passed. Four of the additional
items were simply “house-
keeping” items to correct or
add references, without
changing the intent or en-
forcement of the ordinances.

One article that does have
an impact on the enforcement
was article number four,
whose passage adjusts dis-
trict regulations for personal
wireless service facilities.

Under the old ordinance,
cell phone towers were not al-
lowed in the Rural Conserva-
tion District, which compris-
es about half of the town. With
the current amendment, they
are allowed after gaining a
special exception from the
Zoning Board. 

The ordinance also now
states that cell towers would
not be allowed at all in the
Residential or Village Resi-
dential districts. Under the
old ordinance, cell towers
were allowed in those dis-
tricts if they were granted a
special exception. The Resi-
dential and Village Residen-
tial Districts make up the
smallest portion of Antrim’s
area. 

Voters will meet to vote on
remaining warrant articles
during Town Meeting today at
7 p.m. in the Town Gym. 

Ashley Saari can be
reached at 924-7172 ext. 235 or
asaari@ledgertranscript.co
m. She’s on Twitter at @Ash-
leySaari.
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 RISK MANAGEMENT
 A Lesson In Risk Management

 Many sellers are tempted to avoid paying 
 commission for representation by a real estate 
 agent. But be careful - you can pay for what 
 you get if you find yourself confronted with 
 difficult or unqualified buyers, complicated 
 legal transactions, or confusing bank financing. 
 However, you get more than what you pay for 
 when you list with a Realtor. You’re likely to sell 
 faster with an agent. Why? Your representative 

 will list your home in NNEREN ( N orthern  N ew  E ngland  R eal  E state 
 N etwork) our MLS ( M ultiple  L isting  S ervice), and market and advertise 
 in newspapers, magazines, brochures, and websites. Every Realtor in 
 the state will have instant access to the information about your home to 
 share with their buyers. Imagine the time and expense it would cost 
 you to do it yourself. Plus the more quickly your home sells, the more 
 money you’ll save on mortgage payments, utilities, maintenance, taxes, 
 and other expenses. What about an Open House? Are you willing to 
 invite strangers into your home without an appointment or knowing 
 whether they are even qualified to make the purchase? It all boils down 
 to risk - risk that your home will languish on the market, risk that you’ll 
 waste money on untargeted advertising, risk of showing your home to 
 people without interest or qualification.  Take a lesson in risk 
 management and let a Realtor sell your home in less time for 
 more money!

 Advertisement

 If you’re thinking of buying or selling a home, land, condominium, investment 
 property or just want to “talk real estate,”  please consider us. We’ve been 

 serving the Monadnock Region for more than 39 years. THANK YOU. 
 Marc P. Tieger, Tieger Realty Co., Inc. • 25 Turnpike Road • Jaffrey, NH 

 (603) 532-8765 • Visit Our Web site:  www .tiegerrealty.com   123675

 by  Marc Tieger

 123931

   TRUTHFULLY, DO YOU FLOSS?
 Flossing between teeth may get second billing to tooth brushing, but it is equally 
 important. Unless you floss between teeth regularly, decay-causing bacteria accumulate 
 in places where toothbrush bristles cannot adequately penetrate. Yet, only 12% of 
 Americans floss daily. In recognition of the fact that any method of removing bacteria-
 laden plaque from between teeth is better than none at all, dentists now have an 
 alternative to flossing that is nearly as effective. A widely available handheld device quite 
 similar to an electric toothbrush effectively cleans between teeth, by shooting microbursts 
 of water accelerated by pressurized air with the press of a button. Users will find that this 
 device cleans between teeth in less than a minute. 
 At MONADNOCK DENTAL ASSOCIATES , we strive to teach you good oral hygiene. In the 
 long run, you will have better dental health. We’re located at  123 Main Street, Jaffrey , 
 where we stress that health depends on healthy teeth and good dental care. A thorough 
 examination and detailed explanation of all findings and treatment needed are routinely 
 given. Please call  603.532.8720  to schedule an appointment. Preventing dental disease is 
 less costly and more rewarding than correcting the problems after they occur. We’re 
 always happy to discuss improving your smile, and thus, your total feeling of self-esteem. 
 Our team of dedicated staff provides quality family dental care since 1979.  
 P.S. If you are only brushing your teeth and not flossing, you are only cleaning about 60 
 percent of your teeth, which leaves you susceptible to tooth decay and gum disease. 
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 OWEN CLOUTIER
 TOWING TOWING

 123464

 532-7380
 JAFFREY, NH

 CASH FOR
 JUNK VEHICLES

 123332

 ✔  Video Inspections
 ✔  Cleanings
 ✔  Re-linings
 ✔  Total Restorations
 ✔  Stainless Steel 
       Chimney Caps
 ✔  Waterproofing

 FREEDOM CHIMNEY

 Cell

 831-2399

 123721

 Free Estimates
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 Route 202, Rindge, NH •  532-6337
 Check out our inventory on line at  www.alpinemotorcompany.com

 Alpine Motor Company, LLC Alpine Motor Company, LLC

 *Price includes
  12/12 Powertrain Warranty

 $ 4,495* $ 4,495* $ 4,495*

 H OURS :  Mon. -Fri. 8:00-5:30, Sat. 8:00-2:00

 4 Cyl., AWD Automatic 
 Transmission

 2000 SUBARU LEGACY L WAGON

 Proudly serving the business community of the Monadnock region and beyond

 30 Tricnit Road
 New Ipswich, NH 03071
 Phone: 603-878-3785
 Fax: 603-878-4838
 www.monadnockcooling.com

 • Commercial
 • Industrial
 • Institutional

 Efficient Performance through Proper Design
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 124015

 107 Wilton Road
 Peterborough, NH

 603.924.7906 •  Open Seven Days

 And while you’re here, let us give your 
 Trollbead bracelet a spring cleaning. 
 Who doesn’t love a little sparkle?

 Fri and Sat  March 16 and 17

 We will have hundreds of Unique Trollbeads visiting us.
 Come choose those beads that speak to you!

 Totally Unique Event

 For information or to sign up for lessons contact:

 Rousseau ’ s
 M USIC

 Jaffrey, NH
 603-532-4311

 123938

 ALL LESSONS STILL
 $ 85 00 /month

 (Family rates and discounts also available)

 Serving the musical needs of 
 hundreds of families in the 

 Monadnock region since 2006.
 mike @ rousseausmusic.com  123336

 Mon-Tues 10-5
 Closed Wed
 Thurs-Fri-Sat 10-5
 Sun 12-4

The wind ordinance
amendments passed after
prolonged debate between
Planning Board members,
residents and representa-
tives from the wind develop-
er Pioneer Green Energy re-
garding whether or not new
regulations — especially a
33-decibel sound level limit
— were too stringent to allow
for development.

“This is a zone-out, as we
said all along,” Pioneer
Green representative Adam
Cohen said Wednesday of the
approved wind ordinances in
both New Ipswich and Tem-
ple. “Instead of paying lower
taxes and getting hundreds
of jobs, [residents are] going
to get nothing.”

Cohen could not confirm
whether or not Pioneer
Green is still seeking to sub-
mit a proposal for a wind
farm on Wapack Ridge.

In response, Planning
Board Chair Ed Dekker said
Pioneer Green’s proposal
will be grandfathered under
the 2010 wind ordinance, and
that Cohen is “just blowing
smoke.”

“I’m glad to see that it [the
ordinance] passed, given the
amount of work that the
Planning Board put into the

ordinance amendment,”
Dekker said.

A close race for a seat on
the Select Board to fill a va-
cancy left by Chair Bentti
Hoiska — who did not seek
reelection — resulted in a
win for Benjamin Cargill of
Cargill Farm. Cargill defeat-
ed Rebecca Doyle by 29 votes
and Dennis Eastman, a less
publicly prominent oppo-
nent, by 174 votes. 

Planning Board incum-
bent Jim Schultz won his re-
election handily, while
Bernard Hamill earned just
enough votes to claim a sec-
ond seat on the board when
he won 310 votes to Paul Ter-
min’s 303. Termin is a cur-
rent Planning Board alter-
nate.

Reflecting a deeply divid-
ed electorate, the $2.5 mil-
lion operating budget failed
by a vote of 505-504. The
near-perfect split struck
down a budget that was the
result of a $130,000 increase,
passed by secret ballot at the
deliberative session in early
February, to the budget ini-
tially proposed by the Fi-
nance Committee and Select
Board. The town will now
adopt a default budget of $2.3
million.

Town Clerk Cindy Lussier
said Wednesday afternoon

that there had not been an of-
ficial request for a recount of
the budget vote. Written re-
quests for recounts must be
submitted in writing with
five to seven days, depending
on the article, according to
Lussier.

Residents who proposed
the budget hike at the delib-
erative session cited the
need to improve retention of
town employees and revive
the town’s Recreation De-
partment.

“Obviously the vote is the
will of the people,” Select
Board member Michael Con-
lin told the Ledger-Tran-
script Wednesday. “So you
have to respect that. But I
kind of wished there was two
more votes there.”

Conlin said that the $2.5
million budget was higher
than what the Select Board
and Finance Committee had
budgeted for, but would have
been a “nice way to jump for-
ward.” Conlin also pointed
out that the town has revert-
ed to its default budget for
four out of the passed five
years, and in the remaining
year slashed its operating
budget by $150,000 at the de-
liberative session.

A warrant article for
$200,000 to repave and re-
build town roads passed by

one of the widest margins on
the ballot: 740-209. An article
requesting a $7 million bond
to repave 25 miles of roads
failed in a 591-435 vote.

Tim Ojala, who voted for
the road funding but against
the town and district budg-
ets, said he thought road re-
pairs should be a top priority. 

“Everybody uses the
roads, but not everybody us-
es the schools,” he said.

Steven and Carol
Levesque said they support-
ed the $2.5 million budget
and the road funding.

“My concerns were get-
ting funding for the Police
Department to have around
the clock coverage, and get-

ting the roads fixed,” Carol
Levesque said.

Outside the pools, a cadre
of candidates stood with
signs bearing their names
and greeted voters; despite
the fact that some were run-
ning against one another, the
mood was jovial.

“The whole process has
just been fun,” Becky Doyle
said. “All of the candidates
have been very respectful of
one another.”

Judy Spring, who would
later lose to incumbent
James Coffey for a seat on
the Board of Assessors by
less than 150 votes, agreed
with Doyle. “Local politics is

where it starts, if we want to
make change,” she said.

Voters supported raising
$175,000 for a new six-wheel
dump truck, $8,400 for im-
provements to the town pool,
and an article that requested
$0 for repairs to Building #2,
a town building that has been
abandoned due to mold. That
article requested $130,000
until the deliberative ses-
sion, when another secret
ballot vote reduced it to zero. 

Angela Jane Evancie can
be reached at 924-7172 ext.
232 or aevancie@ledger-
transcript.com. She’s on
Twitter at @AJEvancie.

Town operating budget fails by one vote; wind rules approved
NEW IPSWICH..(from page 1)

Antrim wind rules fail again
ANTRIM.........(from page 1)

BY ANGELA JANE EVANCIE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

TEMPLE — A wind ordinance earned
overwhelming support from residents in
Tuesday’s vote, while two town officials
easily won reelection for seats on the Se-
lect Board and Planning Board.

The zoning ordinance for wind develop-
ment is the town’s first; Planning Board
members completed a draft earlier this
year in anticipation of a proposal for a 20-
megawatt wind farm by Texas-based de-
veloper Pioneer Green Energy that would
stretch across the Wapack ridge from New
Ipswich into Temple.

Planning Board members modeled sev-
eral aspects of the ordinance on regula-
tions held within a wind ordinance amend-
ment in New Ipswich, chief among them a
33-decibel sound level limit that Pioneer
Green representatives said was too low —
in New Ipswich, at least — for develop-
ment. New Ipswich’s ordinance also
passed on Tuesday.

“I’m feeling pretty good about it,” Plan-
ning Board Chair Allan Pickman told the
Ledger-Transcript Wednesday. “I think the
town obviously felt that the board had done
well, and that we’re working to protect
their interests.”

When asked what the next step in poten-
tial wind development would be, Pickman
responded, “That, at this point, is really up
to Pioneer Green or any other develop-
ers...We have not seen any kind of a formal
application from them.”

Efforts to reach representatives from
Pioneer Green before press deadline were
not successful. 

Select Board Chair John Kieley bested

opponent Philip Waterman by a wide mar-
gin; the vote was 233 to 188. Mary Beth Ay-
vazian, meanwhile, will hold her seat on the
Planning Board for another three years.
Newcomer Camilla Lockwood will join Ay-
vazian for a three-year term after defeating
Honey Hastings; Ken Sullivan won a two-
year term after defeating Arthur Kelley.

“I’m very touched that the town had
such confidence in me,” Lockwood said
Wednesday. “I think it’s wonderful and I
hope that I rise to their expectations.”

Ken Sullivan expressed similar enthusi-
asm. “I feel great about it,” he said Wednes-
day. “I’m really looking forward to doing the
work.  I’m retired and I have the time avail-
able to do the work, which is important, and
a real love for town.”

Philip Waterman, who lost to Kieley, the
incumbent, said Wednesday that he feels
nothing but gratitude for the chance to
have run.

“I just want to say thank you to the peo-
ple who voted for me, and thank you to the
people who voted for Mr. Kiely,” Waterman
said. “Thanks to the people who are doing
their part to make the town government
stronger...that’s what’s important.”

A petitioned warrant article that pro-
posed that Temple adopt the provisions of
RSA 40:13 (known as SB 2) failed by a slim
margin; the vote was 227 to 212.

Voting on the remainder of the town war-
rant will take place at Temple’s town meet-
ing, which will be held this Saturday at the
elementary school at 10 a.m.

Angela Jane Evancie can be reached at
924-7172 ext. 232 or aevancie@ledgertran-
script.com. She’s on Twitter at @AJEvan-
cie.

TEMPLE

Wind ordinance 
passes by wide margin
Incumbents hold on to contested seats
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