
 

 

 

 

Appendix 33 

Communications with NHDHR and USACE 

 

Pursuant to RSA 227-C:11 the information in these reports 
must be kept confidential and is not subject to disclosure 

under the Right to Know Law 
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www.normandeau.com 
 

Normandeau Associates, Inc.  Corporate: 25 Nashua Rd., Bedford, NH 03110  603.472.5191 

 
 

March 20, 2015 

 

Mr. David Keddell 

Regulatory Division 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District 

696 Virginia Road 

Concord, Massachusetts 01742-2751 

 

Re:  Eversource Energy – Seacoast Reliability Project, Permit Area Request –Madbury to 

Portsmouth, NH 

 

Dear Mr. Keddell: 

 

This letter is being submitted by Normandeau Associates, Inc. on behalf of Eversource Energy 

(Eversource) to request a determination of the permit area for the proposed Seacoast Reliability 

Project (SRP) transmission line in Madbury, Durham, Newington and Portsmouth, NH.   

 

Normandeau is filing a wetlands permit application with the New Hampshire Department of 

Environmental Services (DES), which triggers Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) action and project 

review under the Section 106 process.  Normandeau’s archeological sub-consultant, Victoria Bunker 

Inc. (VBI) has conducted a Phase I-A Archeological Survey of the SRP corridor, and our historical sub-

consultant, Archeological and Historical Services (AHS), has performed a historical review.  

Normandeau has submitted a Request for Project Review Form to the New Hampshire Division of 

Historical Resources (DHR).  A draft plan set identifying wetland resources and areas of potential 

archeological and historical sensitivity is also attached (Attachment A).  We are requesting your 

assistance in determining the project permit area prior to our Phase I-B archeologic and historic 

surveys. 

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Eversource is proposing to construct the SRP, a new 115kV transmission line between existing 

substations in Madbury and Portsmouth.  The approximately 13-mile-long line will predominantly be 

constructed using an existing transmission right-of-way that already has overhead power lines.  

Approximately 1 mile will be a submarine cable under Little Bay between Durham and Newington.  

The overhead structures will be monopoles ranging from 85 – 115 feet in height, with the exception of 

H-structures approximately 65 feet in height around the Newington Historic District. 

 

 

 

 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION REDACTED



 

www.normandeau.com 
 

Normandeau Associates, Inc.  Corporate: 25 Nashua Rd., Bedford, NH 03110  603.472.5191 

PROJECT SETTING 

The SRP project area consists of a portion of an existing electric distribution corridor which carries a 

single 34 kv line in most locations (the Little Bay corridor contains decommissioned cable).  The 

proposed SRP is approximately 13 miles in length and is located in a corridor 100 feet in width, with 

the exception of a section along the PanAm railroad that narrows to 40 feet.   The Little Bay cable 

crossing which will occur in a 1000-foot wide cable corridor shown on nautical charts.  The footprint 

of the Little Bay crossing is approximately 150 feet and will consist of 6 cables spaced 30 feet apart.  

 

From the Madbury Substation to the Packers Falls Substation in Durham, the proposed SRP route 

runs south and parallels the PanAm railroad, with crossings of the Oyster River (a NH-designated 

river) and several town and state roads. At Packers Falls, the corridor turns east, crosses Little Bay 

and enters Newington.  It passes through the village of Newington, crosses the Spaulding Turnpike, 

runs through the parking lot of the Crossings at Fox Run mall, before turning southward and entering 

the Portsmouth Substation in Portsmouth.   

 

Mixed land use occurs along the corridor including: 

 Undeveloped, wooded or open land 

 Agricultural land 

 Residential development  

 Large-scale commercial development 

 Streets, roads, state highways, and railroads 

 Surface water features including streams including the Oyster River, other streams, wetlands, 

and Little Bay. 

 

Areas of prior impact along the corridor include: 

 Residential development 

 Commercial development 

 The active PanAm railroad 

 The Madbury, Packers Falls, Newington and Portsmouth Substations 

 University of New Hampshire 

 Crossings of local and state roads 

 

DHR FILE REVIEW 

An archeological file review was conducted on October 10, 2013, at the DHR in Concord, NH.  Files 

indicated that three archeological sites had been previously recorded within or near the ROW.  These 

include the LaRoche cellar hole (27-ST-105), the Valentine Hill Canal (27-ST-66) and located well 

outside the corridor is the Joshua Point Native American site (NH 40-30, 27-RK-415).   
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The review of DHR files for already-identified historic resources was conducted on November 26, 

2013 by Bruce Clouette, Ph.D., Senior Historian with Archaeological and Historical Services, Inc., of 

Storrs, Connecticut.  Information was obtained from National Register of Historic Places listings, 

project and historic-district Area Forms, and Individual Forms from all four towns.  In addition, 

multi-town files, particularly the file for the Spaulding Turnpike, were reviewed.  The proposed route 

passes through an eligible historic district/historic rural landscape in Durham and a National 

Register-listed district in Newington.   

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES  

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  

 

  
  

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

    

 

HISTORIC RESOURCES  

Field review and photography of potentially affected resources were undertaken by Bruce Clouette 

on December 4-5, 2013.  All points at which the the transmission-line route crossed public roads were 

examined, as were the two points on private property where the line will go underwater so as to cross 
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Little Bay.  In addition, roads paralleling the proposed route were driven so as to identify historic 

resources from which the existing overhead power lines were visible.  The results of the field review 

are summarized in Table 1. The properties that are included in Table 1 include additional former 

farmsteads; buildings at the University of New Hampshire; railroad-related bridges; and two small 

brick switch houses associated with the decommissioned 1902 underwater transmission line between 

Newington and Durham.   

Several recent highway bridges over the former Boston and Maine railroad right-of-way were 

observed to have retained portions of earlier stone or concrete abutments.  Because these are 

essentially modern bridges built to provide greater overhead clearance for trains, they were not 

inlcuded in Table 1. 

 

PROJECT WORK ACTIVITIES 

Eversource is proposing to construct the SRP starting in early 2016, with a planned completion date of 

early 2018.  The overhead transmission structures are all located within an existing right-of-way.  In 

addition, one mile of underwater cable will be buried in Little Bay using jetplow technology.  All 

construction vehicle access roads and workpads in sensitive resource areas will be covered with 

timber matting during construction with appropriate erosion controls as needed.  Therefore, rutting 

and surface-level impacts within the areas of archeological sensitivity, or near known historic or 

archeological sites, will be largely avoided.  Sensitive areas crossed by access roads will be subjected 

only to well-distributed ground pressures exerted by vehicles driving on mats.   

Excavation for the new structures will be required near or within some sensitive areas, so some Phase 

I-B archeological survey will likely be required.  Normandeau Associates has been retained to 

monitor construction activities and ensure that the contractors comply with permit requirements and 

conditions.  
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Map Sheet 
Number 

Feature Historic/Archeologic Status Location Proposed Work Activity 

Multiple 

Zones of post-contact 
European-American 
resource sensitivity, 

particularly in areas of 
historic period agrarian 

land use in Durham 

Archeologic Expected Resource Project-wide Various 

4 Durham RR Station Historic Not Yet Surveyed Durham Off ROW 

4-5 2 UNH Buildings Historic Not Yet Surveyed Durham Off ROW 

4-6 3 RR Bridges Historic Not Yet Surveyed Durham 
Matted Vehicle Access and Structure 
Replacement; Oyster River Bridge off 

ROW 

9-10 
Newmarket & Bennett 

Rd Farms Historic 
District 

Historic 
National Register 

Eligible 
Durham 

Matted Vehicle Access and Structure 
Replacement 

17,19 2 PSNH Cable Houses Historic Not Yet Surveyed Little Bay 
Matted Vehicle Access and Structure 

Replacement; Adjacent to 
Underground Line Installation 

21-22 
Newington Center 

Historic District 
Historic 

National Register 
Listed 

Newmarket 
Matted Vehicle Access and Structure 

Replacement 

23 
Benjamin S. Hoyt 

House 
Historic 

National Register 
Eligible 

Newington 
Matted Vehicle Access and Structure 

Replacement 

23 
Potential Historic 

District 
Historic Not Yet Surveyed Newington 

Matted Vehicle Access and Structure 
Replacement 

Multiple 
8 Houses & 
outbuildings 

Historic Not Yet Surveyed 
1 Madbury, 3 Durham, 4 

Newington 
Various 
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Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  We look forward to the results of the consultation 

process.  Please feel free to contact Sarah Allen at (603) 637-1158 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

NORMANDEAU ASSOCIATES, INC 

 

SARAH ALLEN 

Normandeau Project Manager 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Draft Project Maps of Wetland Resources and Areas of Potential Archeological 

and Historical Sensitivity 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION REDACTED



From:  laura.games@eversource.com  [mailto:laura.games@eversource.com  ] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 11:19 AM 
To: Feighner, Edna; Peterson, Nadine 
Subject: Eversource Consultation 

 
 
 

Edna and Nadine 
 
 
 

I wanted to thank you both for accommodating our consultation last week.  It was a very 
enlightening discussion and we really appreciate all the information that you gave us.  We 
now believe we have everything we need with regard to our discussions with DHR to file 
the Application for A Certificate For Site and Facility for the Seacoast Reliability Project 
next month.  If there is anything else you would like to discuss with us, or any other 
information you need before we file, please let me know.  Otherwise, we look forward to 
continuing consultation and to developing the Project Area Form for this project during the 
SEC process.  Again, thank you for your assistance and consideration. 

 
 
 

Laura 
 
 
 

Laura V. Games 
Senior Licensing and Permitting Specialist 
PSNH dba Eversouce Energy 
13 Legends Drive, Hooksett, NH  03106 
P.O. Box 330, Manchester, NH  03105-0330 
T: (603)634 -2906, E-mail:  laura.games@eversource.com   
F:(603)669-4239 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This e-mail, including any files or attachments transmitted with it, is confidential and/or 
proprietary and is intended for a specific purpose and for use only by the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this e-mail or the 
taking of any action based on its contents, other than for its intended purpose, is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately 
and delete it from your system. Any views or opinions expressed in this e- mail are not 
necessarily those of Northeast Utilities, its subsidiaries and affiliates dba Eversource 
Energy (Eversource). E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be error- free or secure 
or free from viruses, and Eversource disclaims all liability for any resulting damage, errors, 
or omissions. 
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To: Laura V. Games/NUS@NU, "Peterson, Nadine" < Nadine.Peterson@dcr.nh.gov> 
From: "Feighner, Edna" < Edna.Feighner@dcr.nh.gov> 
Date: 04/22/2015 12:03PM 
Subject: RE: Eversource Consultation 

 
Thanks Laura, 

 
 
 

I know it doesn’t always seem like it but we try to be as helpful as possible without 
compromising resources…continuing our meetings/consultation  will only help all of us 
to identify resources at risk and work to protect them or may help managers to be more 
thoughtful in the design of Eversource projects…also our discussion can only ease some 
issues that might arise with communities concerned about their cultural resources… 

 
 
 

Talk with you soon…and again…thanks 
 
 
 

Edna 
 
 
 

Edna Feighner 
 

Review and Compliance Coordinator/Historical  Archaeologist 
 

NH Division of Historical Resources 
 

19 Pillsbury Street, Second Floor 
 

Concord, NH 03301 
 

603-271-2813 
 
 

Participate in shaping your preservation plan! 
 

Share your vision:  http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eaqj074yi7hv6p80/start 
 

Find out more:  http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/programs/plan.htm 
 
 
 

About the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources: 
 

The New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources was established in 1974 as the "State Historic Preservation 
Office." The historical, archaeological, architectural and cultural resources of New Hampshire are among its most 
important environmental assets.  Historic preservation promotes the use, understanding and conservation of such 
resources for the education, inspiration, pleasure and enrichment of New Hampshire's citizens.  For more 
information, visit us online at  www.nh.gov/nhdhr  or by calling (603)271-3483. 
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From: laura.games@eversource.com [mailto:laura.games@eversource.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 8:54 AM 
To: Feighner, Edna; Peterson, Nadine 
Subject: Continued Consultation - SRP and MVRP  
 
Good Morning  
 
 I understand that the USACE sent out the APE determinations for both the Seacoast Reliability Project 
and the Merrimack Valley Reliability Project.  We would like to discuss these with you and wondered what 
your availability might be next week for a meeting.  As always, we appreciate your continued assistance.  
 
Laura  
 
Laura V. Games   
Senior Licensing and Permitting Specialist    
PSNH dba Eversouce Energy  
13 Legends Drive, Hooksett, NH  03106    
P.O. Box 330, Manchester, NH  03105-0330  
T: (603)634-2906, E-mail: laura.games@eversource.com             
F:(603)669-4239    

 
 
 
 
This e-mail, including any files or attachments transmitted with it, is confidential and/or 
proprietary and is intended for a specific purpose and for use only by the individual or entity to 
whom it is addressed. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this e-mail or the taking of any 
action based on its contents, other than for its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your 
system. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail are not necessarily those of Northeast 
Utilities, its subsidiaries and affiliates dba Eversource Energy (Eversource). E-mail transmission 
cannot be guaranteed to be error-free or secure or free from viruses, and Eversource disclaims all 
liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions.  
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From:        "Feighner, Edna" <Edna.Feighner@dcr.nh.gov>  
To:        Laura V. Games/NUS@NU, "Peterson, Nadine" <Nadine.Peterson@dcr.nh.gov>,  
Date:        05/14/2015 12:29 PM  
Subject:        RE: Continued Consultation - SRP and MVRP  

 
 
 
Laura,  
 
What is it that you wish to discuss?  If you are doing your due diligence then you will address all of the 
identified archaeologically sensitive areas, I know that Newmarket has requested Consulting Party Status 
from the Corp and copied their letter to the Advisory Council for the Seacoast Project regarding impacts 
to their NR listed Historic District.  
 
I will be responding to the Corp letter shortly and again expressing our disagreement with their 
determinations by use of their Appendix C, on both projects.  
 
I have not discussed this with Nadine yet concerning any above ground issues remaining.  
 
Edna  
 
Edna Feighner  
Review and Compliance Coordinator/Historical Archaeologist  
NH Division of Historical Resources  
19 Pillsbury Street, Second Floor  
Concord, NH 03301  
603-271-2813  
 
Participate in shaping your preservation plan!  
Share your vision: http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eaqj074yi7hv6p80/start  
Find out more: http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/programs/plan.htm  
 
About the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources:  
The New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources was established in 1974 as the "State Historic Preservation 
Office." The historical, archaeological, architectural and cultural resources of New Hampshire are among its most 
important environmental assets.  Historic preservation promotes the use, understanding and conservation of such 
resources for the education, inspiration, pleasure and enrichment of New Hampshire's citizens.  For more 
information, visit us online at www.nh.gov/nhdhr or by calling (603)271-3483.  
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From: laura.games@eversource.com [mailto:laura.games@eversource.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 1:23 PM 
To: Feighner, Edna 
Cc: Peterson, Nadine 
Subject: RE: Continued Consultation - SRP and MVRP  
  
Edna  
 
   We will certainly address all of the Corps identified archeologically sensitive areas covered by the APE.  
However, we are also concerned with areas where NHDHR disagrees with the Corps and what measures 
we might take to address NHDHR's concerns.    
 
Laura  
 
Laura V. Games   
Senior Licensing and Permitting Specialist    
PSNH dba Eversouce Energy  
13 Legends Drive, Hooksett, NH  03106    
P.O. Box 330, Manchester, NH  03105-0330  
T: (603)634-2906, E-mail: laura.games@eversource.com             
F:(603)669-4239    
 
 

This e-mail, including any files or attachments transmitted with it, is confidential and/or 
proprietary and is intended for a specific purpose and for use only by the individual or entity to 
whom it is addressed. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this e-mail or the taking of any 
action based on its contents, other than for its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your 
system. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail are not necessarily those of Northeast 
Utilities, its subsidiaries and affiliates dba Eversource Energy (Eversource). E-mail transmission 
cannot be guaranteed to be error-free or secure or free from viruses, and Eversource disclaims all 
liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions.   
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From:        "Feighner, Edna" <Edna.Feighner@dcr.nh.gov>  
To:        Laura V. Games/NUS@NU,  
Cc:        "Peterson, Nadine" <Nadine.Peterson@dcr.nh.gov>, "Muzzey, Elizabeth" <Elizabeth.Muzzey@dcr.nh.gov>, "Boisvert, 
Richard A" <Richard.Boisvert@dcr.nh.gov>  
Date:        05/14/2015 01:33 PM  
Subject:        RE: Continued Consultation - SRP and MVRP  

 
 
 
 
 
Laura,  
  
My suggestion would be to complete Phase IBs on all archaeologically sensitive areas that have been 
identified in the Phase IA reports, then if sites are identified we can discuss your concerns.  
  
And to be clear, the DHR does not believe that timber matting over sensitive areas is a form of avoidance 
or protection.  
  
Edna  
  
Edna Feighner  
Review and Compliance Coordinator/Historical Archaeologist  
NH Division of Historical Resources  
19 Pillsbury Street, Second Floor  
Concord, NH 03301  
603-271-2813  
  
Participate in shaping your preservation plan!  
Share your vision: http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eaqj074yi7hv6p80/start  
Find out more: http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/programs/plan.htm  
  
About the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources:  
The New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources was established in 1974 as the "State Historic Preservation 
Office." The historical, archaeological, architectural and cultural resources of New Hampshire are among its most 
important environmental assets.  Historic preservation promotes the use, understanding and conservation of such 
resources for the education, inspiration, pleasure and enrichment of New Hampshire's citizens.  For more 
information, visit us online at www.nh.gov/nhdhr or by calling (603)271-3483.  
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From: laura.games@eversource.com [mailto:laura.games@eversource.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 1:54 PM 
To: Feighner, Edna 
Subject: RE: Continued Consultation - SRP and MVRP  
   
Edna  
 
    As far as IB sampling is concerned, do you mean all the archeologically sensitive areas that will be 
potentially impacted by the project?  For example, areas that will be traversed, areas where pole 
structures will be installed, etc.?  
 
Laura  
 
Laura V. Games   
Senior Licensing and Permitting Specialist    
PSNH dba Eversouce Energy  
13 Legends Drive, Hooksett, NH  03106    
P.O. Box 330, Manchester, NH  03105-0330  
T: (603)634-2906, E-mail: laura.games@eversource.com             
F:(603)669-4239    
 
This e-mail, including any files or attachments transmitted with it, is confidential and/or 
proprietary and is intended for a specific purpose and for use only by the individual or entity to 
whom it is addressed. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this e-mail or the taking of any 
action based on its contents, other than for its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your 
system. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail are not necessarily those of Northeast 
Utilities, its subsidiaries and affiliates dba Eversource Energy (Eversource). E-mail transmission 
cannot be guaranteed to be error-free or secure or free from viruses, and Eversource disclaims all 
liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions.   
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From:        "Feighner, Edna" <Edna.Feighner@dcr.nh.gov>  
To:        Laura V. Games/NUS@NU,  
Date:        05/14/2015 01:56 PM  
Subject:        RE: Continued Consultation - SRP and MVRP  
 
 
 
Correct…  
   
Edna Feighner  
Review and Compliance Coordinator/Historical Archaeologist  
NH Division of Historical Resources  
19 Pillsbury Street, Second Floor  
Concord, NH 03301  
603-271-2813  
   
Participate in shaping your preservation plan!  
Share your vision: http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eaqj074yi7hv6p80/start  
Find out more: http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/programs/plan.htm  
   
About the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources:  
The New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources was established in 1974 as the "State Historic Preservation 
Office." The historical, archaeological, architectural and cultural resources of New Hampshire are among its most 
important environmental assets.  Historic preservation promotes the use, understanding and conservation of such 
resources for the education, inspiration, pleasure and enrichment of New Hampshire's citizens.  For more 
information, visit us online at www.nh.gov/nhdhr or by calling (603)271-3483.  
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From:        "Peterson, Nadine" <Nadine.Peterson@dcr.nh.gov>  
To:        Laura V. Games/NUS@NU, "Keddell, David M NAE (David.M.Keddell@usace.army.mil)" 
<David.M.Keddell@usace.army.mil>, "Frank.J.Delgiudice@usace.army.mil" <Frank.J.Delgiudice@usace.army.mil>,  
Cc:        "Feighner, Edna" <Edna.Feighner@dcr.nh.gov>, "St.Louis, Christina" <Christina.St.Louis@dcr.nh.gov>  
Date:        06/09/2015 01:36 PM  
Subject:        Seacoast Reliability Project Madbury-Portsmouth  

 
 
 
 
Dear All:  
   
The New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources is in receipt as of May 29, 2015 of a Preliminary Report of 
Historic Resources dated February 13, 2015 prepared by Bruce Clouette. We have no information regarding the 
purposes of this report. We can only assume that this product was developed for internal use only as it was 
submitted without consultation with the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources.  
   
On April 10, 2015, the DHR worked with Eversource and its Architectural History Consultant to develop a scope of 
work to complete a New Hampshire Project Area Form in order to begin assessing above‐ground historic 
resources. This in‐house Preliminary Report appears to have been completed prior to our consultation as it does 
not meet the scope of work agreed to at our meeting on April 10th.  
   
Please confirm this is the case and advise as to the status of the submission of the Project Area Form. Once the 
DHR receives the Project Area Form, we will provide formal comment on the above‐ground resources under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  
   
Sincerely,  
Nadine Peterson  
   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________  
Nadine Peterson  
Preservation Project Reviewer  
NH Division of Historical Resources  
603-271-6628  
   
Find out more about the 2016-2020 5-Year Statewide Preservation Plan at 
http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/programs/plan.htm and submit a photograph of your favorite New 
Hampshire place under our “Quick Links” section.  
   
 About the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources:  The New Hampshire Division of Historical 
Resources was established in 1974 as the State Historic Preservation Office. The historical, archaeological, 
architectural and cultural resources of New Hampshire are among its most important environmental assets. 
Historic preservation promotes the use, understanding and conservation of such resources for the education, 
inspiration, pleasure and enrichment of New Hampshire's citizens.  For more information, visit us online at 
www.nh.gov/nhdhr or by calling (603) 271-3483.  
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From: laura.games@eversource.com [mailto:laura.games@eversource.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 1:08 PM 
To: Peterson, Nadine 
Cc: Keddell, David M NAE (David.M.Keddell@usace.army.mil); Frank.J.Delgiudice@usace.army.mil; 
Feighner, Edna; St.Louis, Christina; Sarah Allen 
Subject: Re: Seacoast Reliability Project Madbury-Portsmouth 
  
Nadine,  
 
Your assumption about the Bruce Clouette document dated Feb 13, 2015 is correct in that this is intended 
to be an internal preliminary draft document at this time. The document was provided to your office, for 
informational purposes only, on two occasions. The first on May 29, 2015 in response to a request to 
Sarah Allen of Normandeau Associates by Edna Feighner of NHDHR. The second was sent by Dave 
Keddell of the US Army Corps of Engineers as part of the Area of Potential effect (APE) determination.  
 
At this time, Eversource is continuing to work on the Project Area Form (PAF) and intends to incorporate 
the scope discussed with you during the April 10, 2015 meeting. As previously stated and acknowledged 
by NHDHR, Eversource plans to submit the PAF soon after the project NHSEC filing. It is also anticipated 
that consultation with NHDHR will continue throughout this process.  
 
If you have any further questions, or require more information, please do not hesitate to email or to call 
me.    
 
Laura  
 
Laura V. Games   
Senior Licensing and Permitting Specialist    
PSNH dba Eversouce Energy  
13 Legends Drive, Hooksett, NH  03106    
P.O. Box 330, Manchester, NH  03105-0330  
T: (603)634-2906, E-mail: laura.games@eversource.com             
F:(603)669-4239.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This e-mail, including any files or attachments transmitted with it, is confidential and/or 
proprietary and is intended for a specific purpose and for use only by the individual or entity to 
whom it is addressed. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this e-mail or the taking of any 
action based on its contents, other than for its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your 
system. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail are not necessarily those of Northeast 
Utilities, its subsidiaries and affiliates dba Eversource Energy (Eversource). E-mail transmission 
cannot be guaranteed to be error-free or secure or free from viruses, and Eversource disclaims all 
liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions.  
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September 15, 2015 
 

Regulatory Division 
CENAE-R-PEC 
File Number:  NAE-2015-665 
 
Elizabeth Muzzey, Director and State Historic Preservation Officer 
NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street  
Concord NH 03301-3570 
 
Dear Ms. Muzzey: 
 

This regards the construction of the new Seacoast Reliability Line (SRP) 115kV 
transmission line within the existing Right-of-Way (ROW) connecting Eversource’s Madbury 
Substation to Eversource’s Portsmouth substation in Portsmouth NH. The overhead transmission 
structures are all located within an existing right-of-way.  In addition, one mile of underwater 
cable will be buried in Little Bay using jetplow technology.  All construction vehicle access 
roads and workpads in sensitive resource areas will be covered with timber matting during 
construction with appropriate erosion controls as needed.  The permit area determination letter 
dated May 4, 2015 is no longer valid as the project has been redesigned in some areas.   

 
 The application for a Section 404 and section 10 permit for the SRP project has been 
assigned file number NAE 2015-665.  For purposes of our permit review, the Corps is evaluating 
the entire SRP project as one permit application.  
 

This Corps response letter is in answer to the September 9, 2015 email request by 
Eversource’s consultant Normandeau Environmental Consultants requesting a permit area 
determination for their redesigned project. Project plans were submitted by Normandeau 
identifying the sensitive areas, timber mat, and permanent fill for access and new pole 
placements for the project. A plan set is enclosed with this mailing for your use.  

 
Corps jurisdictional areas are limited to wetlands or waters of the US. The Corps has 

determined their federal permit area for this project to be where the timber mat access way is 
established within wetlands and waters of the US along the right of way (ROW) for accessing the 
new transmission line pole locations. The undertaking consists of the use of timber mats on 
existing ATV trails which traverse wetlands along the ROW to access the new utility pole 
locations would have no potential to cause effects on resources. Work which does not involve the 
discharge of dredged or fill material in wetlands is not regulated by the Corps.  

 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act states “The head of any Federal 

agency having direct or indirect jurisdiction over a proposed Federal or federally assisted 
undertaking in any State and the head of any Federal department or independent agency having 
authority to license any undertaking shall, prior to the approval of the expenditure of any Federal 
funds on the undertaking or prior to the issuance of any license, as the case may be, take into 
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account the effect of the undertaking on any district, site, building, structure, or object that is 
included in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register.”  

 
We have reviewed Normandeau's archeological sub-consultant, Victoria Bunker Inc. (VBI) 

Phase I-A Archeological Survey of the SRP corridor, and the historical sub-consultant, 
Archeological and Historical Services (AHS), historical review report for potential resource finds 
for the SRP line sensitivity assessment within the F 107 ROW. This report still applies and was 
sent to your office with the May 4, 2015 permit area determination letter. The SRP project is 
approximately 13-mile-long line utilizing an existing transmission right-of-way that already has 
overhead power lines. Approximately 1 mile will be a submarine cable under Little Bay between 
Durham and Newington along with approximately 2600 linear feet of cable will be buried in the 
overland route previously identified. 

 
A summary of Corps permit areas within the ROW and potential work efforts are: 
 

Plan page 1, 2, 3, 4, 
 

 
 
Plan page 5 

 
Sensitive area Durham 4 is accessed through uplands. No Corps permit is required since 

no ground disturbing activities in Corps permit areas are proposed within Durham 4 sensitive 
area. 
 
Plan Page 6 

 
 

 
Plan page 7 
 

 

 
Plan Page 8 
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Plan page 9 
 

 
Plan page 10 

 

  
Plan page 11 
 

  
Plan pages 12 
 

 

 
Plan page 13 
 

 

 
Plan Page 14 

 

 
Plan page 15 

 

 
Plan page 16 

 
No Corps permit is required in sensitive areas Durham 19. No ground disturbing 

activities in wetlands are proposed within the sensitive area. 
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Plan page 17 
 

 
Plan page 18, 19 
 
 A phase 1B is not required for the jetplowing area. In a meeting between Eversource and 
the DHR on April 4, 2015, the DHR did not express any concern for resources in this area and 
agrees with the Bunker report stating that “no further archeological survey is recommended”. 

 
 

Plan Page 20 
 

 
Plan Page 21 
 

 
Plan Page 22 

 

 

 
Plan Page 23 

 

 
Plan pages 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 
 

No ground disturbing activities in sensitive areas are proposed. 1B is not required. 
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Please either contact me or have a member of your staff contact David Keddell of my 

staff at 978-318-8692 with your resource determination or if you have any questions or 
comments concerning the Corps permit areas.   

      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Frank J. Delgiudice 
      Chief, Regulatory Division Branch C 
Attachments 
 
Copy Furnished: 
 

Sarah Allen, Principal Wetland Scientist, Normandeau Associates, Inc, 25 Nashua Road, 
Bedford, New Hampshire 03110 
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From: Dana Bisbee  
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 3:20 PM 
To: Peterson, Nadine 
Cc: Boisvert, Richard A (Richard.Boisvert@dcr.nh.gov); preservationcompany@comcast.net; 
dena.champy@eversource.com; Catherine Finneran (catherine.finneran@eversource.com) 
Subject: Seacoast Reliability Project -- Additional Preservation Company 
  
Nadine, 
  
With many apologies for getting this to you late on the eve of the DOE Committee 
meeting on the Seacoast Project PAF, I am sending along comments from Preservation 
Company on the properties listed in the March 1, 2016 letter that the Town of 
Newington sent to the Army Corps and you.  We certainly understand if you can’t review 
this before the DOE Committee meeting, but we wanted you to have it in case it is of 
any help. 
  
    Dana 
George Dana Bisbee  
Devine, Millimet & Branch P.A. 
Manchester, Concord, Portsmouth NH and Boston MA 
603.695.8626 
dbisbee@devinemillimet.com  
  
 
  
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom 
they are addressed. This communication may contain material protected by attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended 
recipient or the person responsible for delivering the e-mail for the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this e-mail 
in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly proh bited. If you believe you have 
received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify Devine, Millimet & Branch by telephone at 603-669-1000. 
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Town of Newington
From:    Sarah Allen 03/09/2016 09:24 AM
To: david.m.keddell@usace.army.mil
Cc: Dena M. Champy, Kurt I. Nelson

Sarah Allen Town of Newington

1 attachment

Comments on Town Letter re Historic Sites (M3111384x9DD8D).docxComments on Town Letter re Historic Sites (M3111384x9DD8D).docx

Dave, 
Please find attached a response from Preservation Company re the letter from BCM for the Town of 
Newington.  As always, email with questions (I left my phone at home today – yikes)
Sarah
 
SARAH ALLEN, Sr.  Principal Wetland Scientist
Normandeau Associates, Inc.
25 Nashua Road, Bedford, NH 03110
603-637-1158 (direct), 603-714-3085 (cell)
sallen@normandeau.com   www.normandeau.com
 
 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
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Newington – page 2 
8 March 2016 
 
148 Nimble Hill Rd: Adams Homestead.  This property would be National Register eligible 
under Criteria A and C and possibly B.  The Project will not be visible in the public view of the 
buildings from the road.  The view from the house toward the Project is of the 1950s town 
buildings, school and fire station, (discussed in the PAF and Assessment Report) across the road 
where historically there were open fields.  (Project Area Form P-154; Historic Resources 
Assessment p. 101) 

72 Nimble Hill Rd: This ca. 1962 house with gambrel roof appears unlikely to be individually 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places because it does not display architectural 
integrity as it appears to have been a ranch that was modified with the gambrel roof.  Also, the 
Project will not be visible in the views of the house.  The view from the property across the road 
toward the Project is not a characteristic of its 1960s architecture.  (Project Area Form P-157)   

62 Nimble Hill Rd: This ca. 1940 one-story house with new siding and other changes does not 
appear to have historic architectural integrity or significance sufficient to be National Register 
eligible and a  historic view from the property is not a character defining feature.  (Project Area 
Form P-157)   

241 Nimble Hill Rd: The original appearance of this reported nineteenth century house is 
unclear.  It has all new siding and windows and is unlikely to possess sufficient integrity for its 
original appearance to be National Register eligible.  Setting and views are not historically 
significant or character defining features of this property.  (Project Area Form P-153) 

248 Nimble Hill Rd: The James Coleman House built ca. 1868 may be eligible under National 
Register Criterion C as a connected farm complex.  The Italianate period architecture noted in 
the town-wide survey has since been altered by replacement siding and windows, and changes to 
windows and doors of ell and barn.  The view from the property is not a significant component 
of its architecture.  The Project will not be seen in the view of the buildings from the road.  The 
altered building with apartments immediately south of the house also impacts integrity of its 
setting.  (Project Area Form P-152; Historic Resources Assessment pp. 99-100) 

249 Nimble Hill Road:  The Hammond House built ca. 1934 is an early twentieth century house 
with minimal Colonial Revival style elements, updated with new siding and windows.  It has a 
slight potential for individual National Register eligibility under Criterion C.  The setting is not a 
character defining feature, and a view from the house was not historically part of its design 
intent.  The setting includes several new houses nearby on Hannah Lane.  This property includes 
the old Bickford House, which may be individually eligible as an early 1700s structure.  Any 
historical or architectural significance would be confined to the building itself.  The original 
integrity of setting was lost when it was moved in the mid-1800s.  (Project Area Form P-151; 
Historic Resources Assessment pp. 99-100) 

272 Nimble Hill Rd: The Frink Farm is a contributing resource in the Newington Center 
Historic District, for which an updated National Register documentation will be completed if 
requested by NHDHR.  The individual significance of the Frink Farm has not been assessed 
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Newington – page 3 
8 March 2016 
 
although it is also clearly individually eligible; the impact of the Project is the same on the 
individual property as it is on the district as a whole.  (Project Area Form P-135-137; Historic 
Resources Assessment pp. 87-93) 

195 Little Bay Road: This ca. 1850 Greek Revival style Cape is in close proximity to the 
Project, but the intervening woods will screen it from view as ascertained using 3-D modeling.  
The house may be National Register eligible under Criterion C as an example of a Greek Revival 
cape, but it does not have agricultural land or outbuildings to suggest significance under 
Criterion A.  The Project will be behind the tree line when the house is viewed from the road.  
The house is oriented toward the road and a view from the property is not a historically character 
defining feature of its architecture.  (Project Area Form P-129; Historic Resources Assessment p. 
78) 

224 Little Bay Road: The Dame House appears likely to be eligible for the National Register as 
a mid-nineteenth century connected farm complex.  However, it lacks integrity of setting and 
agricultural associations due to land subdivision and surrounding modern housing development.  
The house is oriented south away from the Project.  The Project to the north is separated by 
woods and a new house.  The property is viewed from the road facing in the opposite direction.  
(Project Area Form P-130; Historic Resources Assessment p. 78) 

251 Little Bay Road: The Cyrus Frink House built ca. 1905 and its outbuildings have integrity 
from the time after they were relocated ca. 1952 as part of the construction of Pease Air Force 
Base.  The property may be eligible under Criterion C for architecture or under Criterion A for 
associations with mid-twentieth century themes.  The immediate setting of the yard is intact, but 
the property is surrounded by new homes.  The view of the property from the road is facing away 
from the Project.  A view from the house is not a character defining feature of its early 1900s 
architecture or 1950s relocation.  The view from the house north toward the Project includes 
woods and a late-twentieth-century residence.  (Project Area Form P-130; Historic Resources 
Assessment p. 79) 

271 Little Bay Road:  If this is an older house, it retains no historical integrity; its appearance is 
that of a 1980s modern house.     

275 Little Bay Road: This two-story house dated ca. 1947 has been updated with all new siding, 
windows and doors, so that it has little historical integrity and is unlikely to be eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places.  Therefore, it is not recommended for further evaluation.  
(Project Area Form P-131) 

339 Little Bay Road: The Pickering Farm is recommended for further survey in the PAF.  File 
search did not reveal documentation other than the ca. 1981 survey form, and 2005 Townwide 
Area Form which did not determine National Register eligibility.  This property is potentially 
affected because the Project will be visible in the view of the historic buildings from the road.  
The view from the buildings is towards the road (away from the Project) and will not be affected.  
(Project Area Form P-132; Historic Resources Assessment pp. 80-85) 
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Newington – page 4 
8 March 2016 
 
32 Old Post Road: This one-story house built ca. 1940, has a large addition, new siding and new 
windows.  It, therefore, does not appear retain sufficient integrity to be eligible for the National 
Register.  Also, it does not have a view of the Project. (Project Area Form P-150) 

46 Old Post Road: The J.A. Pickering House built ca. 1840 is a significant Greek Revival style 
house with a large New England barn.  The agricultural land has been subdivided.  The property 
would likely be eligible under Criterion C for the architecture of the buildings.  The Project is 
located to the south of the buildings and will not be in view when the buildings are viewed from 
the road facing west.  The buildings are oriented toward the road.  The view from the side and 
back of the property toward the Project is not a historically significant view.  Views from the 
property are not a character defining feature of its architectural significance.  (Project Area Form 
P-150; Historic Resources Assessment p. 98) 

50 Old Post Road:  This farmhouse likely has architectural significance under Criterion C and 
potentially significance under Criterion A or B as well.  The building originated ca. 1710 and 
was enlarged several times in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries according to the ca. 1981 
survey form.  From the 1930s, it was the home of John Frink Rowe who was a local historian 
and artist.  If investigation indicates that remodeling took place during his residency, the property 
is likely significant for that period as well. The buildings appear to have been remodeled to take 
advantage of the view towards Newington town center, in which case the view has historical 
significance and is a character defining feature.  One transmission structure will be in view from 
the house in front of the Frink Farm with the cemetery and meetinghouse in the background.  
The Project will not be in the view of the buildings when viewed publicly from the road.  
(Project Area Form P-150-151; Historic Resources Assessment pp. 98-99)  

7 Fox Point Road: This ca. 1805 center chimney house may be eligible under Criterion C for 
architecture.  It has no historic outbuildings, land or other features to suggest eligibility under 
Criterion A.  A view from the property is not historically character defining and the house is 
oriented southeast away from Project.  The view of the building from the road is in the opposite 
direction from the Project.  (Project Area Form P-149; Historic Resources Assessment pp. 100-
101) 

8 Fox Point Road: This 1950s house updated with a wing, apartment and garage appears 
unlikely to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places for architecture or historic 
associations.  It does not have a significant historic view or setting.  In the rear, the land toward 
the Project has been subdivided with a large new house set back from the road.  (Project Area 
Form P-148) 

11 Fox Point Road: This 1½-story house built ca. 1875 was moved ca. 1952 as part of the 
relocation of buildings for the construction of Pease Air Force Base.  It has possible significance 
under Criterion C for architecture, but a view from the house since 1952 is not character defining 
and the building lacks integrity of setting from the earlier period.  Therefore, only the building 
itself could potentially be eligible for the National Register, and the view of the house from the 
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Newington – page 5 
8 March 2016 
 
road is away from the Project and would not be disturbed.  (Project Area Form P-148; Historic 
Resources Assessment pp. 100-101) 

16 Fox Point Road: The Packard House is a mid-nineteenth century farmhouse in the Gothic 
Revival style.  It could be eligible for the National Register under Criterion C for architecture, 
but the property has no integrity of setting or association as a farm to be eligible under Criterion 
A.  The yard has trees to the back and side, which will screen the Project from view when the 
house is seen from the road.  A view north toward the Project from the back of the property is 
not a historically character defining feature.  The house is oriented toward the road and 
surrounded by homes of varying dates.  It does not have integrity of setting.  (Project Area Form 
P-147; Historic Resources Assessment pp. 100-101) 

27 Fox Point Road: This is a ca. 1961 ranch house with outbuildings.  None of the design 
characteristics of the house suggest that it was constructed to take advantage of a scenic vista.  If 
it were found eligible as an example of the Ranch style under Criterion C for architecture, a view 
from the property would not be considered a character defining feature, and the Project will not 
be in the public view of the building from the road.  (Project Area Form P-147) 

28 Fox Point Road: This bungalow type house was built ca. 1930 and has been updated with all 
new windows and a 1970s garage, so it does not appear likely to have retained sufficient 
integrity for its historical appearance to be National Register eligible for its architecture.  This 
property is in close proximity to the Project and it will be visible in the view of the house from 
the road.  (Project Area Form P-146; Historic Resources pp. 100-101) 
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