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NH Route 111 Aerial Utility Permit Attachment 
Haverhill Rd, Windham, NH 

Description of Proposed Work 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

National Grid is proposing to improve the reliability of the electrical infrastructure in south-central New 
Hampshire by installing a new 345kV transmission line within the existing National Grid easements in 
Windham, New Hampshire.  This new transmission line will span NH Route 111 (Haverhill Road) 
between the Hudson Town Line and Mammoth Road.  The crossing consists of the relocation of the 
existing Y-151 line to the west side of the easement and the installation of the new 345kV line in the 
location of the existing Y-151 line.  The new lines are expected to exceed the minimum vertical ground 
clearances for the roadway. 

 

CONSTRUCTION PLAN 

At the beginning of the work, National Grid’s Contractor will hold a pre-construction meeting to discuss 
all proposed aerial crossings for the project.  This meeting will include discussions of the specific 
sequence of construction, traffic control operations, an approximate schedule for the work, and contact 
names for the Contractor.  Prior to beginning the aerial crossing, National Grid will construct new 
permanent support towers to the north and south of NH Route 111 to support the new and relocated 
cables.  On the morning of the proposed work, the Contractor will meet the State Police detail at the 
work area to describe the operations.  One State Police cruiser will escort the Contractor to set-up the 
approved traffic control devices along NH Route 111 east and west of the work area.  Meanwhile, the 
Contractor will set up one mobile support tower off the pavement along the north side of the roadway.   

The actual wire pulls consist of a two-step process.  First, several pull ropes will be carried across NH 
Route 111 and over the mobile support tower using the State Police officer to temporarily stop traffic.  
This will be repeated until all pull ropes are safely in place with adequate vertical clearances over the 
roadways.  Once the pull ropes are in place, wires will be attached to the pull ropes and they will be 
pulled across the roadway under tension to minimize sag over the roadway.   Once the new utility lines 
have been installed and secured, the Contractor will remove the mobile support tower and remove the 
traffic control equipment. 

 

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

The work is expected to last two days during daylight hours on weekdays; one day to relocate the 
existing lines and one day to install the new 345kV lines.  The traffic controls would be set-up after 8:00 
AM and all traffic controls will be removed from the roadway by 4:00 PM.  The work is expected to occur 
during the Spring of 2017.   

  



TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Traffic control for this work will be in accordance NHDOT Warning Sign Package and Daytime Traffic 
Controlling details (see attached) dated February 1996.  It is expected that the preparation work for the 
aerial crossings will require work beyond the shoulder of the roadway.   

All signs placed along the roadway will be 48”x48”, with black legend on orange backgrounds.  Signs 
shall be installed on temporary sign stands such that the signs provide a minimum of 24 inches of 
clearance above the pavement.  The signs and sign standards shall comply with the National Cooperative 
Highway Research Project 350 (NCHRP 350) for test level 2 (TL-2) standards.   

Cones will be spaced at 25-foot on center along the edges of pavement to indicate the work area.  The 
State Police cruiser will be set-up off the pavement in the area of the cones for presence and to act as a 
flagger to stop traffic during the rope/wire pulls.  When the Contractor is ready to pull across the 
roadway, the uniformed officer will stop traffic for both directions along NH Route 111 for not more 
than eight minutes at each occurrence.  Traffic will then be released to let the queues clear before the 
next stoppage.  These traffic stoppages will be repeated until the new lines are installed and secured.    
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Suennen, Mark

From: Lennart Suther <LSuther@dot.state.nh.us>
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2015 9:09 AM
To: James Lillis; Suennen, Mark
Cc: Matthew Powers; Melodie Esterberg
Subject: FW: Update on the MVRP Route 111 crossing
Attachments: FMF-T 588 B&M RR Easement (Route 111).pdf; Construction of NH Route 111; FW: 

Windham

Jim & Mark – 
            Design Services agrees that if NHDOT concurs that National Grid does have prior rights at this 
crossing a Use & Occupancy Agreement will not be necessary.  This is consistent with the treatment of other 
aerial crossings of CAROW and LAROW within easements granting the utility prior rights.  In addition to the 
B&M Railroad Easement document, correspondence between NHDOT Records including the NH 111 
construction plans is attached. 
 
Lennart Suther, P.E., Utilities Engineer 
New Hampshire Depart. Of Transportation 
John O. Morton Bldg., Room 200 
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483 
Concord, NH 03302‐0483 
Phone: 603‐271‐1593 
Fax: 603‐271‐7025 
Lsuther@dot.state.nh.us 
 
 
From: Suennen, Mark [mailto:MSuennen@VHB.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2015 3:01 PM 
To: James Lillis 
Cc: Lennart Suther 
Subject: Update on the MVRP Route 111 crossing 
 

Jim, 
 
After we talked this morning, I called Lennart who directed me to NHDOT Records.  As indicated in the previous email 
back to Craig Drouin, NHDOT has confirmed that NH Route 111 in this area was constructed in 1963 on an old railroad 
corridor.  National Grid found in their records (see attached easement document and the statement below) that they 
obtained their easement from B&M railroad in 1936, many years prior to the construction of NH Route 111. 
 
If NHDOT concurs that National Grid does have prior rights at this crossing, am I correct to say that no U&O Agreement is 
required, that instead we should apply for an Aerial Utility Permit to allow the National Grid contractor to work within the 
ROW, similar to what we are doing for the I-93 crossing? 
 
[copy of text from email from National Grid Legal Department] 
 
So, this is pretty fascinating. As currently situated, Route 111 is a fairly new highway. It actually sits on top of an old RR 
ROW.  The RR was there first and we got an easement from the RR for our crossing.  (Initially, it was a license granted in 
1929, then we got a permanent easement from the RR in 1936). The state must have purchased the RR from the town, 
and relocated the highway there in 1960, but that would not have wiped out our easement in that location.  In other 
words, this isn’t a mere grant of location, we actually have underlying property rights. 
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To put it more simply, the grants of easements establishing this ROW (and the lines themselves were installed on the 
ROW) thirty years before the highway was there. 

Legal Department  
National Grid  
(781) 907-2118  

Thanks,  
Mark 
 
Mark D. Suennen, PE*, PTOE 
Project Manager  
*Licensed in NH, ME, MD 
 

 
 
2 Bedford Farms Drive 
Suite 200 
Bedford, NH 03110-6532 
P 603.391.3980 | M 603.361.0133 | F 603.518.7495  
msuennen@vhb.com 
 
Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers 
www.vhb.com  
 

 
 
This communication and any attachments to this are confidential and intended only for the recipient(s). Any other use, dissemination, copying, or disclosure of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us and destroy it immediately. Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. is 
not responsible for any undetectable alteration, virus, transmission error, conversion, media degradation, software error, or interference with this transmission or 
attachments to this transmission. 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. | info@vhb.com  
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J2E13 irEDu:: made this day of

in the year one thousand nine hundred and
tnirty—six, by and between the Poston and f,aine Railroad,

a corporation duly established under the lnvs of the State

:1 of i:Tew Hampshire, and Connecticut River Power Comnany, a cortcrr.tion.

duly established under the laws of the State of New Em shire:

7ITIE3SETH: that in consideration of one

dollar and other valuable considerations paid by the s9i& Connecti

cut :-aver 2ower Company, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowled

ad, the said boston and Uaine ailroa& does hereby pive, bargain,

soil and convey unto the said Connecticut River Power Company,

- its successors and assigns, forever, the right and easement to

mantain, operate, reconstract, repair and patrol for the

transmisaion uf hint and lew voltage electric current,

and for telephone use, lines of towers or poles, or both, with
::wires and cables struiw upon and from the same, and all nec-
H essary foundations, anchors, guys, braces, fittings, equipment

:and appurtenances as now constructed over, across and upon a

strip of land three hundred fifty 1350) feet in width situated

i 7indham in the County of hcckinntam and State of tew Hamp— - H

shire, the center line of said strip to intersect the center

line of the location of the i’ashua and :DcL-tv1 Branch of

the noston and jJaine Railroad at or acar V’üuation station

269 + ö5 on said Railrcad center line, end being shoni on

plan marked “Trusmisbion :ine msemant “‘indhalL, 14. H. Boston

-end Lame Railroad To ConnectIcut Piver Power Company. Hf. Ji’.

Cummings Asst. Chief Thgr. by. 1935.” to be recorded herewith,

coty of which is hereto attached, to which reference is hereby
made for a Lkzrthor description of the easement hereby conveyed.



Also the right and easement from time to time,

without further payrient therefor, to cut, trim and remove such

trees, underbrush and structures which in the opinion Cf the

grantee, its .ucceSsor or Pssins, may interfere with or

endanger said transmission lines and to renew and replace said

lines and each and every part thereof.

It is understood and agreed that no structures

to be erected within the limits of said Railroad location.

It is agreed that the transmission lines which

may be erected by the grantee, its successors or assigns, in

accordance with the foregoing grant shall remain the property

of the grantee, its successors and assigns, who shall pay all

taxes assessed thereon.

Sid Doston and Lame Railroad hereby reserves

for itself, its successors and assigns, the ripht to use that

tortion of its proterty over which said easement is granted

for all purposes not inconsistent with the riflts herein

granted..

TO MARE I1P 23 HO the above granted easement,

with all the privileges and appurtenances thereto belonging, to

the said Connecticut River Power Company, its successors and as

signs, to their ocm use and behoDf forever, subject,however,to the

reservations, covenants and agreements hereinafter contained.

In part Donsideration for the ±‘oreoin nant, the

said Oornecticut Liver 2ower Conpany hereby covenants and agrees,

for itself, its successors cind assigns, (1) to so place, maintsin

and use said cables and wires and the poles, towers and fix

tures svpportin the same, that the same shell not in any way

interfere with the use and operation of the RailroaC of the

grantor; (2) to relocate said poles, tcwers, wires, cables and

other appurtenances within said strip of land three hundred

fifty (350) feet wide at any time and from time to time at the

sole expense of the rFntee, its Successors or assigns, whenever

2.

are



3. such relocation is necessary for the proper operation of said 1
Railroad, such relocation to be made within sixty (60) days

after the receipt of written notice so to do from the grantor,

its successors or assizns; (3) before rnakin any changes in the

present construction of said towers and poles or of wires and

cables and other appurtenances over, the premises of the .ailroad,

to submit to the Uhief £ngineering officer of the Railroad, for

approval, complete drawings giving full information concerning

the proposed changes; to do no work or order material until the

plans have been approved by said iEnineer; to do all work sub

ject to his inspection and approval and to remove and replace

with suitable material all defective material; the decisions of

such Engineer as to quantity and quality of such work to be

final and conclusive; (4) to give notice in writing to the Chief

ingineering officer of the Railroad, except in cases of emergency,

before doing any work connected with the reconstruction, erection

repair, renewal or removal of any cables, wires and other appur

tenances over the premises of the Railroad, and to do all such [:1
vork under the supervision of and in a manner satisfactory to

said .ungineer; (5) to reimburse the Railroad for the cost of the

necessary Inspection of work done over or upon the premises of

the Railroad and for the protection of its property during the

period of any repairs, renewals, maintenance, relocation,removal

or reconstruction by the grantee, its successors or assigns, over

or upon the premises of the Railroad; said payment to be made

promptly upon receipt of bills therefor; and (6) to indemnify and

save harmless the Railroad, its successors or assigns, and its

officers, agents and servants, from and against any and all loss,

cost, damages or expense, and against any and all claims or suits

for property damage, personal injury or death caused by the exis

tence, construction, maintenance, repair, renewal, change, relo

cation, removal or use of said wires, cables, poles, supporting



r

4. towers or other appurtenances when not caused solely oy the

nelience 0± the i.ai1roa&, its agents or servants, exuept that

if such loss, injury or dame shall be cused by the joint or

H concurrin& negligence of both parties hereto, it shall be borne

by them eually.

I: 7:2E3Z nat, on the day and year first above

mentioned , the said Boston and :zuine ailrcad and the said

Connecticut River Power Coany have each caused their respective

corporate seals to be hereto affixed and these presents to be

signed in their respective names and uchaif, each b; its proper

officer thereurto duly authorized.

Signed and sealed
in presence of bOTOiT !.Ifl HAIII Ri%{OAD,

A % 77
/1/ 7

ókt
Vice president.

as aD1::EcT: ::rn ?DtR

a

__
__________

£‘&ec Va-s,

coMiio1;Tz:H . l:ssAusrTs.

Boston, 1936.

when cersonally appeared the above naned Arthur B.

Llanols, a 7iee President of the id Boston aria Zaine Rai1roC,

and jznc-.vlered the forogoin instrument to be the free act

and deed of the said Boston and Iaine Railroad,

bsfore nie

flotary Public. :

My commis ion eztires_____________________

Suffolk, se



.
-



1

Suennen, Mark

From: Suennen, Mark <MSuennen@VHB.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2015 2:16 PM
To: Craig Drouin
Cc: James Lillis; Lennart Suther
Subject: Construction of NH Route 111

Craig, 
 
I got your voicemail message.  Thank you for getting back to me on the NH Route 111 record plans.  From your voicemail, 
it sounds like the oldest records you have for the construction of Route 111 in the area of the Windham/Hudson town line 
was 1963.  You offered to email me a copy of that plan – I’d appreciate that.  I will share that with National Grid, who have 
confirmed that their easement from the old railroad lines was from 1936. 
 
Thanks again for researching the Route 111 plans.     
 
Mark D. Suennen, PE*, PTOE 
Project Manager  
*Licensed in NH, ME, MD 
 

 
 
2 Bedford Farms Drive 
Suite 200 
Bedford, NH 03110-6532 
P 603.391.3980 | M 603.361.0133 | F 603.518.7495  
msuennen@vhb.com 
 
Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers 
www.vhb.com  
 

 
 
This communication and any attachments to this are confidential and intended only for the recipient(s). Any other use, dissemination, copying, or disclosure of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us and destroy it immediately. Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. is 
not responsible for any undetectable alteration, virus, transmission error, conversion, media degradation, software error, or interference with this transmission or 
attachments to this transmission. 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. | info@vhb.com  







 
 

Aerial Utility Permit Application 

I-93 – Londonderry, NH 
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I-93 Aerial Utility Permit Attachment 
Londonderry, NH (milepoint 13.4 / STA 1723+90 and STA 3725+52) 

Description of Proposed Work 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Eversource Energy (d.b.a. Public Service of New Hampshire [PSHN]) is proposing to improve the 
reliability of the electrical infrastructure in south-central New Hampshire by installing a new 345kV 
transmission line within the existing PSNH ROW/easements in Londonderry, New Hampshire.  This new 
transmission line will span Interstate 93 (I-93) between Exits 4 and 5.  The location of the crossing is in 
the middle of the existing aerial crossings near milepoint 13.4.  The new lines are expected to exceed the 
minimum vertical ground clearances for the existing conditions and are expected to continue to exceed 
the minimum vertical clearance after the I-93 widening project (NHDOT Project 14633I). See attached 
for the proposed transmission line overlaid on the 14633I plans and cross-section. 

 

CONSTRUCTION PLAN 

Prior to beginning the aerial crossing, PSNH will construct new permanent support towers to the east 
and west of I-93 to support the new cables.  Within two weeks prior to the proposed aerial crossing, the 
Contractor will hold a pre-construction meeting with NHDOT District 5 personnel to discuss the specific 
construction sequence for the night of the crossing.  The Contractor will be required to provide an hour-
by-hour traffic control plan for the night of the crossing to NHDOT District 5 for review and approval.  
The Contractor must coordinate the date and times of the proposed crossing with the District Five 
Access and Utility Technician at least one week prior to conducting the crossing.   

On the evening of the proposed work, the Contractor will meet the State Police at a parking lot along 
Route 102 to discuss the proposed activities.  One State Police cruiser will escort the Contractor to set-
up the approved traffic control devices along both I-93 northbound and southbound.  Meanwhile, the 
Contractor will set up the mobile support towers along the right shoulder of the northbound barrel, the 
right shoulder of the southbound barrel, and in the median cross-over location.   

One State Police cruiser each will be parked in advance of the shoulder closure area along both the 
northbound and southbound barrels.  Two State Police cruisers will be stationed at the Exit 4 on-ramp 
area and two State Police cruisers will be stationed near the median cross-over north of Exit 5.  These 
four State Police cruisers will manage the rolling roadblocks each time they are required.    

The actual wire pull consists of a two-step process.  First, several pull ropes will be carried across I-93 
over the mobile support towers, one barrel at a time, using the State Police rolling roadblocks to 
temporarily close the roadway to through traffic.  This will be repeated until all pull ropes are safely in 
place with adequate vertical clearances over the roadways.  Once the pull ropes are in place, wires will 
be attached to the pull ropes and they will be pulled across the highway under tension to minimize sag 
between the mobile support towers.   Once the new utility lines have been installed and secured, the 
Contractor will remove the mobile support towers, return the site to pre-existing conditions, and 
remove the traffic control equipment. 



 

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

The work is expected to last two weeknights, Sunday night through Friday morning.  The shoulder 
closure would be set-up after 9PM and all traffic controls will be removed from I-93 by 4 AM.  The work 
is expected to occur during the Spring of 2017.   

 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Traffic control for this work will be in accordance with the 2009 edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD)1.  See attached for a sketch of the traffic control plan for this work.  It is 
expected that the preparation work for the aerial crossings will require right and left shoulder closures 
on both the I-93 northbound and southbound barrels.  Signs required include: 

• 1.5 miles from first drum: flanking W20-1 (Road Work Ahead) 
• 1.0 mile from first drum: flanking W3-4 (Be Prepared to Stop) 
• 1500 feet from first drum (right side): W21-5bRM (Right Shoulder Closed Ahead) 
• 1500 feet from first drum (left side): W21-5bLM (Left Shoulder Closed Ahead) 
• 500 feet from first drum (right side): W21-5a (Right Shoulder Closed) 
• 500 feet from first drum (left side): W21-5a (Left Shoulder Closed)  
• 100 feet south of Route 28 along the Exit 5 southbound on-ramp: W20-1 (Road Work Ahead) 
• 600 feet south of Route 28 along the Exit 5 southbound on-ramp: W3-4 (Be Prepared to Stop) 
• 250 feet north of the physical gore along the Exit 5 southbound on-ramp: W20-7 (Flagger Sign) 

All signs placed along the roadway will be 48”x48”, with black legend on orange backgrounds.  Signs 
shall be installed on temporary sign stands such that the signs provide a minimum of 24 inches of 
clearance above the pavement.  The signs and sign standards shall comply with the National Cooperative 
Highway Research Project 350 (NCHRP 350) for test level 3 (TL-3) standards.   

The shoulders will be closed with drums using a 250 foot shoulder taper and extending 650 feet 
upstream of the mobile support tower.  Throughout the work period, one State Police officer shall be 
stationed upstream of each right side shoulder closure for presence. 

When the Contractor is ready to pull the lines across the northbound barrel, two State Police in cruisers 
will establish a rolling roadblock beginning near the Pillsbury Road overpass to provide not more than 
eight minutes of road closure.  When the Contractor is ready to string the line across the southbound 
barrel, State Police will establish a rolling roadblock beginning near the Exit 5 on-ramp, with flaggers 
holding traffic along the on-ramp to provide not more than eight minutes of road closure.  After traffic 
returns to free-flowing operations, the process will repeat.  These traffic stoppages will continue until 
the new lines are installed and secured. 

 

1 “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)”, 2009 Edition, published by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). 
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Londonderry Rail Trail Aerial Utility Permit Attachment 
Londonderry, NH 

Description of Proposed Work 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Eversource Energy (d.b.a. Public Service of New Hampshire [PSHN]) is proposing to improve the 
reliability of the electrical infrastructure in south-central New Hampshire by installing a new 345kV 
transmission line within the existing PSNH ROW/easements in Londonderry, New Hampshire.  This new 
transmission line will span the existing Londonderry Rail Trail along NHDOT’s Manchester/Lawrence 
Recreational Rail Trail.  The location of the crossing is approximately 500 feet north of the trail’s 
intersection with NH Route 28 (Rockingham Road).  The new lines are expected to exceed the minimum 
vertical ground clearances for the rail trail corridor. 

 

CONSTRUCTION PLAN 

At the beginning of the work, PSNH’s Contractor will hold a pre-construction meeting to discuss all 
proposed aerial crossings for the project.  This meeting will include discussions of the specific sequence 
of construction, traffic control operations, an approximate schedule for the work, and contact names for 
the Contractor.  Prior to beginning the aerial crossing, PSNH will require temporary construction access 
along the rail trail corridor to construct new permanent support towers to the east and west of the rail 
trail corridor to support the new cables.  As trucks will be entering and exiting at the trailhead, the 
Contractor will set-up W11-10 Trucks warning signs along NH Route 28 north and south of the trailhead.  
During construction operations, the Contractor will provide orange construction fencing to isolate the 
public access trail corridor from the utility work zone.   

 

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

The work is expected to last several weeks during daylight hours on weekdays.  The traffic controls along 
the trail will be established at the beginning of the tower construction and will be removed once the 
aerial crossing has been completed.  The work is expected to occur during the Spring of 2017.   

 

TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The transportation plan for this work has two elements: temporary traffic control along NH Route 28 
during construction access; and pedestrian/bicyclist traffic controls along the rail trail corridor during 
construction operations.  The traffic control along NH Route 28 will be in accordance with the 2009 
edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)1 and will consist of W11-10 warning 
signs placed 500 feet east and west of the rail trail intersection with NH Route 28.   The signs will be 

1 “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)”, 2009 Edition, published by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). 

                                                           



48”x48” with black legend on orange backgrounds.  Signs shall be installed on temporary sign stands 
such that the signs provide a minimum of 24 inches of clearance above the pavement.  The signs and 
sign standards shall comply with the National Cooperative Highway Research Project 350 (NCHRP 350) 
for test level 2 (TL-2) standards.  See attached for a sketch of typical temporary construction access 
driveway signing. 

Pedestrian/Bicyclist traffic controls will consist primarily of W21-7 Utility Work Ahead signs placed at the 
trailhead and 100 feet north of the limit of construction along the trail.  These signs will be 36”x36” with 
black legend on orange backgrounds and shall be mounted to permanent supports for the duration of 
the construction operations along the rail trail corridor.  For the safety of the public along the trail, the 
Contractor will install and maintain orange safety fencing along the trail to separate the public access 
trail from the construction work area.   
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To: File Date: 
 

June 1, 2015 
 

  Project #: 12650.01  
 

From: Mark Suennen, PE, PTOE Re: Rail Trail Supplemental Conditions 
 

 

During the SEC Application process, VHB contacted both the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) 
Bureau of Rail and Transit and the New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development (NHDRED) 
Bureau of Trails to determine who had jurisdiction over the Londonderry Rail Trail corridor.  It was determined that 
NHDOT had primary jurisdiction due to the corridor being owned by the State as a railroad corridor: the Manchester 
& Lawrence Branch Railroad Corridor, Londonderry.  Therefore, the SEC Application includes a joint application for a 
Railroad Crossing Agreement and a Temporary Use Agreement for the aerial utility crossing and the construction use 
of the Rail Trail corridor. 

Additionally, NHDRED has secondary jurisdiction over the trail.  While the NHDOT permits will be sufficient for 
NHDRED permitting, NHDRED requested that these additional conditions be attached to the NHDOT permit: 

• Construction vehicles working along the trail shall include a flashing yellow beacon that must be operational 
while on the trail; 

• The Trail shall be delineated to keep trail users out of the construction area (orange safety fencing); 

• There is a prohibition against any construction vehicles on the trail from December 15th to April 1st of each 
year (for recreational snow machines); and 

• When available, a copy of the approved NHDOT permits shall be forwarded to the NHDRED Bureau of Trails 
(Attn: Margaret Morrison) prior to starting work. 

 

\\vhb\proj\Worcester\12650.00\reports\NH SEC\NHDOT App\NHDOT_Crossing\Rail-Trail\Supplemental_Conditions_fromNHDRED.docx 

2 Bedford Farms Drive 
Suite 200 
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 
affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 
highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 
issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 
 
II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 
by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 
shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 
 
(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 
the traveling public. 
 
(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 
 
(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 
seasons of the year. 
 
(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 
 
III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 
considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 
 
(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 
 
(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 
more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 
The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 
safe sight distance has been provided. 
 
(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 
points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 
of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 
 
IV. No construction permit shall allow: 
 
(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 
may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 
particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 
 
(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 
highway exceeds 500 feet. 
 
V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 
I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 
regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 
board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 
governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 
landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 
agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 
 
VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 
existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 
under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 
continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 
not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 
ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 
frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 
the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 
such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 
hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 
time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 
as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 
their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 
responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 
 
§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 
shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 
of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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To: File Date: 
 

May 19, 2015 
 

  Project #: 12650.01  
 

From: Mark Suennen, PE, PTOE Re: Traffic Control Standards Clarification 
 

 

This memo clarifies information in the MVRP response letter from James Lillis, NHDOT District 5 Access and Utility 
Technician to Mark Suennen, VHB. 

In the second to last paragraph, Mr. Lillis states the following:  

“The traffic control plan prepared by VHB for all the locations with the exception of the Interstate is not per MUTCD 
standards.  The attached signing typical shall be used for all locations.”  

Based on discussions with Mr. Lillis, he indicated to me that the traffic control plan typical that VHB prepared for the 
non-Interstate sites does not match any MUTCD typical layout.  I explained to Mr. Lillis that the proposed utility work 
is not typical to an MUTCD layout; therefore, VHB created a unique typical application in accordance with the 
temporary traffic control standards and guidelines in the MUTCD.  Nonetheless, Mr. Lillis indicated that the 
Department would prefer that the Contractor use the signing typical he provided with the letter.  VHB will replace the 
VHB-developed traffic control plan with the Department’s signing typical.   

 

\\vhb\proj\Worcester\12650.00\reports\NH SEC\NHDOT App\Supplement_to_NHDOTcommentletter_051315.docx 
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