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PROCEEDI NGS

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Good
eveni ng, | adies and gentlenen. Wl cone to a
public nmeeting of the New Hanpshire Energy
Facility Site Evaluation Conmttee. W have one
docket for consideration on today's agenda, the
joint application of New Engl and Power Conpany,
doi ng business as National Gid, and Public
Servi ce Conpany of New Hanpshire, doing business
as Eversource Energy, for a Certificate of Site
and Facility, Docket 2015-05. |'m serving as
chair of the Subcommttee. M nane is Anne Ross.
' mgoing to ask the rest of the nenbers of the
Subcommittee to introduce thensel ves.

M5. ROBERGE: M nane is Mchel e
Roberge. |I'mthe state inplenentation program
manager for the Departnent of Environnental
Services, the Air Resources Division.

MR. BAO SVERT: |I'm R chard
Boi svert, New Hanpshire state archeol ogi st and
deputy state historical preservation officer with
t he New Hanpshire D vision of Historical
Resour ces.

COW SSI ONER BAI LEY:  |'m Kate

{SEC 2015-05}[ Public Hearing of Subcomm ttee]{12-08-15}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

Bail ey, a conmm ssioner at the Public Uilities
Conmi ssi on.

COW SSI ONER ROSE:  Good
evening. Jeff Rose. | serve as the Comm ssi oner
of the Departnent of Resources and Econom c
Devel opnent .

MS. VWEATHERSBY: Patricia
Weat her sby, public nenber.

M5. MONRCE: M nane is Pam
Monroe. | serve as the Admnistrator to the Site
Eval uation Conm ttee.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  And
sitting to ny right is Attorney | acopino, who
serves as attorney to the Site Eval uation
Committee. Also, we have sone agencies, somne
state agency representatives here. |If you could
i ntroduce yoursel ves.

MR. ADAMS: Good evening. My
nane is Collis Adans. | represent the Departnent
of Environnmental Services. | amthe
adm ni strator of the Wetl ands Bur eau.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Thank
you. Are there any ot her agencies represented?

(No verbal response)
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Ckay.
Al so tonight, Attorney Chris Aslin, with the
Attorney General's Ofice, is serving as Counsel
for the Public. Perhaps you could just stand so
peopl e know who you are.

MR. ASLIN. Good eveni ng.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Chri s
wll be handling -- if nenbers of the public have
any concerns or questions, you should certainly,
in addition to putting themon the public record
toni ght, take a nonent at sone point to chat with
Attorney Aslin.

All right. Docket 2015-05 is
titled "Joint Application of New Engl and Power
Company, Doi ng Busi ness As National Gid, and
Publ i ¢ Servi ce Conpany, Doi ng Busi ness As
Eversource Energy, For a Certificate of Site
and Facility."

On August 5th, 2015, New
Engl and Power Conpany and Public Service
Company, known as Eversource Energy, filed a
joint application for a Certificate of Site and
Facility with the Site Evaluation Conmttee.

The applicati on seeks the i ssuance of a

{SEC 2015-05}[ Public Hearing of Subcomm ttee]{12-08-15}
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Certificate of Site and Facility, approving the
siting and operation for a new 34 kV electric
transm ssion line, known as "the Project."” The
proposed transm ssion line wll be constructed
in an existing, devel oped transm ssion |ine
corridor between New Engl and Power Conpany's
Tewksbury 22A Substation in Tewksbury,
Massachusetts, and PSNH s Scobi e Pond 345 kV
substation in Londonderry, New Hanpshire. The
pre-existing transm ssion |line corridor
traverses the towns of Pel ham and Hudson in
Hi I | sbor ough County, and W ndham and
Londonderry i n Rocki ngham County.

On August 12t h, 2015, the
Committee designated a Subcomrittee to review
and address the Application in this docket. On
Sept enber 1st, 2015, Attorney Christopher Aslin
was designated to serve as Counsel for the
Public in this docket. On Cctober 5th, 2015,
the Subcomm ttee found the Application was
conpl ete and accepted it. On COctober 8th,
2015, a procedural order was issued in this
docket. In this order, the Subconmm ttee

ordered the Applicant to conduct public
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i nformati on sessions in Rocki ngham and

Hi I | sborough Counties on Cctober 29th and
Novenber 4th, accordingly. The Subcommittee
al so schedul ed a preheari ng conference for
Decenber 3rd, 2015, and ordered potenti al
intervenors to file notions to intervene by
Novenber 13, 2015. On Cctober 16, 2015, the
Appl i cant suppl emented the Application by
filing its Shoreland I npact Permt that was

i ssued by the Departnent of Environnental
Servi ces on Cctober 1st, 2015. On October 29th
and Novenber 4th, pursuant to the

subcomm ttee's procedural order, the Applicant
conducted public informati on sessions in

Rocki ngham and Hi | | sborough Counties. The
Subcomm ttee received one notion to intervene
in this docket. That notion was fil ed by

Mar garet Huard on Novenber 5th, 2015. M.
Huard's notion to i ntervene was granted on
Novenber 30th, 2015. A prehearing conference
in this docket was held on Decenber 3rd, 2015.
As a result of the prehearing conference, a
procedural schedul e was issued. A final

adj udi cative hearing is schedul ed for
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June 2016.

We are here today for a joint
public hearing in this docket. Under R S. A
162-H: 10,1-c, within 90 days after acceptance
of an Application for a Certificate, the
Subcommttee is required to hold at | east one
public hearing in each county in which the
proposed project is to be |ocated. The public
hearings are joint hearings with
representati ves of the agencies that have
permtting or other regulatory authority of the
subj ect matter and are deened to satisfy al
initial requirenments for public hearings under
statutes requiring permts relative to
environnental inpact. The hearings are al so
joint hearings with the other state agencies
and are conducted in lieu of all hearings
ot herwi se required by any of the other state
agencies. Notice of this joint public hearing
was served upon the public by publication in
t he New Hanpshire Uni on Leader on Novenber 16,
2015.

In this docket, we wl|

proceed as follows: W wll first hear a
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presentation by the Applicant. Follow ng that
presentati on, the Subconm ttee nenbers, agency
representatives and Conmttee Staff will have
t he opportunity to pose questions to the
Applicant. Thereafter, the public will be
permtted to pose questions to the Applicant.
If you ever a question for the Applicant, we
ask that you please wite your question down on
a card and hand it to Counsel for the
Committee, M ke lacopino, sitting on ny right,
or the Committee's Adm nistrator, Panel a
Monroe, down on ny left. W will try to
organi ze all of the questions by subject natter
and present themto the Applicant in an
organi zed fashion. Once we have asked all the
questions that the public nmay have, we wll
t hen take public statenents or comrents on the
Application. Please nmake your public
statenments as succinct as possi ble, and pl ease
try not to be repetitive. You can sign up to
make a public statenment on the sheets provided
at the door. Currently, | have one sheet here.
Now we wi || hear a

presentati on by the Applicant.

10
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11

MR HUDOCK: So | want to say,
first of all, thank you everyone for your
att endance this evening. And ny nane is Bryan
Hudock. |'m here on behalf of National Gid to
present this joint project between National Gid
and Eversource on the Merrinmack Vall ey
Reliability Project.

Go ahead. Can everybody hear
me okay? All right. Good.

Ckay. So, | just wanted to
start with -- is this better? Can you hear ne
now? Ckay. That's fine. | can stand back.

So I'Il just start by

reiterating that at all of these presentations,
we really want to foster open and regul ar
comruni cation on this project. W want to nake
sure that the public is educated and i nforned
about what this project is and what we intend
to do. W want to nake sure that community
I ssues are heard and addressed, and overall
make sure that throughout the Project there's
open channel s for feedback.

So, just as a bit of

background, when we're tal king about this
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12

project, this project is a transm ssion
reliability project. And in terns of the
overall electric system when we look at it,
electricity is produced at generating stations
in various |locations, where it's froma
substation wll be transmtted onto the
transm ssion system And that's |like the
hi ghway or the backbone of the electric system
It allows | arge anmounts of bul k power to be
transmtted over |ong distances. At periodic
| ocations, substations will tap into that
transm ssion system and | ower the voltage to a
di stribution voltage, where that provides the
service that you receive in your hones and
busi nesses here. So, just to reiterate, this
project is a transm ssion project designed to
rei nforce the backbone of the electric system
Ckay. So, why did this
proj ect cone about? This project began in a
study by the I ndependent System Operator in New
Engl and. They're the i ndependent organization
that's in charge of noderating and nai ntaining
the overall electric grid. And what they did

is they studied and identified a nunber of
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potential overloads on the system both at
current |load |l evels and projected out in the
future. And so they devel oped a sol ution that
woul d address these needs. So the Merri mack
Valley Reliability Project, which you can see
the purple line towards the top of the graph
there, is one of those projects.

So, this project, what is it?
It's a new overhead 345 kil ovolt transm ssion
line. As was nentioned, it starts at a
National Gid substation in Tewksbury,
Massachusetts, runs northward about 24.5 mles
on an exiting right-of-way and will end at an
exi sting substation for Eversource, Scobie Pond
in Londonderry. So we currently estimte an
overall investnment of around $123 mllion. W
have t he di stances of about 18 mles in New
Hampshire, 6.5 mles in Massachusetts. And we
anticipate a construction start in the fall of
2016, with the overall goal to have this
project in service by the end of 2017.

So, in terns of the benefits,
| think, first and forenost, the |ndependent

System OQperator has identified a need for the

13
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transm ssion system So this project is going
to ensure reliable transm ssion service for the
whol e region. That's sonmething that benefits
everybody, as far as strengthening of the
electric grid. Additionally, for nore |ocal
positive benefits, there wll be a significant

| ocal investnent. W estimate over $80 nmillion
wll be invested in New Hanpshire. So that

wll result in tax revenues for the
nmuni ci palities that are affected. And then
also the effects of the investnent, in terms of
jobs, both a direct result of the construction
and indirect for the size of a project to be
able to provide services for this project.

So, just a quick sunmary of
where we are in the process. W started all
the way up here towards the top, further back,
obvi ously, soliciting comunity input. W had
public information sessions back in My, and
that was in support of soliciting and fostering
t hat communi cation. As was nentioned, we filed
our application in August and are currently in
the process now. So we had the post-filing

project information sessions at the end of

14

{SEC 2015-05}[ Public Hearing of Subcomm ttee]{12-08-15}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

Cct ober and the begi nning of Novenber, and we
are currently in the next step of the process
in terms of these hearings tonight. So,
overall, what we're |l ooking at is continuing
the process to get a positive decision in 2016.

So I'll end the way we end all
our presentations here. Again, we can't
enphasi ze enough the need for conmmuni cation
with the stakeholders on this project. So we
have up here a couple ways that anyone can get
in touch with us: The project web site, as
well as a toll-free nunber that's available if
anyone has any feedback now or in the future.
So that information is there.

| think that's about it. So,
t hank you, everyone, for your attention this
eveni ng and conmi ng back out. I'Il turn it back
over to the nenbers of the SEC

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: So,

Comm ttee nenbers and agency representatives nmay

now ask the Applicant questions.

(No verbal response)

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: | have

a question. How do the height of the new towers

15
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that you're going to be constructing in the
corridor conpare to the height of the existing
t owers?

MR. PLANTE: Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentlenmen. M/ nanme's David Pl ante.
' mthe manager of the transm ssion project
managenent group for Eversource in New Hanpshire.
And | guess |I'I|l take that first question. And I
actually did have sone statistics conpiled here
so |I'd get it right.

The average exi sting hei ght of
the transm ssion structures in the corridor
right now is approximately 79 feet in
Londonderry, 78 feet in Hudson for Eversource;
and for National Gid, it ranges from55 feet
to 125 feet because they have a nmuch w der
variety of voltages that they' re constructed
at. The proposed heights for these structures
are, for Londonderry, approxinmately 90 feet,
and Hudson, 86 feet for Eversource. So,
probably, you know, 8, 9 feet taller than the
exi sting structures. And in Hudson, W ndham
and Pel ham for National Gid, the average

proposed heights are in the 75- to 80-foot
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range, which is actually kind of in between
what's there now.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: On
average, how many wires or cables will be hangi ng
on each of the towers.

MR. PLANTE: O the proposed
structures?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  Yes.

MR. PLANTE: Each structure wl|l
support two overhead |ightning protection cabl es,
as well as six phased conductors. It's a
t hr ee- phase system and each phase is consisting
of two individual conductors. So there'll be
two --

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  So,
roughly ei ght cables, two and six?

MR. PLANTE: Exactly eight
cabl es.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  And
what -- | think I noticed in the Application that
there were sone areas in the right-of-way where
you had to clear additional trees to the w dth of
the right-of-way; is that correct?

MR. PLANTE: That is correct.

{SEC 2015-05}[ Public Hearing of Subcomm ttee]{12-08-15}
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  About
how much of the length of the right-of-way in New
Hanpshire is going to require clearing?

MR. PLANTE: dearing wll be
requi red on nost sections of the right-of-way.
However, the wdening is on approximately 4 mles
of the corridor in Hudson and Londonderry.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROCSS: But
that's clearing of the brush in the existing
ri ght-of-way and not all trees.

MR. PLANTE: Yes. So there's
sone side trimmng. And in the section of the
right-of-way from Scobie Pond south toward W1 ey
Hi Il Road in Londonderry, there's actually a
narrow strip of trees in the mddle that w |
have to be renoved in order to provide space for
t he proposed transm ssion |ine.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Thank
you. I|I'msorry. | don't nean to nonopolize. Do
ot her peopl e have questions? |'msorry.

MS. VWEATHERSBY: (oi ng back to
the clearing for a mnute. WIIl the right-of-way
itself, the anobunt that's cl eared, becone w der?

MR. PLANTE: Yes, for the 4-mle

{SEC 2015-05}[ Public Hearing of Subcomm ttee]{12-08-15}
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section between approximately David Drive in
Hudson and Wley H Il Road in Londonderry, the
cleared width will now be approximately 85 feet
greater than it is now However, it's not a

w deni ng of our corridor, per se. |It's just
actually clearing the trees that have been in
there for many, many years.

COW SSI ONER RCSE: | did have a
question. It was referenced in Bryan's comments
that this was identified as a need of | SO New
Engl and to strengthen the electric grid. | was
just hoping to try to get a little bit nore
i nformati on about what it is that they
identified, in terns of, assuming the title of
"reliability,"” that the ultinmte objective was to
try to strengthen the electric grid.

MR. PLANTE: Ckay. You want it
or me? Al right. 1'll take it.

Yeah. So, basically our
mssion as a public utility is to provide safe
and reliable energy to every custoner all the
time. And | SO New Engl and i s our planning
body. They oversee the planning and operation

of the entire transm ssion systemin New

19
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Engl and. They' ve undertaken a study that's
been going on for a very, very long tine to
determ ne the strengths and weaknesses of our
system And what they do is they | ook at tens
of thousands of scenarios of transm ssion
configurations to determ ne, under reasonably
stressed conditions, can we provide energy to
every custoner all the tine. So, those

condi tions would include, you know, storm
condi ti ons, obviously, because we do experience
occasi onal stormissues. But there are also a
variety of other things that affect or stress
the system including the availability of
generation, what generators are on or off at
any given tinme, and what types of mai ntenance
are going on in the systemat any given tine.
Certain lines could be out of service. Certain
substation el enents coul d be out of service for
pl ant mai ntenance. And if sonething happens at
that tinme, the planning entities have to | ook
and under stand whet her the system can actually
support all the load with that next el enent of
service. So that's how the planning kind of

works. I'mnot sure if |I'mheading in the

20
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right direction for you.

COW SSI ONER ROSE:  Yeah. I''m
famliar with how the planning parcels work. |
was just curious as to what it was they
identified that was i nadequate under the current
scenari o.

MR. PLANTE: Oh, so what they
identified is that, under certain of these
conti ngencies, there are thermal overloads on a
variety of transm ssion elenents, particularly
t he 345 kV and the underlying 115 kV and 230 kV
systems under peak |oad conditions, even at the
2013 load levels. And also, there are voltage
concerns, high voltage concerns under these sane
conti ngenci es when the systemis at a m ni nrum
| oad I evel. So, w thout enough | oad, the voltage
rises to such a level that it can damage
el ectrical equipnent. So the proposed project
addr esses both those concerns.

COW SSI ONER ROSE:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BAI LEY: M.

Pl ante, what happens if the project isn't built?

MR. PLANTE: If the project

isn't built...
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COW SSI ONER BAI LEY: To the
electrical system | nean, is it going to fail?

MR, HUDOCK: | guess I'll take a
stab at that one. (Obviously, today the system
isn't failing or anything like that. The whol e
i dea around the study is that it investigates
possibilities or contingencies; so, what would
happen if certain things would happen? So what
they did find in today's load |l evel is that
certain contingencies could cause failures of
ot her conponents in the system or overl oads of
ot her conponents in the system So the shorter
answer is: Hopefully nothing will happen until
this is built. But at the sane tine, there is a
need with today's load | evels to nake sure these
i mprovenents are made.

COW SSI ONER BAI LEY: So an
overl oad condition on a peak day m ght cause a
power outage.

MR. HUDOCK: Again, this is
based not necessarily on the demand or how hi gh
it is, but also having certain contingencies in
the system As Dave nentioned, this could be

generators that have to be out or certain |lines
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or conponents that are out of service. So it's
nore a matter of having the right conbi nation of
t hose things and the | oadi ng where you can see
sonet hi ng happen. So, if that addresses your
question. ..

COW SSI ONER BAI LEY:  Okay.

MS. WEATHERSBY: So is the
electricity that's being transported between
Tewksbury and Scobi e Pond pretty nmuch staying in
that area and the smaller lines that go off of
it, or is this basically just transporting power
to the grid?

MR. HUDOCK: So the transm ssion
systemis designed to bring energy from where
it's generated to where it's needed. And so it
isn't necessarily restricted to, | would say the
i mredi ate areas of Scobie Pond or for Tewksbury
22A. There's further transm ssion |ines from
there that carry the electricity to other areas
of the system-- so, Eastern Massachusetts and
ot herwi se. The study identifies the specific
conmponents in the system But the whole system
is interconnected in terns of where the power is

going. So it's not going to be a matter of power
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com ng from Scobie Pond, let's say, to Tewksbury
and just really serving those residents there.
It's going to go el sewhere.

MS. WEATHERSBY: One | ast
question. Wat will be the cost to New Hanmpshire
r at epayers?

MR. HUDOCCK: So, the overal
i nvestnent for New Hanpshire, we currently
estimate it at $82 million. And what we
calculated is that, for the local residential
rat epayer, that would equate to a little --
bet ween $1 and $2 annually for their bill.

COW SSI ONER BAI LEY: Do t he
ot her New Engl and r at epayers share in the cost?

MR, HUDOCK: Yes, they do. This
project falls under the portion of your bill that
is basically funding the transm ssion system
which is a regional pool. So all the ratepayers
of New England fund all of the transm ssion
upgr ades, regardless of where it is. And that
percentage is based on a fornmula that's
cal cul ated based on the | oads served by those
custoners. So | believe New Hanpshire is

9 percent, | think, of the pool. So, no natter
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where a transm ssion project is built, whether
it's in New Hanpshire, or it's partially in New
Hanpshi re or Massachusetts, or even in Rhode
| sl and, Massachusetts ratepayers will pay that
9 percent of the total transm ssion upgrade
cost s.
COW SSI ONER BAI LEY:  So is New
Hanpshire paying 9 percent of $82 mllion, or is
$82 mllion 9 percent of the total project cost?
MR HUDOCK: No, $82 million is
the investnent in New Hanmpshire for this project.
So it's over half of the total investnent. But
in terns of the total funding, it would be
9 percent of $120 nmillion would be the anount
t hat New Hanpshire ratepayers woul d be payi ng.
COW SSI ONER BAI LEY: Because
part of the cost is in Massachusetts and part is
in New Hanpshire, and the total cost is $120
mllion?
MR, HUDOCK: Correct.
COW SSI ONER BAI LEY: So we
woul d pay -- New Hanpshire ratepayers would pay
9 percent of $120 mllion over tine.

MR HUDOCK: Yeah, the total
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project costs a little nore than $120 nilli on.
But yes, you have the concept exactly right.

COW SSI ONER BAI LEY:  Thank you.

MR TACOPINO | don't know
whi ch representative is best to answer this
question. But we often hear about electric and
magnetic fields, electrical fields comng from
t hese high-tension wires. Can you tell us if
this project will increase those fields in the
| ocal areas where it's being built, and is there
a reason to be concerned about public safety from
t hat ?

MR, HUDOCCK: Sure. So | think
the best person to address that question is here
tonight. W do have Dr. WIlIliam Bail ey, who we
comm ssioned a study on just these matters. So
['"ll turn it over to himand |let himspeak to
your concerns.

DR. BAILEY: Thank you. Yes,
this project, |like every other part of electric
systemw || produce el ectromagnetic fields when
it's in operation. So, whenever electricity is
flow ng, whether it's on a transmssion line, a

distribution Iine running outside your house,
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appliance, the wiring in your hone will be a
source of these fields.

We did a conprehensive report
at the request of the conpanies to determ ne
what were the current | evels of these fields
along the project route, and to | ook how t hose
| evel s woul d change as a result of the addition
of a new transm ssion |line. The results showed
that, for the nost part, the changes will be
quite small. And part of this results fromthe
fact that there are advantages taken in the
fact that el ectromagnetic fields, unlike other
t hi ngs we nmeasure in our environnent, |ike the
percent of oxygen in the air, have not only a
magni t ude you can quantify the strength of
t hese, but they also have a direction. So if
you have a magnetic field comng from one
transm ssion line, and a nagnetic field from
anot her conductor or another transm ssion |ine
is going in the opposite direction at the sane
time, the fields will tend to cancel. So as
part of the analysis, we |ooked at how t he
phases of the new line could be arranged in

such a way as to mnimze the magnetic fields
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at the edge of the right-of-way.

I n addition, for a good part
of the Project, the primary work that's taking
place in addition to the new line is towards
the center of the right-of-way, which neans
that there is a much greater distance to the
edge of the right-of-way and properti es away
fromthe right-of-way, fromthe new line, for
much of the route. So, the conbi nati on of
t hese circunstances neans that the Project wll
have a relatively small inpact on the | evels of
electric and magnetic fields outside the
ri ght - of - way.

MR |ACOPINO WII that small
i npact affect public safety at all?

DR BAI LEY: No. This is a
topi c that has been researched, and |'ve been
heavily involved in this for the |ast 35 years.
Today there's not a single national or
i nternational health agency that has determ ned

that either electric or magnetic fields at the

| evel s that we encounter in our environnent, even

directly underneath the conductors of the

transm ssion line that exist today, or would

28
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exist in the future with this project, is a cause
of any adverse affect on health.

As you are probably aware,
t here have been studi es | ooking at the question
about whet her exposure to these fields over a
| ong period of tine mght influence chronic
di seases |i ke cancer or neurol ogi cal diseases.
And today, the Wrld Health Organi zati on and
ot her agenci es has exam ned all of this
research. The nost recent review of this
research was just in 2015 and was publi shed by
an agency of the European Conm ssion. And
their conclusion, like the Wrld Health
Organi zation, is that exposure to these fields,
so long as they're under the recogni zed
gui deline levels of internationa
organi zati ons, are w thout any known adverse
effects on health. | would point out that
cal cul ati ons show both existing | evel s and
after-construction levels of these fields wll
be a very small fraction of these recomended
exposur e gui del i nes.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER RCSS: W |

there be any neasurenent to confirmthat your
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nodeling is correct once the lines are in place?
DR. BAILEY: | don't know what
the plan is. Sonetines that is the case. | can
tell you from havi ng done post-construction
nmeasurements for a project that we worked on in
t he past, we have found a very good agreenent
bet ween the Projected | evels of el ectromagnetic
fields and those that we neasured after
construction.
MR | ACOPI NO. One ot her
question. WII| there be any constructed al ong
ri ght-of-way between the two substations any new

per manent access poi nts?

MR, PLANTE: | think I'd like to

have Sherrie address that question. She's the
Director of Energy Services for VHB and the | ead
envi ronnental consultant with the Project.

MS. TREFRY: (Good eveni ng.
Sherrie Trefry wth VHB.

So we have subm tted
Departnment of Transportation right-of-way
permts to access the right-of-way during
construction. So those have been fil ed.

There's four |ocations where we have pernanent

30
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wet | and crossi ng proposed for sone pernanent
access ways in the National Gid portion. The
reason for that is because there is a -- Pel ham
substation is in that area, and we have to

routi nely access that area for sw tching

equi pnent. So there is some pernmanent access
way proposed in that | ocation.

MR I ACOPINO And all of those
have been the subject of the permts that you
requested at the Departnent of Environnental
Servi ces?

MS. TREFRY: Yes.

MR. | ACOPI NO Thank you.

MS. WEATHERSBY: What will be
the effects of both the construction and the
operating facility on wildlife?

MS. TREFRY: Sherrie Trefry from
VHB answering that question.

We | ooked at the existing
w ldlife habitat cover, |ooked at what Fish and
Game has napped, and also field-verified the
wldlife habitat in those areas, and | ooked at
the clearing inpacts that woul d be necessary

for construction of the Project. And in our
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anal ysis, the |l evel of conversion for the
anount of clearing that's required i s not going
to significantly inpact the wildlife habitat in
those areas. It's not generating a significant
change in the | andscape | evel of wildlife
habitat that is out there. And in certain
cases, the conversion of forested area to
scrub-shrub area within the right-of-way does

i ncrease the habitat for sone species, |ike the
New Engl and Cottontail, which is known to exi st
in the Londonderry area. And we're also
perform ng sone surveys for New Engl and
Cottontail this Decenmber and January when the
snow falls to determ ne the presence of that
species in the right-of-way.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER RCsS: Al
right. At this point I'"'mgoing to start the
questions fromthe public. | have sone witten
questions. Sone of themare |longer, so | wll
just read them

The first is: Wat are the
health risks from exposure to el ectromagnetic
frequenci es from hi gh-vol tage transm ssi on

I i nes, and what standards do you use?

32
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DR. BAILEY: Bill Bail ey again.
As | said before, no agency has determ ned that
there are health risks at the ordinary |evels we
encounter in our environnent. However, |ike
everything else in life, at sufficiently high
intensity, al nost any exposure can be harnful.
So we have to distinguish between the |ikelihood
of effects based upon the magni tude of the
stinmulus. So we know that for very strong
el ectromagnetic fields, higher than even woul d be
encountered by the workers at electric utilities
who are working directly with energi zed
equi pnent, at levels far higher than that, there
can be stinulation of the nervous systemthat
coul d cause electrical changes in the nervous
system But those levels are -- occur at |evels
that are literally hundreds of tinmes to thousands
of times higher than woul d be encountered in our
everyday environnent. So when the standards are
set -- two organi zations that have set gui delines
for exposure to the general public and also for
workers to el ectromagnetic fields, one is the
| nt ernati onal Conmm ssion on Non-ioni zing

Radi ati on Protection, which is affiliated wth
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the World Health Organi zati on, and they have
gui del i nes of 2000 mlligauss for conti nuous
exposure to the general public; the other
organi zati on has a guideline of 9,040. Now,

t hese gui delines, their recommended exposure

| evel s are not the | evel where if you go

5 percent over that |evel, that sone harnful
effect is going to occur. These |levels are set
so that they're roughly 50 tinmes or nore bel ow
the | evel where there would be any noti ceabl e
effect. So those are the standards that we have
used as guidelines and are used in
internationally to judge the |ikelihood of
effects fromthese exposures.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: How
does your nodeling conpare to those standards for
the |l evel of magnitude of the el ectromagnetic
field after the Project is conpleted?

DR. BAILEY: Wwell, if | recall
on the section that has the hi ghest nagnetic
field today at the edge of the right-of-way, it's
28 mlligauss as opposed to 2,000 and 9, 000
mlligauss. And on that section of the

right-of-way, the field level | think decreases
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after the Project by about 5 mlligauss. So that
section where it's highest will actually go down
as a result of the Project.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Thank
you.

MR I ACOPINO Can | ask a
questi on about that?

Sir, can | ask you one ot her
question? | understand that you say that
there's been no denonstration of any health
effects from conti nuous exposure at the |evels
that are commonly seen. But are you aware of
anything in the literature that tal ks about
cancer clusters or things like that in the
vicinity of high-voltage |lines?

DR. BAILEY: Questions about
clustering disease, such as cancer clusters, is a
topic that state health agenci es everywhere are
call ed upon to address, where soneone calls in
and says there appears to be an excess of
gastrointestinal illness in our area, maybe it's
a suspected outbreak infectious disease; could be
concerns about what appears to people to be an

excess nunber of m scarriages; could be concerns
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about cancer in a particular area. And so the
state health agencies soneti nes get dozens to
hundreds of such questions raised to them each
year. |It's very hard, with the exception of
certain types of conplaints, to actually
ascertain what the cause of a particular cluster
i's, because sonetines these clusterings can be
just chance. So if | take a handful of ny
child s jacks and | throw t hem down on the fl oor,
there's a random pattern. On sone squares of the
floor there are going to be no jacks and ot her

pl aces there are going to be two, sonetines
three, maybe one. And so when you have conmon

di seases in the popul ation, their occurrence does
not occur uniformy throughout the popul ati on.

So when we want to answer a question about the
cause of sone particul ar outconme, such as cancer,
we don't | ook at clusters, because it's
notoriously difficult for certain types of
questions, particularly diseases, take a | ong
time to find out what those causes are and
distinguish it fromthis random devel opnent of

di sease. So, to those kinds of studies, we | ook

at human epi dem ol ogy studies in which we | ook at
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| arge popul ations, sonetines of entire countries.
As in the case of a nunber of EM- studi es that
have been done across Europe, countries that have
i nvol ved all of Norway, all of Sweden, all of
Denmark, all of the UK, and large states in the
U S, including California, we have | ooked to see
is there a relationship between the occurrence of
di sease when you have a | arge popul ati on st udy
and sources of exposure to el ectronagnetic
fields, like transm ssion lines and distribution
| i nes and substations. These studies as a whole
have not found a relationship that any agency
woul d suggest is a cause-and-effect rel ationship.
I n sone cases, particularly in the earlier

studi es, we saw statistical correlations between
esti mates of exposure to these fields and certain
types of cancer. Wat | nean by "estinates of
exposure,” it mght be in the early days of
counting the nunber of wres that were hangi ng on
towers and judgi ng the apparent thickness of the
w res and | ooki ng at how cl ose they were to
residences. This is obviously a very crude way
of estimating the exposure. Today we have much

nor e sophi sticated net hods by which we can
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mat hemati cal l y nodel the exposure both currently
and in the past at people's residences using
met hods |i ke we have applied for estimating
exposure fromthe current project. O we can ask
| ar ge popul ati ons of people to wear a recording
magnetic field neter as they go about their
busi ness during the day and neasure 24 hours a
day what are the | evels of magnetic fields they
encounter while they' re at hone, whether at
school or work, and how that relates to potenti al
sour ces.

So all of these types of
studi es have been done with human subj ects.
And al so, we al so | ook at ani mal studies,
because they're obviously -- the hunman
popul ati on and our circunstances is very
conmplex, and so it's hard to isolate out a
particular factor. So we go to experinental
studies in a |l aboratory where we can
experinmentally control the genetics of all the
animal s that participate in the experinents.
So we know if we do see a difference between
two groups, it can't be due to genetic

di fferences, because all the animal s were
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genetically identical when they went into the
experiments. And we can also control all of
the factors -- the tenperature, the humdity,
the diet -- so if we do see a difference

bet ween the animals, at the end of the

experi ment we know what was the factor

i nvol ved.

Now, Congress, in the 1990s,
asked the National Institute of Environnental
Heal th Sciences to do studies to find out if
there was a supporting basis for the idea that
exposure to el ectromagnetic fields from power
lines or electrical appliances had adverse
effects on health. So the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences asked the
internationally recogni zed national toxicol ogy
programto design a study to | ook at exposures
of animals to these fields over their entire
lifetinme. So they | ooked at two species of
animals at | evels of 200, 2,000 mlligauss,
10,000 mlligauss. And then with the idea that
maybe interm ttent exposure m ght be different
fromthe continuous exposure, they had the

fields at 10,000 mlligauss turned off every 15
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m nutes so that the fields were constantly
bei ng switched on and off. At the end of the
lifetime, they analyzed 50 different tissues of
t hese ani mal s under a m croscope and | ooked to
see is the preval ence of cancer any different
in these two popul ati ons, exposed and
unexposed, and in particular, any relationship
bet ween the | evel of the magnetic field they
were exposed to during their lifetime and the
i nci dence of cancer. The Nati onal Toxi col ogy
Program deternined, in fact, that there was no
relationship. Simlar studies have been done
by scientists in Canada. And in Japan, the
study went as high as 50,000 mlligauss, and at
the end of the experinent, they found no
di fference between the ani nals that had
exposure to the nagnetic fields or controll ed
conditions. So these are the main types of
studies that we use to assess potential hunman
health risk from any exposure in our
envi ronnent, including el ectromagnetic fields.
MR. | ACOPINO | appreciate your
answer contained a | ot of hel pful information,

but nmy question was a little bit nore limted.
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It was, are you aware of any literature that
denonstrates that there may be cancer clusters
identified in areas where people are conti nuously

exposed to high transm ssion |ines.

DR BAILEY: |I'msorry if | went
on. | do not know of any confirned cancer
cluster. | know that there have been all egations

of cancer clusters, but I don't know of a cancer
cluster that a state health departnent has

i nvestigated and determ ned to be caused by power
i ne.

MR. I ACOPINO M question only
goes to the literature, not runors or
all egations, but in the literature.

DR BAILEY: That's what |'m
referring to. Those reports would be issued by
state health departnents.

MR. | ACOPI NO Thank you.

MS. ROBERGE: | had a question.
You referenced a nodel used to estimate the
magnetic field; is that correct?

DR BAILEY: That's correct.

MS. ROBERGE: Can you speak to

the accuracy of the nodel, in terns of would you
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say it's conservative or, you know -- and al so,
is the nodel site-specific? Does it take
information specifically related to this project
and -- can you speak a little bit to that?

DR BAILEY: Certainly. The
nodel , as we described it, is just a way to
produce cal cul ati ons of the el ectromagnetic
fields. These follow the |laws of physics. So if
you know t he exact | ocation of the conductors in
space, if you know exactly what the voltage is
appl i ed, and you know exactly what the current
is, the laws of physics wll give you an exact
solution as to the magnetic field at any point in
space around those conductors. The particular
programthat's used to input this data is one
t hat was devel oped by an agency of the U S
Depart nent of Energy and has been tested over the
decades. It is recommended by several states as
the programto use for nodeling exposures from
transm ssion lines. And in our experience, and
t hat of others, when you know t hose conditions
that affect the outconme, such as the voltage, the
current flow and so on, the results are quite

accurate to within maybe 10 or 15 percent,
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dependi ng upon what the field conditions are.

MS. ROBERGE: And does the nodel
take into account specific factors related to
this project, or the proposed project -- for
i nstance, transm ssion |lines |ocation and things
like that? Is it relatively site-specific?

DR. BAILEY: Yes. The report
that was presented divided the entire route into
basically a dozen sections to account for
differences in the configuration of the lines in
each conponent of the route. And that takes into
account which lines are on the right-of-way in
that section, what the loading is on those
transm ssion |lines, what their spacing is, what
t heir hei ght above ground is, everything about
t he design | ayout of those facilities, and the
factors that affect the cal cul ations of fields
was taken into account in those sections.

MS. WEATHERSBY: Are there
practi cal neasures of screening these EMFs; if
so, do you plan to use themin areas where hones
or intensive uses nay be cl ose by?

DR. BAILEY: Well, the term

"EMF" that's conmmonly used consists of both
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electric and magnetic fields. So, electric field
is related to voltage, and that is -- electric
fields are easily bl ocked by conductive
materials, |ike fences, trees, shrubberies,
bui | di ngs and so on. And so any intervening,
conductive objects |like that between the | ocation
where |'m standing and the transm ssion |ine
woul d reduce or even totally block the electrical
field.

Magnetic fields are not
i nfl uenced by nost materials. And so,
therefore, if | take the nagnetic field neter
and | put it inside a block of wood or inside a
stone structure, | wll neasure exactly the
sane nagnetic field inside or outside. So the
t echni ques that we described of increasing the
di stance of the new line fromthe edge of the
ri ght-of-way and al so arrangi ng the nagnetic
field so they tend to cancel are the recognized
met hods used to mnimze magnetic fields, and
that shielding is not really practical. 1In
very small circunstances, like in a |aboratory
setup, where you have a very small source, one

can design conbi nati ons of al um num and st eel
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in such a way that will reduce or shun the

magnetic field away fromthe | ocation you'd
like to lower. CObviously, in the case of a
transm ssion line, this is not practical or
econom cal |y feasi bl e.

MS. WEATHERSBY: So, for the
electric fields, then, are there plans to pl ant
trees? The poles are quite high, so a fence
woul dn't do it. Are there plans to screen in any
way, or is that not necessary?

DR. BAILEY: Wll, to date,
despite over 30 years of research, scientists
haven't found that electric fields at the |evels,
even W thout any screening, pose a health risk.
So | don't know of any plans that the conpanies
have made to do special plantings to reduce the
electric field. |In areas like this, there are
many trees both on and off the right-of-way that
potentially could, you know, reduce the electric
fields below that of bare wres alone. But I
don't know of any places that have specifically
pl anned to plant trees in order to achi eve such a
reduction. | think perhaps it would be on the

idea that there wasn't an expectation that doing
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t hat woul d produce any kind of a health benefit.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Al |
right. 1'mgoing to read the next question.
You'll have to be patient. |It's fairly |ong.

Are you aware that the Project
runs through a | arge watershed to one of
Hudson, New Hanpshire's finest pieces of
conservation | and, Robinson Pond? This
wat ershed area falls within the area of the
proposed project between David Drive, Lenny
Lane and Ki enia Road. The watershed al so
extends to a |large area around the pond. There
are two brooks at David and Kienia that feed
into the pond. A piping systemthat collects
runoff water also brings water down to the
pond. The Project will cross both of these
brooks. The brook at Kienia has been damed by
beavers quite sone tinme ago and has turned into
a |l arge body of water nore resenbling a pond;
therefore, a rather large crossing is needed
and pl anned for this so-called "brook,"

i ncl udi ng a 100- by-300-foot pulling pad and a
massi ve transm ssion tower, 50 to 75 feet from

t he shoreline. There wll also be a
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consi der abl e anount of woodl and buffer renoved.
Robi nson Pond is attached to Beaver Brook on
the other end by a small tributary. Beaver
Brook | eads directly to the Merrimack River.
Thi s wat ershed al so supplies water to the
aqui fers deep beneath the surface that is used
for private drinking water. These facts did
not appear to be stated in either the Project
Application or the application to DES for
permts. Please comment on the procedures that
you propose to prevent del eterious inpacts to
this conservation | and, the water bodies they
feed into and the aquifers that we use for our
dri nki ng wat er.

MS5. TREFRY: Sherrie Trefry,
VHB, responding to that question. W | ooked at
the wetland i npacts within the right-of-way and
the surface waters. The majority of the i npacts
for this project are tenporary in nature and
needed for construction access. All of our
surface water inpacts are tenporary in nature,
wth the exception of one mnor stream/| ocati on
that requires 17 linear feet of relocation for an

intermttent stream around a pole |location. So
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the Project should not have any inpact on a

| arge-scal e watershed |i ke the Robi nson Pond

wat ershed. W have taken precautions to

i mpl enent the sedi nent erosion control neasures
that is proposed on our wetland permtting pl ans.
The sedi nent erosion control w |l address water
qual ity concerns during construction.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Are you
famliar with this 100-by-300-foot pulling pad,
and what that's referring to in the Project?

MS. TREFRY: So there are, in
certain areas within the right-of-way, there are
100- by- 300-f oot work areas called "pulling”
sites. And those areas are designated areas for
when they're actually pulling the cable between
angl ed structures.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  Ckay.
On Page 61 in the Project application, the
possibility of using explosives to renove
bel ow surface boul ders as well as bedrock is
noted. Please confirmwhether this will occur,
what the alternatives are, and how you w ||
notify the area residents of the final decision

MR. PLANTE: Davi d Pl ant e. The
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i nt ended net hods of bedrock and | edge renoval for
this project consists prinmarily of the use of a
core bore technique, using a large drill to
establish the hole in the excavation to set the
structures. And a secondary plan would be to use
hol e rams, basically an excavator with a
hydraul i c hamrer that would chip away at the rock
until they achieved the desired anount of

renmoval . There could be situations or

ci rcunst ances where, at | east on the Eversource
side of the Project, we may opt to use expl osives
to renove rock if for sone reason the first two
met hods are proving particularly difficult or
just ineffective. W don't expect that. |It's
been quite sone tinme since we enpl oyed bl asti ng
as a nethod for pole installation. But we don't
want to rule it out at this point. |If the case
does happen where we opt to use blasting as a

met hod for | edge renoval, we would follow all of
the appropriate local and state rules for
notifications and pre-blast surveys, post-bl ast
surveys, that type of thing. So there are

est abl i shed procedures for that.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Are
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t hose procedures |l ocal or state, or do you know?

MR. PLANTE: It's largely by the
fire departnents of nost nunicipalities that
govern bl asting operations. W have -- both
conpani es have outreach specialists who woul d
assist with notifications to the abutters to each
work site.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Wbul d
you be in touch with the state fire marshal for
use of bl asting?

MR. PLANTE: |I'mnot certain. |
don't knowif | could quite answer that one. |
woul d assunme that that's part of the
notifications that would involve the state fire
mar shal , but |'m not absolutely sure.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  Ckay.
On Page 62 in the Project's Application for this
project, the possibility of using helicopters for
wWre stringing is noted. Please confirm whet her
this will occur, what the alternatives are, and
how you will notify the area residents of the
final decision.

MR. PLANTE: 1'Il take that one

as wel | . Eversource often all ows contractors to
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utilize helicopters for construction activities.

| believe at this point National Gid does not.
We don't specifically dictate construction

nmet hods to contractors. W basically will issue
a conpetitive bid for the work and all ow t he
contractors to propose whi chever nmethods they're
nost confortable wth and they feel wll give
them t he nost econom cal project. They do,
however, have to propose to us the specific
subcontractor who they woul d use for helicopter
services, and that would have to be approved by
our safety group based on past perfornance,
particularly through safety. And we al so do have
a fairly formal process we use for notification
of any of our helicopter activities. |In fact, we
had one today. W were doing an energency patrol
of a transmssion line in the northern part of
the state because we had a -- there was an

unpl anned operation. Sonething tripped out of
service and went back into service. So we chose
to do a helicopter patrol of that facility during
the day today. As part of the process, we
notified the municipalities who, you know, m ght

see activity, so they'll know what's goi ng on.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Thank
you.

MR | ACOPINO Do you own the
hel i copters?

MR. PLANTE: No, we do not.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: On
Page 64 of the product -- of the Project
Application, power outages during the
construction are noted. Please confirm whether
this will occur and for how | ong.

MR, HUDOCK: This is Bryan
Hudock. 1'll answer that question. So,
referring back to the presentation, this project
is affecting the transm ssion system And the
way that systemis nmanaged, it's through the
| ndependent System Qperator. So they're
constantly having people on duty to maintain the
transm ssion system And part of their process
is to ensure that mai ntenance work can occur
such that it won't cause actual outages to
custoners. So, lines or conponents of the
transm ssi on system can be taken out of service
only under certain conditions and with their

perm ssion in order to ensure that the remaining
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system can have the redundancy it needs to
provide the service in the end. So we wll be
taki ng a neasurenent with sone outages and
transm ssi on conponents during construction, but
they will be short in duration, and they wll be
carefully scheduled with the | ndependent System
Operator so that those transm ssion system
conponent outages won't have any effect to

cust oners.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: So, to
di stribution custonmers, the service will not be
I nt errupt ed.

MR. HUDOCK: That's correct.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Thank
you.

MR. | ACOPINO W have one nore
question, but this is one best answered by the
Commttee itself. The question is: Wy don't
you face the audi ence when you respond to the
questi ons?

The reason why these w tnesses
are speaking directly to the Conmmittee is
because this is a joint public hearing. This

is different than the public information
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sessions that we had previously. Those public
i nformati on sessions were designed to present
information to the public. As you'll note at
toni ght's hearing, we have our Subconmttee
here. And the purpose of this hearing and the
one tonmorrow night in Londonderry is for the
Subcomm ttee to obtain information. So that's
why we have the witnesses facing the Commttee
in these particul ar proceedi ngs, because it's
better, it's easier for the Commttee to hear
when you can see the person speaking. W
apol ogi ze to anybody in the audience if they're
having any difficulty in hearing or
understanding the witnesses. But for this
particul ar hearing and tonorrow night's
hearing, that's the reason why they face the
Committee itself.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Ckay.
Seei ng no ot her questions fromthe Commttee and
havi ng gone t hrough the public questions, | have
a few people who have indicated that they woul d

li ke to make coments. The first is Gl

Glcreast. Am/|l pronouncing your nane correctly?

MR, G LCREAST: Yeah. Thank
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you.
Good evening. G| Gl creast.
Il live in Hudson, 38 Boyd Road. | just wanted
to mention and make sone comments that this
wll be the fifth power line in arowthat's
going to go by ny house. This new one is
345,000 volts. There are three nore that |I'm
not sure the voltage on those. One other is
345 [sic] volts. So we're going to have two
| ines running 345 [sic] volts together,
parallel to each other. There is also a DC
line that cones down from Quebec. So we're
| ooking at five. So | don't know if there's an
interaction in the magnetic field because two
power |ines at 345,000 volts will run together.
| have personally been there in the rain and
gotten out of ny vehicle, and honestly, you can
feel it on your feet. So | share the concerns
about the effects, and | appreciate the
questions that you asked about the effects on
all of us.
And your question that you
had -- I"'msorry, | don't renmenber your nane --

about the clearing, if people hear the words
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"it's on the right-of-way,"” well, they envision

what they're seeing that's already there.

There wll be another 85 to possibly nore,
100 feet or so, of woods that will be cut.
They will be gone to put this new power |ine
in.

And | want to nention
sonet hi ng that probably no one wants to really
hear about, but it does affect Public Service
and National Gid. It is the pipeline. And
there's a general term nology that's been used
by Ki nder Morgan and the SEC, Site Eval uation
Conmittee -- which, by the way, are you folks
related, or do you known this Conmmttee? Are
you part of that sane Conmmttee?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: W are.

MR G LCREAST: So you are part
of that same Committee. So, | don't know Is
that a real conflict of interest going on here or
what ? Think about it. Think about what you're
doi ng.

It's been publicly said by
Ki nder Mbrgan that the pipeline will co-Ilocate

wth the power lines, in general terns. That's
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what's been said. | was at a neeting in
MIford | ast Thursday. Co-Ilocate, co-I|ocate,
co-locate. To soneone who's not in the know,
or who's actually not involved in this, this

| ooks like, what's the big deal. The

pi peline's going under the power lines. That's
not true. W know that. They can't. Even our
governor wote a statenent in opposition to the
pipeline. And in that letter she said it's
going to lay along -- or lay with the existing
utilities right-of-way, neaning the

transm ssion line. So | feel that has been

m sl eadi ng the public, the general public,
since the outset. And I'mnot sure howit is
that National Gid or Eversource has any
authority at all to authorize anything to do
wth the gas line. 1've read sonme of the
deeds. |'ve gone back to 1929. |If you read
the deeds and the rights-of-way, in sone

cases -- | can't say all of them-- it clearly
says that they have the right to erect an
electrical transm ssion |line to naintain these
lines and so forth and so forth, all directly

related to electrical transm ssion |ines. So
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' mnot sure how they can have that authority
to even aut hori ze anybody from Ki nder Mdrgan to
even be there or to even be part of it.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: I''m
going to interrupt you for just a noment.

MR G LCREAST: Sure.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Thi s
right-of-way and this project that we're
consi dering toni ght does not propose to put any
pi pelines into the ground. This is purely --
this particular project is purely an electric
transm ssion project. So | appreciate your
comments, but | don't think they apply to this
particular project. | think they apply nore
generally to another project that is not
currently filed yet with the SEC

MR. G LCREAST: | antici pated
t hat you woul d probably feel that way because |
know this is directly related to the transm ssion
line. But they are rel ated because the public,
all the public, has been told since the begi nning
that this is a co--- if it's a co-located, then
you are involved. You really are. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS:  Thank
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you.

Debor a Covi no.

M5. COVINO | live at 15B Lenny
Lane. | also own 17A and B Lenny Lane, and |

rent those out. That's going to be ny only
retirenent inconme. And | just feel like with al
the trees com ng down, there's going to be | ess
privacy and nore noise. And if any of the wells
are affected, | could | ose tenants and everyt hi ng
|'"ve invested. And that's ny concern.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER RCOSS: Thank
you.

Are there any ot her nenbers
of the public who didn't fill out a paper but
woul d li ke to make a statenent? You can do
that and then fill out the paper afterwards if
you' d |ike. Yeah.

REP. ULERY: Representative
Jordan Uery, UL-E-RY.

The question regardi ng the
pur pose of this transm ssion |line was to
increase reliability of the system W got on
the edge of this as to why it was necessary.

Sone comments were made regarding howit would
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be a better literal distribution of the power
t hat woul d decrease the cost -- or the heat
generation and the degradation of the |ines.

The question is: Wuld the
peopl e of the area be better served by
upgradi ng the distribution |ines as opposed --
the local distribution |ines as opposed to the
transm ssion lines? Wuld the sane effect be
done? And would the people, the ratepayers,
recei ve better service by upgradi ng the
distribution lines to do the same distri bution,
using different term nol ogy nmeani ng the sane
thing, of the current across a w der spectrun?
I s that possible? Has that been considered,
and is it even part of the consideration?
Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: Wul d
you like to answer that since it seens to be
posed as a question as opposed to a conmment ?
Wuld you like to try to respond? Thank you.

MR. HUDOCK: Sure. This is
Bryan Hudock from National Gid. And it's a very
good question. And the response is that you

really are tal king about two parallel systens.
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The transm ssion systemis designed to carry

| arge bul k quantities of electricity over |arge
di stances, and the distribution systemtaps off
of that transm ssion system periodically over a
much nore | ocal distance to provide the service
to your homes and busi nesses. So, really,
they' re i ndependent of each other, in terns of an
upgrade to the transm ssion systemis naintaining
the reliability of the transm ssion system
Parall el or separate fromthat, upgrades can be
made to the distribution system But the only
thing I would say is just that you cannot upgrade
the distribution systemto have the sanme effects
or inpacts that we're tal king about with this

pr oj ect .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER RCOSS: Thank
you. | think that conpletes -- oh, I'msorry.
Yes, go ahead.

MR. BO SVERT: Richard Boi svert.

| heard a coupl e questi ons
about notifications in the case of blasting or
use of helicopters. And as | replayed it in ny
mnd, | really didn't hear an answer as to how

or if people would be notified. | heard
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reference to notifying nunicipalities in sone
| ocations, but | don't understand if that neans
notifying the fire chief, selectnen, or
noti fying specific individuals who live in the
vicinity. 1'd like to know, in the event of
bl asting, wll the individual property owners
wthin a certain distance be notified? Wuld
it be the nunicipality or both? And the sane
for helicopters. How will a notification, if
there's notification, be carried out, and
specifically who will hear it?

MR. PLANTE: Good questi on.
Sorry if | wasn't clear enough in ny earlier
response. But yes, absolutely, every abutter
wthin the vicinity of any of these activities
woul d receive notification either via e-nmail or
via public notification in the newspaper. The
| ocal fire, police and vol unteer boards al so get
notifications through our outreach program So
we have a variety of nethods that are used to
ensure that all of the affected and interested
st akehol ders do get notified of what's going on.

MR BO SVERT: So you say

e-mail. But you don't necessarily put a notice

{SEC 2015-05}[ Public Hearing of Subcomm ttee]{12-08-15}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

at the person's door or mail it to thenf

MR. PLANTE: W use a variety of
met hods. Qur application actually has a |ist of
the types of notifications that we do use. |
can't state here today that in every situation we
woul d use this particular one. | think we rely
on our outreach fol ks to understand the scope of
what's going on and the particulars of each area
along the Project to enploy the appropriate
outreach nmethods. W al so require our
contractors to enploy certain outreach because
t hey have sone obligations. And particularly in
the case of blasting, the contractor itself has
sone obligation to reach out to certain entities,
as well as the local fire and police. AmlI
hel pi ng?

MR. BO SVERT: You say there are
obligations. AmI| to understand there are state
regul ations or just nunicipal regulations? You
say they have an obligation. What is the basis
of that obligation? Is it inthe lawor is it
your conpany practice?

MR. PLANTE: | can't cite the

specific state regul ations that apply to
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blasting. | can certainly do sone research and
get back to you, to the Committee on that.
MR. BOA SVERT: Ckay. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROSS: I
bel i eve that conpletes our --

MS. WEATHERSBY: Can | foll ow up

on that?

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER ROCSS: I''m
sorry.

MS. VEATHERSBY: Just a quick
followup. |If soneone wants to be notified, can
they -- is there a spot where they can

proactively contact you and get on the list so
that they receive notifications of blasting or
hel i copter activity or anything el se they want to
know about ?

MR. PLANTE: Absolutely. The
closing slide of the presentati on Bryan gave has
a web site and an 800 nunber that you can reach
us and provide any sort of request for specific
notifications, and we'd be happy to conply with
t hat .

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER RCSS: Al

right. | think we're finished with questions and
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comments. | want to thank you all for your
attention. | also want to |l et you know t hat
t here has been a court reporter here recording
what's been said. That will becone a transcript.
It will be filed on the Site Evaluation Commttee
web site. W would ask that the Applicant supply
the court reporter with a copy of your slides,
hopefully in electronic form so that they can be
included in the transcript. The Site Eval uation
Committee web site is also linked to the Public
Uilities Conm ssion web site, which is
www. puc. nh. gov, and you can go to that web site
and followthe links to the SEC web site. And we
appreci ate you're com ng out tonight and hel pi ng
us to be begin to consider this project. Good
eveni ng.

(Wher eupon the joint public infornation

session was adjourned at 7:21 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Susan J. Robidas, a Licensed
Short hand Court Reporter and Notary Public
of the State of New Hanpshire, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of ny stenographic
not es of these proceedings taken at the
pl ace and on the date herei nbefore set
forth, to the best of ny skill and
ability under the condi ti ons present at
the tine.

| further certify that I am neither
attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the
action; and further, that I amnot a
rel ati ve or enployee of any attorney or
counsel enpl oyed in this case, nor am!|

financially interested in this action.

Susan J. Robi das, LCR/ RPR
Li censed Shorthand Court Reporter
Regi stered Prof essional Reporter
N.H LCR No. 44 (RSA 310-A:173)
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