
1 
 

 
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

SITE EVALUATION COMMITTEE  
 
 

Docket No. 2015-05 
 
 

Re: Joint Application of New England Power Company 
d/b/a National Grid and Public Service Company of New Hampshire 

d/b/a Eversource Energy for a Certificate of Site and Facility 
 

October 4, 2016 
 
 

ORDER AND CERTIFICATE OF SITE AND FACILITY WITH CONDITIONS 
 

WHEREAS, New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid (NEP) and Public 
Service Company of New Hampshire (PSNH) d/b/a Eversource Energy (collectively the 
Applicant) filed a joint application for a Certificate of Site and Facility (Application) to site, 
construct and operate a new 345 kV electric transmission line (Project) to be located between the 
NEP-owned Tewksbury 22A Substation in Tewksbury, Massachusetts and the PSNH-owned 
Scobie Pond 345 kV Substation in Londonderry, New Hampshire; 
 

WHEREAS, the Project will consist of four segments. Segment #1 will be located in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Segment #2 will be owned by NEP and will extend from the 
Massachusetts border to a location in the Town of Hudson where the Project transitions from 
NEP to PSNH ownership (between NEP Structure #150 and PSNH Structure #200 located south 
of David Drive in Hudson, New Hampshire).  Segment #3 will extend from Mile 14.6 of the 
Project (Hudson, New Hampshire) to Mile 18.5 of the Project to where the new 3124 Line will 
depart to the north-south corridor running parallel to NEP’s right-of-way and turn northerly 
towards the Scobie Pond 345 kV Substation in Londonderry, New Hampshire. Segment #4 will 
begin from the point that the PSNH right-of-way diverges from running parallel with the NEP 
right-of-way and continues east to the Scobie Pond 345 kV Substation for approximately 5.9 
miles;  

 
WHEREAS, a new 345 kV transmission line terminal will be constructed at the Scobie 

Pond 345 kV Substation and no yard expansion or fence modifications will be required;  
 

WHEREAS, the construction of the Project will require development of marshaling 
yards, laydown areas, and a number of permanent and temporary access ways; 
 

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee has held public meetings and hearings regarding the 
Application, including Public Information Sessions, pursuant to RSA 162-H:10, I-a, on October 
29, 2015, and November 4, 2015, in Windham and Pelham, respectively; Public Hearings 
pursuant to RSA 162-H:10, I-c, on December 8, 2015, and December 9, 2015, in Hudson and 
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Londonderry, respectively; and adjudicatory proceedings on June 13 and 14, 2016, to hear 
evidence regarding the Application; 
 

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee has received and considered both oral and written 
comments from the public concerning the Application; 
 

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee finds that, subject to the conditions herein, the Applicant 
has adequate financial, technical, and managerial capability to assure construction and operation 
of the Project in continuing compliance with the terms and conditions of this Certificate; 
 

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee finds that, subject to the conditions herein, the Project 
will not unduly interfere with the orderly development of the region, with due consideration 
having been given to the views of municipal and regional planning commissions and municipal 
governing bodies; 
 

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee finds that, subject to the conditions herein, the Project 
will not have an unreasonable adverse effect on aesthetics, historic sites, air and water quality, 
the natural environment, and public health and safety;  
 

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee finds that, subject to the conditions herein, the Project 
will be in the public interest; and 
 

WHEREAS, on October 4, 2016, herewith, the Subcommittee has issued a Decision 
Granting a Certificate of Site and Facility with Conditions (Decision). 
 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby ORDERED that the Application of New England 
Power Company d/b/a National Grid and Public Service Company of New Hampshire d/b/a 
Eversource Energy, as amended, is approved subject to the conditions set forth herein and this 
Order shall be deemed to be a Certificate of Site and Facility pursuant to RSA 162-H:4; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Decision dated October 4, 2016, and any conditions contained 
therein, are hereby made a part of this Order; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant may site, construct, and operate the Project as outlined 
in the Application, as amended, subject to the terms and conditions of the Decision and this 
Order and Certificate; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that this Certificate is not transferable to any other person or entity 
without the prior written approval of the Site Evaluation Committee (Committee); and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant shall immediately notify the Committee of any change 
in ownership or ownership structure, or its affiliated entities, and shall seek approval of the 
Committee of such change; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that all permits and/or certificates recommended by the New Hampshire 
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Department of Environmental Services (DES), including the Wetlands Permit, the Alteration of 
Terrain Permit, and the Shoreland Permit, shall issue and this Certificate is conditioned upon 
compliance with all conditions of said permits and/or certificates which are appended hereto as 
Appendix I; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that DES is authorized to monitor the construction and operation of the 
Project to ensure that the terms and conditions of the Wetlands Permit, the Alteration of Terrain 
Permit, the Shoreland Permit, and the Certificate are met, however; any actions to enforce the 
provisions of the Certificate must be brought before Committee; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that DES is authorized to specify the use of any appropriate technique, 
methodology, practice or procedure approved by the Subcommittee within the Certificate, as 
may be necessary, to effectuate conditions of the Certificate, the Wetlands Permit, the Alteration 
of Terrain Permit, and the Shoreland Permit; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that this Certificate is conditioned upon compliance with the Section 404 
General Permit (the New Hampshire Programmatic General Permit) and the 401 Water Quality 
Certification (WQC # 2012-404P-002); and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that DES is authorized to monitor the construction and operation of the 
Project to ensure that terms and conditions of the Section 404 General Permit (the New 
Hampshire Programmatic General Permit) and the 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC # 
2012-404P-002) are met, however, any actions to enforce the provisions of the Certificate must 
be brought before the Committee; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that DES is authorized to specify the use of any appropriate technique, 
methodology, practice or procedure approved by the Subcommittee within the Certificate, as 
may be necessary, to effectuate conditions of the Section 404 General Permit (the New 
Hampshire Programmatic General Permit) and the 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC # 
2012-404P-002); and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that, in the event that new information or evidence of historic sites, 
archeological sites, or other archeological resources is found within the area of potential effect of 
the Project, the Applicant shall immediately report said findings to New Hampshire Department 
of Historic Recourses (DHR) and the Committee; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant shall notify DHR of any change in the construction 
plans of the Project and of any new community concerns for any archeological resources, 
historic sites, or other cultural resources affected by the Project; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that DHR is authorized to specify the use of any appropriate technique, 
methodology, practice, or procedure associated with archaeological, historical and other cultural 
resources effected by the Project, however; any action to enforce the conditions must be brought 
before the Committee; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that all permits and/or approvals recommended by the New Hampshire 
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Department of Transportation (DOT) shall issue and this Certificate is conditioned upon 
compliance with all conditions of said permits and/or approvals; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that DOT is authorized to monitor the construction and operation of the 
Project to ensure that terms and conditions of the Certificate and permits and approvals issued by 
DOT are met, however; any actions to enforce the provisions of the Certificate must be brought 
before the Committee; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that DOT is authorized to specify the use of any appropriate technique, 
methodology, practice or procedure approved by the Subcommittee within the Certificate, as 
may be necessary, to effectuate conditions of the Certificate and permits and certificates issued 
by DOT; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that all licenses recommended by the New Hampshire Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) shall issue and this Certificate is conditioned upon compliance with all 
conditions of said licenses; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that PUC is authorized to monitor the construction and operation of the 
Project to ensure that terms and conditions of the licenses issued by NHPUC and the Certificate 
are met, however; any actions to enforce the provisions of the Certificate must be brought before 
Committee; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that PUC is authorized to specify the use of any appropriate technique, 
methodology, practice or procedure approved in the Orders Nisi issued by NHPUC or in the 
Certificate, as may be necessary, to effectuate conditions of the Certificate and licenses issued by 
NHPUC; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant shall: (i) submit a report to the Committee every 10 
years indicating any change in the need for the Project to ensure the continued reliability of the 
regional bulk transmission system; (ii) promptly notify the Committee of any retirement 
obligation that arises; and (iii) submit to the Committee a decommissioning plan in accordance 
with then-applicable rules, upon any imposition of a decommissioning obligation, or prior to the 
retirement of any part of the Project; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant shall employ traffic controls in accordance with the 
2009 edition of the Manual on Uniform Control Devices and DOT policies; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant, in consultation with the PUC’s Safety Division, shall 
measure actual electro-magnetic fields associated with operation of the Project both before and 
after construction of the Project during peak-load, along each section number listed in Tables 12 
and 13 of the Application; and it is,  
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant shall file the results of the electro-magnetic fields 
measurements conducted pursuant to the conditions of the Certificate with the Committee; and it 
is, 
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Further Ordered that, if the results of the electro-magnetic fields measurements exceed 
the guidelines of the International Committee on Electromagnetic Safety or the International 
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, the Applicant shall file with the Committee a 
mitigation plan designed to reduce the levels so that they are lower than the Commission’s or 
Committee’s standards; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant shall comply with DOT’s guidance on traffic control 
and blasting during construction of the Project; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that, within 45 days of an ISO-NE filing, the Applicant shall notify the 
Committee if the Applicant’s forecasted or actual expenditures for the entire Project, between 
Tewksbury, Massachusetts (Tewksbury 22A) and Londonderry, New Hampshire (Scobie Pond 
Substation), as filed by the Applicant with its ISO-NE Regional System Planning forecast 
updates, exceed the projected cost for the entire Project by an amount equal to or greater than 25 
percent; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that, within 30 days of the date of commercial operation, the Applicant 
shall submit to the Committee its forecasted and actual expenditures for the entire Project, and its 
allocation of such expenditures to the New Hampshire portion of the Project; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Applicant shall construct the Project within three (3) years of the 
date of the Certificate and shall file as-built drawings of the Project with the Committee no later 
than the date of commercial operation of the Project; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Committee’s Administrator is delegated with the authority to 
review drawings that will be submitted by the Applicant pursuant to this Order, and confirm 
conformity with the proposed Project; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that the Stipulation between Counsel for the Public and the Applicant, 
attached as Appendix II, shall be a part of this Order and the Conditions contained therein shall 
be conditions of this Certificate; and it is, 
 

Further Ordered that all Conditions contained in this Certificate and in the Decision shall 
remain in full force and effect unless otherwise ordered by the Committee. 
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 By Order of the Site Evaluation Subcommittee this fourth day of October, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
   

F. Anne Ross, General Counsel, Designee 
Public Utilities Commission 

 Kathryn M. Bailey, Commissioner 
Public Utilities Commission 

   

Jeffrey J. Rose, Commissioner 
Dept. Resources and Econ. Development 

 Patricia M. Weathersby, Esq. 
Public Member 

   

Richard A. Boisvert, Designee 
Dept. of Cultural Resources 
Division of Historical Resources 

 Rachel E.D. Whitaker 
Alternate Public Member 

   

Michele Roberge 
Dept. of Environmental Services 
Air Resources Division 
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