
T ll E STATE OF NEW JIAl\IPSlllRE 
SITE EVA LUATION COi\lMlTTEE 

Joint Application of Northern Pass Transmission. LLC und Public S1.:n·ice Compan) of Nev. 
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TOW!'\ OF FRA:\'CON I,\ 'S PETITIOI'\ TO I NTERVENE 

The Town or f.ranconia . by and through its attorneys. Gardnl.!r. Fulton & Waugh. PLLC. 

petitions the Sitt: E,·aluation Committee to nllO\\ ' it to intcrn:ne in the abO\'C-captioncd matter in 

accordance "ith RSA 541-t\:32 and H Admin. Rule Site 202 .1 1. stating as follows: 

1. On October 19, 20 15. Northern Pass Transmission. LLC and Public Service 

Company of cw I lampsh in.: d/b/a/ 1-:;, ersourcc Energy (the "Applicants'') fih.:d an application 

for a Certificate or Site and Fac ili ty \.\ ith the Si te Evaluation Committee. A portion of the 

proposed facility \\'ill be located in th1,; I 0\\11 of Frn111.:onia. 

2. The Town or Franconia has nn intcr1,;st in the proposed facil ity because 5.0 miles 

of it is projected to cross through the To" n. in close prox imity to residences. through the cemer 

of the To\vn 's Main Street (Route 18). underneath the Gale River, and down Roule 11 6 through 

the heart of tht: Town. The high voltage underground transmission line will he huricd only 

approximately 3-6 feet below grade along public roads. creating significam dangl.!r, difficulty and 

expense every time the To\\'n needs to access the underground pipes and other municipal 

equipment next to or belo'' the transmission line for maintenance. repair or construction. 

Franconia and the surrounding an:a has few alternative routes for trartic: however. the project as 

proposed "ould restrict the free fl ow of emergency. saf'cty, industrial. commercial , local. and 

visitor traffic on Route 116. Route 18. nnd Route I 17. a problem that may be exacerbated by 

inclement weather and other conditions. Access to and from 1-93 at Exit 38 to Franconia and the 



neighboring to\\'ns of La::iton. Benton. Buth. Sugm I Iii!. Li bon and Bethlehem \\"OU Id be 

restricted during ,mJ pl1:-.:-.ihl) uftl..'.r the construction period. pcrlrnps ycnrs into the future. 

'.;7 .348 squun; fed uf' \\cllanJ irnp<tClS art: planned. including directionally drilling beneath the 

Gak Ri HT to run the high rnltagc transmission Ii ne under the river. Although the nppl ication 

states that no trees\\ ill be cleared along existing rights or \\ay. it is our u1Hkr~tanding that agent 

associated with the J\pplic:int arc clearing and cutting tre1.:::i ubutting Route 116. The To\\ n is 

concerned that the project. ns proposed." ill unduly intcrtl:re \\ ith orderly economic. social, 

cultural, school. sport:> and leisure tK'tivitks in th1.: TO\\O. Franconia serves as a year-round 

destination resort for \·isi tors from othc:r stat1.:::. and counties; howc\'cr, its sen· ice economy. 

sensitive to the vagaries of the business cycle. ''ill face n potentially dire threat from the 

disruption (both short-term und long-term) the project will create. The To\\'n is also concerned 

about the impacts that th1.: project'' ill have on its citizens. property values. operations. a.nd 

environment. on Town operations from disturbances to public roads, and on natural n.:sourccs 

from disturbances to shordincs and wntcrbodics and the effects of' buric.:d transmission lin1.:s on 

the surrounding soils. \\ at1.:r. nora and fauna. The To'' n is concerned that th is project. as 

propos1.:d. (a) \\ill interfer1.: "ith the orderly development of the region. (b) is in conflict \\ith tht: 

Town· s /.oni ng. planning. M n:-;t;;r Plan and othc.:r lurn.J u:-.1.: pol icks. ( c) wi 11 ha \'e an auver!:>c effect 

on aesthetics. hi storic site. air anJ \\Ull:r qua lity. the natural environment. and/or publi<.: health 

and safety. and (d) will not be in the public interest. Tht: Tomi also bclie\·es that the Applicant 

has fai led to explore otht:r reasonable al ternatives. including re-routing the project along the 1-93 

corridor (\\hich runs nt:ar to and parallel to th1.: current proposed route through the hcan or 

Franconia). and that this option should be thorough!) consider~d. 
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3. On f ebruary I. 2016. the Town ·s Board of Sclcctrm:n Yo tell to tile for intervenor 

SlctlllS with the Site E\'aluation Committee. See attached kllcr or Board of Selectmen. dated 

February I, 2016. 

4. RS/\ 541-/\:32 nnd ~ 11 Adm in. Ruic: Site 202. 11 provide that the Site Evaluation 

Committee. or its presiding officer. shull gra nt a petition fnr intervention if: 

(I) The petition is ::iubmitte<l in \\"riting to th<.: presiding officer. with copies mailed 
to all parties name<l in the presiding offo.:cr's Order or llUlict: Of the hearing. al 
least 3 days befun.: the hearing: 

(2) The pc.:lition states lac ts dcmonstrat i ng that the petitioner· s rights. duties. 
privileges. immunities or other substantial intcrc.:sts might be al'fot:ted by the 
prm;cc<ling or that the petitioner qualifit..:s as an intervenor under any provision or 
law; and 

(3) 1 he presiding officer ddcrminL" that the interests of justice and the orderly 
and prompt conduct o f the proceedings would not be impaired by allowing the 
intervention. 

5. 1\s discussed IKrcin. the proposed facility ,..,·ill impact the rights, duties. 

privileges. immunities and othc:r substanti:.il intl!n.:sts of the Town of Franconia. Thl! interests of 

justice and orderly and prompt conduc t of the proceedings will not be impaired by allowing the 

intervention. 

WI 11.::REFORE. th<: To\\'n of rrancu11ia n.:spe<.:tfull) requests that the Site Evaluation Committee: 

A. Grant the ·1 own of Franconin's Petition to Jntl!rvcne; and 

B. Grant such other and 1·ur1h<.:r reli ef as may b~ just. 

* * * 
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February 2. 2016 

Rcspcctfull) submi tted. 

TOW1 OF FRI\ 'CONIA 
Hy and through its a ttorneys, 

GARD 'ER. FUL TO & WA UGI-I 

By: C. It . \.. 1 . 
____ L __ ~ L w !:A' , ~1 • 'fLU n t.:-.:::4\..:::..icL=-'--
C. Christi ne hllmorc:. Esq .. 11nr #13851 
( iardncr. Fulton & Waugh, Pl.LC 
78 Bank Strl!ct 
Lchanon . . I I 03 766- 1727 
Tel. (603) 448-:22:21 
Fax (603) 448-5949 
cti llmore0 townnndcit y]a" .com 

CERTIFI CATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on thi~ 2110 duy or Februar). 2016. a copy of the foregoing \\'aS sent by 
electronic mail tu persons named o n the en·it:c List or thi s docket. 

February 2. 2016 L3 y: 

\. . . 
(_, . C f...."-.ciJi J-....:.,- ~ Lll~ 
C. Christin1..: Fi llmore 
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OFFICE OF SELECTMEN 
(603) 823·7752 

OFFJCe OF TOWN CLeAK 
(603) 923-5237 

OFFICE OF TAX COLLECTOR 
(603) 823-5237 

TOWN OF FRANCONIA 

PO. Box 900 
Franconia, New Hampshire 03580-0900 

Telephone (603) 823-7752 
Facsimile (603) 823-5581 

february l, 2016 

On February I, 2016, the Board of Selectmen reviewed the Town of Franconia 's Petition to 
Intervene on the Site Evaluation Comminee's Docket No. 2015-06, Joint Application of Northern Pass 
Transmission, LLC and Public Service Company of New Hampshire d/b/a Eversource Energy 
for a Certificates of Site and Facility for the Constructions of a New High Yolroge Transmission 
Line in New Hampshire that was prepared by Attorney Christine Fillmore. 

After reviewing the document , Bob Montagno made a motion to approve it, the motion 
wns seconded by Eric Meth and the motion was passed. 

T HE ALPINE V I LLAGE OF NEW ENG LAND 



THE STATE OF NEW HAM PSHIRE 
SITF. EVALl 'J\TJON COMM ITTEE 

Joint Application of 1 onhcrn Pass Transmission. LLC and Public Scn·icc Compan) or ew 
Hampshire d/b/a Evcrsoun.:c Em:rgy for a Certificate of Site and Facility fo r the Constrnction of 

a Ne'~ High Voltage 1 ransmission Linc in cw I lampshire 

Dodt:t 1 u. '.2015-0(> 

APPEA l{ ANCE OF C. CHRISTINE FILLMORE 

Pursuant to ' I I Adm in Ruk Sitt: '.202.0-L please enter the appearance of C. Christine 

Fillmore as counsel for th~ TO\\ n ol" Franconia in the above-captioned matter. 

The matter ill\ nln.:s an application hy 1 onhern Puss Transmission. LLC and Puhl ic 

, crYict: Company ol'Nt:" l lampshire d/h/a Eversource Energy for a Certificate of' Site an<l 

Fm:ility. The undersigned. C. Christine Fil lmore. is an attorney admitted to practice in the State 

of New I lampshire. 

Dated: February 2. 2016 

Resp~ctfully submilled, 

T0\\'1 OF FRA CO IA 

13 )': t . · c t~Ll~tt t~ ~-f LU.l'Yld"U . ..> 
C. Christine Fillmo re, Esq .. Bar t/1385 1 
Gardner, Ful ton & Waugh. PLLC 
78 Bank treet 
L~banon. NI I 03 766-1 T27 
Tel. (603) 4-f8-212 I 
Fax (603) -l48-5949 
cfillmore 7£ townandc it vlaw.com 

CERT IFICATE OF SF.RV ICE 

I h~reby ce11if) Lhat on this '.2nJ day of Fcl1runr), 20 16, a copy of th<.: forcgoi ng "as sent by 
electronic mail to persons named as of today on the . en ice List or this docket. 

Dated: February 2. 2016 13y: c_ . c_ -A__Li.. i:,Ll_ru_.L i-LJ..u~1,,L) 
C. Christine Fillmore 



Municipalities' Platform for Intervention in Northern Pass Transmission Line Development 

Docket #2015-06 

INTERVENTION PLATFORM 

Platform Objective #1 

The fundamental platform of the coalition is to promote underground construction of 
the newly, revised proposal for the Northern Pass HVDC transmission line ("Proposed 
Line"). The underground construction should be from the Canadian border to Franklin, NH 
in either PSNH/Eversource ("Utility") claimed rights-of-ways or the Interstate 1-93 right-of
way corridor. This proposal is anlicipated to be part of the SEC intervention. 

Platform Objective #2 

The second platform is intended to address the current proposal to construct the line 
above ground a nd underground in Utility owned rights-of-ways, land, and in municipal and 
state roadways in various towns. The objective is to present a streamlined group of 
municipal concerns a nd is sues, and common municipal interests shared by a ll the towns 
along the Proposed Line. These concerns and interests generally include the following, 
which are anticipated to be part of the SEC Intervention: 

1. Hazards on highway shoulders and paved su rfaces caused by unique 
heating/cooling dynamics as well as related frost heaves . 

2. Safety concerns expressed by municipal fire , police, highway, & EMT departments. 

3. Construction issues impacling the install ation of sto rm drainage, municipal water, 
municipal sewer, electric power, telecommunications, cable Lelevision, and any 
future utilities constructed in the municipal right-of-way. 

4. Maintenance issues impacting the installation of sto rm drainage, municipal water, 
municipal sewer, e lectric power, tclecommunicalions, cable television, and any 
future utilities constructed in the municipal right-of-way. 

5. Addressing the remediation of any reluctance by developers to construct new 
residential, commercial, or industrial property adjacent to the underground HVDC 
line and the attendant extra cost of that construction. 

6. Addressing the remediation for the existing residential, commercial, and industrial 
properties regarding the additional costs and interferences with the use and 
operation of their existing properties. 

7. Addressing utility reimbursement for cost on municipal budgets re lated to both the 
construction and operation of the Proposed Line for: 

a . Management & administration 

b. Law enforcement 

c. Safety services 

d. Traffic Congestion 

e. Timely emergency & accident response 
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Municipalities' Platform for Intervention in Northern Pass Transmis:-iiun Line Development 

Docl<et #2015-06 

B. Require a pre-construction grouml ~urvey and inventory of natural a nd man-made 
structures among the Proposed Linc including streets, intersections, highways, 
bicycle lanes, traffic control devices, signs, bridges prospective staging & parking 
areas for ULility's construction vehicles. gravel pits, parks, playgrounds, open spaces 
driveways, cross country ski and hiking trails, horschack riding including access and 
parking areas as well as the nmural landscape used by or impacted by the 
construction of the Proposed Line. 

9. Require a pre-construction video taping of all the impacted e:irects and abutting land 
and buildings to the Proposed Line. 

10. Require a Municipal In frastructure Reimbursement f."und , indexed for inflation and 
contributed to annually, for the reimbursement of costs incurred by the 
municipalities to conslru<.:l, operate, and maintain municipal infrastructure in and 
around the Proposed Line. This fu nd wi ll include additiona l impacts of the llVDC 
line construction in and around any other municipa l land, and or easements and 
rights-of-way in addition to highway righ ts of way. This fund sha ll be intact for as 
long as the li ne is in the ground. 

11. Provide for and fund a n inflation indexed Damages Miligation Fund to reimburse 
the municipalities', thei r citizens', and their properly owners' costs for: 

a. Unforeseen events and/o r unintended circumstances, including highway 
accidents, rela ted to the construction and opera lion of the line; 

b. From earthquakes, floods, fires, overloads, short circuits, explosions, or other 
catastrophic events that impact the line and the abutters' property; and 

c. To include the costs of post construction restorative landscaping for both 
sides of the proposed line. 

12. Provide for and fund an inflation index Decommissioning Trust Fund to be held in 
escrow and used to remove the line, a ll of its appurtenances, and restore the right-of 
-way to a green field state. 

13. Require Utility to annually report al l ad va lorem property tax information including 
annuol historic 01-iginal cost:s by FERC account. f\s part of this item, requi re Utility to 
agree to valuation methodology of replacement cost new less depreciation over a n 
economic life of 100 years with a 20% to the good floor. 

Platform Objective #3 

The third platform objective relates to potential concerns & issues unique to each town 
that will be part of the SEC intervention. Some examples are I is led below: 

1. Bethlehem will require relocation of Utility's Proposed Line and/or transition 
sta tion around wetlands and an area that abuts a prospective hotel development 
project. 

2. Franconia will require special attention to local utility infrastructure that abuts both 
the Ga le River and the Proposed Linc. 
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Municipalities' Platfo rm for Intervention in Northern Pass Transmiss ion Linc Development 

Docket #2015-06 
3. Local planning board & master plans wi ll need to be considered and consulted, as 

would safety services departments, schools, cemetery trustees, churches, 
eleemosynary institutions, and recreation & sports committees. 

4. The SEC order that Utility negotiate with each community for which has buried lines 
in municipal right:i of way bo th state aml loca l, a Construction and Maintenance 
/\grccmcnt, that protects towns and cilies by paying fur movement of all 
interferences realignments and future maintenances as required by the towns and 
cities so as to keep the town and city financial whole as if the line had not been 
constructed. 

5. Mitigation and payment for the construction impact on lost business for loca l 
businesses, contractors, inns, motels, B&Bs, fa rm stands, campgrounds & related 
visitor faci li ties impacted by the construction of the Proposed Linc. maintenance of 
the Proposed Linc, and any unforeseen emergency on the Proposed Line. 

6. Address local conservation commissions. which have concerns about wetlands, 
beaver ponds, wi ld life & Jquatic habitats, stream, brook, and river crossings, and 
any other impacts created by the Proposed Line. 

7. Provide mitigation fo r access and parking for recreation and sports including but 
not limited to: 

a. Swimm ing, bicycle races, hiking, cross-country skiing, mountain biking, 
horseback riding, and road-s ide walking 

b. Hun ting, fi shing, snowmobiling, and ATV activity 

c. Scenic views and picnic grounds 

8. Address and mi ligate any other environmemal or operational impacts unique lo 
each of the towns not yet identifi ed. 
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