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Background and Qualifications  1 

 Q.   Please state your name. 2 

 A.  My name is Deborah Stever.   3 

 Q.   Please describe your official capacity in the Town of Easton?  4 

 A.  I am a member of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Easton. 5 

Purpose of Testimony 6 

 Q.     What is the purpose of this prefiled direct testimony? 7 

 A.   My testimony is being presented on behalf of the Town of Easton’s Board of 8 

Selectmen.  Our testimony is for the following purposes: To express our concerns regarding the 9 

adverse effects the Northern Pass Project would have on the local and regional economy, real 10 

estate values and property taxes, as well as to provide the Site Evaluation Committee with 11 

information from the various studies the Town of Easton has performed regarding issues of 12 

concern about the Project. 13 

It is anticipated that further testimony on additional issues such as natural resources, historic 14 

sites, aesthetics and the public interest will be provided by the current deadline of December 30, 15 

2016. 16 

Concerns of the Board of Selectmen 17 

 Q. What effect would the Northern Pass Project have on Easton’s economy and 18 

the regional economy? 19 

 A. Easton has one business, Tamarack Tennis Camp.  It hosts 60-70 children during 20 

each of its two summer sessions.  The camp owns property on both sides of Route 116, and 21 
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children cross the road all day long.  The construction of the Project would affect this business, 1 

as well as the safety of the children. 2 

In addition, numerous residents have wells on one side of the road, with their house located on 3 

the other side of the road.  As proposed, the construction and operation of the Project could 4 

affect water quality and availability, as well as interfere with future maintenance or repair of the 5 

water pipes.  Furthermore, about one-third of the Town’s residents live long Routes 116 and 112, 6 

some with houses within tens of feet of the paved roadway.  Construction and operation of the 7 

Project along these roads would bring noise, air and ground pollution to the area and affect these 8 

residents.  The Project as proposed would cause the disruption of wetlands, contamination of 9 

groundwater, damage to trees along the route from injury to root systems, and resulting erosion 10 

and water runoff onto private property as those trees are lost. 11 

The project would also adversely affect the Town’s tourist economy.  Easton has a number of 12 

hiking trails off Routes 116 and 112, which bring tourists to the area.  The construction phase of 13 

the Project would deter them from coming to the area.  Furthermore, Routes 116 and 112 both 14 

cross the Ham Branch, one of the highest rated fishing streams in New Hampshire, numerous 15 

times.  The use of these roads for this Project could affect both tourism and fish habitat. 16 

 Q. What effect would the Project have on real estate values in Easton? 17 

 A.  We are very concerned that the Project will decrease property values in Easton.  18 

Many residents live directly on the proposed route and they would have to notify potential 19 

buyers of that fact when putting their property up for sale.  Property owners have indicated that if 20 

the Project is constructed, they would apply to the Selectmen for tax abatements because their 21 
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property value would decrease.  The Town would lose significant revenue if these abatements 1 

were granted, and would incur significant costs to defend tax assessments before the BTLA or in 2 

court.  Easton’s operating budget, after payment to the school district, is $211,000.00.  People 3 

move to Easton for its beauty but also for its low taxes.  These potential lawsuits regarding 4 

property tax would be a huge burden on our taxpayers. 5 

 Q. Has the Town taken any official position regarding the Project? 6 

 A.  Yes.  At the 2011 Annual Meeting, the voters approved Warrant Article 13, 7 

establishing and funding an expendable trust fund to support the Town’s official opposition to 8 

the Project.  The article stated that “Opposing the Northern Pass Electrical Power Line Project is 9 

in keeping with the provisions of the Town’s Master Plan.”  See Appendix A to my testimony.  10 

In 2012 and again in 2013, Town Meeting approved warrant articles to appropriate additional 11 

money into this trust fund to continue its efforts.  See Appendices B and C to my testimony.  I 12 

note that although the Project as presented to the SEC in 2015 was in some respects different 13 

from the project that was presented to the Town before that time, the Town continues to oppose 14 

the Project in its present configuration, running underground through the Town of Easton.  15 

 Q. Does this end your testimony? 16 

 A. Yes.   17 
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