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Background and Qualifications  1 

 Q.   Please state your name and address. 2 

 A.  My name is Lise Moran.   3 

 Q.   Please describe your official capacity in the Town of Whitefield?  4 

 A.  I am the President of the Whitefield Historical Society. 5 

Purpose of Testimony 6 

 Q.     What is the purpose of this prefiled direct testimony? 7 

 A.   My testimony is being presented on behalf of the Town of Whitefield, and the 8 

Whitefield Historical Society.  My testimony is for the purpose of providing an overview of the 9 

historic and cultural resources in the Town of Whitefield, and explaining how, in the opinion of 10 

the Whitefield Historical Society and the Town of Whitefield, the Northern Pass Project would 11 

unduly interfere with the orderly development of the Town of Whitefield because it would 12 

impact historic sites and tourism.   13 

It is anticipated that further testimony on additional issues such as natural resources, historic 14 

sites, aesthetics and the public interest will be provided by the current deadline of December 30, 15 

2016. 16 

Concerns of the Town of Whitefield 17 

 Q. What documents have you reviewed regarding the Northern Pass Project? 18 

 A. The Forward//NH Plan and the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources 19 

area form for the Town of Whitefield. 20 
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 Q. Has the Town submitted any previous information and concerns regarding 1 

impacts of the Project on historical resources to the State of New Hampshire? 2 

 A. I submitted a letter on behalf of the Whitefield Historical Society to Mr. Timothy 3 

W. Drew, Administrator, Public Information and Permitting Unit, New Hampshire Department 4 

of Environmental Services.  See Appendix A to my testimony.  The letter explains that the 5 

proposed overhead transmission line would have an adverse effect on the tourism economy and 6 

historic character of the area, and asks that the entire Project be buried.  7 

 Q. How does historic character relate to the tourism economy of Whitefield? 8 

 A. Whitefield has more than 200 years of rich history in the North Country of New 9 

Hampshire.  In our town, tourism and history go hand-in-hand.  Visitors to the area have been 10 

making Whitefield their destination since the mid-1800s when the Mountain View House first 11 

opened its doors.  Tourists now come in greater numbers than ever to experience the grand 12 

history and scenic beauty of what is now called Mountain View Grand Resort.  The majority of 13 

these travelers must pass through our historic village on their way to Mountain View Grand, 14 

where our town boasts a beautiful and quaint Town Common.  In the center of town, our 15 

treasured bandstand signifies our historic commitment to community and history, while our 16 

historic buildings surrounding the green give our town its character.  Visitors traveling through 17 

Whitefield take in some of the most beautiful scenic vistas in the area as they pass, including 18 

views of the Presidential Range, Mountain Washington itself, and Burns Lake. 19 

 Q. Would the Northern Pass Project affect historic character, and thus the 20 

tourism economy of Whitefield? 21 
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 A. Yes.  With Northern Pass proposing to erect above-ground high tension power 1 

lines through 10.4 miles of the Town of Whitefield, this project would be a scar on the history of 2 

our town.  Where striking scenery, both natural and man-made, now stands as a symbol of 3 

historic pride, massive high tension power lines would distract from the beauty which has 4 

defined our character for centuries.  With this power line proposed to pass directly overhead 5 

above Routes 3, 142 and 116, each within close proximity to our historic village, and with these 6 

high tension lines cutting through our most scenic vistas, tourists and residents alike will not be 7 

able to enter or exit our town without gazing upon these enormous structures.  These towers 8 

would greatly detract from our carefully preserved historic town and our awe-inspiring views, 9 

which existed far before this small town was formed.   10 

 Q. Are there particular historic resources in the Town of Whitefield that would 11 

be adversely affected by the Project? 12 

 A. Yes.  One of the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places is 13 

how the particular setting helps to convey the significance of an historic building.  How the 14 

setting and its architectural and historic qualities contribute to the integrity of a building is also 15 

equally important.  Having reviewed the Forward//NH Plan and the New Hampshire Division of 16 

Historical Resources area form for Whitefield, several historic buildings will be impacted 17 

visually due to their proximity to the Northern Pass transmission lines.  The proposed 10.4 miles 18 

of overhead direct current lines would negatively impact the setting of the following properties: 19 

the James/Joudin/Moran farm complex, the Mountain View Grand Resort and Spa, the 20 
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downtown area of Whitefield comprising the Kings Square Historic District, and the Major 1 

David Burns homestead and farm. 2 

 Q. How would the Project affect the James/Joudin/Moran farm complex?   3 

 A. In East Whitefield, the transmission line enters at the top of Nutting Road/Rt. 116, 4 

descends down the hill on the current right-of-way and then intersects a portion of the 90+ acres 5 

of the Moran property.  This complex consists of a 100-plus year old farmhouse, a re-constructed 6 

barn of 1930, and a four-bay garage, once a thriving dairy farm in the 1930s.  Today, as vehicles 7 

approach north on Route 116, people can see this highly visible farm complex against the 8 

spectacular backdrop of the Northern Presidential Range of the White Mountains and the 9 

Kilkenny/Pliny Range of Jefferson, NH.  Many artists set up their easels at the side of the road to 10 

paint this scene.  Many photographers as well have taken pictures of this charming spot looking 11 

north and eastward.   12 

 Q. How would the Project affect the Mountain View Grand Resort? 13 

 The Mountain View Grand Resort and Spa is a member of Historic Hotels of America 14 

(National Trust for Historic Preservation).  This property was continually operated by the Dodge 15 

family from 1866 until 1986.  The hotel’s large porch has an extremely impressive, majestic 16 

view of Cherry Mountain, Twin Mountain, the Franconia Range, the Presidential Range, and 17 

Dalton Mountain.  Approximately a mile out from the porch, a portion of the proposed higher 18 

towers will be visible from the front porch.  It is common for hotel guests to have weddings 19 

outside in the little gazebo facing this viewpoint, to read in the Adirondack chairs looking off to 20 

this view, and to play a variety of outdoor recreational sports in this iconic setting.  As noted in 21 
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an early brochure, “the location of the Mountain View House (as it was once known) is 1 

incomparably grand and beautiful, situated on a beautiful slope, 1.300 feet above sea level, and 2 

encircled by an unbroken chain of mountains.  As you sit upon the broad piazza, before you rises 3 

the lofty and graceful crest of Lafayette, noblest of the Franconia Range, with Profile Mountain 4 

on the right.” 5 

 Q. How would the Project affect the downtown area? 6 

 A. In Whitefield, the traditional business center is built around a town common with 7 

its historic bandstand in the center.  Buildings surround Kings Square on the tree-lined common.  8 

Many towns in Coos County have traditional Main Streets with buildings lining either side of the 9 

street, but Whitefield is one of the few towns with a common.   An ordinance has not yet been 10 

established but this historic area has been identified, and would comprise the heart of Kings 11 

Square Historic District.  The Allard Building with its distinctive Victorian style tower, the 12 

Ammonoosuc Health Services built in the Second Empire Style, and many other ca. 1880 13 

Victorian houses found on Jefferson Road, Park Street, Maple Street and Terrace Street would 14 

contribute to the District once the lines for the district are eventually drawn.  The transmission 15 

lines that would cross Route 3 are very close to the center of Whitefield and would negatively 16 

impact the setting of this “downtown” area. 17 

 Q. How would the Project affect the Burns homestead and farm? 18 

 A. The Major David Burns historic farmstead is one of the earliest properties in 19 

Whitefield.  The Burns were original grantees and settlers of the Town of Whitefield in 1802.  20 

This property has parcels on both sides of Route 3 with a gorgeous view of Burns Lake.  The 21 
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proposed towers running in a line above the west side of Burns Lake would compromise this 1 

spectacular view shed.  The Burns family have traditionally farmed these lands and currently run 2 

a maple sugar operation on the eastern parcel of their property.   3 

 Q. What else would you like the Site Evaluation Committee to know regarding 4 

the negative impacts of the Project? 5 

 A. Whitefield has a rich historic fabric made up of the historic hill farms of East 6 

Whitefield and the beautiful homes built during the time when Whitefield businesses really 7 

flourished at the turn of the last century.  Wealth from the Brown Lumber Co., the Bobbin Mill, 8 

Snow and Baker, and the Creamery can be seen by the styles and sizes of the houses in 9 

Whitefield.  Through the years, the Town has been proud of its industries, resort hotels and inns, 10 

and its beautiful view sheds.  Large steel monopoles with overhead transmission lines would not 11 

be an asset to the hill farms, the Mountain View Grand Resort, or the historic town common 12 

area.  The towers will be an eyesore and greatly cheapen the beauty that has traditionally drawn 13 

people northward since the advent of the Civil War to the the arrival of the railroads to the North 14 

County, and to the present day. 15 

 Q. Does this end your testimony? 16 

 A. Yes.   17 
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