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Introduction and Recommendations 
 

New Hampton is set in the geographic center of the state and lies 
roughly halfway between Newfound Lake and Lake Winnipesaukee, 
between the White Mountain National Forest and the state capitol in 
Concord. Interstate 93 and Routes 104 and 132 converge at the 
town's center.  

 
As travel and tourism continue to be mainstays of the New Hampshire 
economy, New Hampton by virtue of its very location must be 
prepared to accommodate not only the growth of its own population, 
but that of surrounding communities and, indeed, the state as a whole. 
No town exists in a void, and, particularly since September 11th, 2001, 
many health and safety issues for New Hampton citizens must be 
considered in concert with other towns, the region and the state. 
Motorcycle Week in Laconia, for example, drew a record crowd of 
135,000 in 2001. Due to our proximity and location on the Interstate, 
New Hampton's police, fire and rescue personnel are forced to deal 
with additional traffic and safety challenges as the popularity of just 
that one event grows.  

 
Indicative of that reality, communication with other town governments, 
regionally and statewide, is an important tool New Hampton regularly 
employs to the benefit of its citizens. The number of state and regional 
organizations to which New Hampton has affiliated itself is long. New 
Hampton is a regular member of the Lakes Region Planning 
Commission and the New Hampshire Municipal Association to name 
two. The departments which serve its residents maintain 
memberships in like manner. Some examples include the NH 
Preservation Alliance, NH Association of Conservation Commissions, 
NH Ambulance Association, National Fire Protection Association, NH 
State Firemen's Association, the Belknap County Chiefs of Police, 
Northern New England Police Association, NH Association of Police 
Chiefs, the NH Finance Officers Association, NH Association of 
Assessing Officials, NH City and Town Clerks Association, the NH 
Tax Collectors' Association and others. Additionally, volunteer civil 
servants who serve the town's various boards often attend regional 
and state level conferences and meetings with those expenses paid 
by the town budget.  
 
 
The Master Plan is a tool to be used by the Planning Board and the 
Board of Selectmen to guide growth at a rate that is consistent with 
the town’s ability to absorb it, while preserving the existing rural and 
small town character. The Master Plan furthers this goal through 
natural resource protection, historic and agricultural preservation, and 
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protection of the town’s aesthetic values, which will assure a pleasant, 
attractive, and desirable community in which to live and play. The 
Business and Industry Association of NH, in 1996, after extensive 
research, identified the Quality of Life in New Hampshire as the state’s 
most important economic asset. As a result New Hampshire is the 
fastest growing state in New England. It is estimated that the 
population of New Hampshire will grow from 1.2 million in 2001 to 1.5 
million in 2020. That is an increase of 25% in just 19 years. New 
Hampshire is losing 20,000 acres of farm and forestland each year to 
development. New Hampton is going to see its fair share of that 
growth and loss of farm and forest. It is not a question of if we are 
going to see it; it is more a question of how we are going to handle it. 

   
This update to the 1985 New Hampton Master Plan attempts to set 
down as clearly and practically as possible the best and most 
appropriate future development of the town, and makes 
recommendations to aid the boards in designing ordinances that result 
in preserving and enhancing the unique quality of life and culture that 
reside in New Hampton. Additionally, it attempts to guide the Board of 
Selectman, the Planning Board, and other Town officials in the 
performance of their duties in a manner that advances the principals 
of smart growth, sound planning, and wise resource protection. 

  
The revised Master Plan contains five major sections. They are: 

 
 Introduction and Recommendations 
 Visioning 
 Population 
 Land Use 
 Historical 

 
Each section is covered in depth and highlights of each are presented 
here in summary. 

 
Visioning- The Visioning Subcommittee sent out 1,100 
questionnaires to residents and voters of New Hampton of which 416 
responses were returned for tabulation and analysis. This is a 38% 
return rate. The chairperson of the Visioning Committee wrote in her 
summary, “ A survey with this overwhelming response is not only a 
representative reflection of the values and attitudes of the community, 
but with such a high percentage of respondents can be construed 
literally as a mandate from the community regarding future direction of 
their town”. 

 
Population- This chapter examines five facets of population change 
in New Hampton: historical population trends, migration pattern, 
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units, and low income/subsidized housing.  When senior housing was 
addressed, the over-56 group said it was inadequate at nearly twice 
the rate of the under-40 group (46% vs.24%).  However, an almost 
equal group of over-56ers (41%) was undecided.  

 
Adding more large multi-family dwellings with 5-8 units or with 9 or 
more units received a strong “thumbs down” from 87% of 
respondents.  New condos weren’t welcomed either (70% said “No”), 
and the possible addition of new mobile home parks was very (87%) 
unpopular. 

 
 

1.5 Preserving Our Roots 
 

If we’re not ready to add a lot of new construction, we certainly do like 
what we have and are ready to preserve the historic aspects of our 
community.  Slightly more than half of respondents (59%) wanted to 
establish historic districts.  Even more popular was the suggestion of 
adding to the inventory of historic buildings (64%).  But we are most 
enthused about identifying areas of significant historic interest (81%) 
and establishing consistent identifiers/markers for those historical 
sites (83%). 

 
 

1.6 Conservation 
 

 We’re not only concerned with preservation of our man-made 
structures.  In a question about town involvement in preservation of 
other resources, there was overwhelming support for conservation of 
areas of scenic or natural beauty (85%), the Pemigewasset River 
(84%), important wildlife habitats (83%), shorelines (80%), followed by 
historic buildings, wetlands, and working farms and farmlands (all 
above 65%).  

 
 

1.7 Recreational Facilities 
 

When work is over and it’s time to play, New Hampton residents have 
strong opinions about recreational opportunities that should be 
available.  Outdoor eating and the opportunity to walk off the calories 
topped the list with 76% of respondents choosing picnic areas and 
hiking trails as the most wanted facilities to be added or improved in 
the town.  Seventy-five percent want a nice town beach and 71% want 
cross-country ski trails marked for winter recreation.  Biking trails and 
boat access to the river were also strong on the “wish list” with 69% 
support.  There were activities that a significant majority was strongly 
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