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PROCEEDI NGS

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Good
afternoon. Let's open the Prehearing
Conf erence in Docket No. 2018-02, Petition
for Declaratory Ruling on New Hanpshire
Transm ssi on, LLC.

Good afternoon. M nane is
M chael Gaino. 1'ma Conmm ssioner here at
the Public Uilities Comm ssion, and |'ve
been appointed to serve as the presiding
officer in Docket No. 2018-02. Before we
start our agenda and take appearances, |1'd
| i ke to provide sone background.

On May 8th, 2018, New
Hanpshi re Transm ssion, LLC, filed a Petition
for Declaratory Ruling seeking a declaratory
ruling that New Hanpshire Transm ssion's
proposed upgrade to portions of the
transm ssi on substation in Seabrook, New
Hanmpshi re, does not constitute a sizable
addi tion or change to an existing facility
wi thin the neani ng of RSA 162-H 5, |I.

The petition requested the

appoi nt ment of a three-nenber subcommttee
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under RSA 162-H and an expedited review

On May 17th, 2018, an order
was i ssued appointing a subcommttee. In
t hat order, | was appointed, along wi th Susan
Dupui s, a public nenber of the Site
Eval uati on Commttee, and Conmm ssioner w th
t he Departnment of Transportation, Victoria
Sheehan. On May 31st, Attorney Gordon
Landri gan was appoi nted Counsel for the
Public in this matter.

New Hanpshire Transm ssi on
owns 88. 2 percent of the 345kV el ectric
transm ssi on substation in Seabrook, New
Hanmpshire. The Seabr ook Substation connects
t he 1, 318- negawatt Seabr ook nucl ear
generating station to the New Engl and
electric grid. The Seabrook substation is a
Pool - Transm ssion Facility under the tariff
of 1 SO New England and is part of the
region's bul k power system The substation
is an integral part of the North-South
Interface and the North New Engl and Scobi e
Interface. It serves to connect the

foll ow ng 345kV transm ssion |lines: One, the
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Seabrook to Ward H Il Line 394; two, the
Seabrook to Scobie 363 Line; and the Seabrook
to Ti nber Swanp/ Newi ngton 369 |ine.

The Seabr ook substation and
t he Seabr ook power plant were constructed and
are operated pursuant to a Certificate of
Site and Facility that was issued in January
of 1974. New Hanpshire Transm ssion, in
conjunction with the | SO has determ ned that
it nmust conplete an upgrade to the switchyard
and transm ssion |lines at the Seabrook
substation to ensure its continuing
reliability of the regional power system
Specifically, New Hanmpshire Transm ssi on
identified the follow ng inprovenents that
need to be perfornmed: Replacenent of the
four circuit breakers with newer, nore
conpact and efficient breakers; the
repl acenent of the existing foundati ons and
buses for the three transm ssion |ines that
wi Il involve construction of new concrete
footing; replacenent of the relay protection
systens; and enhancenent to the air

term nation yard.
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The petition suggests that,
with the exception of one area, all the work
wll be perforned within an existing
footprint of the substation. Qutside the
footprint, the work will be performed in a
7-foot-w de, approximately 600-foot-1| ong
strip of land that was filled in wth gravel
as part of the original devel opnent of the
Seabr ook power plant. It will accomopdate
t he novi ng of the eastern-nost transm ssion
| i nes and associ ated structures 7 feet to the
east of its existing location. It wll
require replacenment of new gravel fill -- it
W ll require replacenent of the new gravel
fill and the construction of a retention
wal | . Upgrades and construction will not
result in any changes to the capacity of the
transm ssion |lines, and the estinmated cost of
t hese upgrades are $77 mllion.

The Petitioner, New Hanpshire
Transm ssi on, requests the Subcomm ttee issue
a declaratory ruling stating that the
pr oposed upgrades do not constitute a sizable

addi tion or change under RSA 162-H.
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An Order and Notice of
Petition to I ntervene, Prehearing Conference
and Public Hearing was i ssued on May 30t h.

It was published in the Union Leader on

June 1st and in the Portsnmouth Herald on
June 2nd, and we received an Affidavit of
Publication on June 7th. Al petition
docunents relative to this proceeding are
avai l able on the Site Evaluation Conmttee's
web site, which is ww. nhsec. nh.gov. The
deadline for filing Petitions to Intervene
was set for June 11, and we have received no
request to intervene.

We are here today for the
preheari ng conference. And a prehearing
conference is an informal proceeding that is
aut hori zed by state statute and rul es,
specifically the Adm nistrative Procedures
Act and the Site Evaluation Conmttee
Adm ni strative Rul es.

Let us begin by taking
appear ances, and then, for the nobst part,
we'll follow the agenda that was provided;

however, | may group sone things together for
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efficiency purposes.

M. Patch.

MR. PATCH. Good afternoon,
Commi ssioner. M nane is Doug Patch. |'m
wth the law firmof Or & Reno. |'m
appeari ng here today on behalf of New
Hampshire Transm ssion, LLC. And with ne at
the table are Carrie Cullen Htt, who is the
presi dent of NHT, and al so Ti nothy Cooper,
who i s the nmanager of Nucl ear Substations
North with NextEra Energy. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Thank
you.

MR. LANDRI GAN: Good
afternoon. Gordan Landrigan with the
Attorney CGeneral's Ofice, here as Counsel
for the Public.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Thank
you for joining us.

(Di scussion off the record)

COMWM SSIONER A AIMD We're
back on the record.

So as previously noted, as of

today we hadn't seen any notions to
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i ntervene. Have either of the two parties
heard fromthe town or naybe the Conservati on
Comm ssi on suggesting that they may want to
i nt ervene?

MR. PATCH. No, we have not
heard anything. As | think you know, we
attached to the Petition a letter fromthe
Conservati on Conmm ssion indicating their
support, but we didn't have any indication
that they intended to intervene.

COM SSIONER G AIMD  So to
t he best of your know edge, that's the limt
of their participation?

MR. PATCH. That's right.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Thank
you.

MR. LANDRI GAN: The Attorney

Ceneral's Ofice hasn't heard of any

I nt erest.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Ckay.
All right. So we'll npove to the next item on
t he agenda. And you'll have to take ne on ny

word that this is the next itemon the

agenda.
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| dentification of issues in
di spute and not in dispute. So, at issue in
this docket is whether the Site Evaluation
Commi ttee should issue a declaratory ruling
on an expedited basis, effectively finding
that the SEC does not have jurisdiction if
t he proposed project is not a sizable
addition or a change, or a change to the
existing facility.

"1l guess | get fromthe
parties in the roomif they have identified
any issues at dispute or any issues that they
may have in common that they...

MR. PATCH We did neet the
other day. But | nean, I'll leave it to M.
Landrigan to say if there are particul ar
I ssues he wants to focus on. But so far as
we know, the issues are as you have st at ed,
and we're not aware of any other issues.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Ckay.

MR. LANDRI GAN. Agreed. |
can't commt to anything right now But |
don't think factually there's anything in

di spute. And |'ve read the attached SEC
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orders, and I'll just review all of them
But | think the laws are not disputed either.

COW SSI ONER d Al MO Ckay.
Movi ng to di scussion of the overall schedul e
and tine frames. | guess from ny
under standi ng fromreadi ng the petition,
there is a certain tine sensitivity, and the
hope would be that this would be wapped up
to effectuate cutover work and to stay on
schedule with the schedul e devel oped by NHT
and the 1SO.  Accordingly, we have
tentatively set a hearing for July 13th, and
we're planning a one-day hearing. Does that
sound reasonable to the parties?

MR. PATCH | would say that
does sound reasonable. W were planning to
bring Ms. Cullen and M. Cooper for that and
to be avail able to answer questions that
ei ther Public Counsel or Conmttee nenbers
m ght have. W weren't planning on prefiling
any testinmony. | think we've stated
everything in the petition that we need to
state. W, of course, would be happy to

answer any di scovery requests fromthe Public

10
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Counsel. But that's our plan right now in
terms of how to proceed. And we very much
appreciate the Conmttee getting to this

qui ckly because it is inportant, as you've
noted, that, if possible, that the Commttee
rule on this, you know, hopefully by the end
of July or very begi nni ng of August so that
they can get started on the project. Thank
you.

MR. LANDRI GAN: Counsel for
t he Public has no problemw th the currently
set July 13th date of hearing. And there's
even an affidavit attached to the petition,
too, which | i1magine summari zes what wll be
presented on that day.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO And the
two parties can work through di scovery
informal ly?

MR. LANDRI GAN:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Ckay.

MR I ACOPINO So you don't
need us to set any discovery dates then. You
can just work it out.

MR PATCH: | don't think

11
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that's necessary in this case.

MR | ACOPI NO  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO Okay. |
guess the only other question | have with
respect to the schedule is the possibility of
a site visit. | don't knowif one would be
necessary or even if nmy coll eagues will want
one. But is that sonething you m ght be
avai |l able to do?

MR. PATCH  Yeah.

COW SSIONER G AIMO. I f so,

t hat woul d be sonmet hing you' d be interested
in being a part of, obviously.

MR. LANDRI GAN: Yes. W'Ill be
avai | abl e when - -

COW SSI ONER A Al MO Great.
So we can get potential dates for that in the
next week or two.

MR. PATCH. Okay. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO The
ot her el enents of our agenda were anti ci pat ed
anmendnents to the petition. | don't know if
you foresee anything. Has anything changed

in your petition since --
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MR. PATCH Well, the only
thing I would nention is that the DES
application for a m nor wetl ands pernit has
been approved. The shoreland permt has not
yet been approved, but | think the plan is

that they hear by the 21st of this nonth,

SO --

COW SSIONER GAIMD  |I'm
sorry. | forget. |Is that Arny Corps, or is
t hat --

MR. PATCH. Shoreland permt.
COW SSI ONER G Al MO Run
t hrough DES as wel |.
MR. PATCH. That's right.
COW SSI ONER d Al MO Ckay.
MR | ACOPI NO Doug, are you
going to file those with us?
MR, PATCH: ' msorry?
MR. | ACOPINO Are you going
to file the DES orders with us?
MR. PATCH. 1'd be happy to do
that, but the permt says they've been
I ssued.

MR. | ACOPI NO Thank you.
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MR. PATCH And the only other
thing is that the nunber that was cited, the
cost of the project in the petition, it | ooks
like that's going to be a little higher. You
know, approximately $81 million | think is
what we're | ooking at now.

COW SSI ONER G Al MO And j ust
as a point of clarification on that, as it's
a Pool - Transm ssion Facility, the cost wll
be al |l ocat ed anongst the ratepayers
t hroughout the six New Engl and states?

MR. PATCH. Yup, that's the
expectation. But it has to be filed for cost
recovery.

COW SSI ONER A Al MO Great.
So | think we've got nost of all of our
prelimnary matters taken care of. Are there
any final coments around the roonf

[ No verbal response]

COW SSI ONER G Al MO None.

So we're all set. So we'll be back in touch
Wi th respect to a potential site date, and
we'l | assune di scovery goes swinm ngly. So,

t hank you all
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MR. PATCH. Thank you.
MR. LANDRI GAN:  Thank you.

(Hearing concluded at 1:43 p.m)

15
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Susan J. Robidas, a Licensed
Short hand Court Reporter and Notary Public
of the State of New Hanpshire, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of ny stenographic
notes of these proceedi ngs taken at the
pl ace and on the date herei nbefore set
forth, to the best of ny skill and ability
under the conditions present at the tine.

| further certify that | am neither
attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the
action; and further, that | amnot a
rel ati ve or enployee of any attorney or
counsel enployed in this case, nor am|

financially interested in this action.

Susan J. Robi das, LCR/ RPR
Li censed Shorthand Court Reporter
Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
N.H LCR No. 44 (RSA 310-A:173)
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