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November 26, 2019 
 
 
Craig Rennie, CWS, CWB     
sent via e-mail to: Craig.Rennie@des.nh.gov 
Inland Wetland Supervisor   
Wetlands Bureau, Land Resource Management 
Water Division, NH Department of Environmental Services 
P.O. Box 95 
Concord, NH 03302-0095 
 
 
Re:  Chinook Solar Project, SEC Docket No. 2019-02 

Potential for wetland impacts 
 
Dear Craig:  

As discussed on the phone with Dana Valleau on November 21, 2019, I am providing you with 
written responses to questions you have regarding the potential for wetland impacts and the 
permitting implications for the Chinook Solar Project, SEC Docket No. 2019-02 (Project). 
 
In your review of the civil design drawings for the Project, “Chinook Solar Project Site Plans, 
Fitzwilliam, NH October 2, 2019”, filed with the SEC as Appendix 08A and as the Site Plans with 
the Alteration of Terrain Permit Application for the Project, you noted two potential issues where 
you would like more information. 

1. Wetland spans:  There are two wetland crossings that are designed as bridge spans to avoid 
wetland impacts. These spans have been designed to avoid wetland impacts however you 
expressed concerns about inadvertent impacts that may occur during construction of these 
crossings.  We plan to address these concerns in two ways: 

 We will review the design of the two crossings to potentially increase the setback 
from the wetland boundaries for the abutments and footings of each crossing. Site 
specific erosion and sedimentation controls will also be specified for each crossing. 

 The crossings will be identified as sensitive environmental areas that will require 
heightened oversight during construction, including environmental monitoring and 
reporting during the installation. 

2. Existing logging roads:  There are existing logging roads that previously may have 
impacted wetlands that are proposed for use as Project access roads.  

 Review of historical mapping and aerial photography determined that at least some 
of the existing roads on the site were developed as early as the mid-nineteenth 
century.  Review of aerial photography from 1952 indicates that logging was being 
performed on the site with clearing and access extending into the areas in question.  
See the attached historic mapping from the SEC application Appendix 14A “Phase 
IA Archaeological Assessment of the Chinook Solar Project, Town of Fitzwilliam, 
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Cheshire County, New Hampshire” and 1952 aerial photography where evidence 
of existing roads and clearing is apparent. 

 Consultation with the Army Corps during early 2019 led to a determination of no-
jurisdiction by the Army Corps, which is included as Appendix 03 in the SEC 
application.  See attached for the consultation and No Jurisdiction Determination. 

  Any improvements to the existing road segments that are directly adjacent to 
wetlands will not include widening that impacts the adjacent wetland. 

 Erosion and sedimentation controls between the existing road segments directly 
adjacent to wetlands will be assessed and implemented at a site specific basis. 

 Existing roads at wetland crossings will be identified as sensitive environmental 
areas that will require heightened oversight during construction including 
environmental monitoring and reporting during the installation. 

 
Any revisions required to address these potential issues will be added to the civil design drawings 
that were submitted with the Application during the review process. 

 
We look forward to continued work with you through the permit review, construction and 
operation of the Project. 
 
Respectfully, 

  
Heath Barefoot 
Project Director 
 
cc:  Ridge Mauck, NHDES Alteration of Terrain Bureau 
      Pam Monroe, NH Site Evaluation Committee 

Isabel Johnson, Environmental Services - NextEra Energy 
Doug Patch, Orr & Reno 
Dana Valleau, CWB®, Wildlife Biologist/Project Manager - TRC Companies 
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Figure 4. Approximate location of the Project parcel on L. Fagan’s 1858 
Map of Cheshire County, New Hampshire.   
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Figure 5. Approximate location of the Project parcel on C. H. Rockwood’s 
1877 Atlas of Cheshire County, New Hampshire.   
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Figure 6. Approximate location of the Project parcel on D. H. Hurd’s 1892 
Atlas of the State of New Hampshire.   
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Figure 7. Approximate location of the Project parcel on 1898 USGS 
topographic 15 minute quadrangle Monadnock, NH.   
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Figure 8. Approximate location of the Project parcel on 1936 USGS 
topographic 15 minute quadrangle Monadnock, NH.   
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Figure 9. Approximate location of the Project parcel on 1949 USGS 
topographic 15 minute quadrangle Monadnock, NH.   
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APPENDIX 3:  

USACE LETTER CONFIRMING NO JURISDICTION 

  











Access impact to wetland
pre-dates the Clean Water Act.

November 2019
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