
From: SuzanneFournier - B.E.C. <broxenvironcitizens2@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 8:11 AM 
To: Monroe, Pamela <Pamela.Monroe@sec.nh.gov> 
Subject: Comment: Chinook Solar Project -- Docket No. 2019-02 
 
EXTERNAL: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the 
sender. 

 
Monday, 2/24/20 
  
Dear Administrator Pam Monroe,                  Site Evaluation Committee          
  
I would like to submit to the SEC my February 21, 2020 email that you will find below 
addressed to NH F&G’s Nongame & Endangered Wildlife Program, along with its three 
attachments, as comment on the Chinook Solar Project – Docket No. 2019-02, as it 
provides more detail to the comments I spoke at the SEC’s February 20 hearing. 
  
At the SEC hearing on February 20, I spoke a comment that records show logging 
occurring in 2018 and 2019 and raised the question as to whether the logging may fall 
under the definition of “commencement of construction” as defined in RSA 162-H,III. 
Under 162:5,I construction may not begin until there is a certificate. I mentioned the 
wetlands impacts on one of the lots that are revealed in a DES Wetlands Forestry 
Notification. I also mentioned F&G’s concern about the logging being conducted outside 
of winter, that is, in spring, summer and fall when bats are inhabiting the forests. The 
Notices of Intent to Cut and associated reports are attached. 
  
Let me know if you have questions about this submission of comment. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Suzanne Fournier, M.S. Organizational Psychology 
9 Woodward Dr. 
Milford, NH 03055-3122 
(603) 673-7389 
  
========================================= 
  
From: SuzanneFournier - B.E.C.  
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2020 11:27 AM 
To: Sandra.Houghton@wildlife.nh.gov ; Tuttle, Kim Tuttle ; Doperalski Melissa ; Henderson Carol  
Cc: McCarthy Bethann  
Subject: Problem: Bad news for Little Brown Bats at Chinook Solar site -- logging during spring, summer 
& fall 
  
Fri. 2/21/20 
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TO:                    F&G/Nongame & Endangered Wildlife Program – Sandra Houghton, 
Kim Tuttle, Melissa Doperalski and Environmental Review Coordinator – Carol 
Henderson 
  
COPIED TO:    DES/AoT Program – Reviewer Bethann McCarthy, P.E. 
  
FROM:             Suzanne Fournier, Milford NH 
  
RE:                    PROBLEM:  Bad news for Little Brown Bats at Chinook Solar site – 
logging during spring, summer & fall in 2018/2019 time period. 
  
Dear Ms. Houghton, Ms. Tuttle, Ms. Doperalski, and Ms. Henderson: 
  
Way back in December 2017 F&G provided the important guidance to the Chinook 
Solar people to protect bats, including the endangered Little Brown Bat, to log in winter 
between the dates of November 1 and March 31. The Chinook Solar representatives 
agreed in writing to winter logging. 
  
Unfortunately, records in the files of the Town of Fitzwilliam provide the following 
information about a great deal of actual or potential logging (total amount could be over 
150 acres) that has occurred in 2018 and 2019 or was planned to occur in 2019 or 2020 
-- outside of winter. Copies of the records are attached for your review. 

                         LOT #12-50 (two records) 

2018 Notice of Intent to Cut on Lot #12-50 on Fullam Hill Road (owned by Dave Rich) 

Acreage of the lot --- 128 acres 

Acreage of the cut ---    50 acres [expected] 

Anticipated start date – May 1, 2018 

  

2018 Report of Wood or Timber Cut for the cut on Lot #12-50 

Exact acreage of the cut --- 87 acres 

The cutting was complete as of August 3, 2018 

Summary: Lot #12-50 had 87 acres cut between May 1, 2018 and August 3, 
2018. 



  

                           LOT #12-3  (3 records) 

2018 Notice of Intent to Cut on Lot #12-3 (owned by Brian Damon) 

Acreage of the lot --- 50 acres  

Acreage of the cut -- - 25 acres [expected] 

Anticipated start date --- Summer/Fall 2018 

  

2018 Report of Wood or Timber Cut for the cut on Lot #12-3 

Exact acreage of the cut --- 50 acres 

The cutting was not complete as of the date of the report which was August 3, 
2019. 

Summary: Lot #12-3 is having between 25 and 50 acres cut during Summer/Fall 
2018 and after. 

  

2019 Notice of Intent to Cut on Lot #12-3  

Acreage of the lot --- 50 acres 

Acreage of the cut --- 10 acres 

Anticipated start date --- September 2019 

Summary: Lot #12-3 was anticipating having another 10 acres cut in September 
of 2019, in addition to the 25 or so cut in 2018. 

  

                       LOT #12-29 (1 record plus the Wetlands Impact  Map) 

2019 Notice of Intent to Cut on Lot #12-29 (310 Rte 199E) (owned by John Fedier, Jr.) 

Acreage of the lot --- 75 acres 

Acreage of the cut --- 70 acres 

Anticipated start date --- June 10, 2019 

Summary: Lot #12-29 was anticipating cutting 70 acres in summer of 2019.  In 
addition, Lot #12-29 has a Forestry Notification dated June 13, 2019 for which 
they describe wetlands impacts. Anecdotally, I heard from a source in Fitzwilliam 
that there was logging under wet conditions, so I wonder if the source may have 
been referring to Lot #12-29’s work under the Forestry Notification. 

  



  

The Google Earth image below is dated September 2019 and shows evidence of a 
recent large clear cut on the site of Chinook Solar. 

  

  

 
  

Last night (February 20, 2020) at the Site Evaluation Committee’s (SEC) meeting in 
Fitzwilliam, the Chinook Solar representative from NextEra told the SEC that his 
company was not in control of what the landowners are doing, but said that NextEra had 
sent a letter to the landowners about stopping the logging. No other details were 
provided. 

  

My comments are these:  Chinook Solar agreed since 2017 to conduct logging only in 
winter, but has since stood by as up to three landowners logged or plan to log their land 
outside of winter in 2018 and 2019 and beyond, with unknown harm to the bats, 
including the endangered Little Brown Bat.  

Chinook Solar also has stated that there would be no wetlands impacts by the project; 
however, the Forestry Notification of Lot #12-29 reveals that there are wetlands 
impacts. I was informed by DES’ Ryan Duquette that Chinook Solar will be required to 
file for a regular wetlands permit when the use changes from forestry to development of 
solar. 



Additionally, NHB has identified both the Blanding’s and Wood turtles who appear to not 
have been excluded from the dangerous logging areas, as can be done by use of 
exclusionary silt fencing, following eviction of the turtles. 

  

Please investigate the harm that may have been caused to T&E bats (there’s a “pre” 
study to compare against) and turtles and take necessary action to enforce protections 
for T&E under RSA 212-A. As for review of the AoT application from the perspective of 
no adverse impact to T&E or even not jeopardizing the species of bat, I think there is a 
lot to consider already as very negative against approval. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Fournier, Coordinator 
Brox Environmental Citizens 
9 Woodward Dr. 
Milford, NH 03055-3122 
(603) 673-7389 
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